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Westcott has a population of over 
2,000 and this is the only magazine 
written specifically for the Westcott 
area by the people of Westcott.  It 
is hand delivered, free of charge, to 
every household and further copies 
are available at the church, local 
shops, pub and doctor’s surgery.

If you have any articles, photos, 
letters, etc that you think we may  
like to feature in the next issue,  
please email the Editor on:

editor@westcottmag.com
But please note, publication will     
always be subject to space and at 
the discretion of the Editor.

Copy deadline for 
September issue:

8th August 2022

This magazine, published by the 
Church in Westcott, is printed on 
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 
accredited paper from a sustainable 
source. The views expressed are 
those of the individual writers and 
do not necessarily reflect the views 
of the Church, Editor or Westcott 
residents.

Cover photo - Cornflowers and Foxgloves by Edward Bennet
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FROM THE EDITOR
We made it to 
summer! I am 
definitely making 
the most of the 
warm, light summer 
evenings - long may 
they last!  If you’ve just 

finished exams, then congratulations 
and I hope you get a well deserved 
break over the next few weeks.

We have a couple of reports of Julbilee 
celebrations held in the village, 
whatever you did I hope you enjoyed 
it and that it brought you together with 
friends or family. The cricket club has 
an open evening on 22nd July, with a 

BBQ and the bar running. In the same 
week, on 20th July, Westcott School is 
also holding an open evening to show 
what has been done up at the site 
and to share the plans for the future, 
everyone is invited (see p32).  

Lastly, welcome to our new vicar, Rev 
Tim Armstrong who takes up his post in 
September, and introduces himself on 
p6-7. 

Enjoy the summer, however you spend 
it and fingers crossed the weather is 
kind!

Cath
editor@westcottmag.com

              VOLUNTEER/BABY MEALS

Happy news! We’ve had a flurry of enquires - 
multiple new babies are due in Westcott over 
the summer…! More to follow in the next issue, 
but in the meantime we would be delighted 
if any more volunteer cooks want to join our list! Please get in touch if 
you think you could help out occasionally cooking meals for families 
with new babies and other Westcott residents in need, or if you know 
of someone in a time of difficulty, who might benefit from a few home 
cooked meals. And of course, please also get in touch if you’re a Westcott 

resident expecting a baby, we have over 40 
volunteers ready to cook for you in those first few 
weeks of new-baby chaos! 

Anna Kemkers 
annakemkers@hotmail.co.uk
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THE VILLAGE CHURCH, FOR 
THE WHOLE VILLAGE
I was recently looking through a box 
of historical documents in the church, 
a fascinating step back in time, 
giving glimpses of the past such as 
the introduction of electric lighting 
(and electricity bills!), to a discussion 
on whether to take out extra war 
insurance.

One book that was of 
particular interest was 
the “rent” book from 
1852.  Did you know 
when the church was 
first built you had to 
rent your seat?  The church then was 
quite a bit smaller than today, and 
the book records the names of those 
who had paid up for the year, and 
therefore secured their place on a 
Sunday.

I am pleased to say that only three 
years later, something, or someone 
recognised that going to church 
shouldn’t be dependent on ability to 
pay!  Accessibility is the watchword of 
today, but in 1855 it was clearly also an 
issue.  The famous architect (Gilbert-
Scott) who designed the church, 
made radical changes to increase 
the capacity of the building, making 
a significant sacrifice to the original 

...FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

design in the process (it was originally 
designed in the shape of a cross), 
to make the building accessible 
to the whole village.  Grants were 
sought for extra “free” seating, a 
requirement for which was that they 
should be located in the best parts 
of the church i.e. with a good view 
of the preacher and not be facing 
away from the altar.  The church was 
rammed with seating, probably far 
beyond what would be acceptable 
for fire regulations today – with up to 
50 children seated on benches under 
the belltower, where we currently 

have the Creche room.

Accessibility today has 
thankfully moved on from 
whether you can (or want 
to!) pay for your seat in 
a Sunday service.  But 

making church accessible is still an 
ongoing project for us.  By the time 
this goes to print I hope we will be well 
underway with the installation of an 
accessible toilet, generously funded 
by the legacy of a former member of 
our congregation.  A much overdue 
provision for those who cannot use 
our current facilities.  We also have a 
hearing loop, and the service words 
can be followed on an iPad for those 
who find that easier to see.

IF YOU HAVEN’T 
BEEN IN CHURCH 

RECENTLY, DO POP IN 
AND HAVE A LOOK.  
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...FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

If you have visited church in the last 
couple of years you will have also 
noticed that we no longer have 
pews, having been temporarily 
removed to facilitate social 
distancing during the pandemic.  The 
flexibility to adapt to the myriad of 
changing rules on social distancing, 
proved invaluable, especially when 
managing “bubbles” to maximise 
capacity for significant events such 
as weddings and funerals.  But we 
were also struck by the fact that we 
had made the church accessible for 
wheelchair users, and parents with 
buggies.  Instead of sitting to one side 
with a poor view of the preacher and 
no view of the altar (considered to be 
an issue even in 1855!), now families 
could sit together and join in fully with 
the service.

Not having the pews has also opened 
up the church as a large community 
space for the village, in a way it hasn’t 
before.  We have more flexibility for 
concert seating, and events with 
people sitting at tables – most notable 
recently was the Ukraine fundraiser, 
where the church was packed for 
a very enjoyable night of fish and 
chips, a quiz and c.£2,500 raised for 
humanitarian relief in Ukraine.

The PCC has decided to apply 
to make the change permanent, 
and not lose the benefits we have 
experienced for accessibility and 
community use.  Of course with any 
change there can be a sense of loss.  
We understand that the old seating 
has been used for significant events 
over the years, and features, for 
example, in many wedding photos 
(including my own!).  As of today, the 
temporary nature of the change also 
means the interior could look better, 
and so if the change is permanently 
approved, we plan to do work to 
smarten up the floor and buy new 
chairs so we don’t have to use plastic 
ones for big events.

If you haven’t been in church 
recently, do pop in and have a look.  
The church is open in the daytime, 
and we get positive comments on 
how light and airy it now feels.  There 
is also a display board at the back of 
church describing the plans.

Our aim is to have a village church 
that is accessible and usable for 
everyone in the village.  We stand on 
the shoulders of our forebears in that 
endeavour.

Simon Mabley, Churchwarden
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INTRODUCING REV’D TIM ARMSTRONG

The Bishop of Guildford is delighted to announce the appointment of
Rev’d Tim Armstrong

as Vicar at Holy Trinity Westcott

The Bishop of Dorking will licence Tim on Thursday 8th September at 7:30pm
Rev’d Tim’s first Sunday services at Holy Trinity will take place 

on Sunday, 11th September

We look forward to welcoming Tim, his wife and children into the 
parish, and encourage us all to pray for him and his family, as they 

prepare for their move

I am so excited 
to have been 
appointed the next 
Vicar of Holy Trinity, 
Westcott, and look 
forward to joining 
you all in September. 

I thought I would briefly introduce 
myself and my family.

I am married to Jenny who was born 
and raised in Worthing on the South 
Coast. We are celebrating our tenth 
wedding anniversary this July. We 
have two boys: Archie (5) and Herbie 
(2), and are expecting a third son this 
September.

As a family we enjoy walking up 
hills (the boys may question my 
use of ‘enjoy’ here), exploring the 
countryside, visiting National Trust 
Properties, going rock pooling for 
crabs, generally causing chaos, and 
attempting to garden – especially 
when it involves a visit to a Garden 
Centre Café.

I grew up in a village overlooking the 
beautiful Severn Valley in Shropshire 
(an area that is well worth a visit if 
you have never made the trip). I 
am currently a Curate in South West 
London at St Michael’s, Southfields 
with St Stephen’s, East Putney and 
Ackroydon Community Church. 
Before training to be a Vicar up in 
the Cathedral City of Durham I was 
a Youth and Children’s Worker in 
Peckham, South East London. In all 
these places I have seen the role that 
churches can play as a focal point for 
community life, and I have a passion 
to see communities coming together.

In my spare time I enjoy reading, 
drinking a good pint of bitter, 
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There has been no floodlighting sponsorship for July and August.
If you would like to sponsor the floodlighting, please contact Sarah Massey at sarah@
holytrinitywestcott.org.uk.  (Suggested donation of £75 to Westcott Church Funds.)

FLOODLIGHTING

and trail running (although not 
often at the same time). I am an 
often-disappointed Kidderminster 
Harriers FC fan and I look forward 
to watching the recently promoted 
Dorking Wanderers FC as they play 
next season in the National League 
(Kidderminster went out in the playoffs 
in case you were wondering).

I became a Christian at a young age, 
and as the years have gone and I 
have wrestled with my faith I have 
become more and more convinced 
that the claims Christianity makes 
about Jesus Christ are intellectually 
plausible, utterly transforming for 
individuals and communities, and are 
truly Good News for all people. I have 

found that my faith in Jesus has given 
me deep joy and hope – even in the 
most challenging of circumstances. 
Whether you have a strong faith or 
are utterly opposed to the idea of 
religion, I am really looking forward 
to spending time with you exploring 
the big questions of life, as well as 
chatting about football/gardening/
international politics (delete as 
appropriate), in the years to come.

I will be praying for you all over the 
coming months, and we would 
appreciate your prayers for us as 
we prepare to move and say our 
farewells here.
All the best,
Tim Armstrong

Information for those interested in helping Ukrainians

Please visit thechurchinwestcott.org.uk
      Click Ukrainian Support on homepage or click & select under Resources

Useful links and documents on the following:
Visa Application Process
Related Charities seeking donations
Language Lessons and Translation Services
Safeguarding, Safety Precautions, Accessing the NHS, Social Support,
Trauma Help
Special Offers
Local Host Families and Support Networks
This page will be regularly updated with new information.  
If you have useful information to share or find any of the links are broken, 
please email: WestcottHelpUkraine@gmail.com
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THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

I have been a 
Magistrate (JP) 
for over 22 years 
and an active 
member of church 
c o m m u n i t i e s 
in London and 

Westcott, and I believe that being a 
JP and a Christian are compatible. 

Our summary justice system was 
founded with the magistracy at 
the centre. Magistrates are unpaid 
volunteers and have dispensed justice 
in their local communities for more 
than 650 years, since Justices of the 
Peace Act introduced the novel 
proposition that decent members 
of the community, not themselves 
lawyers, should be vested with the 
power to administer justice. We are 
not judges and do not wear gowns 
and wigs. That is not to say that the 
magistracy hasn’t changed since 
then. Thankfully, it has. JPs are a 
vibrant and diverse group and closely 
represent the communities they serve. 
I am particularly impressed by the 
improvements relating to gender and 
ethnicity. 

The role has changed over time, and 
will continue to do so as communities 
change. But the qualities of today’s 
magistracy – fairness, good character, 
understanding of people and the 

application of sound judgement – 
have been constant for decades. 

The word “justice” gets bandied 
about a lot. We talk about justice, 
injustice, social justice, doing justice, 
and whether or not justice has been 
served. It seems many of us use 
different definitions of justice. What 
seems “just” to one person seems 
“unjust” to another. What is a Christian 
perspective and definition of justice?

When Scripture says God is righteous, 
it is saying God is just. In Romans, 
Paul has much to say about the 
“righteousness of God” (Romans 3:21-
22). I’d like to suggest four aspects of 
biblical justice that relate back to my 
role as a Magistrate. 

Personal Accountability:  For many 
modern people, justice has only one 
aspect, personal accountability. This 
aspect is certainly part of the biblical 
definition of justice. When a person 
does something wrong, a person 
in authority (judge, king, God, etc.) 
assigns a commensurate penalty for 
that crime. In other words, justice is 
served when the guilty individual is 
called to account.

Fairness:  Doing justice means not 
giving an unfair advantage to some 
people over others. Because ancient 

BALANCING JUSTICE:   BEING A MAGISTRATE AND A 
CHRISTIAN – ARE THEY COMPATIBLE?
DIEU-ET-MON-DROIT (God and my right – the motto of the British Monarch)
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THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

Israel was an agrarian society, the 
Bible often uses terms relating to 
measurements, balances, and 
weights to express the fairness aspect 
of justice. People traded with goods 
like grain and oil. There was a natural 
temptation for merchants to give 
a slightly better exchange rate to 
certain people over others. After all, 
who would notice? God noticed. 
He noticed every time people used 
an unequal weight or measurement 
(Proverbs 11:1; 16:10-11; 20:23). Justice 
is not only a matter of the courtroom 
but also the marketplace. It is not just 
police officers, judges, and lawyers 
who should be concerned about 
justice, but every person who interacts 
with others. Justice demands we ask 
the question, “Is this fair?”

Collective Responsibility:  An aspect 
of biblical justice that many modern 
people struggle to understand is 
collective responsibility. We tend to 
create a false dichotomy between 
collective responsibility and personal 
accountability. Many think it must 
be one or the other, but it is actually 
both. Human beings are more 
than individuals. We are part of 
communities, social groups, and 
nations. We influence one another. 
Our choices both benefit and harm 
others. So, injustice is often a tangled 
social web we weave and it touches 
nearly everyone in society. Justice 
demands that we take responsibility 
for our community and JPs represent 
that community. It means we speak up 

against unfairness and mistreatment. It 
also means we attempt to repair what 
others (including previous generations) 
have broken.

Merciful Generosity:  The biblical 
concept of justice does not pit mercy 
against justice but ties it all together. 
Biblical justice is loving, merciful, 
gracious, generous, and restorative. As 
mentioned earlier, Jesus considered 
charity an act of doing justice or 
practicing righteousness (Matthew 6:1-
2). When we provide food, clothing, 
and shelter to those in need, we are 
doing justice or acting righteously. 

The bad news is, we’ve all participated 
in injustice. We’ve been selfish, shirked 
away from our personal and collective 
responsibilities, treated people 
unfairly, and withheld good from 
people when it was within our power 
to do it. That is why, in love, Jesus has 
become the human representative 
we so desperately need. Though he 
was personally innocent, he took 
responsibility. He offered himself as 
the atoning sacrifice, so that humanity 
could be held accountable and also 
have mercy extended to them (see 
Romans 3:21-26).

When we adopt the biblical 
perspective on justice, we can never 
self-righteously stand in condemnation 
of others. Only those who adopt a 
humble posture of repentance and 
faith will be “justified” (Luke 18:9-14).

Kieran Murphy JP
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8.30am  Book of Common Prayer Communion, A  warm welcome 
in our beautiful, traditional service.
10.15am Friendly, relaxed service, using Common Worship and a 
range of music styles. This service is also livestreamed on Zoom.
For 10:15am Zoom service connection, please scan this QR code, 
or visit the Online Services page of thechurchinwestcott.org.uk 
& follow the link.

Mask wearing is no longer mandatory in church.  If you feel unwell, 
please do not come in person - join us on Zoom at 10:15am.
The church is open every day, 9am-4pm for private prayer & reflection

Wednesdays 10am Communion at St John’s

SUNDAY SERVICES AT HOLY TRINITY

DATE THEME 8:30AM 10.15AM
3rd 
July

Trinity Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Morning Worship

10th 
July 

Trinity: God 
the Son

Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Communion

17th 
July

Trinity Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Morning Worship

24th 
July

Trinity Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Communion

31st  
July

Trinity:  God 
the Holy Spirit

Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Morning Worship

7th, 14th, 21st & 
28th August

8:30am Book of Common Prayer Communion
10:15am Morning Worship/Communion, also on Zoom.

MIDWEEK PRAYER & WORSHIP

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

Marriage:

19th May 2022 Alistair Scriven & Meghan Lewis

Death:

4th May 2022 Paul Frederick Killick (58)
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The Westcott 100 Club is a Small Society Lottery registered with Mole Valley DC no. 48965. 
 

 

By the time you read this, three tickets will have been drawn for the 
June quarterly and one-off special Platinum Jubilee draws. We hope the 
winners have found a suitably regal way to celebrate their wins.

The fund available for grants for good causes and initiatives in the village 
continues to grow. The Westcott 100 Club will be supporting a party 
for our Ukrainian guests, their hosts and others on 24 August (Ukraine’s 
Independence Day). More details will be published nearer the time.

Membership costs £25 per year per “ticket”. Your number(s) will be entered 
into four quarterly draws (June, September, December and March) and 
the regular annual draw in December. Prize values are based on the 
number of eligible tickets – the more tickets, the bigger the prizes. Don’t 
delay!

For more information on joining the scheme or for the process for applying 
for funds from the scheme, please email us at westcott.100.club@gmail.
com.

We look forward to hearing from you soon.

Alda Andreotti (Chair), Edwin Harland (Treasurer),
Richard Packer (Secretary)
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 Personal Training
Weight loss Coaching
Injury Rehabilitation

revitalisefitness.com 
E: paul@revitalisefitness.com|07858 731890 

a Dorking and Surrey Hills mobile service
07846 508117

WWW.HANNAHSCHELLANDER.COM

ANXIETY & PANIC ATTACKS

FEARS & PHOBIAS

TRAUMA & PTSD

CONFIDENCE

SLEEP PROBLEMS

UNWANTED HABITS

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT

 

CLINICAL HYPNOTHERAPY � TRAUMA THERAPY

Tel: 01306 740003 • Email: info@bramleyhouse.net 
Web: www.bramleyhouse.net

Westcott Street, Westcott 
Dorking RH4 3NX

Bramley House is a residential home from 
home set in beautiful grounds nestled 
in the heart of the Surrey Hills. We pride 
ourselves on tailoring to all levels of 
residential care needs from respite breaks 
and companionship reasons through to 
dementia and more complex requirements.

 24 hour care and support
 16 delightful rooms
 Friendly caring staff
 Freshly prepared meals
 Permanent & respite stay
 Varied activities and outings
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     WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION NEWS

WestFest
Thank you to 
everyone who 
visited the WVA bottle tombola and 
raised money for the village. Thank 
you also to everyone who contributed 
a bottle or bottles to the stall; without 
your generosity we could not raise the 
funds we did. We will let you know how 
much money was raised.

AGM
Thank you also to everyone who 
joined us for the AGM on 30th June 
at Holy Trinity; it was great to be 
able to meet in person rather than 
virtually over Zoom and to be able to 
have a drink and chat with everyone 
afterwards. Minutes of the meeting will 
be published on the village website 
www.westcottvillage.com 

The Queen’s Jubilee
It was great to hear of all 
the Street Parties which 
were arranged across 
the village, and wonderful that the 
Ukrainian families who we are hosting 
in the village could participate in the 
celebration and fun. We are a nation 
who knows how to do pageantry 

and do it well and it was hopefully an 
opportunity for us to help lighten the 
spirits of those who would rather be 
home with their loved ones!

Indigo Spice/Cricketers
Contrary to the grapevine in the village, 
the WVA has been working behind 
the scenes to firstly get the owner of 
Indigo Spice to make the exterior of 
the building more presentable. MVDC, 
at our request, has issued him with an 
improvement notice on the basis that 
the building is highly visible, within the 
village Conservation Area, and within 
the AONB. We will continue to exert 
pressure to ensure the work is properly 
completed.

Secondly, we have tried over the last 
three years to encourage the owner 
to put forward a Planning Application 
which complies with the Westcott 
Neighbourhood Development Plan, 
and have offered him a number of 
potential solutions for him to pursue to 
overcome the parking issue which is 
causing the main sticking point. At the 
end of the day the WVA has no power 
over a private property owner to do 
anything and can only encourage 
compliance with planning policies. 
This is frustrating when the building is so 
visible within the village.

Street Clean
We will be organising a working party 
over the summer to clear weeds along 
the main road to make the village look 
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For Denbies full range of events, please visit www.denbies.co.uk

Denbies Wine Estate Ltd, London Road, Dorking Surrey RH5 6AA
T. 01306 876616 www.denbies.co.uk  
Email: events@denbiesvineyard.co.uk  
Designed by pre: www.designbypre.com. Photo credits: visit www.denbies.co.uk

Find us on Facebook
/DenbiesWineEstate

Follow us on twitter
@denbiesvineyard

England’s Largest Vineyard 
Denbies Wine Estate

                        
                         Denbies Wine Estate      
                               OPEN DAILY

                    The Vineyard Restaurant
          is now Open for dinner every evening  
           We look forward to welcoming you

... Wine Tours*Dining*Vineyard Hotel*Art Gallery...
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    WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION (cont.)
cared for. We will send a note out with 
a date and would encourage anyone 
who would like to help to join us. You 
can arrange for the Council to send 
a kerb cleaning vehicle along your 
street by going onto the MVDC web-
site and booking a street clean.

Litter pick
We will also be 
organising a litter 
pick during the 
summer. Again, 
we will send a 
message out advertising a date, time 
and place. Last year about 10 young 
and older volunteers helped collect 

a fair amount of rubbish discarded 
around the village. The activity is 
popular with young people as part 
of their “looking after the planet” 
approach to life.

Comments, suggestions, and other 
feedback are always welcome and 
helpful in steering the Association’s 
thinking and actions.

With my best regards,

Tim Way
Chairman, Westcott Village Association

timway.westcott@gmail.com 
contact@westcottvillage.com 

As the Magazine goes to print we’re just 
in the final stages of preparing for 

WESTfest “On the Beach” 2022 -  photos will follow next time. 

And Introducing: WESTfestivity! 

Westcott’s Christmas Craft Fair returns on 
Saturday 26 November 2022. 

To book your stall or for more information please email 
Westfestsurrey@gmail.com or call Anna 07710 425487
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Unwind & escape the
busy world

www.thebeautyshedsurrey.co.uk
thebeautyshedsurrey@gmail.com

07748 244 621

The Beauty Shed is a Garden Beauty Studio with a

clean and fresh yet relaxing feel

MANICURE    PEDICURE    LASHES    WAXING     MASSAGE    FACIALS 

1 4  Y E A R S  E X P E R I E N C E  I N  T H E  S P A  A N D
B E A U T Y  I N D U S T R Y
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Balchins Lane Platinum Jubilee Street Party

With the road closed from mid-morning on Sunday 5th 
June, the Platinum Jubilee Team set about transforming 
the Lane into a party space fit 
for the Queen! Gazebos were 
put up to shelter us from the rain, 
tables were laid and bunting 
festooned the hedges whilst 
a steady stream of sumptuous 

savouries, sandwiches and beautifully decorated Jubilee Cakes arrived from  
all parts – not to mention the cheeses!  

Everyone gathered, and after a drink or two, and 
accompanied by music from the decades, we sat 
down and continued lively conversation with friends 
and neighbours old and new. Apart from a break for a 
toast in honour of the Queen, the hubbub continued all 
afternoon – and after the 
road was supposed to re 
open! Everyone contributed 
to the event and given the 
smiles, the conversation and 

the laughter, everyone enjoyed it too. Special 
thanks go to the organisers, Lesley, Alda, Fiona and 
Jenny for bringing everything together to enable 
neighbours to enjoy such a memorable afternoon.  

Milton Street Celebrations

The Queen also managed to fit a quick visit to 
Milton Stree into her busy Jubilee schedule - or 
did she send a stand in?!

          JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS
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IMDT accredited trainer using proven science
based methods of positive, ethical, reward based 

training.  

Locally based my aim is to provide you with
informative - practical – fun learning, services include:

• Preparing for your new arrival - home set up/settling in
• Puppy through to adult training.
• Group classes and bespoke 1-2-1 training
• Behaviour consultations
• Focussed training workshops
• Hoopers classes

Contact:
John Venn
Tel: 07880 707467
Email: info@surreyhillsdogtraining.com
www.surreyhillsdogtraining.com

Accountants

T: 01306 880880
E: partners@bullimores.co.uk

W: www.bullimores.co.uk
Bullimores LLP licensed to carry out the reserved legal activity 
of non-contentious probate in England & Wales by the ICAEW

Audit Accounts Manager 
Please call us

WE ARE HIRING

in the garden
JAZZ

 MusicLive
performed by Jaz2

Sunday 24th July • 1pm till 4pm
10a The Heights • Broomfield Park  
Westcott • RH4 3QQ

with a donation for
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           WESTCOTT VILLAGE HALL TRUST
Happy Summer to all Westcottians!
In May 2022 the Hut and Reading Room charities amalgamated so we are 
delighted to announce that the number of trustees of the Westcott Village Hall 
Trust CIO has increased to reflect a more representative and informed Westcott 
based group.   The trustees as of 8 June 2022 are:

 Steve Brooks           Sally Hewetson
 Hugh Broom           Hugh Parry
 Graham Clark            Janet Phillips
 Lise Copeland              Alan Reif
 Helen Everett  

The trustees are considering adopting rules that will regulate the practices and 
procedures relating to the governance of the Trust; the adoption of its financial 
statements; the appointment of trustees and the calling of meetings.

The trustees will meet during the summer to receive reports from two committees 
of the Trust reflecting Management Operations and Property Development.  We 
shall also be taking space at WESTfest to engage with the Village on suggestions 
for the future of our important village assets.

We currently have a number of midweek slots available for regular use at The 
Reading Room - Monday daytime, Tuesday afternoon, Wednesday afternoon, 
Thursday daytime, Friday daytime.  We also have a slot on Saturday mornings 
for a regular activity, leaving space still free for the 
ever-popular children’s party users on Saturday 
and/or Sunday afternoons.  We welcome enquiries 
for evening parties on Saturday evening and of 
course funeral wakes, christening celebrations and 
all-important birthday/anniversary celebrations.

Do contact us for availability and rates with all the benefits of a large private 
car park on-site. More information from the Reading Room website www.
westcottreadingroom.org.uk or by phone on 07967 286636 or by email on 
westcottreadingroom@gmail.com.

Enjoy your summer
Trustees of the Westcott Village Hall Trust CIO
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Building Plans 
For Home Improvements & Extensions 

Many local projects completed 
Planning & Building Regulations Approvals 

Fast Efficient Service 
“Established over 30 years” 

MICHAEL LLOYD 
CEng MICE MIHT 

Phone: 01483 205479 or 07958 791402 
For free consultation 

Email: michael@lloydplanning.london 

Colin Campbell
Local Electrician

T:  01306 883 126
M: 07770 760 581

colincampbell146@btinternet.com

 Registered Part P 
 Approved Contractor 

We are a local tree surgery company offering all 
aspects of tree works by our qualified and fully 
insured team.  

info@ttasurreyltd.co.uk 
0800 1978490 

Sundown Cottage, Guildford Road, Westcott, Surrey, RH4 3QE 

• Tree surgery 

• Felling 

• Stump removal 

• Planting 

• Hedge cutting 

• Consultancy 

• Oak Processionary 
Moth treatment & 
nest removal  

Westcott based 

 

 

  
Manor Farm, Wotton 

Belted Galloway Beef For Sale 

Naturally Reared, Grass Fed,  

Dry Aged 28 days 

Fully Traceable From Farm to Fork 

info@manorfarmsurrey.com 

www.manorfarmsurrey.com 

01306 730922 
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WESTCOTT VILLAGE 
COFFEE MORNING 

 
Wednesday 6th July & 
Wednesday 3rd August 

  at 
The Reading Room 

 
Jigsaw and Book exchange 

 
Come and join us   

10.30 - 12.00 midday 
  

       
 Tuesday 12th July 2022

The final Lecture in our 2021/22 programme is entitled 
‘Three Great Families and their gardens: a History of 
the Astors, Rothschilds and Sackville Wests’. Caroline 
Rayman will trace the history of the families, discuss 
their contribution to life in England and celebrate the splendid gardens 
they have created. 

Our society brings people together through a shared interest in the Arts. 
We meet on the second Tuesday of the month at 10:30am in the Dorking 
Halls. We welcome new members and further information about how 
to join us or attend one of our Lectures as a visitor as well as information 
about our cultural visits and holidays can be found on our website www.
theartssocietydorking.org.uk. Our new series of Lectures for 2022/23 
commencing in October is already planned.
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Call: 01306 740555

Specialists in Fine Art & Antiques Insurance

Anthony Wakefield & Company Ltd
South House, 21-37 South Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 2JZ

Email: info@anthonywakefield.com Visit: anthonywakefield.com

Anthony Wakefield & Company Ltd is authorised & regulated by the FCA under: 307545. Company number: 01756254. 
Our registered office is 4 Guildford Road, Westcott, RH4 3NR.

INSURANCE THAT GIVES YOU PEACE OF MIND

Sherlock Funeral Service 
130-year-old, independent, 

family business. 

• Funeral Directors & Monumental 
Masons 

• Private Service Chapel & Rest 
Rooms 

• Home visits if required 
• Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

 

Trellis House 
190 South Street  
Dorking RH4 2ES 
T: 01306 882266 
E: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk 

Sherlock Funeral Service 
is a part of Stoneman 
Funeral Service as of 

2010. 
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES...
Between the 
three of us, 
together with 
the Editor in her 
role as Vice-
C h a i r m a n ’ s 
Consort and the 
Council’s Chief 
Executive Karen 
B r i m a c o m b e , 
we had the 
honour of handing out the prizes for 
the children’s Fancy Dress competition 
as well as visiting the stalls.

It was 
w o n d e r f u l 
to see local 
b u s i n e s s e s 
m a r k e t i n g 
their wares 
and some of 
our societies 
having the 

opportunity to profile their causes and 
how residents can join in with activities. 
I am pleased to say that Westcott 
residents have active roles in many of 
the stalls and activities that took part 
in the day.

If you want to 
know more 
about, for 
example, the 
Surrey Arts 
Society then 

you can check out their website www.
theartsocietydorking.org.uk

A New Role at Mole Valley District 
Council

At the Annual Meeting of the District 
Council, I was delighted to be elected 
by fellow councillors as Vice-Chairman 
of the Council for the coming year.

As a District, rather than a Borough, 
Mole Valley selects a Chairman and 
a Vice-Chairman rather than Mayor 
and Deputy Mayor but the roles 
are equivalent. These are entirely 
non-political roles and custom 
and practice is that the councillors 
elected to such positions do not cast 
a vote in the council chamber unless 
decisions are tied. I will be serving this 
year alongside our new Chairman 
Councillor Paul Potter from Brockham, 
Betchworth and Buckland.

Paul has family connections to 
Westcott through his wife, and 
Consort for the Council year, Anna 
who tells me that she is a regular 
Westcott Village Magazine reader. 
Together we had our first civic outing 
at the recent Platinum in the Park 
Jubilee celebrations at Meadowbank, 
Dorking.
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RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
AGRICULTURAL • SCHOOLS • ACOUSTIC

 HOARDING • GATES • SECURITY 

RICHARDSON & BRADS FENCING LTD
T: 01306 640 143 - 01483 414 745

E: INFO@RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK
W: WWW.RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK

A: 168 SOUTH STREET, DORKING, SURREY, RH4 2ES
UNIT 45 MARTLANDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, SMARTS HEATH LANE, MAYFORD, GU22 0RQ 
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES... (cont.)
Chairman’s Charities

For the year ahead, the Council 
Chairman has the opportunity to 
choose to support local charities 
and I am really pleased that Paul 
has selected two with Westcott 
connections.

Leatherhead Start (www.leatherhead 
start.org) provides emergency, direct 
access, short-term accommodation 
for homeless men and women over 
the age of 18. Priority is given to those 
with a local connection to Mole Valley. 
It was once known as Leatherhead 
Night Hostel and the hostel staff 
team is employed and supported 
by a volunteer Board of Trustees and 
Directors, headed by their Chair, 
Myfanwy Tothill, who many Westcott 
residents will remember from her time 
teaching at Westcott CofE First School.

Leatherhead Starts’ team of twelve 
people support their clients throughout 
their time at the hostel and into the 
wider community. The project support 
workers staff the hostel on a 24/7 rota 
and assist the hostel clients individually 
through the key-working process, using 
the Outcome Star model.

The tenant support worker continues 
this assistance when clients move out 

of the hostel and into independent 
accommodation and, in conjunction 
with the learning development 
worker, runs a regular tenancy training 
programme.

The learning development worker 
assesses each client for education, 
training, volunteering and work needs, 
sourcing and providing daytime 
activities to address their requirements.  
She also recruits and manages a team 
of volunteers and organises events, 
trips and entertainments.

Paul’s other charity is Dorking Men’s 
Shed, part of the UK Men’s Sheds 
Association. I know that there are 
several Westcott folks active in Dorking 
Men’s Shed and their website (www.
dorkingshed.org.uk) is a great place to 
go to find out how they are supporting 
mental health and our community 
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remedial roofing
/rɪˈmiːdɪəl ˈruːfɪŋ/ adjective

• provided or intended for people with roof issues and deficiencies.
      “remedial rooÞng”

Services

ROOF REPAIRS

moss removal, 
repointing & lead-work

Call us today for a FREE quotation on:

01306 304736 | 07852 833802


    info@remedialrooÞng.co.uk         www.remedialrooÞng.co.uk

   Live feed video roof inspections

Search for a word 

Recommended, vetted & monitored local traders and service providers. 
 Recommended by previous customers, vetted by Checkatrade, monitored via 

customer feedback. 
 Obtain an up-to-date report of remedial roofing on www.checkatrade.com

Average score

10/10

NEW ROOFS FLAT ROOFS uPVC WORKS

slate & tiled roof 
replacements

traditional felt & GRP 
Þbreglass

fascia, sofÞt & 
guttering systems 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES... (cont.)
causes at the same time. The aims of 
the Dorking Men’s Shed are:

- To bring together the men of Dorking 
and give them a venue to meet and 
to co-operate on creative workshop 
projects
- To promote recreational and creative 
activities, mutual support and joint aid 
among our members.
- To establish a workshop where our 
members can meet
- To become involved in Community 
Projects

Their members meet on Thursday and 
Saturday mornings from 9.00 a.m. to 
1.00 p.m at Hampstead Road Church, 
Hampstead Road, Dorking, RH4 3EA,

Publicity Offer

If you have an event where you would 
like the extra publicity of the Council’s 
Civic team coming along then please 
email chairman.office@molevalley.
gov.uk to find out how the council 
team can support you.

James Friend

SURREY HILLS WRITING & CREATIVITY

Summer Writing Workshop: THE TURN OF THE TIDE 
Sat 13th August 2022 on Zoom - 2:00 to 4:30pm 
Helen Overell once again runs the traditional ‘summer school’ for Mole Valley 
Poets www.molevalleypoets.co.uk and guests. Expect a warm welcome, 
poetic stimulation, writing exercises and sharing with supportive friends in a 
workshop style engaging session on ZOOM. More about Helen http://www.
bayleaf.org.uk/inscapes Book via Ticketsource £8.00 www.ticketsource.
co.uk/mole-valley-poets/t-xmvodon
Mole Valley Poets Charity for 2022 is CRY Reg Charity No 1050845

Harvest – a community celebration of our Surrey Hills landscape: Saturday 
17th September
Harvest is an annual event celebrating the 
outstanding Surrey Hills landscape from the top of 
the iconic Box Hill. Taking place at dusk on Saturday 
17th September, the community are invited to 
come together for a creative picnic with singing, 
percussion, poetry and a striking art installation. See 
www.surreyhillsarts.org

 

 

 

HARVEST – Celebrating the Surrey Hills landscape together through the arts 

Saturday 17 September 6.30pm at Box Hill, Surrey 

Harvest is an annual event celebrating the outstanding Surrey Hills landscape from the top 
of the iconic Box Hill. Taking place at dusk on Saturday 17th September, the community are 
invited to come together for a creative picnic with singing, percussion, poetry and a striking 
art installation. The installation has been created by hundreds of local people creating 
‘Seeds of Hope’ guided by artist Diana Burch and represents our connection with each other 
and nature. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This unique event aims to reflect the cultural diversity of our communities in an area of 
outstanding natural beauty which we all share and benefit from. Musical director Anna 
Tabbush is creating a special song for the event for all to join in alongside choirs from 
around the county. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Surrey Hills Arts in partnership with the National Trust and Mole Valley District Council. 

Get involved! Contact Ali Clarke on surreyhillsarts@gmail.com 

 

www.surreyhillsarts.org 
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Holy Trinity, Westcott  
Wednesday 13th July, 7.30 p.m.  

After an enforced break of two years, The 
King’s Men Cambridge are returning to Westcott for another concert, with a 
repertoire including early church music, spirituals, folk and pop songs.  
Tickets £18, 07590 652490, or margaretj.stephen@gmail.com   
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           WESTCOTT PHOTOS

Steam train going through 
Westcott by Jo Smewing

Wildflowers on the triangle at the  
bottom of Logmore Lane, maintained 

by the Gardeners’ Club, by 
Edward Bennett

Rural View 
by Fiona Humphrey
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      Recieve our

 in your inbox 
each month

‘Kingfisher’ Farm Shop
Flower Shop

SIGN UP ONLINE
KINGFISHERFARMSHOP.COM/NEWS

 
 
 

 
 

Groundwork and 
Drainage Engineers 

 
Sewage Treatment Plants, Septic 

Tanks and Soakaways 
 

Foundations, Concreting, 
Surface and Foul Drainage 

 

LEITH HILL PLANT LTD OCKLEY SURREY RH5 5LX 
www.lhpl.co.uk 

Phone 01306 628412 or email 
info@lhpl.co.uk 

Established 1992 
Fully Insured  

 
Soft interiors 

By 
Josephine 

 
BESPOKE HIGH 

Quality CURTAINS, ROMAN BLINDS AND 
soft furnishings  

 
PERSONAL AND FRIENDLY advice on 

design 
 

Fitting service available 
 
 

        Telephone:  01306 644802 (Home) 
                              07767 771777 (Mobile) 
        Email:        josoftinteriors@gmail.com 
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After a fantastic first summer half term 
we are delighted with the progress the 
pupils have made in so many aspects 
of their learning at Surrey Hills All 
Saints. From lots of sports tournaments,  
amazing class assemblies, to 
completing SATS and working hard 
together to be the best all of us can be 
every single day. I am incredibly proud 
of our school and all the children 
within it. 

Victorian Day

Year 1 & 2 really enjoyed their Victorian 
Day. Their outfits looked fab!

Nature garden/ Forest School 

We are extremely fortunate to have 
had such dedicated team of helpers 
attending our working party day to 

make sure our Nature Garden is in 
great shape for our Forest School 
sessions. Thank you to all of the parents 
and children who have helped with 
this task to make the Nature Garden 
such a wonderful place to learn.

Jubilee Celebrations

We celebrated the Queen’s Jubilee 
in style. A 
picnic lunch 
was enjoyed 
o u t s i d e , 
along with an 
a f te rnoon’ s 
performance 
of some 
m a y p o l e 

d a n c e s . 
Each class 
created a 
portrait of the 
Queen from 
a different 
decade of 
her reign. 

T h e y 
w e r e 
amazing! 

Well 
done all!

  SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS PRIMARY SCHOOL
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* 

OOPPEENN  HHOOUUSSEE  IINNVVIITTEE  
SSUURRRREEYY  HHIILLLLSS    

AALLLL  SSAAIINNTTSS  SSCCHHOOOOLL  
 

We are delighted to invite our families & friends  
past, present and future into school.  

Tour around to see the changes we have already 
made, meet the Head Teacher, Simon Coles and 
hear from him about our exciting plans for the future.  

Wednesday 20th July, from 5.30pm—7pm 

 
School Lane, Westcott, Dorking, RH4 3QF 
Please park in the village – no parking in school. 
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        SURREY HILLS PRIMARY SCHOOL (cont)

The Teddy Bears’ Picnic 2022 was a huge success – raising over £8000 for our 
school. A big thank you for all the donations and to all the amazing volunteers 
who gave up their time to make it such a great family occasion.  It was fantastic 
to see our extended school community coming together to support this great 
event - parents, grandparents, pupils (past and present), teachers and school 
governors. Special thanks to Mr Coles for telling such wonderful stories to the 
children in the beautiful bell tent provided by #Sleepylily. 

Also a MASSIVE thank you to Becky 
Smith and Amy Smith for leading our 
Surrey Hills team and working with the 
Peaslake team to deliver a brilliant 
day. Monday 1st May 2023 will be the 
40th anniversary of the Teddy Bears’ 
Picnic so pop the date in your diary 
and make sure you come along to 
enjoy the celebrations.

Mr Coles            
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•  Crown Reduction, Crown Lifting 
& Crown Thinning 

•  Tree Pruning & Dead Wooding
• Precision Tree Felling
• Pollarding
• Branch removal
• Cabling & bracing
• Stump Grinding
• Hedge Management
•  Storm Clearance and Ground 

Clearance
• Supplier of seasoned logs

Please do contact us on 0333 577 7663
Or email us at: info@southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk

South East Tree Surgeons are a  Family-Run business 
& offer an individual, personal service. We have been 
established over 22 years.

We provide a 24 Hour Emergency Service to 
Commercial businesses, local councils & private 
individuals. We offer Free written quotations & advice 
without any obligation.

Our Tree Surgery teams are Friendly, Qualified & 
insured. You can find out more about us on our website:  
www.southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk

Our Services include

Lawn Mowing
Lawn Treatments
Garden Tidy Ups
Turfing
Hedge Cutting
Pressure washing

Dorking and surrounding areas

07905 160765
phil@philsmowingdorking.co.uk

 
PAS FINANCIAL AND MORTGAGE 

SOLUTIONS LTD 
  
  

Tel 01306 881399 
  
Mobile 07710-854040 
  
E mail paulstacey88@gmail.com 

26 Furlong Road, Westcott Surrey RH4 3PR 
  
For  Mortgages and Protection 
  
A local and Friendly Service, tailored 
to your needs based in Westcott 
  
PAS Financial and Mortgage Solutions Ltd 
is an Appointed Representative of Pink 
Home Loans. Pink Home Loans is a trading 
name of Advance Mortgage Funding     
Limited which is authorised and regulated 
by the Financial Conduct Authority.  
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On page 17 there are some details of Platinum Jubilee celebrations in the 
village. Going back over 100 years here is an account of the celebrations held 
in 1918.
 
‘At last. Our prayers are answered, and God has given us Peace - peace with 
honour, through the bravery and endurance of our men and our women. That 
is how God generally works, through us.’ So wrote the Vicar at the end of the 
First World War, and the parish magazine went on to describe ‘...a procession 
from the Vicarage to the Church, headed by the Old Nines, whose music 
throughout the day was of the greatest value to us. Flags of the Allies, and a 
Peace Dove carried by children from the Albany Home, made for colour and 
spectacular effect. The Church was crammed even to the porch, and such 
hearty singing has never been surpassed. After the service the children were 
packed into beautifully decorated wagons, provided with musical instruments, 
and departed for a drive round the village, making a joyful noise. The afternoon 
was fully occupied with sports, which went off extremely well. The prizes were 
kindly given away by Mrs Carey Druce in the evening, just when the rain was 
setting in. The rain was unfortunate, but the Torchlight Procession and Bonfire 
seemed to take no heed of it, and everybody went to bed at a very late hour, 
tired but happy.’

There won’t be any readers who recall these celebrations more than one 
hundred years 
ago, but some 
may remember 
the street parties 
that celebrated 
the end of the 
Second World 
War. This was the 
gathering in Bailey 
Road. 

 
The Albany Home was an orphanage at the far end of Parsonage Lane (now 
a private house), but the Local History Group would welcome information 
about the ‘Old Nines’, who provided the music for the parade around the 
village in 1918.

Terry Wooden

       THE PAST IS A FOREIGN COUNTRY - 
       THEY DO THINGS DIFFERENTLY THERE
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/WestcottCC @westcottcricketclub

Follow us on social media
Westcott Cricket Club
Milton Street, Westcott, Dorking, Surrey, RH4 3PX
Contact: umpire@westcottcc.com

TRAINING EVENINGS

Junior and Women’s 
Fridays from 18:30

BBQ and bar open every week

Men’s 
Wednesday & Thursdays

ffrom 17:30 onwards

OPEN EVENING
22 July from 18:30

Junior and Women’s Cricket

BBQ, Pimms, Strawberries & Cream, Ice Cream
Bar open all evening

All ages and abilities welcome

COME 
GIVE IT 
A TRY!

westcottcc.com
Westcott Cricket Club
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     WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP 
Lonesome Lodge, Broadmoor on 10th 
May by Robin Daly

Back in November 2019 at the last 
lecture held in the Reading Room, Robin 
Daly gave us the story of Broadmoor 
Hamlet in the Tillingbourne valley. This 
began around 1600 and there were 
about 8 dwellings on the earliest map 
from 1762. He has followed this up 
with the story of Lonesome Lodge, a 
Palladian mansion,  designed and built 
in about 1740 by Theodore Jacobsen, 
a London trader and gentleman 
architect. 

Robin Daly is the Chairman of a charity 
called ‘YestoLife’ which helps people 
and families in various ways when they 
are enduring the rigours of cancer 
treatment.   The website for the charity is 
http://www.yestolife.org.uk. Donations 
can be sent by cheque to:  Yestolife, 
7 Paynes Park, Hitchin, Herts. SG5 1EH.      
Please be generous.

Several members of the Capel History 
Society and Robin Daly have compiled 
a 100 page illustrated booklet about the 
five families associated with Lonesome 
Lodge over its 114 years from building in 
about 1740 to its demolition in 1854 by 
the Duke of Norfolk and being rebuilt as 
Tillingbourne House a few miles further 
down the valley.  In 1724 Theodore 
Jacobsen (1686-1772), who had made 
his fortune trading in London with the 
Hanseatic ports of Northern Europe, 
visited the Dorking countryside and was 

inspired by the 
natural beauty 
of the area 
between Leith Hill 
and Wotton with 
its streams and 
ponds. Dorking 
had acquired a 
reputation for its 
fish dish called 
‘Water Souchy’ 
made as a soup 
with small fish, particularly perch, carp 
and tench from the many local mill 
ponds, served with white wine and 
parsley. Many people visited Dorking in 
search of this delicacy. 

Jacobsen began buying portions of 
surrounding land from Broadmoor over 
to Squires Farm and by the time he 
sold the estate in 1763 it amounted to 
some 440 acres. He had bought about 
6 separate lots of land at about £10 per 
acre. His inspiration for the house was 
the Villa Ragona in Italy, and it was 
finished with sumptuous interior rooms 
and landscaped around a large pond 
with decorative fountains and trees on 
the slopes behind. Theodore Jacobsen 
had very deep pockets and lavished 
attention on creating his idyllic summer 
retreat.

He sold  the whole estate in 1763 to 
Jeremiah Joye, a London merchant 
and stockbroker for £8,500. Jeremiah  
died within 3 years and the estate 
passed to his wife Mary Margaret with  

Theodore Jacobsen
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an ample inheritance but she chose 
not to remain at ‘Lonesome’ and  in  
1767 John Gritton, Jeremiah’s nephew 
and  executor, sold the property. 

David Franco, a very wealthy diamond 
dealer and business man in London, 
bought the Lonesome Estate at the 
1767 auction for £10,000 including 
many farms and fields. When Franco 
died in 1778, eleven years later, he 
left the estate in trust for his daughter 
Catherine, wife of Daniel Haynes, and 
her family. He also left many generous 
bequests to various members of his 
family and staff who had worked for 
him, and to The London Hospital. After 
the deaths of Daniel and Catherine, 
the estate passed first to William, the 
eldest son, until he died in 1804, and 
then to David until 1811 when it passed 
to his son Daniel Franco Haynes. The 
estate was broken up and it was sold 
to Robert Barclay of Bury Hill for £9450 
in 1821. Daniel and Mary Haynes 
moved to Ashtead and had three 
children between 1820 and 1825, but 
Mary eloped with an Irish man and 
was divorced by Daniel by an Act of 

Parliament.     

Robert Barclay had bought Bury Hill 
with some 1000 acres in 1815 and 
when his son Gurney died in 1820 
Robert also bought the Lonesome 
Estate for his widowed daughter-in-
law Mary Elizabeth (Freshfield) who, 
after 3 marriages to husbands who 
died, lived at 15 Berkeley Square with 
10 servants to the age of 80. In 1831 
the estate was sold by Barclay to the 
Rev Thomas Haughton Harding and it 
was renamed Tillingbourne Lodge. The 
Tillingbourne Estate was then sold in 
1840 to the Duke of Norfolk for £14,000. 
It was methodically dismantled in 1854 
and rebuilt further north as a smaller 
Steward’s Lodge. It was let to a series 
of tenants and it was used both by the 
Army and the Youth Hostel Association, 
but by 1960 it was deteriorating and 
was demolished. Today the footprint of 
Lonesome Lodge and the remnants of 
the landscaping remain in the hands of 
Wotton Estate.
    
Robin Daly provided a most intriguing 
account of the events and personalities 
in the life of Jacobsen’s magical 
creation in the Tillingbourne Valley. 

There will not be a lecture in August but 
we anticipate a lecture with the AGM 
on Tuesday 13th September.  As always 
we remind members that ideas for talk 
subjects and lecturers they may meet  
will always be welcomed by the WLHG 
committee.                    

 Roger Christian

       WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP (cont.)
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CANINE MASSAGE THERAPIST – FAY TALBOT 

BASED IN WOTTON, SURREY, RH5 6QT 
TELEPHONE: 07920 428411 

EMAIL: info@faytalbot.co.uk 
www.faytalbot.co.uk 

www.galenmyotherapy.co.uk 
 
Myotherapy can help your dog by easing postural, physical 
and behavioral issues that you dog may have accrued through 
repetitive strain, injury, surgery or disease, including the 
management of: 
 

• Arthritis  
• Hip and elbow dysplasia 
• Older dogs with mobility issues 
• Post-surgery rehabilitation 
• Lameness issues 

 

Tony 07932 798 419Odette 07889 770 397

www.forbesandschuster.co.ukwww.forbesandschuster.co.uk

Dog Walking   Pet Taxi    Dog Grooming

Professional, Qualied, Insured
Group & Single dog walks

Wide range of dog grooming services

THE BIG YELLOW DOG BUS
Forbes & Schuster

Grooming Walking
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         ABINGER NURSERY
The Queen’s 
P l a t i n u m 
Jubilee gave 
us a chance 
to join in the 
celebrat ions 

across the country in our own unique 
way.  We all helped to make a huge 
crown that we 
are pretty sure 
the Queen would 
rather wear than 
her current number 
– this one had milk 
bottle tops, pasta, buttons, tinfoil and 
pheasant feathers on it to boot!  The 
Village phonebox was decorated with 
our fingerprint flag pictures and we even 
had time to create some red, white and 
blue paper flowers for the church.

It’s been really lovely for some of us 
to spend some time with the wider 
community, visiting S.J.s Café and 
singing to both people and their dogs!!!  
There have been a few birthdays there 
too so our singing has been celebratory 
and we made colourful cards for those 
whose birthday it was.

Out in our gigantic garden we are 
becoming rather green fingered!  We’ve 
been working away, planting lots of 
things that we will hopefully be able to 
eat!  From tomatoes to courgettes and 

peas and carrots to potatoes.  Watch 
this space!  Perhaps we can cook them 
in our mud kitchen! When we do cook 
we do it in style. We recently made 
fish cakes from scratch.  A whole fish 
was brought in for us to explore before 
it became said cake.  We wondered 
at it as we poked, prodded and felt 
its smooth scales.  Such a wonderful 
learning experience.

One Friday morning we met at the foot 
of Leith Hill for a sponsored saunter right 
to the very top.  Even our two year olds 
walked all the way up!!  It was such a 
lovely way to raise some money and for 
our parents to join us too.  The wiggly jelly 
worms and tasty homemade cakes at 
the top refuelled us (after a considerable 
amount of rolling down the grassy hill) to 
make it back to the bottom.  Thank you 
to all who 
participated 
and those 
w h o 
sponso red 
us.

We are delighted to announce that 
we are now offering breakfast and 
afterschool clubs.  Full information 
can be found on our website 
abingercommonnursery.co.uk. If you 
have a child looking to start Nursery 
please don’t hesitate to get in touch.   
Please call 07842 978823 or email 
abingercommonnursery@gmail.com 
We can’t wait to show you around!

Kate Fairbrass
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               WESTCOTT BRIDGE CLUB

Westcott Bridge Club offers a warm and friendly welcome to existing members 
and new players.

We play on a Monday night from 
7pm to 10 pm in the Westcott 
Reading Room, in the centre of 
Westcott near Dorking.  Free parking 
is available. We play 20 or 21 boards 
of duplicate bridge, with a break for 
tea, coffee and biscuits.  Table fee is 
£3 per person per night and we aim 
to play friendly and inclusive bridge. 

We always welcome 
new members and 
are also seeking to 
help people who are 
new to the game or 
have not played in a 
club environment to 
get started on their 
bridge ‘journey’.  
Help with finding 
a bridge partner is 
available. 

If you would like to come along, or find out more about WBC,  please phone the 
Chairman, David Royle on 01306 880102 or Jill Attfield on 01306 882040 for further 
details, or you can go to our website www.bridgewebs.com/westcott

Hugh Parry
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Established Local Family Business

Established Local Family Business

Over 20 Years Experience

Internal & External

Commercial & Domestic

Friendly, First Class Service

Surrey / Sussex / Greater London

Over 20 Years Experience

Internal & External

Commercial & Domestic

Friendly, First Class Service

Surrey / Sussex / Greater London

Guildford Road • Westcott RH4 3QE
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WESTCOTT

 Friendly village garage

 Superb service

 Good value

 MoT’s arranged

  Member of Guild of 
Master Craftsmen

• Quality Flowers • Personal Service • Customer Satisfaction •

• Wedding Specialists •
• Qualified Florists • Fresh Flowers & Plants • Local Delivery •

• Varied Gift Selection • Corporate Functions • Special Occasions •
• Funeral Tribute Specialists • Interflora Worldwide •

66 High Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1AY
T: 01306 883511  • E: fbe@btconnect.com

www.flowersbyelaine.co.uk
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Surrey Downs Tree Care is based in 
Westcott with over 30 years of 

experience 
All aspects of tree care and hedge 

management undertaken 
 

Contact us on 01306 875146 or 
07855232552 
Email Surreydownstc@gmail.com 
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          SKY PICTURES

These were taken and sent 
in after a recent storm and 

were too good not to share. 
Who doesn’t love a rainbow, 

and those clouds look like  
a painting!
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JAZ2
SOPHISTICATED DINNER JAZZ

The Best of Sophisticated, Melodic Jazz
Add a little musical magic to your garden party/ 
anniversary/charity event or any kind of celebration, 
indoors or outdoors….
Featuring Ralph Sutton (piano) Cathy Williams (vocals), 
let JAZ2 entertain you and your guests with the best in 
sophisticated, melodic jazz...

Past Performances:
❖  Polesden Lacey Lazy Summer Sunday Jazz Afternoons
❖  Denbies Wine Estate
❖  8-year residency at Royal Academy of  Arts, Piccadilly, London
❖  Hilton Hotel, BT Tower, National Portrait Gallery, and 

many others in London
Music is great, sound quality is excellent, fees are very 
reasonable…..why wait?

Just call or email me for a chat about your requirements

www.jaz2.com Ralph Sutton: 01306 886826 or 07836 275102 
email at ralph@jaz2.com
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A service to remember Stu...
An opportunity for those who knew and loved Stuart to be together to 

share their memories and celebrate his life.

When: Saturday, 30th July at 12.00
Where: Christ Church, 91 Coombe Road, New Malden, Surrey KT3 4RE 

What: A short service of remembrance* followed by a buffet lunch
RSVP by 10th July to Steph at stephr@phonecoop.coop 

It will be so good to see you all.
With love,

Steph, Hannah, John and Andrew

* Please can you be thinking of some of your happy memories of Stu. 
There will be an opportunity to share these during a roving mic 

part of the service.
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We are a multi-office Law Firm servicing the needs of our clients throughout 

London, the South East, across the United Kingdom and Worldwide.

Family & Divorce Law
Media Law
Litigation & Mediation
Employment Law
Private Client

Property
Crisis Management
Reputation Protection
Company Corporate
Fraud & Private Crime

Branch offices in: -
Dorking | Soho | Camberwell Green | Chigwell
Switchboard: 01306 884432
www.meaby.co.uk

Strength & wisdom in law & business since 1848

We are a multi-office Law Firm servicing the needs of our clients throughout 

London, the South East, across the United Kingdom and Worldwide.

Reputation Protection

Fraud & Private Crime

Strength & wisdom in law & business since 1848

@MeabyandCo MeabyandComeaby-&-co
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A lot of maintenance 
and tidying up work 
took place at the 
Memorial Woodland 
last month because 
we wanted it 
looking lovely for 
our 8th Anniversary 
since we opened 
and the Annual 
C o m m e m o r a t i o n 
Service that took 
place on Saturday 
11th June. The day 

was a beautiful day with approximately 200 people in attendance.  The day 
started with a splendid selection of music from The Redhill Corp of Drums and 
Band followed by a Commemoration Service when five families planted saplings 
and honoured loved ones. We were also greatly honoured ourselves to have 
Chelsea Pensioner Ted Heath,  and The Frimley and Camberley Cadet Corp 
join us and a Saracen tank on display from Capel Military Show team. After the 
Commemoration Service our local singer Stu, from the band Gone Country, 
entertained us with some excellent music. The chef on the BBQ, Veteran Nick 
Montague, did a stirling job as did those who ran the bar, the hot drinks stall, 
raffle, bottle tombola and craft stalls all manned by volunteer veterans or 
partners. A great team effort which raised £1,900 for our Charity.
 
We are looking towards the summer shows now when we will be taking our 
QRMW Charity stand with lots of interesting things for sale at bargain prices.    
So if you are at Capel Miltary Show, Albury Produce Show or Peaslake Fair do 
come and have a chat with us.  Everything we raise from these events goes into 
the Memorial Fund to assist our veterans who are down on their luck. 
 
Wishing you all a good summer and if you are in the vicinity of the Memorial 
Woodland in Pasturewood Road, Holmbury St Mary do drop in, bring a picnic, 
we have lots of lovely picnic benches under the canopy of our trees.  

 
Paul Cooling, Chairman 

The Quick Response Memorial Woodland

     QRMW



50

Accountants for Life

T: 01306 880880
E: partners@bullimores.co.uk

W: www.bullimores.co.uk
Bullimores LLP licensed to carry out the reserved legal activity 
of non-contentious probate in England & Wales by the ICAEW

 Tax • Accounts • Probate
Inheritance Tax & 

Executorship

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

LOCAL PAINTING AND  
DECORATING COMPANY
House Painting * Windows * Doors * 

Ceilings * Walls  * Frames  
Paper Hanging 

 

SURREY TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATIONS
FULL LIABILITY INSURANCE

07876 130 016
jhnsmthrs@aol.com

jspaintingandbuildingservices.co.uk
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HOLMBURY CHORAL SOCIETY

Our Summer Concert on Saturday July 2 at St James’ Church, Abinger 
Common, will be featuring much loved favourites from Stage and Screen. 
Sadly, this will be our farewell concert to 
our much beloved Musical Director, Amy 
Bebbington who will be leaving us after more 
than a decade of high levels of achievement 
both at the Leith Hill Musical Festival and in 
our Christmas and Summer Concerts. So 
do come and enjoy the concert as well as 
showing a huge appreciation to Amy for 
giving us so much pleasure over the years.

Tickets are available from jbkerry@
btinternet.com  Details on our website www.
holmburychoral.org 

DORKING CHORAL SOCIETY

HEADS UP FOR A NEW SEASON

We are starting rehearsals in September 
for an exciting new season, with works by 
Vaughan Williams, Handel’s Coronation 
Anthems to celebrate the Platinum 
Jubilee Year, and works by Haydn. 
Come and join us. 

For further information consult our 
website   www.dorkingchoralsociety.
org.uk. Tickets are on sale at £20 and  
under 18s £5.00. Phone 07847 477052. 
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LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

Manufacturers and suppliers of exceptionally high 
quality topsoils, turf and landscape materials, we have 
been supplying the landscape and horticultural trades 

as well as discerning retail customers throughout 
London and the South East for over 20 years!

New Website launches November 1st!

DELIVERING SPECIALIST SOILS 
TO THE MOST PRESTIGIOUS 

PROPERTIES IN THE UK

Tel: 01306 877540 or buy online at 
www.buryhilltopsoilandlogs.co.uk
Email: sales@buryhilltopsoil.com

BUILDING AGGREGATES  • WILDFLOWER TURF & SEED  • DECORATIVE STONE• 
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      DORKING MUSEUM
The team at Dorking Museum 
wishes you a happy summer in 
the expectation that we will be 
experiencing good weather and 
freedom from most of the restrictions 
of previous summers. Many will be 
making the most of this and enjoying 
the pleasures of the beautiful area in 
which we live.

Walking in Dorking:  The Museum 
continues its popular programme 
of guided walks in and around the 
area. Sunday walks in the town, 
leaving from the Museum, are 
Hidden Historic Dorking, revealing  
the hidden treasures you may have 
walked past (10 and 31 July, 14 
and 28 August, 2pm); and a Family 
History Detective walk (17 July and 
21 August, 2pm), suitable for children 
aged 4-10, which asks, ‘Can you be 
a history detective to find the things 
shown in the photos?’.  

Out-of-town Sunday walks feature the 
Deepdene Trail, including exclusive 
access to the grade 2* listed Hope 
family Mausoleum, leaving from 
Dorking Golf Club clubhouse (10 July 
and 7 August, 2pm); and a Betchworth 
Castle tour, with exclusive access  

to the castle enclosure, leaving from 
the entrance to Betchworth Park  
Golf Club (17 July and 21 August, 
2pm). 

Please book in advance. See 
dork ingmuseum.org.uk/guided-
walks-around-dorking/ for these and 
other scheduled dates, details and 
bookings.  Private group bookings 
can also be made to suit your 
requirements for timing and itinerary 
(other themed walks are available).  

‘Rewildings’:  Someone who has been 
inspired by the landscape of the 
Mole Trail between Leatherhead and 
Dorking is local artist Daisy McMullan.  
The Museum’s summer exhibition 
features a display of new paintings 
that she created especially for this 
event. The works depict various 
forms of rewilding: the scattering 
of wildflowers, preservation of rare 
plants on the riverbanks, and the 
maintenance of areas of outstanding 
natural beauty.  Prints and cards of 
Daisy’s ‘Rewildings’ paintings are 
available from the Museum shop.
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BUY, SELL or LET
your property with…

Local  People  • Local  Knowledge • Local  Experts

27 South Street, Dorking, Surrey  RH4 2JZ
www.seymours-estates.co.uk

Seymours Dorking
01306 776674

sales@seymours-dorking.co.uk
lettings@seymours-dorking.co.uk 

Emma Cathro Reflexology 

Reflexology is an ancient therapy that encourages the 
body to relax and come back into balance, by 
stimulating specific points on the feet or hands. It can 
help to improve so many complaints such as insomnia, 
hypertension, pain, long covid, stress, low mood & 
anxiety. Come and enjoy the therapeutic benefits of 
reflexology in my comfortable and peaceful treatment 
room in Westcott.     

Tel. 07811 526 156          

www.ecreflexology.co.uk         @emmacathroreflexology   
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      DORKING MUSEUM (cont.)
Mullins and the Mayflower:  Our 
previous exhibition, Darking 1620, 
was a big hit with visitors and several 
items remain on display, including  
the cross-section model of the 
Mayflower, made by Dorking Men’s 
Shed.  If you want to follow up on  
the story of the pilgrims’ life in the 
New World, our friends at The Alden 
Kindred of America have put online 
a virtual tour of the Alden House 
Historic Site – the homestead of 
John and Priscilla Alden (see https://
aldenhouse.stqry.app/).

Summer Family Activity: The 
Museum’s family activity this summer 
invites families to ‘Play the Old-
Fashioned Way’. Very popular last 
summer, the museum has wooden 
board games, like bagatelle or  
shove ha’penny, noughts and crosses 
or tangram available to play during 
museum hours. This time we have 
added other objects that children 
may be unfamiliar with but can have 

a go at – a gramophone, record-
player, typewriter, dial telephone,  
old radio, cameras and the like. July 
28th to August 27th. 

South Street Caves:  Open days for 
cave tours are on the last Saturday  
of each month until October, with 
tours at 10am, 11am, 1pm, 2pm.  
These sell out quickly, so additional 
open days are being added 
(including Sunday 17th July): check 
the website for availability, or why  
not arrange a private tour for a 
special group or occasion?  Please 
see dorkingmuseum.org.uk/south-
street-caves/ for details and booking. 

Dorking Museum is at 62 West Street, 
Dorking RH4 1BS.  Thursday 1pm-4pm, 
Friday and Saturday 10am-4pm. 
Free entry, but donations welcome.  
Visit www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.  
Enquiries to admin@dorkingmuseum.
org.uk or phone 01306 876591.

Alden House
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Garden Maintenance

O�  ce:   01306  898  917
Mobile: 07887  511  515

Garden and Grounds maintenance throughout the year

Complete garden and grounds maintenance and clearance
For more details on all services and my 3-stage lawn-care programme see website

• Complete lawn care & mowing
•  Granular & liquid lawn fertilisers
•  Moss control & complete weed 

treatment
• New poly-S technology
• Border maintenance

•  Fruit trees pruned
•  Hedge trimming
•  Leaf clearing
•  Hard stand jet washing
• Tur� ng & seeding
•  Plants supplied and planting

www.premiergardensdorking.co.uk • davidpremiergardens@gmail.com

Premier Gardens

Get IT Fixed
Get IT Connected

Expert Repair & Maintenance

ChalkHill Systems
www.chalkhillsystems.co.uk

We make technology work for you 

Call now on 01737 845980
Brockham based. No call out charges.

Fully transparent quotations with no hidden costs.

MicklehamParish News Dec 2013 63x88.indd   1 18/12/2013   18:26:00



57

Plastic, love it or hate it – it could be 
here to stay!

When thinking about what to write, I 
got to thinking about what irks me? 
At the moment it’s plastic. Now don’t 
get me wrong – I do not live a plastic 
free life – but boy would I like to. So, 
what’s stopping me? I guess the 
fundamental problem is, that it is easy 
to use and hard to avoid. Although 
there have been many initiatives from 
supermarkets, to get rid of their single 
use bags in favour of “Bags for Life”, 
there is still a lot of packaging which 
I have to deal with when I unpack at 
home. 

So where does all this single use plastic 
go. In the UK I’m sure that many of 
us are doing our bit to try to reduce 
our plastic waste but the truth is that 
plastics are still being produced. With 
this being the case and knowing that 
there is a fundamental problem with it, 
something surely has to change!

A report in 2020 by National 
Geographic, predicted that – “plastic 
trash that flows into the oceans every 
year is expected to nearly triple by 
2040 to 29 million metric tons”. This 
astounding and somewhat depressing 
figure was part of a two year study by 
Pew Charitable Trusts  & System IQ Ltd. 
They report that global plastic 
production is on track to increase 40% 
by 2030, with hundreds of billions of 

          GREEN WESTCOTT
dollars being invested in new plastic 
production plants, locking us into 
the status quo. Their solution is for a 
complete overhaul of the plastics 
industry, replacing it with a circular 
economy, which recycles and reuses 
whatever we have already in the 
system, rather than creating more as is 
currently the case. They estimate that 
to implement this new system would 
cost $600 billion which, believe it or 
not, is in fact a saving of $70 billion, on 
the current costs of running the plastics 
industry as it currently stands. 

73% of all litter on our beaches 
worldwide, is made of plastic and 
40% of all plastic made, is single use, 
meaning it can’t be recycled! These 
figures are not only disturbing but 
worrying for our wildlife. The fish in our 
seas are now being affected by these 
plastics which start to break down into 
micro plastics which can end up inside 
the fish we eat. Its one thing to do a 
litter pick and clear up all the large 
pieces of rubbish we see – but trillions 
of barely visible pieces of plastic are 



58

We advise on law but do much, much more!

JENNIFER  MARGRAVE
SOLICITORS  LLP

www.jennifermargrave.co.uk
Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority

SRA No. 533213

The Old Post Office, 130 Epsom Road,
Guildford, GU1 2PX

Tel: 01483 562722

E: enquiries@jennifermargrave.co.uk

Wills, Trusts & Probate
Lasting Powers of Attorneys
Court of Protection matters

NHS funding issues
Non-mortgage related

residential conveyancing

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

Dorking Pest Control
 Services Local Authority Approved Contractors

Experts in pest control 
throughout Surrey 

 Office: 01306 743001
 Ivor: 07710 117491
 Chris: 07971 519415

Our Services Include:
Wasps, Bee Swarms, Hornets,
Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Fleas, Flies,
Ants, Cockroaches, Bed Bugs,
Rabbits, Moles, Foxes and Deer.

• Domestic, Commercial and Industrial

• Contract Work

• Preventative Control Programmes

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

• Felling • Tree Surgery 
• Pruning • Hedge • Cutti  ng

• All Types of Fencing Supplied & Erected 
• Fully Insured Free Esti mates

Tel: 01403 824048 
Mobile: 07714 689 824

CHEAP HARDWOOD 
LOGS FOR SALE
www.gbfencingandtreesurgery.co.uk
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          GREEN WESTCOTT
now floating around in the world’s 
oceans. These are then ingested by 
wildlife including those in our own 
food chain.

A review of four decades of research 
conducted in 2016, indicates that 
the number of marine fish species 
found with plastic inside them has 
quadrupled over that period. It is not 
surprising that the actual amount of 
plastic that fish consume depends on 
how much plastic is in their immediate 
environment. It stands to reason then, 
that species that live in ocean regions 
known to have a lot of plastic pollution, 
such as the Mediterranean and the 
coasts of East Asia, were found with 
more plastic in their stomachs. 

Of course many of us are concerned 
with the amount of plastic ending up 
in our oceans and it is easy to point the 
finger at other countries, for example 
around East Asia, for shoddy practices 
of getting rid of their plastics. Indeed 
certain countries are less regulated 
than others and this can sometimes 
mean that rubbish ends up being 
dumped in places like the sea, rather 
than being recycled.  

In 2020, a study by RAJA rated India 
as the top worst offender for plastic 
waste in the oceans, with a staggering 
126.5 million kg of plastic per year 
being dumped into the ocean. The 
USA actually produces double this 
amount of plastic but not as much of it 

ends up in our oceans, or does it? Now 
before we all jump up and down and 
declare India to be failing in its duty to 
help the environment,  it helps to know 
the truth behind the waste disposal of 
other ‘developed’ countries. 

You see the USA actually exported 
the equivalent of 1.07 million kg of 
plastic to other countries to deal with 
their own waste problem. Some of the 
countries they exported their waste to, 
have better waste disposal programs 
than others, such as Canada or 
South Korea. But huge quantities of 
waste were also shipped from the 
USA to countries with poor waste 
management systems like Malaysia, 
Thailand and India, which took 19%, 
10% and 12% of US plastic waste 
respectively.

W h e n 
countries such 
as the UK & the 
US ship their 
plastic waste 
abroad they 
are unbelievably, able to claim it has 
been recycled! This then remarkably, 
fulfills the ‘obligation for developed 
countries to effect a greater positive 
change for the environment’. So, 
whilst it is easy for us to point the finger 
at many poorer countries for their 
recycling practices, let’s not forget 
the amount of plastic we ‘developed’ 
countries are sending their way in 
our own attempt to claim that we 
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Painters and Decorators

Working in Westcott 
since 1980

Our repeat clients prove our 
Quality and reliability

Phone for free estimates and 
local references

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.com
Tel: 01306 876110

Mobile: 07880848459

Shiers 
Decor

01483 284769
info@springreachnursery.co.uk
www.springreachnursery.co.uk

VISIT SURREY’S FINEST NURSERY
Just 5 mins from RHS Wisley

Buy homegrown plants direct from our nursery in Surrey. Local British produce of the 
highest quality direct from the grower.

We offer a fantastic range, all supported by expert advice and service.

Spring Reach Nursery
Long Reach
Ockham, GU23 6PG

Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm
Sunday 10:30am-4:30pmTrade enquiries welcome

Clematis Trees Hedging Ferns Shrubs

GrassesClimbersRosesPerennialsFruit

Ring: 07944 575970
Sales@SurreyHillsHeating.co.uk

www.SurreyHillsHeating.co.uk

Dorking based Surrey Hills Heating Ltd specialise 

in servicing, maintenance and repairs of Oil and 

LPG heating systems. Our specialities include:

• Oil and LPG boiler repairs, servicing and 
installation

• Heating system balancing and alterations
• Powerfl ushing to remove sludge
• Boiler replacements
• Hot and cold water system changes
• Installation of pressurised hot water 

systems and shower pumps gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.co.uk
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            GREEN WESTCOTT (cont.)
are fulfilling some environmental 
obligation. 

Well over half of the household plastic 
packaging the UK government claims 
is recycled, is actually sent abroad! 
This is equivalent to three and a half 
Olympic swimming pools every single 
day. A few years ago most of our 
plastic “recycling” went to China; at 
the moment, more than half is going to 
Turkey and Malaysia. Once it has left 
our shores there is no way of tracking 
the methods of supposed ‘recycling’ 
of our waste and our Government 
chooses to turn a blind eye to the 
issue. Out of sight out of mind. 

The problem isn’t that people aren’t 
recycling enough. The problem is that 
there is still far too much throwaway 
plastic being produced – so much 
in fact that we’re having to burn 
it or dump it on other countries to 
deal with. If the UK produced half as 
much single-use plastic as it currently 
does, we could end waste exports 
altogether, and send less plastic into 
incineration and landfill. 

However, the production of plastic has 
been and still is, a profitable prospect 
which began way back in the early 
decades of the 20th century. The 
petrol and chemical industries began 
to form alliances with companies like 
Dow Chemicals, ExxonMobil, DuPont 
and BASF. These companies are still 

the major producers of raw material 
resins for the plastics industries today. 
These alliances were driven by the 
desire to make use of waste material 
from processing crude oil and natural 
gas. Unfortunately, with these big 
companies still making a profit from 
the use of their waste materials from 
oil and gas, the likelihood of anything 
changing soon is remote. 

Unfortunately, the UK makes it into 
tenth place of the top ten of plastic 
dumpers in the world, with 703 
thousand kg of plastic dumped each 
year! This is clearly nothing to be proud 
of and is not going to reduce all the 
time new plastics are being made. 
Surely the solution has to be to stop 
producing any more plastic. Yet the 
way we consume, we are constantly 
perpetuating the problem. Packaging 
materials, account for almost half of 
all plastic waste globally!  So, while we 
wait for our own governments to get 
on board with a total ban on creating 
more plastic - what can we do to be 
part of the solution?
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01306 711293
edebros.co.uk

• Established 1926, 
Capel-based 
and family owned

• For STRESS-FREE
local, national and
worldwide moves

• Contact us 
for your FREE
estimate...

 

  
  
  
  
  
  

Faye and her team are friendly, reliable 
cleaners who can solve all your  

household chores.  
Working in Westcott for 12 years.  

Local references available.  
Phone 07590 276238  
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Here are 10 top tips to help you reduce 
your plastic waste. 
1) Lobby your MP to make the move 
to a plastic free world.
2) When buying fruit and veg go for 
the ones which are loose. 
3) When ordering things online – look 
for recycled packaging solutions often 
offered by environmentally conscious 
businesses.
4) Carry a reusable bottle for cool drinks
5) Say no to plastic straws
6) Take your own reusable 
coffee cup if buying a 
takeout coffee/tea.
7) Say no to plastic cutlery – 
just pop a fork into your bag 
and have it ready if you need it.
8) Go to your local refill shop and take 
your own bottles and containers

9) Use bees wax wraps, baking paper 
or tin foil instead of cling film 
10) Think carefully about your party 
decorations – use cloth bunting & 
tissue rather than balloons! 

If you feel passionate about the planet 
and all things green – please feel free to 
join us at Green Westcott – where you 
will find a bunch of likeminded people 
hoping to make small changes to our 
lives in order to help the environment. 
https://greenwestcott.org/ or follow us 
at Green_Westcott on Instagram.

Nancy Lund

            GREEN WESTCOTT (cont.)

Dorking Local History Group

Our colleagues at the DLHG are continuing their popular programme of 
talks on a fascinating range of topics, some live and some via Zoom.  The 
programme includes talks on “The Royal Observatory at Abinger” by Graham 
Dolan on Abinger Magnetic Observatory, which operated from 1923 to 1957 
(4th July) and “The Art of Variety” by Brian O’Gorman of the British Music Hall 
Society (1st August).  

Both are at Crossways, Community Baptist Church, 
7.15 for 7.30pm (£2 at the door for non-members).  
For further details of these and other DLHG activities 
– or to join DLHG – go to https://dlhg.org.uk.
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