
Westcott Village
Magazine         December 2022



2

Abinger Nursery..................................43
Advertisements Index …….…..…60-61
Arts Society.........................................27
Brockham Choral...............................19
Carols on the Green..........................47
Christmas at Holy Trinity................31-34
Cookie Club ........................................7
District Councillor Writes ……..….21-27
Dorking Choral Concert....................49
Dorking Local History Group.............52
Dorking Museum ………….............…53
Floodlighting ........................................9
From Holy Trinity..……………….........4-5
Gardener Wanted.............................26
Green Westcott.................…........57-59
Holmbury Choral Concert................45
Holy Trinity Services .............................6
Kids for Kids Appeal...........................55
Ladybirds Concert.............................49
Maiastra Concert.........................44-45
Mid Surrey Community Fridge Van...59
Music in Dorking.................................29
Parish Registers.....................................9
QRMW.................................................51
Riverbank Surgery..............................61
Surrey Hills All Saints Primary.........39-41
Ukrainian Support................................8
Westcott 100 Club.............................26
Westcott Coffee Morning.................15
Westcott Fellowship Cottage Trust...19
Westcott History Group................35-37
Westcott Village Association …..11-15
Westcott Village Hall.........................16
Westcott Volunteer/Baby Meals......17
Who’s Who in Westcott …....…...62-63

Westcott has a population of over 
2,000 and this is the only magazine 
written specifically for the Westcott 
area by the people of Westcott.  It 
is hand delivered, free of charge, to 
every household and further copies 
are available at the church, local 
shops, pub and doctor’s surgery.

If you have any articles, photos, 
letters, etc that you think we may  
like to feature in the next issue,  
please email the Editor on:

editor@westcottmag.com
But please note, publication will     
always be subject to space and at 
the discretion of the Editor.

Copy deadline for 
January issue:

8th December 2022

This magazine, published by the 
Church in Westcott, is printed on 
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 
accredited paper from a sustainable 
source. The views expressed are 
those of the individual writers and 
do not necessarily reflect the views 
of the Church, Editor or Westcott 
residents.

Cover photo - ‘A Snowy St John’s Road’ by Melanie Jane Banner
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FROM THE EDITOR
I hope you’ve all 
been ok with the rain 
we’ve had lately. 
I’ve had journeys 
cancelled because 
several different  
raods were shut due 

to flooding, and there was no other 
way round which has been frustrating, 
but staying safe is more important, so 
be careful out there!

The Christmas tree is going up on the  
Village Green again this year on 
3rd December, and the lights will be 
switched on at dusk, around 4.15pm. 
The supplier is offering trees for sale to 
residents so please see page 11 for full 
details and get your orders in.

We have lots of concerts to choose 

from this month, but if you only go to 
one, don’t miss Carols on the Green 
(round the tree) on 16th December at 
6pm, bring your own torch and best 
loud voices.

I have given you some cheesy 
Christmas jokes below - just in case 
your crackers aren’t up to scratch this 
year, or feel free to use them if making 
your own, which is always fun to do, 
although you do have to shout ‘Bang’ 
when you pull them, which I think just 
adds to the fun!

I hope you have a very happy 
Christmas and a peaceful and healthy 
New Year. See you in 2023!

Cath 
editor@westcottmag.com

Why did the scarecrow get a big Christmas bonus?
Because he was outstanding in his field

What do you call a bunch of chess masters bragging about  
their games in a hotel lobby over the holidays?

Chess nuts boasting in an open foyer

What did one snowman say to the other?
“Is it just me, or do you smell carrots?”

Who is a Christmas tree’s favourite singer?
Spruce Springsteen

What do Santa’s little helpers learn at school?
The elf-abet!
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HOLDING ONTO HOPE

There is plenty of change in the air 
as I write this, both in the UK and 
further afield. In a rapidly changing 
world where so much is uncertain, 
Christmas can be a point to return to 
our own familiar festive traditions.

When I married Jenny I suddenly 
discovered that things 
I had always assumed 
to be universal laws 
about how Christmas 
Day should unfold 
turned out to be just 
one way of doing 
things. This was deeply 
unsettling. It turns 
out that there is nothing legally 
binding that means you have to 
wait until after lunch is cleared to 
open presents, and there is no high 
court ruling that everyone must 
head outside for a Christmas Day 

...FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

walk in the afternoon. I had thought 
that these unwritten rules of festive 
etiquette went back to the Jurassic 
Era but alas, apparently they were 
invented by my parents. Jenny and 
I have now worked out our own 
Christmas traditions for family which 
I am sure our children will, in time, 
come to assume are the “proper 
way” of doing things.

Christmas traditions are great, but 
they are not the source of my hope 
in an ever-changing world. It is the 
story which lies behind Christmas 

which sustains and 
anchors me. The claim 
of a creator God who 
so loved his creatures 
that he chose to be 
born in their midst to 
walk and laugh and 
suffer alongside them 
so that they may 

know what He is truly like. An all-
powerful God who chose the path of 
vulnerability and uncertainty to offer 
a strong, certain and eternal hope to 
all.

CHRISTMAS 
TRADITIONS ARE GREAT, 
BUT THEY ARE NOT THE 
SOURCE OF MY HOPE...

HOPE
Holding onto
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...FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

If you need to seek out a strong and 
certain hope this Christmas season, 
or indeed if you are just looking to 
join in with some familiar seasonal 
traditions, come along to one of 
our services over the coming weeks. 
Whether your Christmas joy comes 
from seeing the children cause 
chaos in their nativity costumes at 
our crib service, or from a peaceful 
evening of carols and reflection, you 
are warmly invited to join us at Holy 
Trinity as we celebrate this season of 
hope together.

Wishing you all a very happy 
Christmas,

Rev’d. Tim Armstrong
Vicar

you are warmly invited 
to join us at Holy Trinity 

as we enter into this season 
of hope together
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DATE THEME 8:30AM 10:15AM
4th Dec Advent 2: 

Preparing for hope
Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Communion

11th     
Dec

Advent 3: Hoping 
for... what?

Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Communion

18th     
Dec

Christmas Carols Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

No 10:15am service - 
Carol Service at 6:30pm

25th       
Dec

Christmas Day Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Morning Worship

1st Jan One 9:30am service this morning, to welcome in the New Year with 
Communion and Carols

8.30am  Book of Common Prayer Communion, A  
warm welcome in our beautiful, traditional service.

10.15am Friendly, relaxed service, using Common 
Worship and a range of music styles. This service is 
also livestreamed on Zoom.

For details of all Christmas services, please 
see the Advent and Christmas pullout in the 
centre of this magazine.  All are welcome!

For 10:15am Zoom service connection, please scan this QR code, 
or visit the Online Services page of thechurchinwestcott.org.uk

The church is open every day, 9am-4pm for private prayer & 
reflection

Wednesdays 10am Communion at St John’s

MIDWEEK PRAYER & WORSHIP

B U I L D I N G
F R I E N D S H I P S

S H A R I N G
L I F E

SUNDAY SERVICES AT HOLY TRINITY
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THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT
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THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

The Church in Westcott is part of the Westcott Good Neighbour Scheme and 
we are always here for a chat, prayer, pastoral need. 

Paul Stacey paulstacey88@gmail.com, may be able to help with debt advice.

Holy Trinity Pastoral Assistants:
Mark Shakespeare 01306 888010      Ali Mabley 01306 889641
For help, more information, please contact churchwardens:
churchwardens@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk, 
or visit thechurchinwestcott.org.uk

Ukrainian Support

Are you hosting, or planning to host, Ukrainian visitors?
are you interested in helping?
or just finding more about what’s involved?
Information, and links, can be found in the Resources 
section of the Church in Westcott website:  

https://thechurchinwestcott.org.uk/
Groups/377459/Ukrainian_Support.aspx

Thank you!
A big thank you to everyone who contributed to our Harvest Service on Sunday 
23rd October! Thank you for your generosity in giving non-perishable goods 
to LeatherHead Start. There were an amazing amount of donations. We sent 
a very full carload to Leatherhead which was very gratefully received. 

And thank you to the team who made our church so beautiful, all with edible 
displays of Autumn produce. What a lovely way to give thanks for Harvest!
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THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

The church is illuminated during December by Andrew and Edwina Gordon 
as a big thank you to Holy Trinity for Christening their grandchildren Max and 
Sofia.  A wonderful service by Virginia.

If you would like to sponsor the floodlighting, please contact Sarah Massey 
at sarah@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk.  (Suggested donation of £75 to Westcott 
Church Funds.)

FLOODLIGHTING

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

Baptism:

9th October Annalise Mabel Badman

Death:

6th December 2011 Patrick Newson (80)

31st August 2022 Diana Mary Newson (88)
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Arrange a chat with Paul -  a  specialist in helping
over 40s restore health, vitality and longevity

revitalisefitness.com 
E: paul@revitalisefitness.com|07858 731890 

a Dorking and Surrey Hills mobile service
07846 508117

WWW.HANNAHSCHELLANDER.COM

ANXIETY & PANIC ATTACKS

FEARS & PHOBIAS

TRAUMA & PTSD

CONFIDENCE

SLEEP PROBLEMS

UNWANTED HABITS

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT

 

CLINICAL HYPNOTHERAPY � TRAUMA THERAPY

Tel: 01306 740003 • Email: info@bramleyhouse.net 
Web: www.bramleyhouse.net

Westcott Street, Westcott 
Dorking RH4 3NX

Bramley House is a residential home from 
home set in beautiful grounds nestled 
in the heart of the Surrey Hills. We pride 
ourselves on tailoring to all levels of 
residential care needs from respite breaks 
and companionship reasons through to 
dementia and more complex requirements.

 24 hour care and support
 16 delightful rooms
 Friendly caring staff
 Freshly prepared meals
 Permanent & respite stay
 Varied activities and outings
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     WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION NEWS

Thank you to everyone who helped out 
at the Annual Westcott Litter Pick last 
month. The small team of volunteers 
managed to collect several bags of 
rubbish from our communal spaces 
including the village green, Cradhurst 
and the cycle path. A quick bit of 
tidying up around the Westcott signs at 
either end of the village was also done, 
so we are much more presentable 
than before.

By the time you read this the Westcott 
Christmas Fair will have also taken 
place, which is always a great way to 
kick start your festive plans and a good 
excuse to catch up with friends and 
neighbours.  

Staying with Christmas, the Westcott 
Village Christmas Tree will go up on 
the Green on Saturday 3rd December, 
kindly funded by the Westcott 100 
Club and the Westcott Gardeners 
Club. Special thanks must also go to 

Dunning & Evans Roofing & Building 
Services (www.dunningandevans.
co.uk) and Burt Broom for helping the 
WVA volunteers with the installation 
and decoration of the tree.  

Peter Read, the local supplier of the 
tree is also offering a special price to 
any Westcott residents who would 
like to order their own tree from him.  
They must be pre-ordered and will be 
available to collect, netted or baled, 
between 10am and 11am on Saturday 
3rd December. Please order your tree 
directly from Peter by text message to 
07802 332843 quoting your Surname 
and the tree you would like from the list 
below.  Pay by cash on collection

Norway 
5-6ft £22.50,   6-7ft £27.50,   7-8ft £32.50 
8-9ft £42.50,    10ft £65.00,    12ft  £85.00  
Noble Fir 
10ft £95,  12ft £115,  14ft £150,  16ft £185 
18ft £225.  
Nordmann Fir 
5-6ft £40,  6-7ft £45,  7-8ft £55,  8-9ft £75 
10ft £95,  12ft £110,  14ft £150,  16ft £185

We are looking forward to welcoming 
you to the next WVA Open Meeting 
which is on Wednesday 7th December 
at 7.30pm at Holy Trinity. This is a great 
opportunity for a festive get together 
and social over a glass of wine after 
the meeting in addition to the usual 
updates from the Committee and 
an opportunity for you to raise and 
share any views about village life. The 
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•  Crown Reduction, Crown Lifting 
& Crown Thinning 

•  Tree Pruning & Dead Wooding
• Precision Tree Felling
• Pollarding
• Branch removal
• Cabling & bracing
• Stump Grinding
• Hedge Management
•  Storm Clearance and Ground 

Clearance
• Supplier of seasoned logs

Please do contact us on 0333 577 7663
Or email us at: info@southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk

South East Tree Surgeons are a  Family-Run business 
& offer an individual, personal service. We have been 
established over 22 years.

We provide a 24 Hour Emergency Service to 
Commercial businesses, local councils & private 
individuals. We offer Free written quotations & advice 
without any obligation.

Our Tree Surgery teams are Friendly, Qualified & 
insured. You can find out more about us on our website:  
www.southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk

Our Services include
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    WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION (cont.)
Notice of Meeting and Agenda will be 
available for you to read in advance 
on the Westcott Village website.  
Everyone is welcome.
 
While thinking about feedback let’s 

talk for a moment 
about planning 
applications.  As 
you probably know 

the WVA monitors all Westcott planning 
applications submitted to Mole Valley 
District and Surrey County Council and 
when appropriate will comment in the  
context of the Westcott Neighbourhood 
Development Plan and other relevant 
planning policy. As the WVA is a 
Residents’ Association and not a Parish 
Council it is not a statutory consultee 
however, if the Planning Officer is 
mindful to recommend approval for 
an application the WVA can make 
a formal request for the planning 
application to go to the Development 
Management Committee for decision 
making and a process is then followed 
which treats any WVA submission as if 
it has come from a Parish Council. All 
written submissions from the WVA are 
posted under the Planning section 
of the Westcott Village website for 
everyone to see.

If you are thinking about submitting a 
planning application it may surprise you 
to know what a shock it is for a neighbour 
if the first thing they know about your 
intentions is a notification letter from 
Mole Valley District Council planning 

department in their mailbox. Even if 
your plans are minor and do not affect 
anyone outside your property, this is an 
unpleasant way to let your neighbours 
know.  Please be considerate and tell 
your neighbours what you are planning 
before submitting, better still, ask them 
for their views, most people will be 
delighted you have asked. Anything 
they contribute at this stage may save 
a great deal of trouble later on, which 
is better for everyone concerned.  

If any Westcott resident is considering 
submitting an application, please 
c o n s i d e r 
discussing your 
p r o s p e c t i v e 
plans with the 
WVA as we 
can offer some 
guidance or equally if any resident has 
specific concerns or wishes to bring a 
planning matter to the WVA’s attention 
please do so by getting in touch with 
James Leaver who is our Planning 
Representative on the committee by 
email at jamesandfrancesca@hotmail.
co.uk 

The Mid Surrey Community Fridge 
continues to visit Westcott every 

Monday lunchtime, 
you will find them 
outside St John’s 
around 1pm.  If you 
haven’t visited yet do 
pop along and take 
a look, everyone is 
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Building Strong Foundations

LOWER PREP PLACES AVAILABLE

'To Love is to Live.'

Come and Visit Us

www.manorhouseschool.org | 01372 457077 | admissions@manorhouseschool.org 
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w e l c o m e 
and any 
food not 
t a k e n 
after the 
W e s t c o t t 
visit goes 
straight to 

landfill, so please come along and help 
yourself. Those who can afford it are 
asked to make a donation.   

Finally, please do make sure you have 
Carols around the Christmas Tree 
on the Village Green on Friday 16th 
December at 6pm in your diary.  Mulled 
wine will be available with all donations 

going to charity. You will be able to 
download or view the carol sheets 
on the Westcott Village website in 
advance, with 
a few paper 
copies of the 
carol sheets 
also available 
on the night.   

As always please do get in touch with 
any issues or to share your views on 
village life.

Tim Way
Chairman WVA Committee

contact@westcottvillage.com 

    WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION (cont.)

WESTCOTT VILLAGE 
COFFEE MORNING 

at 
The Village Hall  

(formerly The Reading Room) 
 

Wednesday 7th December 
10.30 am - 12.00 midday 

 

We are delighted once again to welcome the  
Surrey Hills School Choir 

 

A very warm welcome to all, 
especially parents & grandparents 

 

Please note that there will be no Coffee Morning in January 
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Westcott
Village Hall

About the venue: Hire rates:

The Perfect Venue for any event
The Westcott Village Hall, previously the Reading Room, is in the 

heart of the village of Westcott, in the Surrey Hills close to Dorking. 
It is a flexible space with diverse amenities available for hosting 

classes, meetings and functions.

Mobile: 07967 286636        Email: info@westcottvillagehall.com
www.westcottvillagehall.com

• 1 x large hall (100 pax)
• 1 x meeting room (8 pax)
• Drop down projector screen
• Modern audio system
• Wi-Fi
• Male and female cloak rooms
• High capacity gas heating
• Large car park onsite

• Mornings - £19 - £32
• Afternoons - £24 - £61  
• Evenings - £35 - £69
• Kitchen (fully equipped) - £25
• Sale of alcohol licence - £20
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Building Plans 
For Home Improvements & Extensions 

Many local projects completed 
Planning & Building Regulations Approvals 

Fast Efficient Service 
“Established over 30 years” 

MICHAEL LLOYD 
CEng MICE MIHT 

Phone: 01483 205479 or 07958 791402 
For free consultation 

Email: michael@lloydplanning.london 

Colin Campbell
Local Electrician

T:  01306 883 126
M: 07770 760 581

colincampbell146@btinternet.com

 Registered Part P 
 Approved Contractor 

We are a local tree surgery company offering all 
aspects of tree works by our qualified and fully 
insured team.  

info@ttasurreyltd.co.uk 
0800 1978490 

Sundown Cottage, Guildford Road, Westcott, Surrey, RH4 3QE 

• Tree surgery 

• Felling 

• Stump removal 

• Planting 

• Hedge cutting 

• Consultancy 

• Oak Processionary 
Moth treatment & 
nest removal  

Westcott based 

 

 

  
Manor Farm, Wotton 

Belted Galloway Beef For Sale 

Naturally Reared, Grass Fed,  

Dry Aged 28 days 

Fully Traceable From Farm to Fork 

info@manorfarmsurrey.com 

www.manorfarmsurrey.com 

01306 730922 
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The Westcott Fellowship Cottage Trust is a charity 
established about 100 years ago using an initial 
endowment of £1000 from a Westcott resident called 
Mrs Alice Brook. The purpose of the Trust was to provide 
an improved standard of housing for those in need - and 
this is still at the core of the Trust’s objectives today. 

Currently the Trust owns sixteen well maintained 
properties in Westcott which are let to Westcott people and families. The 
properties range in size from one to three bedrooms and include bungalows 
and houses. The sixteen includes a house that has recently been bequeathed 
to the Trust. The house requires some repair and maintenance work to be done 
to make it available for letting. This work will take up to three months.

This is advance notice that in early January 2023, the Trustees will confirm the 
process that Applicants will need to follow if they wish to be considered to be a 
tenant of this property. In addition, the Trustees will outline the selection criteria 
they will consider when reviewing these applications. Please note that those 
that have previously applied to be considered for a property will be asked to 
provide up to date details.

The information to be communicated in January 2023 will be published in the 
Village Magazine, the Village Notice board at the bus stop and extensively on 
social media.

WESTCOTT FELLOWSHIP COTTAGE TRUST

                       BROCKHAM CHORAL
Invite you to their concert at 7.30pm on Saturday 3rd 
December at St. Martin’s Church Dorking, RH4 1UX. Their 
performance, supported by the British Sinfonietta under the baton of Cole 
Bendall, will comprise Haydn’s Nelson Mass, Vaughn Williams’ Five Mystical 
Songs, and Mozart’s Laudate Dominum and Eine Kleine Nachmusik 

Admission Adults £16 in advance, £20 on the day, children, students under 
25 in full time education  £10.

Tickets  By email  brockhamcstickets@gmail.com
More information & tickets www.brockhamchoral.org   
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01306 740555

Anthony Wakefi eld & Company Ltd is authorised & regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority with reference: 307545. 
Company number: 01756254. Our registered offi ce is 4 Guildford Road, Westcott, Surrey RH4 3NR.

Insurance that gives you 
peace of mind.
 Private Clients
 Business Cover
 Listed Buildings
 Valuables, Antiques & Art

www.anthonywakefi eld.com

Sherlock Funeral Service 
130-year-old, independent, 

family business. 

• Funeral Directors & Monumental 
Masons 

• Private Service Chapel & Rest 
Rooms 

• Home visits if required 
• Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

 

Trellis House 
190 South Street  
Dorking RH4 2ES 
T: 01306 882266 
E: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk 

Sherlock Funeral Service 
is a part of Stoneman 
Funeral Service as of 

2010. 

Lawn Mowing
Lawn Treatments
Garden Tidy Ups
Turfing
Hedge Cutting
Pressure washing

Dorking and surrounding areas

07905 160765
phil@philsmowingdorking.co.uk
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES...
The key message from all these 
organisations is, if you need help, 
please do ask. If you don’t know 
who to turn to this winter, or if other 
routes have failed – then please do 
get in touch with me. It’s a key part 
of being a District Councillor to help 
individuals and families. I am always 
happy to meet up, chat on the phone 
(07710 433793) or email (use either 
james@10rookery.com or councillor.
friend@molevalley.gov.uk) – whatever 
works for you.

One final thought – if your domestic 
fuel use – gas or electric) seems 
unfeasibly high then it might well be. 
Get your gas supplier to come and 
check for minor leaks, or advice from 
your electricity supplier around a 
smart meter. Likewise – get your water 
company to check for water leaks 
between your water meter and your 
property.

Gas Safety

On the same lines, Surrey Fire and 
Rescue Service have shared their 
advice on gas safety in the home.

Cost of Living Support

With the rate of inflation impacting 
every household, Surrey County 
Council has created a Directory of 
Support that has been delivered 
to every home in the village.  The 
Directory sets out ways to make 
sure that you and your family are 
getting the correct money from the 
government for benefits and grants 
available to make your home more 
efficient.

There are also many ways that Mole 
Valley District Council can help out 
– from the common sense realm of 
how to reduce your food waste to 
connecting you with free activities for 
children to keep them active. Free 
energy advice is also available at 
Dorking Library, which this winter is also 
opening its doors as one of Surrey’s 
“Warm Hubs” where you can drop in, 
get warm and meet others.
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RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
AGRICULTURAL • SCHOOLS • ACOUSTIC

 HOARDING • GATES • SECURITY 

RICHARDSON & BRADS FENCING LTD
T: 01306 640 143 - 01483 414 745

E: INFO@RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK
W: WWW.RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK

A: 168 SOUTH STREET, DORKING, SURREY, RH4 2ES
UNIT 45 MARTLANDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, SMARTS HEATH LANE, MAYFORD, GU22 0RQ 
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES... (cont.)
You should have your gas fuelled 
appliances serviced every 12 months 
by a Gas Safe registered engineer.   
Not only will this ensure your appliances 
or heating system is safe to use and 
working correctly but will also make 
sure they are running efficiently. 

Warning signs which you may be able 
to spot yourself that gas appliances 
are not working properly include lazy 
yellow flames instead of crisp blue 
ones, black marks or stains on or 
around the appliance and too much 
condensation in the room. You can 
find a Gas Safe Register approved 
engineer via Gas Safe Register’s 
search tool or by calling 0800 408 5500.

Carbon Monoxide Leaks - Carbon 
monoxide (CO) is a colourless, 
odourless, tasteless and poisonous 
gas produced by incomplete burning 
of carbon-based fuels. The most 
common sources of CO leaks are from 
faulty boilers, gas fires and cookers. 
Carbon monoxide detectors should 
be installed in every room with a 
gas or solid fuel heating or cooking 
appliance and alarms should be 
tested weekly with your smoke alarms.

Finally, it is worth drawing attention to 
the possibilities that you might be at risk 
of gas theft or gas meter fraud. That’s 
where somebody bypasses or rigs the 
gas meter in some way so that it does 
not accurately record the amount of 
gas that is being used.

Obviously, not only is gas meter 
tampering illegal, but it is also extremely 
dangerous and could put your life and 
the lives of others in danger. Tampering 
with meters can cause leaks, which 
you may not always be able to smell. 
It could cause the gas flames on your 
hob or gas fire to change size or burn 
more yellow than blue. Sometimes 
there are no signs at all until the build-
up of gas in the air explodes, putting 
you and your family in real danger. 

Visit Stay 
Energy Safe 
(https://www.
stayenergysafe.
co.uk/gas-theft) 
or call 08000 232 
777 to see how 

to spot if you have been the victim of 
gas theft.

Looking Back Again

Thanks to everyone who got in touch 
to reflect on last month’s article looking 
back to the Westcott Neighbourhood 
Forum work 
in 2012; how 
times fly when 
you are having 
fun. Moving 
a little closer 
to the present 
day, back in 
D e c e m b e r 
2013 we were 
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES... (cont.)
marking the official opening of the 
Westcott to Dorking cycle path. It 
never ceases to amaze me how many 
people I meet using the path – when 

we think back to 
the old footpath 
with its cobbled 
brick style at the 
end of Bailey 
Road, we can 
really see how 
much the new 
path is easier to 
use.

On Demand Bus Service

Up until 6th January 2023, Surrey  
County Council are running a 
consultation on changes to the bus 
services in the village. For us the 
proposed change is that the two 
Monday to Saturday services on the 32 
route that currently divert via Holmbury 
St Mary and Abinger Common would 
be rerouted to operate along the A25. 

This seems to be as a result of low use 
of service into the rural villages and an 
opportunity to get travellers between 
Dorking and Guildford faster. If you use 
the service to get to the hills already 
then a Digital Demand Responsive 
Transport service will be available. 
This is like the current arrangement 
that also runs along the A25 whereby 
people wanting to travel can book 
a journey using the “Surrey Connect”  

 

mobile app. The connect service uses 
accessible minibuses with journey 
bookings made on a first come first 
served basis. Their software groups 
customer demands together in real 
time.  

When the booking is made with the 
“leave at” feature, the software takes 
the requested time and compares 
it with other customer requests in the 
area, and links them up to create 
single journeys that are convenient for 
a group of users at once, scheduling 
the pickup time within a window of 
10 minutes before or 10 minutes after  
the preferred booking time.

Alternatively, if you need to be at 
your destination for a specific time, 
such as a train departure, you can 
use the “arrive at” feature. It will then 
dynamically generate options for you 
that will get you there with up to 10 
minutes to spare and ensure you are 
never late.

To book your journey it’s super 
simple. They just need four pieces of 
information from you:
• Where do you want to be picked up 
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Another Christmas and New Year is approaching quickly and the Westcott 
100 Club will hold its 29th quarterly and 8th annual draws. We will bring you 
the results in the January edition of the magazine, but with a number of new 
members joining the scheme – thank you! – the value of both the prize fund 
and the amount of money we have for grants will increase. Great news for 
Christmas! The Westcott 100 Club is again pleased to contribute to the cost 
of the village Christmas tree.

Our 2023 draws will be held, as usual, in March, June, September and 
December. We remain open both for new subscribers and for grant 
applications. For more information on joining the scheme or for the process 
for applying for funds from the scheme, please email us at westcott.100.
club@gmail.com.

We look forward to hearing from you soon. We wish you all a merry Christmas 
and a peaceful New Year.

Alda Andreotti (Chair), Edwin Harland (Treasurer), 
Richard Packer (Secretary)

The Westcott 100 Club is a Small Society Lottery registered with Mole Valley DC no. 48965.

GARDENER WANTED
Please! Part time gardener (perhaps 
2 hours a week or thereabouts), a lot 
of flexibility, needed by long standing 
Westcott Street resident who is getting 
a bit tired! Some skills needed, and 
perhaps doing the occasional odd job.                   

Telephone 01306 885554
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and dropped off?
• How many passengers will be 
travelling?
• When you would like to travel and 
what time? Remember to select “arrive 
at” if you need to get somewhere at a 
specific time!
• Do you need wheelchair access?

You’ll then be presented with a list of 
journey options that suit your needs. 
Choose your option and confirm the 
journey. You will receive an email 
confirmation of your journey straight 
away. Two text message reminders 
will be sent the day of your journey. 
The first will be 30 minutes before your 
pick-up time and the second will be 10 
minutes before. If there are any delays 
(more than 10 minutes) or interruptions 
you will be notified straight away.

Westcott Winter Sports

If you find yourself at a loose end one 
Saturday afternoon this winter, why 
not take a wander down to Westcott 
Sports Club in Milton Street and support 
our own Westcott 1935 Football club in 
their West Sussex league fixtures.

Upcoming games at Stable Meadow 
include playing TD Shipley Reserves on 
17th December.

James Friend

THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES... (cont.)

Blenheim Palace: 
The Agony and the Ecstacy

Our Lecture on Tuesday 13th December 2022 is titled ‘Blenheim Palace:The 
Agony and the Ecstasy’. Blenheim is possibly the most admired historic English 
building outside London. Anthony Powell will talk about this monument to 
English military ambition, one family’s self importance and so much more.

 The Arts Society brings people together through a shared interest in the 
arts. We meet on the second Tuesday of the month in the Dorking Halls and 
welcome new members and visitors, however 
please visit our website for more information 
theartssocietydorking.org.uk. We look forward 
to welcoming you.   
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merry 
christmas 
to you all 

                    from the 
Kingf isher team

     
kingfisherfarmshop.com  
01306 730 703   ‘Kingfisher’ Farm Shop

Flower Shop

 
 
 

 
 

Groundwork and 
Drainage Engineers 

 
Sewage Treatment Plants, Septic 

Tanks and Soakaways 
 

Foundations, Concreting, 
Surface and Foul Drainage 

 

LEITH HILL PLANT LTD OCKLEY SURREY RH5 5LX 
www.lhpl.co.uk 

Phone 01306 628412 or email 
info@lhpl.co.uk 

Established 1992 
Fully Insured  

 
Soft interiors 

By 
Josephine 

 
BESPOKE HIGH 

Quality CURTAINS, ROMAN BLINDS AND 
soft furnishings  

 
PERSONAL AND FRIENDLY advice on 

design 
 

Fitting service available 
 
 

        Telephone:  01306 644802 (Home) 
                              07767 771777 (Mobile) 
        Email:        josoftinteriors@gmail.com 

 



29

                 MUSIC IN DORKING
1st at 7.30, The Nutcracker ballet at Dorking Halls, £26, 01306 881717
3rd at 3.00, Ladybirds choir at United Reformed Church hall, £7.50, 01737 843662
3rd at 7.30, Brockham Choral Society at St Martin’s church, £16/20
4th at 7.30, A Christmas Carol at Dorking Halls, £24, 01306 881717
10th at 4.00, Dorking Choral Society at United Reformed Church

December begins with a Christmas carol concert given by the Ladybirds choir, 
conducted by Helena Twentyman. They will perform a range of Christmas 
music, including carols by Vaughan Williams and John Rutter, together with old 
favourites such as Jingle Bells and an unusual version of The Holly and The Ivy.  
The concert will raise funds for the Mary Frances Trust, a Leatherhead charity 
that helps adults with a range of mental health issues. There will be tea and 
mince pies afterwards.

Brockham Choral Society’s concert features Haydn’s Nelson Mass, Vaughan 
Williams’s Five Mystical Songs, and Mozart’s Laudate Dominum and Eine Kleine 
Nachtmusik. The choir, together with soloists and orchestra, will be conducted 
by Cole Bendall. Tickets are £16 if bought in advance and £20 on the day.

Dorking Choral Society will also be presenting its Christmas concert with a mix 
of seasonal music.

The Dorking Halls presents Crown Ballet with their delightful production of 
Tchaikovsky’s ever-popular Christmas ballet, The Nutcracker.  Also coming to the 
Halls as part of its tour is a musical version of Charles Dickens’s tale A Christmas 
Carol.  With a score by Broadway composer Bob Christianson, and featuring a 
large cast accompanied by an orchestra, this unusual production is billed as 
‘the theatrical event of the festive season’!

The Nutcracker can also be seen in a live screening on 8 December from the 
Royal Ballet in London.

Happy Christmas!

Ian Codd
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remedial roofing 
• provided or intended for people with roof issues and deficiencies. 
“remedial roofing”We specialise in:

New roofs, 
slate & tiled roof 

specialists

ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED

Recommended, vetted & monitored local traders and service providers. Recommended by 
previous customers, vetted by Checkatrade, monitored via customer feedback. Obtain an up-to-

date report of remedial roofing on www.checkatrade.com

All roof repairs, 
moss removal & 
gutter clearance

New uPVC 
Fascia, soffit & 

guttering

Flat roofs, 
traditional felt & 
GRP fibreglass

Call us today for a FREE quotation on:

01306 304736 | 07852 833802                         

info@remedialrooÞng.co.uk                                                     
www.remedialrooÞng.co.uk


Average Score 10/10

Monthly Supper Club 

Coming to Logmore Lane,  

Westcott 

£65 pp 

Saturday 3rd December 

7.30pm 

info@thewestcotttable.co.uk 

     @thewestcotttable 

BUY, SELL or LET
your property with…

Local  People  • Local  Knowledge • Local  Experts

27 South Street, Dorking, Surrey  RH4 2JZ
www.seymours-estates.co.uk

Seymours Dorking
01306 776674

sales@seymours-dorking.co.uk
lettings@seymours-dorking.co.uk 
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Welcome to Christmas with the Church in Westcott

HOPE
Christmas
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FRIDAY, 16TH DECEMBER

Carols on the Green
Westcott Green 6pm
Gather around the village Christmas tree on the Green, 
and spread some Christmas cheer
with friends, neighbours and Westcott Village Association

SUNDAY, 18TH DECEMBER

Carol Service
Holy Trinity Church & Zoom 6:30pm
Traditional Christmas readings, and carols old and new
   No 10:30am service on this day - just one service at 8:30am
   Carol Service at 6:30pm to allow for Football World Cup Final

DATE TO BE CONFIRMED

Residential Home Carols
For many years, we have shared Christmas hope and joy 
with older members of our village community, 
at Bramley House and Westcott House.  
Contact the vicar, Rev Tim Armstrong:
vicar@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk for details, 
if you’d be interested in coming along.

SUNDAY, 27TH NOVEMBER

Christingle Service
Holy Trinity Church & Zoom 10:15am
A lovely, family-friendly service as we begin Advent
Give to the work of the Children’s Society, 
and recieve a Christingle to take home

HOPE
Holding onto

Advent & Christmas 2022




*
*
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CHRISTMAS EVE, 24TH DECEMBER

Crib Service
Holy Trinity Church 3pm

Join in the story of the first Nativity 
(come dressed in character if you wish!) 

Christmas Eve Communion
Holy Trinity Church 8pm

Gather on this holy night, 
to celebrate the hope at the heart of Christmas

CHRISTMAS DAY, 25TH DECEMBER

Book of Common Prayer Communion
Holy Trinity Church 8:30am

A traditional service to celebrate Christmas Day

All Age Christmas Service
Holy Trinity Church & Zoom 10:15am

Celebrate Jesus’ birth together!

SUNDAY, 1ST JANUARY

New Year’s Day Morning Worship
Holy Trinity Church 9:30am

(only one church service today.  
No Zoom broadcast.)

HOPE
Holding onto

Advent & Christmas 2022

Great for families and children







34

HOPE
Christmas

For Zoom service connection, please 
scan the QR code 
or go to the online services page 
on our website
thechurchinwestcott.org.uk

Throughout the changing years, people in Westcott have stepped through 
Holy Trinity church doors, gathering together to celebrate 

the hope that lies at the heart of Christmas.

This year, with its challenges and changes, 
you are invited once again to step through the church doors. 

Join us as we gather together - celebrating and holding on 
to the hope that lies at the heart of Christmas. 

In the beauty of traditional carols, moments of still reflection, 
or joyful worship and celebration, 

you’re invited to step into this season of hope.  

Hope found in knowing Jesus - God with us, 
born into a world of challenges and changes, 
offering strong and certain hope to everyone.

Photograph of Holy Trinity © Edward Bennett
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     WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP 
A Medieval Westcott Christmas

Most of us know that the Manor of 
Westcott and its mill gets a mention 
in the Domesday Book and its 
history through medieval times is 
well recorded. But what would 
Christmas have been like then? Well, 
very different from now of course 
for the Church then ensured that 
Christmas was a true religious holiday. 
Celebrations were for the birth of 
Christ as opposed to simply for people 
to enjoy themselves.

The first recorded use of the word 
‘Christmas’ was in 1038 when a book 
from Saxon England used the words 
‘Cristes Maesse’ in it. William the 
Conqueror had himself crowned king 
of England on Christmas Day 1066. The 
noblemen allowed inside Westminster 
Abbey cheered so loudly when the 
crowning ceremony was taking place 
that the guards outside thought 

s o m e t h i n g 
w a s 
happening to 
their master 
inside the 
abbey and 
rushed inside 
to restore 
order.

Some of the problems experienced 
at Christmas then have had a knock-
on effect for us. For example, carol 
singers going from house to house 

is as a result of carols being banned 
within churches in medieval times. 
Carol singers took the word ‘carol’ 
literally - it means to sing and dance 
in a circle.  Because Christmas services 
were spoiled by carol singers doing 
just this, the Church banned them 
and ordered the carol singers into the 
street.

December 28th is a day children may 
not have enjoyed in medieval times. 
December 28th is ‘Holy Innocents Day’ 
or ‘Childermass Day’ - the day when 
King Herod ordered that all children 
under two years of age be killed and 
children might well be reminded of 
Herod’s cruelty by being beaten, 
whether they needed it or not. 
December 28th was seen by many 
then as a day of bad luck. No-one 
would get married on that day; no-
one would start a building on that day 
and Edward IV refused to be crowned 
on that day.

What was eaten on Christmas Day? 
Certainly not turkey. Turkeys are  
native to America and only arrived 
in Europe after the discovery of that 
continent in the late 15th century. 
The rich would eat goose and, with 
the king’s permission, swan. Medieval 
cooks would 
very likely 
cover the 
c o o k i n g 
bird with 
butter and 
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01306 711293
edebros.co.uk

• Established 1926, 
Capel-based 
and family owned

• For STRESS-FREE
local, national and
worldwide moves

• Contact us 
for your FREE
estimate...

 

  
  
  
  
  
  

Faye and her team are friendly, reliable 
cleaners who can solve all your  

household chores.  
Working in Westcott for 12 years.  

Local references available.  
Phone 07590 276238  
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saffron plant to give the cooked bird 
a golden colour when it was served. 
The Church had a fixed price of 7 
pence for a ready cooked goose. An 
uncooked goose would cost 6 pence 
- about a day’s wages.

Venison from deer was in keeping with 
the spirit of Christmas and a decent 
lord might let the poor have what 
was left of the deer. These parts were 
known as the deer’s ‘umbles’ - the 
heart, liver, tongue, feet, ears and 
brains. Mixed with whatever else a 
cook could get, they were made into 
a pie. Thus, the poor would eat ‘umble 
pie’ and so nowadays, if you have 
taken a tumble in life it might be said 
that you are having to eat ‘humble 
pie’.

M i n c e 
pies are a 
C h r i s t m a s 
t r a d i t i o n 
n o w a d a y s . 
In Medieval 
E n g l a n d 

a large mince pie was always 
baked. They were filled with all 
sorts of shredded meat along with 
spices and fruit. This recipe only 
changed in Victorian times when  
the shredded meat was left out. It 
was believed that if you made a  
wish with the first bite of your first 
mince pie, your wish would come 
true but if you refused the first mince  
pie someone offered you over 

Christmas, you might have bad luck.

C h r i s t m a s 
puddings in 
M e d i e v a l 
England were 
spicy porridge, 
known as 
‘frumenty’. This was considered a real 
treat. It was made of thick porridge (or 
boiled wheat). Currants and dried fruit 
were stirred in and the yolks of eggs 
were also added together with other 
spices such as cinnamon and nutmeg. 
The mixture was left to cool and set 
before being served.

Christmas Day was also a ‘quarter 
day’. This meant that the poor had 
to pay their rent on this day! Boxing 
Day has traditionally been associated 
with the rich giving gifts to the poor in 
boxes.  This is not strictly true. On Boxing 
Day, the poor did receive money from 
their masters but in hollow clay pots 
with a slit in the 
top.  These had 
to be broken to 
get the money 
out.  These small 
clay pots were 
n i c k n a m e d 
‘piggies’. As a 
result, we now 
have piggy 
banks for collecting money. Happy 
Christmas to everybody from the 
WLHG!

John Clachan

       WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP (cont.)
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We seem to have hurtled our way into 
the winter with thoughts in our minds 
of Christmas Day to come, of lights, 
warmth and celebration. A moment 
when togetherness is uppermost in our 
minds. It is a time full of hope and joy, of 
rest and reflection. A time to miss loved 
ones who are no longer with us and a 
time to celebrate family togetherness, 
practising forgiveness, preparing  
and partaking in the pleasure of 
giving. 

It is also of course a time of difficulty 
and hardship for many in our 
community and beyond, and I would 
urge all of us to think of those who are 
less fortunate than ourselves and may 
find themselves alone and vulnerable. 
Each and every one of us can make  
a big difference in a small way, 
watching out for our neighbours 
and friends and all those who can 
benefit from a little bit of time and 
consideration. This can have such an 
impact…sometimes more than we 
ever know. We will certainly be doing 
this as a school community, living our 
values in a very real and meaningful 
sense. 

As a school we will be in the community 
singing in the church, the Village Hall 
and performing the nativity. This will 
be a wonderful opportunity to share 
our thoughts and prayers, to think 
about the deeper, truer meaning 
of this period in our calendar. As we 
approach the winter solstice and the 

  SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS PRIMARY SCHOOL
darkest and longest of nights, our 
thoughts will soon turn to the new year 
and spring.  

Much has been achieved during our 
autumn term including celebrating 
Harvest - all the children and staff 
made their way to Westcott Church 
to sing, read and explore what harvest 
means in different parts of the world. 
The children considered those who 
are less fortunate than us and came 
together to be joyful and appreciative 
of all we are blessed with. This was an 
amazing moment of togetherness and 
connection. Tim was fantastic and I’d 
like to say, to all of those involved with 
hosting us, a huge warm thank you.
 
Value of the half term
As a school we are deepening our 
offer, ensuring all of our children are 
given an educational experience 
to be envied. As you know we have 
spent time as a school community 
considering and re-establishing our 
Vision, Aims and Values. This half term 
our value is Believe.
  
Bees Class - Reception
Bees Class have been investigating 



40

01306 640418

01306 640418

Established Local Family Business

Established Local Family Business

Over 20 Years Experience

Internal & External

Commercial & Domestic

Friendly, First Class Service

Surrey / Sussex / Greater London

Over 20 Years Experience

Internal & External

Commercial & Domestic

Friendly, First Class Service

Surrey / Sussex / Greater London

Guildford Road • Westcott RH4 3QE

0 1 3 0 6  8 8 5 3 7 9
WESTCOTT

 Friendly village garage

 Superb service

 Good value

 MoT’s arranged

  Member of Guild of 
Master Craftsmen

• Quality Flowers • Personal Service • Customer Satisfaction •

• Wedding Specialists •
• Qualified Florists • Fresh Flowers & Plants • Local Delivery •

• Varied Gift Selection • Corporate Functions • Special Occasions •
• Funeral Tribute Specialists • Interflora Worldwide •

66 High Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1AY
T: 01306 883511  • E: fbe@btconnect.com

www.flowersbyelaine.co.uk

A6 advert.qxp_Layout 1  25/05/2017  02:44  Page 1

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Surrey Downs Tree Care is based in 
Westcott with over 30 years of 

experience 
All aspects of tree care and hedge 

management undertaken 
 

Contact us on 01306 875146 or 
07855232552 
Email Surreydownstc@gmail.com 
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        SURREY HILLS PRIMARY SCHOOL (cont)
different habitats and thinking about 
which animals live where. They have 
also been considering what animals 

eat and 
helping out 
the birds 
by filling up 
the feeders 
with fat balls 
provided by 
FASH! Thank 
you!

 
Butterflies Class -Year 1 & 2
Butterflies had great fun learning all 
about our senses during Forest School.
We made jam and our sense of taste 
told us it was delicious!

Foxes Class -Year 5
Foxes Class had a fabulous day re-
enacting life, role playing and learning 
so many facts about World War II. 

                                                                                    
Our bomb 
d i s p o s a l 
experts at 
work!
 

The children dressed as evacuees and 

went on a fact 
finding mission.
 
We were able 
to handle lots of 
genuine World 
War II items. Toys 
made of shrapnel, gas masks, ration 

books, uniforms and 
stretchers. We were 
also treated to 
some wartime items 
of memorabilia 
which the children 
brought in to show 
and tell.
 

Cross Country competition 
We had great results at our first Cross 
Country. More sporting competitions 
to come in the following weeks!

I would like to wish you all, on behalf 
of all in our school community, a very 
warm and wonderful Christmas and 
New Year.  

With warmth, hope and faith, 
Simon Coles 

Headteacher
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JAZ2
SOPHISTICATED DINNER JAZZ

The Best of Sophisticated, Melodic Jazz
Add a little musical magic to your garden party/ 
anniversary/charity event or any kind of celebration, 
indoors or outdoors….
Featuring Ralph Sutton (piano) Cathy Williams (vocals), 
let JAZ2 entertain you and your guests with the best in 
sophisticated, melodic jazz...

Past Performances:
❖  Polesden Lacey Lazy Summer Sunday Jazz Afternoons
❖  Denbies Wine Estate
❖  8-year residency at Royal Academy of  Arts, Piccadilly, London
❖  Hilton Hotel, BT Tower, National Portrait Gallery, and 

many others in London
Music is great, sound quality is excellent, fees are very 
reasonable…..why wait?

Just call or email me for a chat about your requirements

www.jaz2.com Ralph Sutton: 01306 886826 or 07836 275102 
email at ralph@jaz2.com
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            ABINGER NURSERY
Twas the month before Christmas, when next to the Hatch,
The nursery were crafting , mostly from scratch.
The nativity play was being practiced with care,
In hopes that all the parents would be there;
We all were playing together wrapped up in the warm,
Thinking about the time when baby Jesus was born,
And our teachers settled down in a cosy nook,to read to us our favourite book.

When out on the lawn there arose such a clatter,
We sprang to see what was the matter.
Away to the window we flew like a flash,
Tore open the shutters, and threw up the sash.

The nursery garden held new fallen snow,
With our many toys poking out from below;
When, what to our wondering eyes should appear,
But a minature sleigh, and eight tiny reindeer

With a little old driver, so lively and quick, we knew in a moment it must be St. Nick.
On went our coats, gloves, hats and wellies, 
We did not want to miss this chance to see Santa’s belly!
He was dress’d all in fur, from his head to his foot,
And his clothes were all tarnish’d with ashes and soot;

A bundle of toys was flung on his back, 
And he look’d like a peddler just opening his pack:
His eyes - how they twinkled! his dimples how merry,
His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a cherry;
To each one of us by name he said hello, then exclaimed he really must go,
He’d been so eager to see the nursery nativity, he’d flown in to visit rather too early!

He sprung to his sleigh, to his team gave a whistle,
And they flew over Donkey Lane, like the down of a thistle:
But we heard him exclaim, ere he drove out of sight -
Happy Christmas Abinger, and to all a good night.

PS pictures are of our fabulous pumpkin/bonfire season and cake sale!
Kate Fairbrass
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Maiastra

  

   

2006-2022
16 years of excellence

Admission free / donations welcome
Enquiries 07494186971  sarah.baldwin@maiastra.org
www.maiastra.org
The Aidan Woodcock Charitable Trust
Registered Charity Number 1167616

Haydn         -   String Quartet in Eb major, Op. 33 No. 2 "The Joke"

Beethoven     -   String Quartet in F minor, Op. 95 "Serioso"

Tchaikovsky -   String Quartet No. 3 in Eb minor, Op. 30

Friday 16th December at 7.30pm
The Musical Museum
399 High Street, Brentford, TW8 0DU

Saturday 17th December at 7.30pm
Holy Trinity, Westcott 
Logmore Lane, Westcott, Dorking, RH4 3NN

Sunday 18th December at 4.00pm (please note start time)

The Menuhin Hall
Cobham Road, Stoke D'Abernon, KT11 3QQ

Arisa Fujita   -   violin
Yente Lottman  -   violin
Hugo Haag  -   viola
Eddie Mead  -   cello
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MAIASTRA CONCERT
7.30pm on Saturday 17 December 2022 at Holy Trinity Westcott

Following a week of rehearsing at Logmore Farm barn in Westcott, I am pleased 
to announce that the Maiastra String Quartet will perform three wonderful 
chamber music works directed by Arisa Fujita, violinist and Trustee of The Aidan 
Woodcock Charitable Trust.  Free entry with retiring collection at 7.30pm on 
Saturday 17 December 2022 at Holy Trinity Westcott.

First on the programme is Haydn’s String Quartet, Op. 33 No. 2 “The Joke”. 
Written in 1781, it garnered its nickname due to the light-hearted character 
and many instances of musical humour. The second piece will be Beethoven’s 
String Quartet in F minor, Op. 95. Named “Serioso” by Beethoven himself, it is 
the shortest of his quartet compositions and is the last of his ‘middle period’ 
chamber works. Finally, the String Quartet in Eb minor, Op. 30 by Tchaikovsky 
will be performed. There is an air of lyrical grief and sorrow throughout, as it was 
written in memory of his close friend, violinist Ferdinand Laub.  

The Aidan Woodcock Charitable Trust, under the name ‘Maiastra’, provides 
courses for emerging young professionals who are hoping to make chamber 
music a major part of their career.  More information on https://www.maiastra.
org/

Hugh Parry 
Chairman of The Aidan Woodcock Charitable Trust

         HOLMBURY CHORAL SOCIETY
Peace on Earth - Holmbury St Mary Choral Society’s Christmas Concert

Thursday 15th December, 8pm, Holmbury Church

Please join us to celebrate the run-up to Christmas with our new conductor, 
Cole Bendall. The concert starts with movements from Rachmaninoff’s 
Vespers, interspersed with music to mark the winter season by composers 
such as Errollyn Wallen, Amy Beach, Sally Beamish, Olivia Sparkhall and 
John Rutter. We then move on to familiar territory with Christmas Carols for 
audience participation before concluding with complimentary mince pies 
and a glass of wine. 

Tickets £15 from holmburychoral@btinternet.com www.holmburychoral.org
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We are a multi-office Law Firm servicing the needs of our clients throughout 

London, the South East, across the United Kingdom and Worldwide.

Family & Divorce Law
Media Law
Litigation & Mediation
Employment Law
Private Client

Property
Crisis Management
Reputation Protection
Company Corporate
Fraud & Private Crime

Branch offices in: -
Dorking | Soho | Camberwell Green | Chigwell
Switchboard: 01306 884432
www.meaby.co.uk

Strength & wisdom in law & business since 1848
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London, the South East, across the United Kingdom and Worldwide.
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Family & Divorce Law
Media Law
Litigation & Mediation
Employment Law
Private Client

Property
Crisis Management
Reputation Protection
Company Corporate
Fraud & Private Crime

Branch offices in: -
Dorking | Soho | Camberwell Green | Chigwell
Switchboard: 01306 884432
www.meaby.co.uk

Strength & wisdom in law & business since 1848

We are a multi-office Law Firm servicing the needs of our clients throughout 

London, the South East, across the United Kingdom and Worldwide.

Reputation Protection

Fraud & Private Crime

Strength & wisdom in law & business since 1848

@MeabyandCo MeabyandComeaby-&-co
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Do you have 1-2 hours free a 
week? Would you like to make a 
difference to someone’s life? Yes? 
Then Age Concern Mole Valley has 

the perfect opportunity for you. We are looking for volunteers 
to join our Befriender scheme in Dorking.

For more details, please 
contact our Volunteer Co-
ordinator Andrea Kelley 
on: 07821 649683 / 01306 
899104 or email  andrea@
ageconcernmolevalley.org.uk

Registered Charity No 1111678

Following on from the success of the Carols on the Green last year, and by 
popular request, we are holding the event again.

The Carols on the Green choir will lead the singing on the Village Green, starting 
at 6pm on Friday 16th December.  We 
hope you and your family and friends will 
join us and celebrate Christmas with some 
traditional carols.  Last year we thought the 
community singing was great and much 
appreciated.  There will be mulled wine to 
help you along and please do bring a torch 
if you can.

We look forward to seeing you there, by the 
Christmas Tree on the Green.

 
Madeleine Brooks and Hannah Mayo         

CAROLS ON THE GREEN



48

Accountants for Life

T: 01306 880880
E: partners@bullimores.co.uk

W: www.bullimores.co.uk
Bullimores LLP licensed to carry out the reserved legal activity 
of non-contentious probate in England & Wales by the ICAEW

 Tax • Accounts • Probate
Inheritance Tax & 

Executorship

ECO LOGS
Cut, split & seasoned hardwoods  
from local woodland restoration

Bulk grab bags & kindling 
delivered

www.ecologs.net

01306 712850    07765 214647

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

LOCAL PAINTING AND  
DECORATING COMPANY
House Painting * Windows * Doors * 

Ceilings * Walls  * Frames  
Paper Hanging 

 

SURREY TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATIONS
FULL LIABILITY INSURANCE

07876 130 016
jhnsmthrs@aol.com

jspaintingandbuildingservices.co.uk
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         THE LADYBIRDS CONCERT
   Directed by Helena Twentyman

   Saturday 3rd December at 3pm
United Reformed Church Hall, West Street, Dorking RH4 1BS

The Ladybirds Choir warmly invites everybody to their Christmas 
concert, which will be held on Saturday 3rd December at 3pm in the 

United Reformed Church Hall in West Street, Dorking. The choir 
will present a variety of songs both well-known and less familiar. 
Among this year’s highlights will be John Rutter’s Angels’ Carol, a 
lively Wassail Song arranged by Ralph Vaughan Williams and the 

beautiful Peace On Earth / Little Drummer Boy. More light-hearted 
numbers will include Jingle Bells and Here Comes Santa Claus, and 

there will be an unusual rendition of The Holly And The Ivy!

This year the choir is raising funds for Mary Frances Trust (MFT), 
a Leatherhead-based charity supporting adults (16+) in Surrey who 
are experiencing any kind of mental health or emotional well-being 

issue. MFT offers face-to-face and online support via a range of 
support groups, physical activities and courses as well as a specific 

programme for young people (16-25). For more information visit 
www.maryfrancestrust.org.uk.

Tea and mince pies will be served after the performance. Tickets are 
priced at £7.50 and are available on the door (cash or cheque) or in 

advance from Jenny Abbott on 01737 843662.

                    DORKING CHORAL SOCIETY 
                   Christmas Concert 2022

Our Christmas Concert will be at the  United Reformed Church, West Street, 
Dorking on Saturday 10th December at 4pm. This will be a joint concert along 
with the children’s choir from St Joseph’s School, Dorking. It will be an event 
with plenty of opportunities for all the family to participate in singing well 
known carols and hearing Christmas music to get into the festive spirit. Join 
us and bring all the family - mince pies and seasonal refreshments afterwards.

Tickets: £5, Under 18 free. from our website or phone 07847 477 052
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PAS FINANCIAL AND MORTGAGE 

SOLUTIONS LTD 
  
  

Tel 01306 881399 
  
Mobile 07710-854040 
  
E mail paulstacey88@gmail.com 

26 Furlong Road, Westcott Surrey RH4 3PR 
  
For  Mortgages and Protection 
  
A local and Friendly Service, tailored 
to your needs based in Westcott 
  
PAS Financial and Mortgage Solutions Ltd 
is an Appointed Representative of Pink 
Home Loans. Pink Home Loans is a trading 
name of Advance Mortgage Funding     
Limited which is authorised and regulated 
by the Financial Conduct Authority.  
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         QRMW
As we draw close to the end of 2022 
we look back on an eventful year 
with many mixed emotions. At QRMW, 
personally and nationally we have lost 
some special people in our lives, our 
wonderful Queen being one of them.  
We have kept in touch with the young 
Princes, William and Harry ever since 
we opened the Memorial Woodland 
and gained Charity Status. But when 
our wonderful Queen passed away 
on 8th September we felt for Prince 
Charles as he not only lost his Mother 
but immediately took on the role as 
King Charles III, therefore we wrote to 
him with our heartfelt condolences.  

We never expected a response but 
on 17th October an envelope was 
delivered from Buckingham Palace 
which my lovely postman insisted 
on handing over rather than putting 
through the letter box!  I am delighted 
to share its contents with all of you. 

On November 11th we held our 
annual Remembrance Service at the 

Woodland which was attended by 
local residents, ex-servicemen and the 
children from St John’s C of E School 
in Dorking, plus our own Reverend 
David Grundy from Holmbury St Mary 
and Abinger Churches. This is always 
a special event as the leaves fall from 
the trees reminding us of the hundreds 
of thousands of servicemen and 
women who died in conflict so that we 
might be free. 

As Christmas draws near we have our 
annual Christmas at the Woodland 
event which is always popular with 
local families whose children get the 
opportunity to explore the woodland 
whilst carrying out a treasure hunt 
followed by a visit to our very own 
Veteran Father Christmas. This is of 
course a fund raising event when 
monies from participation in the 
treasure hunt, raffle and Christmas 
stalls all goes into the Memorial Fund 
to assist those Veterans who are in 
need. 
 
May I now wish you all A Very 
Happy Christmas and Good Health, 
Happiness and Good Fortune for the 
New Year ahead and look forward to 
meeting up with you at the Memorial 
Woodland in 2023, remember all are 
welcome to visit. 
 
Best wishes

Paul Cooling
Chairman QRMW 
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Dorking Local History Group

The DLHG continues its popular programme of talks on a 
fascinating range of topics, some of which are live and 

some accessible via Zoom. Talks are free to members, but non-members are 
welcome. Upcoming dates include:

• The Roaring Twenties: Art Deco in Surrey and London: The ever-popular art 
historian Dr Anne Anderson will point out a few gems of Art Deco in Surrey and 
more in London within an hour or so of Dorking.  Monday 5th December at 
Crossways Community Baptist Church, Junction 
Road, Dorking RH4 3HB, 7.15 for 7.30pm, £2 at 
the door for non-members.  

For further details of these talks and other 
activities – or to join DLHG – go to https://dlhg.
org.uk.

Pop Up . Lifestyle . Homewares
Crea�ve Makers Markets

Accessories & Gi�ing

Join our mailing list
www.dapperandsuave.uk
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          DORKING MUSEUM
Dorking Museum offers seasonal 
greetings to all readers and to the 
supporters and friends of the Museum.  

Regrettably, there is little Museum 
activity that we can announce.  
Following a fire in an adjacent building 
in late October, the Museum is 
currently (at the time of writing) closed 
for necessary repair and restoration 
work.  It is unlikely that we will be 
able to open fully or have a normal 
programme of activities until early 
2023.  Until we re-open, some limited 
activity may be possible, so please 
check the Museum’s website or social 
media pages (Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram) or other listings sites for 
Museum activities and news of future 
opening. 

Although the building might be 
closed, the Museum’s online shop 
is open for the sale of new and 
vintage books, postcards, maps and 

other items relating to Dorking and 
the surrounding area. This includes 
books from The Cockerel Press, the 
Museum’s own publishing arm. Two 
recent contrasting publications are 
Dorking Museum’s Box of Extraordinary 
Delights by Peter Brown, an innovative 
action book for children and families 
with a range of activities and free 
online extras, and A Hundred Years 
on a Medieval Manor by Susannah 
Horne, exploring the development 
of the town and manor of Dorking 
between the 1280s and 1380s. These 
and many other items of local interest 
can be found at dorkingmuseum.org.
uk/dorking-museum-shop/.

In preparation for re-opening, the 
Museum urgently requires volunteers 
who can spend a few hours on the  
desk or in key functional roles in 
recruitment and HR, events, retail, 
education and family activities (in 
the Museum, in the community and/

or working from home): 
training is provided.  Please 
see dorkingmuseum.
org.uk/about/volunteer-
opportunities. 

The Museum is at 62 
West Street, Dorking RH4 
1BS.  For an update on 
activities, to visit the shop, 
to become a member or to 
donate, please visit www.
dorkingmuseum.org.uk.
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Garden Maintenance

O�  ce:   01306  898  917
Mobile: 07887  511  515

Garden and Grounds maintenance throughout the year

Complete garden and grounds maintenance and clearance
For more details on all services and my 3-stage lawn-care programme see website

• Complete lawn care & mowing
•  Granular & liquid lawn fertilisers
•  Moss control & complete weed 

treatment
• New poly-S technology
• Border maintenance

•  Fruit trees pruned
•  Hedge trimming
•  Leaf clearing
•  Hard stand jet washing
• Tur� ng & seeding
•  Plants supplied and planting

www.premiergardensdorking.co.uk • davidpremiergardens@gmail.com

Premier Gardens

Get IT Fixed
Get IT Connected

Expert Repair & Maintenance

ChalkHill Systems
www.chalkhillsystems.co.uk

We make technology work for you 

Call now on 01737 845980
Brockham based. No call out charges.

Fully transparent quotations with no hidden costs.

MicklehamParish News Dec 2013 63x88.indd   1 18/12/2013   18:26:00

WT Exterior Cleaning 

BEFORE

BEFORE

AFTER

Free  Estimates

www.wtexteriorcleaning.com

Call William Tooth  
07984  

883 555
Westcott, Dorking

HONESTY • INTEGRITY • EXCELLENCE

OAP  
Discounts

JET-CLEANING
• Patio’s

• Driveway’s
• Roofs

• Decking
• Walls

GUTTERS CLEARED AFTER
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KIDS FOR KIDS
Calling for help this Christmas!

“Do you want to give a gift to a child this Christmas that will 
save her life?”  This is what Patricia Parker OBE, who founded 
Kids for Kids 21 years ago, is asking. She says “Christmas is 
the time of giving but few gifts will last beyond New Year - 
but not the gifts I want. I want a goat, a mosquito net and 
a sack of seed.”  

Why a Goat? Because it’s milk will save a 5 year old from starving. Conditions 
are so bad this year in Darfur that even in our Kids for Kids villages little ones are 
in urgent need of emergency food if they are to survive. It’s the smallest that 
succumb first. A goat costs £50 

Why a Mosquito Net? The military government failed to spray standing water 
and mosquitos have bred uncontrollably. Malaria is still the biggest killer in 
Africa. Mosquitos also spread dengue fever, chikungunya, and yellow fever. All 
deadly. Our Project Officer has malaria for the second time this year.  When he 
managed to get himself to hospital in search of the malaria drugs he desperately 
needed, he saw every bed filled with children. Sadly he said half of those will 
die. They are too undersized from months of malnutrition to fight the disease.  
2 mosquito nets cost £18 

Why a Sack of Seed? Darfur struggled with prolonged drought this year. People  
had scarcely enough to eat. I am being asked for emergency seed so that a 
family can have one meal of porridge a day to keep them alive until the harvest.                                                                                               
A sack of seed costs £15  

The good news?  Give one or even all three of these and I will make sure they 
reach a family in Darfur. There are volunteers waiting to deliver them, by truck, by 
donkey or on foot.  In Darfur they do what it takes to save a child – will you?  

What will we give you? We will create a lovely Christmas Certificate which you 
can give as the best gift you have ever given to someone you love.  You can tell 
them that their gift is saving a child’s life this Christmas. How amazing is that?

To donate: www.kidsforkids.org.uk   Go to donate.  Choose your gifts.  
Further information email patricia@kidsforkids.org.uk

Patricia Parker OBE 
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We advise on law but do much, much more!

JENNIFER  MARGRAVE
SOLICITORS  LLP

www.jennifermargrave.co.uk
Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority

SRA No. 533213

The Old Post Office, 130 Epsom Road,
Guildford, GU1 2PX

Tel: 01483 562722

E: enquiries@jennifermargrave.co.uk

Wills, Trusts & Probate
Lasting Powers of Attorneys
Court of Protection matters

NHS funding issues
Non-mortgage related

residential conveyancing

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

Dorking Pest Control
 Services Local Authority Approved Contractors

Experts in pest control 
throughout Surrey 

 Office: 01306 743001
 Ivor: 07710 117491
 Chris: 07971 519415

Our Services Include:
Wasps, Bee Swarms, Hornets,
Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Fleas, Flies,
Ants, Cockroaches, Bed Bugs,
Rabbits, Moles, Foxes and Deer.

• Domestic, Commercial and Industrial

• Contract Work

• Preventative Control Programmes

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

• Felling • Tree Surgery 
• Pruning • Hedge • Cutti  ng

• All Types of Fencing Supplied & Erected 
• Fully Insured Free Esti mates

Tel: 01403 824048 
Mobile: 07714 689 824

CHEAP HARDWOOD 
LOGS FOR SALE
www.gbfencingandtreesurgery.co.uk

IMDT accredited trainer using proven science
based methods of positive, ethical, reward based 

training.  

Locally based my aim is to provide you with
informative - practical – fun learning, services include:

• Preparing for your new arrival - home set up/settling in
• Puppy through to adult training.
• Group classes and bespoke 1-2-1 training
• Behaviour consultations
• Focussed training workshops
• Hoopers classes

Contact:
John Venn
Tel: 07880 707467
Email: info@surreyhillsdogtraining.com
www.surreyhillsdogtraining.com
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          GREEN WESTCOTT
Wishing you a happy ‘green’ 
Christmas
Why not show a little extra care for 
the environment during the season 
of celebration. With a little effort and 
imagination, we can reduce the 
environmental impact of the holiday 
season. Here are some ideas to help 
celebrate the season while caring for 
the earth. 

Plan ahead, buy less and avoid last 
minute panic buying
We have all been there, we ran out 
of time and dashed to the shops for 
some last-minute gift buying. This 
leads to spending way too much 
money on things that people really 
don’t need just for the sake of giving 
a gift. The most treasured gifts are 
gestures of thoughtfulness and are 
often personal and unique. When 
considering buying gifts think about 
the person you are giving the gift to 
- what are their hobbies, interests or 
the “longevity “of the gift. 

Think ‘green’, local and recycled
Many gifts come from halfway 
around the world, the impact of 
transportation contributes significantly 
to greenhouse emissions and global 

w a r m i n g . 
Local craft 
fairs and 
a r t i s a n 
shops are a 
good source 
for gifts that 

come without the added costs of 
transportation. Many individuals and 
small businesses have also developed 
great products using recycled 
materials. Why not support these 
shops in your local area. 

Batteries are villains 
About 40% of battery sales happen 
during the holiday season. If you are 
buying gifts that are battery operated, 
consider buying rechargeable ones. 
They hold their charge a long time 
and are quick and easy to recharge.

Make & Bake 
If you are feeling 
the financial pinch 
think about making 
or baking your own 
gifts. There are some 
great ideas online for 
homemade gifts and 
they are often the most talked about 
after Christmas. Consider creating a 
hamper with family-made goodies. 

It’s a Wrap
I love wrapping gifts, the prettier the 
better, but this year I am considering 
going greener 
with my 
w r a p p i n g 
extravaganza. 
Consider using 
old fabrics like 
tea towels, 
napkins, scarves 
or old bits of 
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Painters and Decorators

Working in Westcott 
since 1980

Our repeat clients prove our 
Quality and reliability

Phone for free estimates and 
local references

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.com
Tel: 01306 876110

Mobile: 07880848459

Shiers 
Decor

01483 284769
info@springreachnursery.co.uk
www.springreachnursery.co.uk

VISIT SURREY’S FINEST NURSERY
Just 5 mins from RHS Wisley

Buy homegrown plants direct from our nursery in Surrey. Local British produce of the 
highest quality direct from the grower.

We offer a fantastic range, all supported by expert advice and service.

Spring Reach Nursery
Long Reach
Ockham, GU23 6PG

Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm
Sunday 10:30am-4:30pmTrade enquiries welcome

Clematis Trees Hedging Ferns Shrubs

GrassesClimbersRosesPerennialsFruit

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.co.uk
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          GREEN WESTCOTT (cont.)
fabric lying 
around.  Instead 
of buying 
w r a p p i n g 
paper, recycle 
the paper that 
you already 
have, like old 
maps, sheet 

music, wallpaper. We all have a 
couple of rolls stashed away or look 
for some at charity shops, they can 
be super cheap and have wonderful 

textures and patterns. Add a natural 
touch to your gifts wrapping with 
a short walk through the forest, a 
nearby park, or even your backyard 
will provide you with plenty of natural 
materials to use in trimming your gift 
package, get the kids involved, they 
will love it! 

Happy “green” Christmas from all of 
us at Green Westcott.

Lize Copeland

          
        COMMUNITY FRIDGE VAN

      The  Mid Surrey Community Fridge van 
    is visiting Westcott every Monday at 1:30pm

It will stay in the village for around an hour parked at the front door 
of St John’s Chapel in Chapel Lane. They will be giving away 

surplus food that is heading for land fill, it is perfect food, 
the supermarkets for many reasons allocate it as surplus

If you can afford a small donation, it would be appreciated
~ they rely upon donations (£2.50 is the suggested minimum amount)

Bring your shopping bags, bring your friends, 
pick up for your neighbour

If you want to volunteer to help (just 11/2 hours every 
couple of weeks), please speak to Jon at 

JonandMum tel 07496 036398 
or Sally from WVA tel 07772 989 509
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RIVERBANK SURGERY 

Westcott Street, Westcott, Surrey RH4 3PA  Tel: 875577
      
OPENING 
   TIMES:

The  emergency out of hours mobile number is 07501 655200
The surgery is closed and the phones are diverted from 1.00-2.00pm.

For information on advertising please contact advertising@westcottmag.com
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Dorking Service Centre Ltd

Award Winning Local Garage

www.dorkingservice.co.uk 01306 747050

Garage Services:

158 -160 South St 
Dorking 
Surrey 
RH4 2ES

MOT
While U Wait

Tyres
At Web Competitive Prices

Wheel Alignment Diagnostics BrakesServicing 
All Makes & Models

Air Conditioning Suspension Cam-Belts Steering Clutches Digital Service Book  
Update




