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Westcott has a population of over 
2,000 and this is the only magazine 
written specifically for the Westcott 
area by the people of Westcott.  It 
is hand delivered, free of charge, to 
every household and further copies 
are available at the church, local 
shops, pub and doctor’s surgery.

If you have any articles, photos, 
letters, etc that you think we may  
like to feature in the next issue,  
please email the Editor on:

editor@westcottmag.com
But please note, publication will     
always be subject to space and at 
the discretion of the Editor.

Copy deadline for 
April issue:

8th March 2022

This magazine, published by the 
Church in Westcott, is printed on 
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 
accredited paper from a sustainable 
source. The views expressed are 
those of the individual writers and 
do not necessarily reflect the views 
of the Church, Editor or Westcott 
residents.

Cover photo ‘Westcott Visitor’ by Fiona Humphrey 
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FROM THE EDITOR
Hopefully by the time 
you are reading this, 
spring might be on 
the way. As I write it, 
we are on the third 
storm in about 4 days 
and I hope you’ve 

all been ok and not sustained lasting 
damage.

This month we have a call for help 
from various village associations and 
groups, and whether you can afford 
to spend an hour a month or a bigger 
commitment, there is something for 

you. Volunteering is a rewarding thing 
to do, you get to meet new people, 
have a reason to get out of the house, 
and feel good about something you 
do, so have a look on pages 28 and 29 
and take that first step. 

On 2nd March the coffee morning 
is hosting a jigsaw and book swap, 
so get down there and clear some 
space and stock up on new ones at 
the same time!

Cath 
editor@westcottmag.com

VOLUNTEER/BABY MEALS

For over 16 years families of new babies in 
Westcott have been receiving “Baby Meals”, a 
gift of a hot meal for the whole family, delivered 
to their door for two weeks. An initiative originally 
driven by the Church in Westcott, it is a practical and highly valued service, 
provided by people across the Westcott community. During COVID we 
expanded our remit to also cater for families and individuals experiencing 
a range of difficulties.

Please get in touch if you think you could help out occasionally cooking 
meals for families with new babies and other Westcott residents in need, or 
if you know of someone in a time of difficulty, who might benefit from a few 
home cooked meals. And of course, please also get in touch if you’re a 

Westcott resident expecting a baby, we have 
over 40 volunteers ready to cook for you in 
those first few weeks of new-baby chaos! 

Anna Kemkers 
annakemkers@hotmail.co.uk
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BRICKS, STONES, AND 
CHANGING SEASONS 
This year, we celebrate Her Majesty 
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, giving 
thanks for her service, leadership and 
the stability she has given our nation.  

The 70 years of her reign have brought 
many changes.  As winter turns to 
spring and I walk around our village, I 
have been thinking about  
local places that have 
witnessed many changing 
seasons.  They have gifts 
to offer us, if we stop to 
appreciate them.

I wonder, have you ever noticed 
the engraved bricks on the north 
wall of St John’s Chapel?  Bricks 
engraved by the hands of people 
who had contributed to the building 
of St John’s, back in 1840.  I love the 
individual character of the lettering, 
being able to imagine the hands that 
held the bricks and carefully placed 
their names onto them, before they 

...FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

were laid, one by one into the wall, 
as the chapel was built.  Local bricks, 
from local earth. Perhaps there are 
people in Westcott today whose 
great-grandparents were involved 
in the building of the chapel?  How 
many changing seasons have those 
bricks witnessed?

Have you ever been inside Holy 
Trinity Church and taken a look at the 
beautiful wooden ceiling, shaped 
like the hull of a ship, or spotted a 
tiny, unassuming plaque on the wall, 
in memory of a dearly loved son, lost 

at sea, for whom the 
ceiling was made?

Or have you taken a 
walk across the fields 
to Wotton, perhaps 
en-route to the Wotton 

Hatch, and stopped for a while 
in Wotton churchyard?   Maybe 
placed your hands on the cool, time-
worn stones of the church walls and 
sensed yourself travelling through 
time, back through the centuries, 
to the people who shaped and 
laid those first stones, back in Saxon 
times?  How many changing seasons 
have those stones witnessed?   

...HOW MANY 
CHANGING SEASONS 
HAVE THOSE STONES 

WITNESSED?
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...FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

The bricks and stones of these three 
little churches have witnessed the 
rising and setting of the sun through 
many days, and remained steadfast 
through the seasons:  bathed in 
spring birdsong, warmed by summer 
sunshine, buffeted by autumn 
winds, and cooled by winter’s frosts.   
Through the years, men, women 
and children have brought their 
worship, prayers, celebrations and 
griefs through the doors, and found 
welcome.  

In the changing seasons of my own 
life, with its celebrations, griefs and 
questions,  I find comfort in placing 
my hands on those walls, knowing 
that they have seen much history: 
young men heading off to trenches, 
spitfires overhead, Spanish flu, jubilee 
celebrations, weddings, christenings, 

funerals.  And through it all, people 
from this community have gathered, 
week by week, to worship God, and 
remember his faithfulness.

Walking to these church buildings, 
I remember that I am not alone.  
We are, each of us, invited to find 
refuge and peace in these places, 
in knowing God who is present and 
worshipped there, and in being part 
of the living, breathing communities 
who gather week by week.  

Perhaps this month, you might like to 
walk to one of these church buildings 
and place your hands on the bricks 
or stones.  Breathe deeply and know 
that you are part of the rich fabric 
of this community, stretching back 
through many years, and that the 
God who is worshipped there, who 
has been worshipped there through 
many changing seasons, is present, 
in love, offering to be with us, through 
the changing seasons of our own 
lives.

Ellie Lister

Holy Trinity Church

A Sacred Place of Peace & Prayer, Open to All
Holy Trinity Church is open for you to visit
Come to enjoy the beauty and peace,
pray, reflect, breathe, be.

Every Day 9:00am-4:00pm
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THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

The Church in Westcott is part of the Westcott Good Neighbour Scheme and 
we are always here for a chat, prayer, pastoral need. 
Paul Stacey paulstacey88@gmail.com, may be able to help with debt advice.
Holy Trinity Pastoral Assistants:
 Margaret Packham 01306 885915  Mark Shakespeare 01306 888010   
Ali Mabley 01306 889641
For help, more information, please contact churchwardens:
churchwardens@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk, 
or visit thechurchinwestcott.org.uk

We are open!
Whether you’ve never set foot in a church before, have been 
all your life, or are somewhere in between, you’re invited to 
come and step through the door.   Do join us at our Sunday 
or Wednesday Services, or pause to enjoy the peace and 
beauty of Holy Trinity during the week.  

We’re not made to live in isolation, but in community with 
God and with one another, building friendships and sharing life 
together.  How wonderful then, to be able to meet together 
as a community once again.  We’ll be open for Sunday 
worship,  so do join us in person.  We know that some people won’t be able to do 
that, so we’ll be sharing worship from Holy Trinity at 10:15am via Zoom too.  Our 
doors are open to everyone, so however you step through the door, come on in! 

Sundays at Holy Trinity
8:30am Book of Common Prayer Communion
10:15 Worship in Holy Trinity or on Zoom 

Wednesdays at St John’s
10am Communion

Every day at Holy Trinity 
9:00am-4:00pm 
Holy Trinity Church is open to visit, 
for private prayer or reflection.   
Come to enjoy the beauty and peace, 
pray, reflect, breathe, be.

Visit our website to sign up to our emailing list for weekly Zoom invitations and updates. 
We ask you to consider taking a covid test before coming, and request that masks are worn

B U I L D I N G
F R I E N D S H I P S

S H A R I N G
L I F E
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THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

STAY IN TOUCH
We would love to stay in touch with you, sending you weekly updates about 
our services and activities.
Please sign up to receive emails by going our website:  
https://thechurchinwestcott.org.uk/Groups/342308/Join_our_Emailing.aspx

or return this form by post to:  Parish Office, St John’s Community Hall, Furlong 
Road, Westcott, RH4 3PP
Name:
Address:

Telephone number:
For contact by e-mail, E-mail address:

Please add me to The Church in Westcott emailing list for information about 
church events and news.
 I understand that: 
*the emailing list may be administered using MailChimp  
* I will be able to unsubscribe at any time by contacting admin@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk 
* any use of my personal data will be governed by Holy Trinity’s PCC Privacy Notice which 
is available on The Church in Westcott website.

MARKING LIFE EVENTS
All who live in Westcott or have a connection here, 
are very welcome to have christenings, funerals, weddings in Holy Trinity.
Contact the churchwardens for more information.
churchwardens@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk,
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SUNDAY SERVICES AT HOLY TRINITY

DATE THEME 8:30AM 10.15AM
6th 
March

Lent - Hope Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Communion

13th 
March

Lent Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Communion

20th 
March

Lent - Hope Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Communion

27th 
March

Mothering 
Sunday

Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Morning Worship

8.30am  Book of Common Prayer Communion, A  warm 
welcome in our beautiful, traditional service.

10.15am Friendly, relaxed service, using Common 
Worship and a range of music styles. This service is also 
livestreamed on Zoom.

For 10:15am Zoom service connection, 
please scan this QR code, or visit the Online 
Services page of thechurchinwestcott.org.
uk and follow the link.

We ask you to consider taking a covid test before 
coming & request that masks are worn.

Wednesdays 10am Communion at St John’s

MIDWEEK PRAYER & WORSHIP

B U I L D I N G
F R I E N D S H I P S

S H A R I N G
L I F E
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

Many thanks to Celia Harcombe, who has sponsored the church floodlighting 
for March.

If you would like to sponsor the floodlighting, please contact Sarah Massey 
at sarah@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk.  (Suggested donation of £75 to Westcott 
Church Funds.)

FLOODLIGHTING

No entries this month

Sunday, 27th March
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        WESTCOTT BRIDGE CLUB
 New Players Welcome

After months of lockdown and restrictions, Westcott Bridge Club has opened up 
again for existing members and new players.

We play on a Monday night from 
7pm to 10pm in the Westcott 
Reading Room.  We usually play 20 
or 21 boards of duplicate bridge, 
with a break for tea and coffee.  

Table fee is £3 per person per night 
and we aim to play friendly and 
inclusive bridge.
 

 
Many members have 
returned but we always 
welcome new members to 
our group.  We offer a buddy 
scheme to ensure players 
new to a club environment 
are supported. The Club 
holds open evenings on the 
last Monday in the month, 
i.e. 28 March, 25 April and 30 
May where new people will 
be particularly welcomed, 
and can find out more 
about bridge at Westcott.

If you would like to come along, please phone David Royle on 01306 880102 or 
Jill Attfield on 01306 882040 for further details. 
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revitalisefitness.com

07858 731890

paul@revitalisefitness.com

REVITALISE FITNESS

DO YOU STRUGGLE WITH WEIGHT, OVERWHELM 

AND CONFIDENCE IN GETTING FITTER?

I COMBINE
PERSONAL

TRAINING WITH
PERSONAL  

 COACHING TO 
HELP YOU ACHIEVE
TRANSFORMATIVE

RESULTS THAT 
LAST!

Work with Paul Persad - Dorking & Surrey

Hills Personal Trainer | Weight-loss &

Health Coach. 'I come to you!'

Contact me for a FREE motivation 

reboot and discovery chat. 

07846 508117

WWW.HANNAHSCHELLANDER.COM

ANXIETY & PANIC ATTACKS

FEARS & PHOBIAS

TRAUMA & PTSD

CONFIDENCE

SLEEP PROBLEMS

UNWANTED HABITS

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT

 

CLINICAL HYPNOTHERAPY � TRAUMA THERAPY

Tel: 01306 740003 • Email: info@bramleyhouse.net 
Web: www.bramleyhouse.net

Westcott Street, Westcott 
Dorking RH4 3NX

Bramley House is a residential home from 
home set in beautiful grounds nestled 
in the heart of the Surrey Hills. We pride 
ourselves on tailoring to all levels of 
residential care needs from respite breaks 
and companionship reasons through to 
dementia and more complex requirements.

 24 hour care and support
 16 delightful rooms
 Friendly caring staff
 Freshly prepared meals
 Permanent & respite stay
 Varied activities and outings
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     WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION NEWS

This month’s contribution is less of an 
article and more of a news update. 
We have concluded that although 
there is a small and loyal following of 
these Village Magazine articles, they 
are not read by the vast majority of the 
residents in the village and therefore 
as a means of communication they 
are very ineffective.

We are planning a trial of using the 
magazine for brief updates, but sharing 
important information by email and 
other social media like Facebook and 
NextDoor. Ensuring that we have your 
email address, therefore, becomes 
more important if you want to know 
what is happening in your village.

Please send us your contact details at 
contact@westcottvillage.com Your 
email address will only be used by the 
Village Association for communicating 
directly with you and will never be 
shared with anyone else.

WVA Open Meeting
The next Open Meeting will be held 
at Holy Trinity Church, Westcott on 

Thursday 10th March starting at 7.30pm 
and will aim to finish no later than 
9.00pm. The agenda will be published 
7 days in advance of the meeting.

Please come and join us to raise issues 
and express your opinions on any 
matter related to living and working in 
the village.

WVA Committee Members
The WVA is looking for new members 
to join the Committee in their work for 
the village. If you feel you have the 
time, talents, and enthusiasm which 
would help us then please get in touch 
at contact@westcottvillage.com or 
by calling Tim Way on 07872 185820

Advanced notice for Trail Running 
event 7th May 2022
A trail running event starting at 10:00 
from Polesden Lacey and arranged 
by Maverick Races will pass through 
the village on its way to Leith Hill and 
returns on a route that takes it through 
Wotton. The event organisers have 
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Tony 07932 798 419Odette 07889 770 397

www.forbesandschuster.co.ukwww.forbesandschuster.co.uk

Dog Walking   Pet Taxi    Dog Grooming

Professional, Qualied, Insured
Group & Single dog walks

Wide range of dog grooming services

THE BIG YELLOW DOG BUS
Forbes & Schuster

 
For Denbies full range of events, please visit www.denbies.co.uk

Denbies Wine Estate Ltd, London Road, Dorking Surrey RH5 6AA
T. 01306 876616 www.denbies.co.uk  
Email: events@denbiesvineyard.co.uk  
Designed by pre: www.designbypre.com. Photo credits: visit www.denbies.co.uk

Find us on Facebook
/DenbiesWineEstate

Follow us on twitter
@denbiesvineyard

England’s Largest Vineyard 
Denbies Wine Estate

                        
                         Denbies Wine Estate      
                               OPEN DAILY

                    The Vineyard Restaurant
          is now Open for dinner every evening  
           We look forward to welcoming you

... Wine Tours*Dining*Vineyard Hotel*Art Gallery...

Grooming Walking
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    WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION (cont.)
provided the WVA with a route map 
which shows the runners passing 
Meadow Close onto Westcott Street 
and then using the footpath by the 
lake as it heads to The Rookery and up 
towards Leith Hill. 

The event organisers are fully insured 
and more information can be found 
at www.maverick-race.com

Comments, suggestions, and other 
feedback are always welcome and 
helpful in steering the Association’s 
thinking and actions.

Financing the 
work of the WVA
We have 
decided to move 
c o m p l e t e l y 
away from 

collecting donations/subscriptions by 
knocking on doors to collect money.  

If you have not already done so, an 
annual standing order for £10 - or 
more if you are happy to do so - with 
your bank is the quickest and simplest 
way to pay your subscription to the 
WVA (preferably on or around 1st 
June each year). 

Our bank details are: 
Account Name: Westcott Village Association
Account Sort Code: 82-11-07
Account No:  20072790

Alternatively, you can now set up an 
annual payment via PayPal on our 
website or you may want to write a 
cheque and send it to The Treasurer, 
WVA, c/o Queens Court, Westcott 
Street, Westcott, RH4 3NX. 

With my best regards,
Tim Way

Chairman, Westcott Village Association
timway.westcott@gmail.com 

contact@westcottvillage.com

      Gilbert & Sullivan - Masterclass by Richard Suart 

Saturday 9th April 2022 at St James Church
Richard Suart is an opera singer and actor, specialising in the 

comic roles of Gilbert and Sullivan operas. Generally considered 
the leading patter man of his generation and most famously known for his 
numerous portrayals of Ko-Ko in The Mikado. Richard will be lecturing on  

the unique methodology of performing G&S and demonstrating  
how to sing in the classic D’Oyly Carte style. 

Tickets £25 tickets@dandgchoir.net     
  



16

Unwind & escape the
busy world

www.thebeautyshedsurrey.co.uk
thebeautyshedsurrey@gmail.com

07748 244 621

The Beauty Shed is a Garden Beauty Studio with a

clean and fresh yet relaxing feel

MANICURE    PEDICURE    LASHES    WAXING     MASSAGE    FACIALS 

1 4  Y E A R S  E X P E R I E N C E  I N  T H E  S P A  A N D
B E A U T Y  I N D U S T R Y
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WESTCOTT  VILLAGE   
COFFEE  MORNING 

 

Wednesday 2nd March 
 

The Reading Room 
 

Jigsaw and Book exchange 
 

Come and join us  
10.30am - 12.00 midday      

The Arts Society Dorking 

What you may ask, having seen the title of our March Lecture - Captain 
Cook & the Fine Art of Exploration -  had Captain Cook got to do with art?  
Dr James Taylor will take us on a journey that was depicted by the artists 
who travelled with Cook and illustrated the people and places Cook visit-
ed, South Africa, South America, New Zealand, 
Australia and several Pacific Islands. It should be 
a fascinating morning on Tuesday 8 March 2022.  
Our Lecture will commence at 10:30am in the 
Dorking Halls. 

We welcome new members and to find 
out more about us please visit our website 
www.theartssocietydorking.co.uk 
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Building Plans 
For Home Improvements & Extensions 

Many local projects completed 
Planning & Building Regulations Approvals 

Fast Efficient Service 
“Established over 30 years” 

MICHAEL LLOYD 
CEng MICE MIHT 

Phone: 01483 205479 or 07958 791402 
For free consultation 

Email: michael@lloydplanning.london 

Colin Campbell
Local Electrician

T:  01306 883 126
M: 07770 760 581

colincampbell146@btinternet.com

 Registered Part P 
 Approved Contractor 

We are a local tree surgery company offering all 
aspects of tree works by our qualified and fully 
insured team.  

info@ttasurreyltd.co.uk 
0800 1978490 

Sundown Cottage, Guildford Road, Westcott, Surrey, RH4 3QE 

• Tree surgery 

• Felling 

• Stump removal 

• Planting 

• Hedge cutting 

• Consultancy 

• Oak Processionary 
Moth treatment & 
nest removal  

Westcott based 

 

 

  
Manor Farm, Wotton 

Belted Galloway Beef For Sale 

Naturally Reared, Grass Fed,  

Dry Aged 28 days 

Fully Traceable From Farm to Fork 

info@manorfarmsurrey.com 

www.manorfarmsurrey.com 

01306 730922 
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         ABINGER NURSERY
Our fairytale 
adventures 
continue as 
we enjoy 
e x p l o r i n g 
s o m e 
all time 

favourite stories.  We put on a puppet 
show of Little Red Riding Hood and our 
messy play tray was themed red!  We 
built a bridge to trip trap across as three 
Billy Goats and avoided the troll who 
wanted to eat us for his dinner!  The 
Gingerbread man was created both 
by paper and delicious gingerbread 
and we all took turns in building once 
more – this time houses for the three 
little pigs.  Our Wolf huffing and puffing 
is exemplary!

We’ve celebrated Chinese new year 
by making pretty paper lanterns, 
exploring the sensations of noodles 
slipping through our hands and visiting 
our chinese restaurants – chopsticks in 
hand!  This is the year of the Tiger which 
meant tiger masks were a must!  Spring 
Rolls were on the menu for our cookery 
morning and we were able to continue 
the fun in the afternoon al fresco whilst 
we made a super yummy stirfry over 

the fire.

It’s at this time 
of the year we 
like to travel to 
far off places 
on our special 
a e r o p l a n e .  

We look at 
our huge 
world map, 
pick out a 
country to 
visit, and 
zoom, it’s up, up and away we go!  
However we also like to relax once our 
feet are back on the ground and we 
have a new home corner just perfect 
for that!  

Please be sure to put 20th March in your 
diary as the Great Abinger Bake Off 
returns,  from 2pm-4pm at the Evelyn 
Hall.  This really is a super fun community 
event for both the adults and the 
children. On the subject of fundraising 
we’d like to take this opportunity to say 
a big thank you to all our supporters 
who kindly donated raffle prizes at 
Christmas and Valentine’s including 
The Abinger Hatch, Shere Delights, 
Seymours Estate Agents, Waitrose, Co-
op and Kingfisher Farmshop and also to 
all our wonderful parents.

We are delighted to announce that are 
now offering breakfast and afterschool 
clubs.  Full information can be found on 
our website abingercommonnursery.
co.uk.

If you have a child looking to start 
Nursery please don’t hesitate to get 
in touch.   Please call 07842 978823 
or email abingercommonnursery@
gmail.com We can’t wait to show you 
around!

Kate Fairbrass
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WESTCOTT BEAUTY

A wintry scene from 
Fiona Humphrey

Train tracks at sunset 
by Jo Smewing

Winter sun by 
Fiona Humphrey

Please keep sending in any 
photos you have taken 

around Westcott,  we can 
all do with some extra 

lovliness now and again! 
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Call: 01306 740555

Specialists in Fine Art & Antiques Insurance

Anthony Wakefield & Company Ltd
South House, 21-37 South Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 2JZ

Email: info@anthonywakefield.com Visit: anthonywakefield.com

Anthony Wakefield & Company Ltd is authorised & regulated by the FCA under: 307545. Company number: 01756254. 
Our registered office is 4 Guildford Road, Westcott, RH4 3NR.

INSURANCE THAT GIVES YOU PEACE OF MIND

Sherlock Funeral Service 
130-year-old, independent, 

family business. 

• Funeral Directors & Monumental 
Masons 

• Private Service Chapel & Rest 
Rooms 

• Home visits if required 
• Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

 

Trellis House 
190 South Street  
Dorking RH4 2ES 
T: 01306 882266 
E: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk 

Sherlock Funeral Service 
is a part of Stoneman 
Funeral Service as of 

2010. 
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES...
Sadly, at 
the time 
of writing, 
in the 
last week 
anothe r 
five Mole 
V a l l e y 
p e o p l e 
h a v e 
p a s s e d 
a w a y 
within 28 
days of a 
positive test for COVID. 

If you haven’t 
taken the 
chance to 
have your 
free vaccine 
as yet, then 
please do 
pop along to 
see the great 
team at Beare 
Green Village Hall or search online for 
other easy ways to protect yourself. If 
you are one of the one third of local 
people who haven’t had their third 

vaccinat ion 
yet, why not 
pop over to 
Beare Green 
today? It 
really will 
make a 
difference.

Vaccinations update

Thank you to everyone who told me 
that last month’s item on COVID rates 
and vaccinations was interesting 
to them. The smallest unit of data 
that is published is for the footprint 
of Westcott, Ockley & Capel and 
we can see that cases have been 
generally rising since the impact of the 
Christmas and New Year break:

 

Locally, third/booster vaccination 
rates have very nearly reached 70% 
and another 1% of the population 
have received their first vaccination in 
the last seven weeks:
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RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
AGRICULTURAL • SCHOOLS • ACOUSTIC

 HOARDING • GATES • SECURITY 

RICHARDSON & BRADS FENCING LTD
T: 01306 640 143 - 01483 414 745

E: INFO@RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK
W: WWW.RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK

A: 168 SOUTH STREET, DORKING, SURREY, RH4 2ES
UNIT 45 MARTLANDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, SMARTS HEATH LANE, MAYFORD, GU22 0RQ 
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES... (cont.)
Springtime for Westcott

Although the start to this year has 
been pretty dry, a few of our local 
footpaths are already showing the 
signs of changes to local springs.

As you probably know, our village is 
sited around a series of springs and 
indeed water, including for powering 
local rural industry, has been at the 
heart of our community history since 
settlement first started here.

These springs can naturally move, 
particularly if there are periods of 
extended dry weather. Even those 
of us that are most committed to 
tackling climate change recognise 
that this is at least partly a natural 
geological event, but human activity 

may well be contributing too. It’s one 
of the reasons that Mole Valley District 
Council has consistently objected to 
drilling on Leith Hill ever since it was first 
suggested. 

If you see water running across 
footpaths and bridleways please do 
report it online via the Surrey County 
Council website. The Council’s Rights 
of Way team are actively monitoring 
these and have a process in place 
for identifying whether the change is 
permanent and needs addressing or 
whether it will naturally sort itself out 
without further human management.

Lift Someone Out of Loneliness

Feeling lonely is something that all 
of us can experience at any point in 
our lives, it can make us feel isolated 
and have a negative impact on our 
wellbeing. The pandemic has been 
an unsettling time for everyone, and 
it’s important to remember that many 
people may still feel disconnected, 
and will feel comfortable with different 
things, even when out of restrictions. 
We can’t compare ourselves to how 
others may be feeling or acting, and 
we should all take time to go at our 
own pace. 

Sometimes it can feel easier to help 
someone else who may be feeling 
lonely. There are lots of simple actions 
that you can do to help, like texting 
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remedial roofing
/rɪˈmiːdɪəl ˈruːfɪŋ/ adjective

• provided or intended for people with roof issues and deficiencies.
      “remedial rooÞng”

Services

ROOF REPAIRS

moss removal, 
repointing & lead-work

Call us today for a FREE quotation on:

01306 304736 | 07852 833802


    info@remedialrooÞng.co.uk         www.remedialrooÞng.co.uk

   Live feed video roof inspections

Search for a word 

Recommended, vetted & monitored local traders and service providers. 
 Recommended by previous customers, vetted by Checkatrade, monitored via 

customer feedback. 
 Obtain an up-to-date report of remedial roofing on www.checkatrade.com

Average score

10/10

NEW ROOFS FLAT ROOFS uPVC WORKS

slate & tiled roof 
replacements

traditional felt & GRP 
Þbreglass

fascia, sofÞt & 
guttering systems 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES... (cont.)
/calling/visiting a family member, 
friend or neighbour, reaching out to 
someone to suggest catching up over 
a tea or coffee, and inviting someone 
to join you in getting some fresh air 
and going for a walk.

The campaign shows five things that 
you can do:
1. Keep in touch with those around you
2. Join a group
3. Do things that you enjoy
4. Share your feelings – but do not compare
5. Help someone else to feel connected

If you want to know more about this 
NHS campaign, search for “Every 
Mind Matters” and check out their 
Loneliness web page.

Cradhurst Playing Field

At about this time of year, it is always 
good to remind us all of the fabulous 
facilities that we have collectively 
developed over the last 15 years at 
Cradhurst in the centre of the village.

2022 sees another piece of sporting 
infrastructure arrive – a new football 
goal:

Following a request from residents 
that a goal at Cradhurst would give 
older kids a place to build their skills 
and enjoy themselves, the idea 
had support at an open meeting of 
Westcott Village Association and has 
been delivered by the Mole Valley 
District Council.

Facilities like this at Cradhurst give 
people a chance to use up excess 
energies, to socialise and improve 
their mental health and to reduce 
the perception of low level anti-social 
behaviour elsewhere in the village.

If you have an idea for small scale 
infrastructure improvement then 
please let me know – you can always 
email me via james@10rookery.com 
or text / call 07710 433793.

James Friend
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Your village needs YOU!
    
Without volunteers, Westcott would be a very different place to live - no 
magazine, no WestFEST, no Christmas tree, no Reading Room… Could you 
spare any time to help support village life? The more people who volunteer, the 
more we can achieve together. Below is a list of some of the organisations who 
could do with some help, with details of what is required, the approximate time 
commitment and contact details if you’d like more information.  
 
    
Westcott Village Hall Trust    
Reading room bookings secretary 
Responding to booking enquiries; liaising with users; keeping online calendar; 
invoicing users. Good communicator with appropriate IT skills required. 
2 hours a week 
Alan Reif/ Hugh Parry accounts@westcottreadingroom.org.uk or 07768 254511

Trustees for Westcott Village Hall Trust CIO 
Quarterly trustee meeting and ad-hoc projects/meetings; professional 
background required. 
2-4 hours a month 
Alan Reif/ Hugh Parry accounts@westcottreadingroom.org.uk or 07768 254511

Green Westcott    
Working with the Green Westcott group  on a community garden and other 
local initiatives to tackle the climate and nature crisis 
One-off or recurring to suit 
info@greenwestcott.org

Baby Meals    
Cooking occasional meals for families with 
new babies and other Westcott residents in 
need. 
Anna Kemkers annakemkers@hotmail.co.uk

           CAN YOU SPARE TIME TO HELP?
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Westcott Village Magazine    
Distributing magazines to between 20 and 60 homes  
1 to 2 hours a month 
Moira Fenwick  distribution@westcottmag.com

Westcott Village Association 
Speedwatch volunteers 
Undertake speed monitoring sessions (with a second volunteer) so as to reduce 
excessive speed and noise impact through the village  
3-4 hours per month (2 sessions) 
Nick Lund nlund74@gmail.com

De-fibrillator at The Burrell, housed in the old phone box. Keeping clean inside, 
and weed-free around the outside  
15 mins per month 
contact@westcottvillage.com

   
 
Westcott Sports Club    
Spring tidying up of the ground and doing repairs. Tidying up garden-like refuse. 
Mending fences, repairing wooden equipment, laying and gluing matting to 
concrete base etc 
3 hours 3 weekend days in 
March or April 2022; specific 
days available shortly from 
contact  
Alan Pickering a.pickering@
gold.ac.uk

Thank You!

     CAN YOU SPARE TIME TO HELP? (cont.)
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flowergirls@kingfisherfarmshop.com  |  01306 730 703   or order from our website. 

Please check our website for our opening times.

‘Kingfisher’ Farm Shop
Flower Shop

        with 
  British Spring Blooms

27/03 Mothering Sunday

Surprise Mum

 
 
 

 
 

Groundwork and 
Drainage Engineers 

 
Sewage Treatment Plants, Septic 

Tanks and Soakaways 
 

Foundations, Concreting, 
Surface and Foul Drainage 

 

LEITH HILL PLANT LTD OCKLEY SURREY RH5 5LX 
www.lhpl.co.uk 

Phone 01306 628412 or email 
info@lhpl.co.uk 

Established 1992 
Fully Insured  

 
Soft interiors 

By 
Josephine 

 
BESPOKE HIGH 

Quality CURTAINS, ROMAN BLINDS AND 
soft furnishings  

 
PERSONAL AND FRIENDLY advice on 

design 
 

Fitting service available 
 
 

        Telephone:  01306 644802 (Home) 
                              07767 771777 (Mobile) 
        Email:        josoftinteriors@gmail.com 

 



31

       WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP
The Rise and Demise of the Honourable 
East India Company – Janet Bateson

This is a report of the talk given to the 
WLHG by  Janet Bateson in March 
2014.

Janet covered 250 years of the 
history of the East India Company 
– a Foundation Stone of Empire – in 
a revealing narrative with surprising  
links to our locality. Merchant venturers  
have made their way to the Far East 
across Europe by the Silk Road since 
ancient times and it became known 
as the Spice Route.  In 1362 a pound 
of cumin was worth a small fortune. 
The Portuguese mariner Vasco da 
Gama opened up the sea route in 
1497-1499 and secured the spice 
trade with Indonesia for his country. 
A Guild of Merchant Adventurers 
was established in York in 1357-68 
concerned with trade, charity and 
religion and the building still exists.    

The Honourable East India Company 

was established when 200 subscribers 
raised £70,000 for the first voyage to 
the East by ships when it was realised 
that shipping routes would be quicker 
than overland routes. In February 1601 
four ships laden with bullion, wool, 
iron items and crockery set off and 
eventually returned with pepper from 
Sumatra for which they had bartered.                         

Trade developed from East India 
House in Leadenhall Street and 
between 1620-1736 cargoes of 
cotton, silks, indigo and saltpetre 
(for gun powder when mixed with 
sulphur and charcoal) came from 
ports and trading posts on the east 
and west coasts of India. By 1668 
three Presidential bases had been 
established in Bombay, Madras and 
Calcutta (Bengal). These trading 
ships had to contend with competing 
vessels from Portugal, Holland and 
France along the coasts of India and 
the Indonesian Spice Islands. The 
East India Company had to defend 
its bases and established a powerful 
military arm including British and 
Indian troops.

To run its business efficiently the 
E.I.C established two Staff Colleges 
for training its personnel - for the 
military at Addiscombe (1809-1861) 
near Croydon and for administration 
at Hailebury & I.S.C (1806 -1857) in 
Hertfordshire where they were taught 
a number of Eastern languages as 
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•  Crown Reduction, Crown Lifting 
& Crown Thinning 

•  Tree Pruning & Dead Wooding
• Precision Tree Felling
• Pollarding
• Branch removal
• Cabling & bracing
• Stump Grinding
• Hedge Management
•  Storm Clearance and Ground 

Clearance
• Supplier of seasoned logs

Please do contact us on 0333 577 7663
Or email us at: info@southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk

South East Tree Surgeons are a  Family-Run business 
& offer an individual, personal service. We have been 
established over 22 years.

We provide a 24 Hour Emergency Service to 
Commercial businesses, local councils & private 
individuals. We offer Free written quotations & advice 
without any obligation.

Our Tree Surgery teams are Friendly, Qualified & 
insured. You can find out more about us on our website:  
www.southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk

Our Services include

Lawn Mowing
Lawn Treatments
Garden Tidy Ups
Turfing
Hedge Cutting
Pressure washing

Dorking and surrounding areas

07905 160765
phil@philsmowingdorking.co.uk

 
PAS FINANCIAL AND MORTGAGE 

SOLUTIONS LTD 
  
  

Tel 01306 881399 
  
Mobile 07710-854040 
  
E mail paulstacey88@gmail.com 

26 Furlong Road, Westcott Surrey RH4 3PR 
  
For  Mortgages and Protection 
  
A local and Friendly Service, tailored 
to your needs based in Westcott 
  
PAS Financial and Mortgage Solutions Ltd 
is an Appointed Representative of Pink 
Home Loans. Pink Home Loans is a trading 
name of Advance Mortgage Funding     
Limited which is authorised and regulated 
by the Financial Conduct Authority.  
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       WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP (cont.)
well, and both places were subject 
to very severe discipline. It was 
estimated that a young man, after 
successful trading in the Far East for 7 
years would be set up for life back in 
England.  

The E.I.C established mints to 
manufacture coins to replace the 
numerous local currencies. There 
was a Bombay Mint in 1677 which 
introduced the Rupee but the new 
Mint in Calcutta gave all India the 
same coinage by 1835. In 1625 
the King granted a licence for the 
manufacture of gunpowder. The 
E.I.C used the imported saltpetre 
from India and established a 
powder mill at Chilworth on the 
Tillingbourne Stream. George Evelyn 
and son had been licenced in 1589 
to manufacture gunpowder first at 
Kingston and later at Godstone and 
Wotton but eventually  diversified 
out of gunpowder because of the 
problem of getting the Monarch to 
pay for the goods. The Royal Chilworth 
mill continued to manufacture 
gunpowder until the early 1900’s 
although it had been taken over 
from the E.I.C by a consortium much 
earlier.                                                                                                                              

In 1685 the Chinese Emperor Manchu 
opened Chinese ports to trade, firstly 
at Amoy and later at Canton. This 
was a source of many exotic and 
luxury goods such as silks and tea.  
The East India Company ships had 

to line up in port with the Junks 
and other craft and trade was only 
allowed during October and March.  
In 1750 the tea trade was shipping  
2.5 million lbs per year to London 
where it was sold at 5 shillings/lb but 
by 1800 this had risen to 20 million 
lbs a year. In 1724 Sir Robert Walpole 
had put a steep tax on imported 
tea resulting in a serious smuggling 
problem. By 1740 England was  
drinking three times as much   
smuggled tea as legal tea.   
Fortunately the tax was reduced 
to 12.5% in view of the strife that 
smuggling was causing.    

For  200 years the E.I.C shipped  
cargoes to London which had to 
be unloaded into lighters on the 
Thames but in 1803 the East India 
Dock Company built the enclosed 
harbour basins where the water level 
was kept constant by lock gates.  This 
facilitated the direct loading and 
unloading activities.      

The end of the monopoly in 1833 
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marked the advent of the era of Tea 
Clippers such as the Cutty Sark (1869-
1877). The American Tea Clippers 
could sail from Hong Kong to London 
in 97 days around the Cape of Good 
Hope.  The E.I.C. had the monopoly 
on importing tea until 1833 and sold  
it at auctions in London. The 
merchants in London bought the tea 
wholesale and packaged it to sell in 
grocery shops under the names we 
know today.      

One such 
merchant was 
Charles Arthur 
Brooke of 
Ashton under 
Lyme who 
traded under 

the name Brooke Bond Tea, although 
there was no Mr Bond. This gentleman 
later came to live at a house called 
Leylands,  Sheephouse Lane, Wotton 
and in 1893 bought The Rookery on 
the death of George Fuller. Alice, his 
wife, lived there until about 1948 and 
was instrumental in charitable works 
in Westcott Village.

As time went on many troubles 
emerged to affect the East India 
Company. In 1837 the Chinese 
Emperor ordered the death penalty 
for the importation of Opium through 
its ports. In the period 1747-1756 
some 74% of employees in Bengal 
had died of sickness.  There was a 

pandemic of cholera in 1816 which 
spread right across India by 1820.   
The Company made efforts to 
meet these emergencies and built 
convalescent homes in 1821-1837 at 
its bases. On 9 May 1857 at Meerut, 
the Indian Mutiny took place when 
85 men of the 3rd Bengal Cavalry 
refused to use the new cartridges 
because they believed that they 
were greased with pig fat. The 
mutiny spread and the British military 
were sorely stretched. In 1858 the 
East India Company and its Board 
were replaced by the ‘India Office’ 
in London and this marked the end 
of a 250 year rule in the Far East. All  
the Company assets were taken 
over by the British Government under  
the 1873 Redemption Act.  

It is hoped that the lecture on 
Tuesday 8 March at St St Johns will go  
ahead as planned. Suggestions for 
talks are always welcomed by the 
WLHG committee.

Roger Christian        

       WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP (cont.)
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                 BROCKHAM CHORAL 

Brockham Choral Society continue their preparation 
to sing Bach’s St Matthew’s Passion. This year marks 70 years of singing 
together and their  Celebratory Concert will be performed in St.Martin’s 
Church Dorking on the 21st May, accompanied by the Covent Garden 
Sinfonia and the Surrey Youth Boys choir.

Cole Bendall, our Musical Director is giving us a truly wonderful, elating 
rehearsal experience along with Marion Lea our accompanist who is our 
orchestra.

If you would like to join us on our Musical journey please visit www.
brockhamchoral.org  All voices welcome no audition required. 

DORKING CHORAL

As we return to a semblance of 
normality post COVID and back to 
proper rehearsals and concerts, the 
Society is delighted to announce 
the appointment of our new 
Conductor, Daniel Mahoney. 
Daniel works regularly in the United 
States and the United Kingdom as a 
music director and guest conductor 
of several chamber Choirs including 
the Reading Bach Choir. He brings a 
wealth of international experience 
as conductor, vocalist and 
instrumentalist. He also holds the 
Conducting Fellowship of Schola 
Cantorum of Oxford. 

DCS is looking forward to the new 
season including the return of the 
Leith Hill Festival 
in April. 

 

 

 
CANINE MASSAGE THERAPIST – FAY TALBOT 

BASED IN WOTTON, SURREY, RH5 6QT 
TELEPHONE: 07920 428411 

EMAIL: info@faytalbot.co.uk 
www.faytalbot.co.uk 

www.galenmyotherapy.co.uk 
 
Myotherapy can help your dog by easing postural, physical 
and behavioral issues that you dog may have accrued through 
repetitive strain, injury, surgery or disease, including the 
management of: 
 

• Arthritis  
• Hip and elbow dysplasia 
• Older dogs with mobility issues 
• Post-surgery rehabilitation 
• Lameness issues 
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   SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS PRIMARY SCHOOL
As another busy half term draws to a 
close, we have time to reflect on all 
the exciting things that have been 
happening at Surrey Hills School and 
the changes ahead.
 
The Trust have recently been informed 
by the Regional Schools Commissioner 
(RSC) that the proposal to educate 
all pupils (Early Years to Year 6) on the 
Westcott site has been approved. This 
follows the consultation undertaken in 
the autumn term 2021, thank you to 
everyone who contributed to it. Every 
response submitted was shared with 
the RSC and I know they appreciated 
the candour and passion for the school 
that was clear in all the responses.
 
We now move into the implementation 
phase of the plan and therefore we 
look forward to welcoming Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 to Westcott on the 
first day of the Summer Term, Thursday 
21st April 2022. Colleagues from the 
GST central team will be supporting 
SHAS staff in preparing the classrooms 
and arranging equipment and 
furniture to be moved from the Abinger 
site. There will be various opportunities 
for the younger children to visit the 
Westcott site prior to Easter, to spend 
some time in their new classrooms with 
their teachers, to explore the outside 
space, the nature garden and to 
have lunch in the main hall. 

The Abinger school site has played a 

significant role for many people within 
the local community, particularly 
those who have attended the school 
or worked there in years past. This has 
been a challenging and emotional 
process and I thank everyone for 
their perseverance and patience. 
We look forward to welcoming our 
whole school family to Westcott as we 
continue to do everything we can to 
enhance the educational provision at 
the school. There will be various phases 
to this work over Easter, May half term 
and the summer holidays to ensure the 
best learning environment possible on 
the Westcott site.

Please see below some recent 
highlights of life in school:

Wow Day!

Year 3 and 4 really enjoyed their Wow 
Day and were kept busy helping the 
school cook 
p r e p a r e 
h e a l t h y 
food for 
the pupils’ 
lunches.
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Forest School

In Forest School Reception have been 
learning to use fire steels to make 
dragon sneezes and Year 1 and 2 
have been making bird hides. 

New iPads

We are all enjoying the new iPads we 
now have in school.  They are proving 
really helpful in supporting our learning 
across the school.

Viking Wow Day

Years 5 and 6 enjoyed their Viking 
Wow Day.  They enjoyed the drama 

in the Viking workshop and also made 
some fantastic longboats.

Please don’t forget to follow us on 
Twitter and Facebook. Here you can 
see daily life at Surrey Hills All Saints 
and can share in the amazing learning 
opportunities the children experience 
each day. We wish our local 
community well and hope everyone is 
staying safe. 

Twitter @SurreyAllSaints
Facebook @Surrey All Saints. 

Mr Simon Coles
Headteacher 

         SURREY HILLS SCHOOL (cont)
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01306 640418

01306 640418

Established Local Family Business

Established Local Family Business

Over 20 Years Experience

Internal & External

Commercial & Domestic

Friendly, First Class Service

Surrey / Sussex / Greater London

Over 20 Years Experience

Internal & External

Commercial & Domestic

Friendly, First Class Service

Surrey / Sussex / Greater London

Guildford Road • Westcott RH4 3QE

0 1 3 0 6  8 8 5 3 7 9
WESTCOTT

 Friendly village garage

 Superb service

 Good value

 MoT’s arranged

  Member of Guild of 
Master Craftsmen

• Quality Flowers • Personal Service • Customer Satisfaction •

• Wedding Specialists •
• Qualified Florists • Fresh Flowers & Plants • Local Delivery •

• Varied Gift Selection • Corporate Functions • Special Occasions •
• Funeral Tribute Specialists • Interflora Worldwide •

66 High Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1AY
T: 01306 883511  • E: fbe@btconnect.com

www.flowersbyelaine.co.uk

A6 advert.qxp_Layout 1  25/05/2017  02:44  Page 1

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Surrey Downs Tree Care is based in 
Westcott with over 30 years of 

experience 
All aspects of tree care and hedge 

management undertaken 
 

Contact us on 01306 875146 or 
07855232552 
Email Surreydownstc@gmail.com 



41

GRAHAM - OUR VILLAGE HAIRDRESSER

Graham, our village hairdresser, is retiring. For the past forty years we have been 
lucky to have a hairdressing salon in the village.  Now, at the end of March, 
Graham is leaving us. He has run the business under the name Michael Gerard 
since 1983, first with his partner Brian, then, after Brian’s untimely death, joined 
by Mary. 

It soon became a friendly meeting place, rather like another club in the village 
There was even the odd male customer. We saw how kind Graham was to the 
older ladies, then some of us noticed to our surprise that we had come into that 
category.

We are grateful for Graham’s years  of service 
and wish him a long and happy retirement, 
surrounded of course by horses and dogs.

Lots of us will miss him.

Barbara Pare

            THANK YOU

“I would like to thank you for all the lovely 
Get Well cards, flowers and even poems after 

my accident last year, and almost 
immediately afterwards the Beautiful 

sympathy cards. 

Westcott is such a lovely place to live, 
full of kind people, bless you. 

March 19th would have been our 
56th wedding anniversary”

Celia Harcombe
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JAZ2
SOPHISTICATED DINNER JAZZ

The Best of Sophisticated, Melodic Jazz
Add a little musical magic to your garden party/ 
anniversary/charity event or any kind of celebration, 
indoors or outdoors….
Featuring Ralph Sutton (piano) Cathy Williams (vocals), 
let JAZ2 entertain you and your guests with the best in 
sophisticated, melodic jazz...

Past Performances:
❖  Polesden Lacey Lazy Summer Sunday Jazz Afternoons
❖  Denbies Wine Estate
❖  8-year residency at Royal Academy of  Arts, Piccadilly, London
❖  Hilton Hotel, BT Tower, National Portrait Gallery, and 

many others in London
Music is great, sound quality is excellent, fees are very 
reasonable…..why wait?

Just call or email me for a chat about your requirements

www.jaz2.com Ralph Sutton: 01306 886826 or 07836 275102 
email at ralph@jaz2.com
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                MUSIC IN DORKING 
5th at 7.30, piano recital at Dorking Halls, £21, 01306 740619
12th at 7.30, Dorking Philharmonia at St Martin’s church, £15, 01306 730640
19th at 12.00, Cantatrice choir at St Martin’s church, £5
26th at 7.30, European chamber orchestra at Dorking Halls, £20-25, 01306 740619

March concerts begin with a recital by the pianist Leon McCawley, arranged by 
the Dorking Concertgoers Society.  His programme centres around the classical 
period with sonatas by Haydn, Mozart and Schubert, plus a very fine Rondo from 
late Mozart.

The Dorking Philharmonia will open their concert with Beethoven’s Egmont 
overture and conclude with Brahms’ lovely Serenade in D.  In between comes 
Shostakovich’s second piano concerto, a very attractive work originally written 
for the composer’s son Maxim, in which the soloist will be Imogen Painter.

Cantatrice Voices, comprising two choirs from Horsham and Steyning, will give 
a short lunchtime concert at St Martin’s.  Their programme will include music by 
a range of composers, including Fauré, Saint-Saëns and Bob Chilcott, and there 
will also be pieces by Vivaldi and Piazzolla for violin and piano. 

Another concert presented by the Concertgoers Society features a small 
chamber orchestra, the Kammerphilharmonie Europa. Their wide-ranging 
programme includes baroque music by Bach and Corelli, a trumpet concerto 
by the Czech composer Jan Neruda, pieces by Mozart and Rachmaninov, and 
Elgar’s delightful Serenade for strings.

The performance of Handel’s Messiah by singers of the Leith Hill Music Festival, 
which was scheduled for March, has been postponed because of the difficulty 
of holding large-scale rehearsals earlier in the year; it will now take place instead 
on 19 June.  The two main festival concerts remain scheduled for April.

There are screenings at the Dorking Halls of three operas – Verdi’s Rigoletto on 
10th, Richard Strauss’ Ariadne auf Naxos on 15th and Verdi’s Don Carlos on 26th 
– and also of Tchaikovsky’s ballet Swan Lake on 7th.

Ian Codd
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We are a multi-office Law Firm servicing the needs of our clients throughout 

London, the South East, across the United Kingdom and Worldwide.

Family & Divorce Law
Media Law
Litigation & Mediation
Employment Law
Private Client

Property
Crisis Management
Reputation Protection
Company Corporate
Fraud & Private Crime

Branch offices in: -
Dorking | Soho | Camberwell Green | Chigwell
Switchboard: 01306 884432
www.meaby.co.uk

Strength & wisdom in law & business since 1848

We are a multi-office Law Firm servicing the needs of our clients throughout 

London, the South East, across the United Kingdom and Worldwide.
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The beautiful sunny even if sharp weather 
in January encouraged everything from 
the spring bulbs popping up all over the 
woodland, trees and shrubs bursting into 
life and birds singing and exploring the 
bird boxes for suitable homes to bring up 
this year’s youngsters.  I have thoroughly 
enjoyed sitting on the veranda just 
listening and watching. 

I have also been very thoughtful, the 
end of 2021 and the beginning of 2022 
has been a sad time for QRMW. At 
the end of last year we lost two close 
friends, Veterans and supporters of the 
Woodland and in January our Angel 
of the Woodland, the wife of one of 
our Veterans, whose knowledge and 
help has been invaluable to the Charity 
and the Woodland, so much so we 
named our new Visitors Centre after 
her “Mercedita”.  All of these wonderful 
people will be honoured by their families 
at the Woodland when we hold our 
Anniversary Open Day on Saturday 11th 
June to which ALL are welcome.  Details 
will be issued about that special event 
soon.  

We are now preparing for our next Charity 
Fund Raising Event, the Easter Egg Hunt 
and Fun Day which will take place at the 
Woodland on Sunday 10th April.  Please 
be sure to register the children for the 
Easter Egg Hunt with Debbiehornblow@
yahoo.co.uk (07778873806) numbers 
are limited and we need to ensure we 
provide the correct number of goody 
bags and Easter Eggs etc. There’s plenty 

for the adults too, an Easter Raffle, Bottle 
Tombola and Easter Cakes plus  BBQ 
and drinks.  Tickets are £6 per child and 
parents are free!   

With Spring soon 
approaching you may 
wish to add to your 
collection or replace 
your bird nesting boxes 
and birds tables that I 
make. I am also making 

bee/insect boxes and the very popular 
squirrel tables.   Please let me know 
by contacting 
Debbie if you 
would like one of 
these items.  Bird 
tables are made 
to order and I 
have some stocks of nesting boxes, bee/
insect boxes and squirrel tables. Prices 

Bird Table £25, Nest 
boxes and bee/
instect boxes £5 to 
£10 depending on 
design, and squirrel 
tables £12. ALL 

proceeds go into the Charity Memorial 
Fund to help our Veterans in need. 

Remember the woodland is open 24/7.  
You can walk and sit, enjoy the songbirds 
at any time of day and if we are there the 
kettle is always on.  I look forward to seeing 
you at the Easter Fun Day if not before!!

Paul Cooling, Chairman
The Quick Response Memorial Woodland

     QRMW
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Accountants for Life

T: 01306 880880
E: partners@bullimores.co.uk

W: www.bullimores.co.uk
Bullimores LLP licensed to carry out the reserved legal activity 
of non-contentious probate in England & Wales by the ICAEW

 Tax • Accounts • Probate
Inheritance Tax & 

Executorship

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

LOCAL PAINTING AND  
DECORATING COMPANY
House Painting * Windows * Doors * 

Ceilings * Walls  * Frames  
Paper Hanging 

 

SURREY TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATIONS
FULL LIABILITY INSURANCE

07876 130 016
jhnsmthrs@aol.com

jspaintingandbuildingservices.co.uk
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COME AND JOIN US AT  
THE QUICK RESPONSE MEMORIAL WOODLAND 

Registered Charity No: 1174651 

Pasturewood Road, Holmbury St Mary RH5 6LG 

CHARITY EASTER EGG HUNT AND FUN DAY 
                On SUNDAY 10th April  
                            At 12.30pm 
            Fun for all the Family: 
               Easter Egg Hunt 
               Egg and Spoon Races for all ages 
               Easter Egg Stall 
               Easter Soft Toy Tombola 
               Bottle Tombola stall 
               Raffle 
               Cakes stall 
               BBQ and Drinks for sale 
 
 

 
Children £6 each  

Please Register Children ASAP to avoid  
disappointment as numbers are limited  

Email: Debbiehornblow@yahoo.co.uk 
Tel: 07778873806 
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LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

Manufacturers and suppliers of exceptionally high 
quality topsoils, turf and landscape materials, we have 
been supplying the landscape and horticultural trades 

as well as discerning retail customers throughout 
London and the South East for over 20 years!

New Website launches November 1st!

DELIVERING SPECIALIST SOILS 
TO THE MOST PRESTIGIOUS 

PROPERTIES IN THE UK

Tel: 01306 877540 or buy online at 
www.buryhilltopsoilandlogs.co.uk
Email: sales@buryhilltopsoil.com

BUILDING AGGREGATES  • WILDFLOWER TURF & SEED  • DECORATIVE STONE• 
PR
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      DORKING MUSEUM
The welcoming in of Spring is always a 
time of optimism and hope, so much 
to look forward to as the year unfolds.  
After a short temporary closure to allow 
for essential building maintenance work, 
Dorking Museum’s team of volunteers 
was so pleased to be able to open the 
doors again last month and welcome 
visitors back, and spring heralds the start 
of some of our other activities.

The Museum’s 
current exhibition, 
‘Darking 1620’, 
has proved 
a particularly 
p o p u l a r 
attraction with 
visitors and will 

remain until May 21st. So there is still 
plenty of time to enjoy (or enjoy again) 
a view of life in ‘Darking’ in 1620 and 
the story of William Mullins and the 
Mayflower travellers. The exhibition 
also features period apparel (including 
authenticated 17th century shoes 
found locally), the tools of Mullins’ trade 
as a shoemaker and a magnificent 
cross section model of the Mayflower, 
created for the exhibition by the 
Dorking Men’s Shed team.  There is a 
short film on the subject on the website 
at dorkingmuseum.org.uk/temporary-
exhibitions/ and a book, “The Weaver, 
the Shoemaker and the Mother of 
a Nation” by Kathy Atherton and 
Susannah Horne (The Cockerel Press), 
is available from the Museum’s online 
shop.

A recent addition to the Museum’s 
displays is a small replica of Dorking 
Greystone Lime Company “Coffee 
Pot” No. 1, the first steam locomotive 
purchased by the company to replace 
the team of horses pulling wagons at 
their quarry in Betchworth.  Celebrating 
its 150th anniversary last year, Coffee 
Pot No.1 is one of the world’s oldest 
working railway steam locomotives, 
now located at the Beamish Museum in 
County Durham. The model was made 
for the anniversary by local author and 
railway enthusiast Julian Womersley and 
is on loan to the Museum. 

Walking in Dorking:  Our popular 
programme of guided walks resumes 
in April but can be booked now.  Walks 
include ‘Hidden Historic Dorking’, 
Historic Pub walks, and a Family History 
Detective walk. On the edge of town are 
the Deepdene Trail, with spectacular 
views and exclusive access to the 
grade 2* listed Hope Mausoleum, and 
Betchworth Castle, with exclusive access 
to the castle enclosure. There are regular 
scheduled 
walks, or you 
can book a 
group walk 
to suit your 

Centre of Darking in early 1600s    
by Frances Mountford
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FFoorr  AAllll  YYoouurr  FFeenncciinngg  
AAnndd  LLaannddssccaappiinngg  NNeeeeddss  

  
  
FFuullllyy  QQuuaalliiffiieedd,,  EExxppeerriieenncceedd  aanndd  

IInnssuurreedd  SSiinnccee  11998866..  
  

CCaallll  DDaavviidd  SSeeaallll  oonn    
0077888877  776666  116611  

  
  
  
MMaadd  HHoorrssee  CCooppssee  FFaarrmm  
LLooggnnoorree  LLaannee  
WWeessttccootttt  
NNrr  DDoorrkkiinngg    
SSuurrrreeyy  RRHH44  33GGBB  

BUY, SELL or LET
your property with…

Local  People  • Local  Knowledge • Local  Experts

27 South Street, Dorking, Surrey  RH4 2JZ
www.seymours-estates.co.uk

Seymours Dorking
01306 776674

sales@seymours-dorking.co.uk
lettings@seymours-dorking.co.uk 

Emma Cathro Reflexology 

Reflexology is an ancient therapy that encourages the 
body to relax and come back into balance, by 
stimulating specific points on the feet or hands. It can 
help to improve so many complaints such as insomnia, 
hypertension, pain, long covid, stress, low mood & 
anxiety. Come and enjoy the therapeutic benefits of 
reflexology in my comfortable and peaceful treatment 
room in Westcott.     

Tel. 07811 526 156          

www.ecreflexology.co.uk         @emmacathroreflexology   
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      DORKING MUSEUM (cont.)
requirements. Please see the website for 
details and booking.

South Street Caves: Our cave tours 
also resuame in April, but these sell out 
quickly. Tickets are now on sale. The 
Caves date from the 17th century and 
hidden galleries take you down to the 
‘Mystery Chamber’, 50 feet below 
street level. There are four open day 
tours once a month, or private tours 
can be arranged for special groups or 
occasions. Please see the website for 
details and booking.

Every month has its ‘special days’ and 
we would like to highlight two in March, 
firstly International Women’s Day on 
8th March. The local area was a hot-
bed of activity in the fight for the vote 
for women, with Emmeline Pethick-
Lawrence one of the most noted 
participants. As well as in the Museum 
displays, a short film, ‘Suffragettes in the 
Surrey Hills’ can be found on YouTube 
and Kathy Atherton’s books ‘Suffragette 
Planners and Plotters’ and ‘Suffragettes, 
Suffragists and Antis’ are available 
from the Museum’s online bookshop. 

Look out for blue plaques unveiled on 
the front of the former home of the 
Pethick-Lawrences, The Dutch House in 
South Holmwood, and the campaign 
headquarters run by Charlotte Marsh 
and Helen Gordon Liddle in Howard 
Road, Dorking.

One of the foremost 
local campaigners 
against Women’s 
Suffrage was 
Bertha Broadwood, 
whose family is 
world famous for 
the manufacture 
of pianos – and 
29th March is Piano 
Day. Lyne House, near Capel, was the 
family home from 1799 until 1975 and 
customers of John Broadwood and 
Sons included Beethoven, Chopin and 
Liszt. Locally, National Trust landmark 
Broadwood’s Folly at Box Hill was built 
by Thomas Broadwood in the 1810s, 
and Mrs Charlotte Broadwood built one 
of the country’s first cottage hospitals 
in Capel in 1866 (now the Charlotte 
Broadwood Flats). The Museum’s 
collection includes several Broadwood 
family items.

The Museum is at 62 West Street, Dorking 
RH4 1BS.  Thursday 1pm-4pm, Friday 
and Saturday 10am-4pm. Free entry, 
but donations welcome. Visit www.
dorkingmuseum.org.uk.  Enquiries to 
admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk or 
phone 01306 876591.

Emmeline Pethick-Lawrence (right, with rosette) marching 
alongside Mrs Pankhurst at the head of the Women’s 

Coronation procession, 17th June 1911.
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Garden Maintenance

O�  ce:   01306  898  917
Mobile: 07887  511  515

Garden and Grounds maintenance throughout the year

Complete garden and grounds maintenance and clearance
For more details on all services and my 3-stage lawn-care programme see website

• Complete lawn care & mowing
•  Granular & liquid lawn fertilisers
•  Moss control & complete weed 

treatment
• New poly-S technology
• Border maintenance

•  Fruit trees pruned
•  Hedge trimming
•  Leaf clearing
•  Hard stand jet washing
• Tur� ng & seeding
•  Plants supplied and planting

www.premiergardensdorking.co.uk • davidpremiergardens@gmail.com

Premier Gardens

Get IT Fixed
Get IT Connected

Expert Repair & Maintenance

ChalkHill Systems
www.chalkhillsystems.co.uk

We make technology work for you 

Call now on 01737 845980
Brockham based. No call out charges.

Fully transparent quotations with no hidden costs.

MicklehamParish News Dec 2013 63x88.indd   1 18/12/2013   18:26:00
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Avian Influenza Prevention Zone

An Avian Influenza 
Prevention Zone (AIPZ) 
came into force across 
Great Britain on the 3 
November 2021, and in 
Northern Ireland on the 17 
November 2021. 

This was extended to include housing measures across the UK on the 
29 November 2021.

These measures mean that it is a legal requirement for all bird keepers 
across the UK (whether they have pet birds, commercial flocks or just 
a few birds in a backyard flock) to keep their birds indoors and follow 
strict biosecurity measures to limit the spread of and eradicate the 
disease.

For full information 
on the measures and 
the action required 
go to https://www.
gov.uk/guidance/
avian-influenza-bird-
flu
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We advise on law but do much, much more!

JENNIFER  MARGRAVE
SOLICITORS  LLP

www.jennifermargrave.co.uk
Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority

SRA No. 533213

The Old Post Office, 130 Epsom Road,
Guildford, GU1 2PX

Tel: 01483 562722

E: enquiries@jennifermargrave.co.uk

Wills, Trusts & Probate
Lasting Powers of Attorneys
Court of Protection matters

NHS funding issues
Non-mortgage related

residential conveyancing

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

Dorking Pest Control
 Services Local Authority Approved Contractors

Experts in pest control 
throughout Surrey 

 Office: 01306 743001
 Ivor: 07710 117491
 Chris: 07971 519415

Our Services Include:
Wasps, Bee Swarms, Hornets,
Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Fleas, Flies,
Ants, Cockroaches, Bed Bugs,
Rabbits, Moles, Foxes and Deer.

• Domestic, Commercial and Industrial

• Contract Work

• Preventative Control Programmes

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

• Felling • Tree Surgery 
• Pruning • Hedge • Cutti  ng

• All Types of Fencing Supplied & Erected 
• Fully Insured Free Esti mates

Tel: 01403 824048 
Mobile: 07714 689 824

CHEAP HARDWOOD 
LOGS FOR SALE
www.gbfencingandtreesurgery.co.uk
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          GREEN WESTCOTT
Rosmarinus Officinalis

Rosemary helps 
activate the 
circulatory system 
and can ease 
indigestion. If you’re 

feeling down or depressed, it’s known 
for increasing your spirits because 
of its antidepressant properties. 
Sometimes rosemary is used as a 
remedy to alleviate headaches.
Parts Used: Leaves and flowers 
How to Use: Rosemary is typically used 
as a rub for meats and for roasts. It’s 
also used in baking, including breads, 
crackers, and even cookies. 

Salvia Officinalis - Sage
Sage is great 
for warding off 
infections, colds, 
and flus. Sage serves 
as a good digestive 

aid and relaxes the nervous system. 
Part Used: Leaves
How to Use: Add to meat rubs, sauces, 
soups, and stuffings.

Thymus Vulgaris – Thyme
Thyme is an all-round 
immune system 
booster.  Because 
of its antibacterial, 
antiviral and anti-
fungal properties, 

thyme fights off infections and colds.  
Thyme is also known for calming the 
nervous system and easing an upset 
stomach. 

Culinary Herbs For Wellness 
Culinary herbs can be grown on 
your balcony, backyard, or even 
your windowsill and is a great way to 
incorporate them into your cooking 
creations. Some herbs boost the 
immune system, while others can help 
reduce anxiety, stress, tension, and 
even lift our mood. Reducing stress 
is important to keep your immune 
system strong, healthy, and alert.

Ocimum bassillium - Basil
Health benefits: 
Basil supports the 
immune systems due 
to its antibacterial 
properties.

Part Used: Leaves 
How to use: During the winter months 
basil pesto is a great addition to 
pastas and can be used as a topping 
for soups and stews.

Origanum Vulgare – Origanum
Oregano has 
a n t i s e p t i c 
properties, which 
are beneficial 
for fighting off 

respiratory infections and digestive 
issues.  It can also reduce nervousness 
and irritability caused by tension and 
anxiety. 
Parts Used: Leaves
How to Use: Oregano is a great herb 
to add to most dishes.  Use fresh for a 
more intense flavour. 
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01483 284769
info@springreachnursery.co.uk
www.springreachnursery.co.uk

VISIT SURREY’S FINEST NURSERY
Just 5 mins from RHS Wisley

Buy homegrown plants direct from our nursery in Surrey. Local British produce of the 
highest quality direct from the grower.

We offer a fantastic range, all supported by expert advice and service.

Spring Reach Nursery
Long Reach
Ockham, GU23 6PG

Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm
Sunday 10:30am-4:30pmTrade enquiries welcome

Clematis Trees Hedging Ferns Shrubs

GrassesClimbersRosesPerennialsFruit

Ring: 07944 575970
Sales@SurreyHillsHeating.co.uk

www.SurreyHillsHeating.co.uk

Dorking based Surrey Hills Heating Ltd specialise 

in servicing, maintenance and repairs of Oil and 

LPG heating systems. Our specialities include:

• Oil and LPG boiler repairs, servicing and 
installation

• Heating system balancing and alterations
• Powerfl ushing to remove sludge
• Boiler replacements
• Hot and cold water system changes
• Installation of pressurised hot water 

systems and shower pumps

Painters and Decorators

Working in Westcott 
since 1980

Our repeat clients prove our 
Quality and reliability

Phone for free estimates and 
local references

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.com
Tel: 01306 876110

Mobile: 07880848459

Shiers 
Decor
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Parts Used: Leaves and flowers
How to Use: Add chopped leaves to 
salads, soups, sauces and seasoning 
mixes.

Lize Copeland is a Naturopath and 
has a very keen interest in everything 
natural and herbal. Disclaimer: 
The information in this article is not 
intended to diagnose, treat, or cure 
any disease. You are advised to 
consult with your doctor or health 
care practitioner for any medical 
conditions.

Lize Copeland

The State of English Rivers

Rivers and streams are the veins of our 
planet, providing vital ecosystems to 
support a host of species.  They play a 
crucial role in supporting biodiversity 
and human life – providing water 
for drinking and growing food and 
enabling our cities, towns and villages 
to thrive.

The current state of our rivers is 
shocking: 0% of all rivers in England are 
in good overall health.  None!  English 

rivers are polluted with a cocktail of 
chemicals and slurry.

Locally many of us have enjoyed sunny 
afternoons paddling in the Pippbrook 
or paddling, fishing or swimming in the 
River Mole at the Stepping Stones.  
However, it is alarming to see from 
The Rivers Trust ‘Is my river fit to play 
in?’ map that there were 118 overflow 
incidents from Dorking’s Thames 
Water sewage treatment plant in 
2020, resulting in over two thousand 
hours of untreated/partially-treated 
effluent flowing with storm water into 
the River Mole.

Find out more: 
The Rivers Trust www.theriverstrust.org 
River Action www.riveractionuk.org 
raise awareness on river pollution 
and apply pressure on industrial 
and agricultural producers. Dorking 
Climate Emergency are forming a 
group to tackle local river pollution 
– email: contact@dorking-climate-
emergency.net

            GREEN WESTCOTT (cont.)
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01306 711293
edebros.co.uk

• Established 1926, 
Capel-based 
and family owned

• For STRESS-FREE
local, national and
worldwide moves

• Contact us 
for your FREE
estimate...

 

  
  
  
  
  
  

Faye and her team are friendly, reliable 
cleaners who can solve all your  

household chores.  
Working in Westcott for 12 years.  

Local references available.  
Phone 07590 276238  
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January 2022 update 

 
 
The December draws were held on the village green by the Christmas tree (which  
was jointly funded by the Westcott Gardeners’ Club and the Westcott 100 Club).  
 
The winning tickets are: 
 
 

• 25th Quarterly draw – 1st prize (£115) no. 31 
• 2nd prize (£57.50) no. 13 

• 7th Annual draw (£230) no. 63 
 

 
The AGM and next Quarterly draw will be held in March. 
 
 
For more information either on joining the scheme or on the process for applying 
for funds from the scheme, please email us at westcott.100.club@gmail.com. We 
hope to hear from you soon. 
 
 
 

The Westcott 100 Club is a Small Society Lottery registered with Mole Valley DC no. 48965. 

 

WWeessttccootttt  110000  CClluubb  

 

 

 
 
 

The Westcott 100 Club is a Small Society Lottery registered with Mole Valley DC no. 48965. 
 

If it’s March, it must be time for another Westcott 100 Club draw 
(and Annual General Meeting).

As a reminder, the club exists for the benefit both of its members 
and of clubs, societies and individuals in Westcott.

Members benefit from the opportunity to win prizes five times a year 
– for an annual subscription of £25 per ticket.

The wider village benefits from matched-funding grants available from 
the Club. Any local club, society or individual can submit an application 

for funding to support their projects.

To date, over £5,500 has been awarded in prizes and over £9,000 donated 
to local good causes. We have further funds available to be allocated to 
the next good cause – maybe you have some ideas. Please get in touch. 

Our email address is:

westcott.100.club@gmail.com

We hope to hear from you soon!

                        Alda Andreotti (Chair)
   Edwin Harland (Treasurer)
    Richard Packer (secretary)
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