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Mr David Webb 

The Planning Department 

Mole Valley District Council 

Pippbrook 

Dorking 

 

10th May 2019 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

MO/2018/0901 

Revised Planning Application. The Crown Public House, Westcott 

The Westcott Village Association has reviewed with the owner of this property the 
revised drawing for the 7 proposed dwellings on the site of this Public House. 

We request that the following points are noted by the planning department in support 
of this development. 

1. Whilst this site is currently designated as a commercial property, the Village 
Association has recognised for some time that the presence of more than one 
public house in the village creates financial pressures for the owners which 
are unsustainable. The owner has made every effort to make a success of the 
pub and to advertise the property as a commercial opportunity, but the fact 
remains that within the village there is barely enough business for one pub let 
alone two. 

2. The Pub is considered under Planning Policy as a village amenity, the loss of 
which would be resisted by your department. The fact of the matter, like our 
two (previously three) community centres and two (previously three) village 
stores, is that these facilities are not financially viable as the needs of this 
community change over time, and as a result cease to function as village 
amenities, becoming instead vacant properties. The Village Association would  
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rather see this property developed for residential use as part of a community 
development plan than slowly die away and/or be left empty. 

3. The village housing stock is in need of 2/3 bedroomed properties with 
adequate parking provision. The proposed development provides these much-
needed additions to the village housing stock, and will provide opportunities 
for movement within the village for growing families and those who currently 
have little or no off-street parking facilities. We support the development. 

4. The development has been designed to keep as many of the existing 
buildings as possible, to add a dwelling at the back of the property to reflect 
the original built footprint of the site, and adds two new buildings designed in 
sympathy with the road front architecture. The Village Association endorses 
this architectural approach. 

5. The Applicant has taken considerable care in revising, with a new architect, 
the plans for the redevelopment to meet the expressed views of residents and 
we are pleased to support the application. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Ti m o t h y  W a y  

T E Way 

Chairman 

CC Mr D Downes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


