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Westcott has a population of over
2,000 and this is the only magazine
written specifically for the Westcoft
ared by the people of Westcoftt. It
is hand delivered, free of charge, to
every household and further copies
are available at the church, local
shops, pub and doctor's surgery.
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If you have any articles, photos,
lefters, etc that you think we may
like to feature in the next issue,
please email the Editor on:
editor@westcottmag.com
But please note, publication wiill
always be subject to space and at
the discretion of the Editor.

Copy deadline for
May issue:

8th April 2023

This magazine, published by the
Church in Westcott, is prinfed on
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC)
accredited paper from a sustainable
source. The views expressed are
those of the individual writers and
do not necessarily reflect the views
of the Church, Editor or Westcott

residents.

Cover photo - Crocus by Fiona Humphrey




FROM THE EDITOR

: &% This mon‘rh' is all
about getting out
and about in the
(hopefully)  warmer
weather. See page
25 for information on
free guided walks in
Mole Valley, and page 49 for details
about the dawn chorus, which is
getting more noticable at this fime of
year as the birds get ready to nest.

There are lots of musical atftractions,
either to join in with yourself, or just
to go and watch and enjoy, and
the cricket club starts its season on
29th April, always a good start to the
weekend to pop down on a Friday
evening!

If you need a new challenge in your
life, both the sports club and the
village hall are looking for new trustees,
and the village hall is also searching
for a bookings co-ordinator. None of
these roles are too arduous and you
might meet some new peole and be
able to help a village insfitution run
successfully.

Westfest  still has some  pitches
available, and more people are
needed to sign up to help, at the
coronation spectacular, a Right Royal
Westfest, the more the merrier! Let’s
make it a day to remember for all the
village.

Cath
editor@westcoitmag.com

com

Westcott Sports Club Needs You!

Westcott Sports Club, home to our village
football and cricket teams, and a whole
lot more fun, are looking for up to two new
frustees to join the existing dynamic team.
There are only four meetings a year and
clear roles and
responsibilities.

If you are interested please email for an
application form to wsctrusteesl@gmail.




..FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

.. . " THE CHURCH IN
s TH

Building Friendships. Sharing Life

AS SURE AS EGGS IS EGGS...
If you want a controversial topic of
conversation which steers away
from politics and sport in the coming
weeks, then why not ask a gathered
group why we have eggs atf Easter.

Opinions will probably include the
idea that it is an

ancient
practice pinched

pagan I FIND THE IMAGERY OF AN

There is probably some fruth in all
of these. People have given one
another eggs to mark the beginning
of the Spring season for millennia —
engraved ostrich eggs have been
found in Africa which are 60,000
years old! Throughout the ancient
Near East eggs were associated with
death and rebirth and very early
on Christians in the area picked up
the significance of this symbolism
for the message of Easter and the
practice of decorating eggs spread
gradually  from the
church in the East to
the church in the West

by Christians to EGGIN THISSEASON TO BE (although they weren't
the idea that chocolate in the UK
it is primarily a A POWERFUL ONE... unfil 1873).

marketfing exercise

by manufacturers Whatever the exact

of cocoa-based goods. Other ideas
may include that it is something
to do with the Trinity, that the egg
represents the stone that was rolled
away from the tomb, and the fact
people didn't eat eggs during Lent
and so feasted on them at Easter.

details of eggs becoming associated
with the Easter story, | find the

imagery of an egg in this season to
be a powerful one. Each fertilised
egg, while looking stone like and
lifeless on the outside, hides within it
the awesome potential for new life.




..FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

Life follows death as Spring follows
Winter. The light of hope dwells in the
darkest of places.

The Easter story makes the claim
that Jesus Christ rose from the dead
and that as a direct result everything
looks different. It is a claim worth
exploring as you fuck into your ovoid
chocolate treat on Easter morn.

/

A big thank you to everyone who
helped at our Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Party at the start of Lent.

The team served an amazing 197
pancakes. The church was full of
happy children, sticky fingers and
smiling faces.

Do join us as we celebrate the
promise of New Life at Holy Trinity this
Easter Season - those of all faiths and
none are warmly invited to share in
these ancient festivities. To share in
the promise of new hope and new
life.

Rev'd Tim Armstrong
Vicar




SUNDAY SERVICES AT HOLY TRINITY

8.30am Book of Common Prayer Communion, A warm
welcome in our beautiful, traditional service.

10.15am Friendly, relaxed service, using Common
Worship and a range of music styles. This service is also
livestreamed on Zoom.

% s For 10:15am Zoom service connection, plecase
%’i{?ﬁ* scan this QR code,. or visit the Online Services
—HA T page of thechurchinwestcott.org.uk

‘ #7% ond follow the link.
The church is open every day, 9am-4pm for private prayer & reflection

Palm Sunday: Book of Common | All-Age Morning
Entering Jerusalem Prayer Communion | Worship

Easter Sunday Book of Common All - Age
Prayer Communion | Communion

Philippians: Book of Common Communion
Pressing on Prayer Communion

Philippians: Book of Common Communion
No other way Prayer Communion

Philippians: Book of Common Morning Worship
Rejoice Always Prayer Communion

MIDWEEK PRAYER & WORSHIP

Wednesdays 10am Communion at St John's

THE CHURCH IN

Building Friendships.Sharing Life.



EASTER T WS

HoLy TRINITY VESTCOTT T

Palm Sunday LW ; fmﬂ ! VW

APRIL 2ND, HoLy TRINITY CHURCH

8:30am  Book of Common Prayer Communion
10:15am  All-Age Morning Worship™

VWednesday

APRIL 5TH, ST JOHN’s
10am Mid Week Communion

&

Maundy Thursday
e APRIL 6TH, HoLy TRINITY CHURCH
W? 7:30pm Bring & Share Meal, with Communion
M;;; Sign up at the back of Church to say what you'd like to bring
K Good Friday

APRIL 7TH, HoLy TRINITY CHURCH

9am  Morning Prayer at the Cross
2pm  Reflections at the Cross™

Easter Day

APRIL 9TH, HoLy TRINITY CHURCH

8:30am  Book of Common Prayer Communion
10:15am All-Age Communion Service™

" For Zoom service connection, scan the QR code, or visit
the Livestream Services page at thechurchinwestcott.org.uk

thechurchinwestcott.org.uk




THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

Parent, Babv and Toddler Group

St John’s Community Hall, Westcott
Thursday mornings 9-11am, term time

An informal and friendly group for parents,
grandparents & carers,

along with their babies & pre-school children.
Enjoy comfy sofas, good coffee,

and friendship.

£2 voluntary contribution

per family

QW




THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

The Church in Westcoftt is part of the Westcott Good Neighbour Scheme and
we are always here for a chat, prayer, pastoral need.

Paul Stacey paulstacey88@gmail.com, may be able to help with debt advice.
Holy Trinity Pastoral Assistants:

Mark Shakespeare 01306 888010  Ali Mabley 01306 889641

For help, more information, please contact churchwardens:
churchwardens@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk, .

or visit thechurchinwestcott.org.uk (%

Holy Trinity Church

A Sacred Place of Peace & Prayer,
Open to All Every Day 9:00am-4:00pm

Holy Trinity Church is open for you to visit,
for private prayer or reflection

Come to enjoy the beauty and peace,

pray, reflect, breathe, be

All are welcome

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

Death:

17th February 2023  Marie Jean Waters (89)

>
FLOODLIGHTING

The church floodlighting for April is sponsored by Hazel Shearing, with grateful
thanks to all those who work at Holy Trinity and for the pastoral support in the
community.

If you would like to sponsor the floodlighting, please contact Sarah Massey
at sarah@holyftrinitywestcott.org.uk. (Suggested donation of £75 to Westcoftt
Church Funds.)

9



HANNAH SCHELLANDER

CLINICAL HYPNOTHERAPY & TRAUMA THERAPY

ANXIETY & PANIC ATTACKS
FEARS & PHOBIAS

| BI]UT WHAT TO EAT OR

TRAUMA & PTSD
HOW TO EXERCISE EVER CONFIDENCE
AGAIN?! SLEEP PROBLEMS

UNWANTED HABITS

Arrange a chat with Paul - a specialist in helping WEIGHT MANAGEMENT
over 40s restore health, vitality and longevity

E: paul@revitalisefitness.com| 07858 731890

revitalisefitness.com 07846 508117
WWW.HANNAHSCHELLANDER.COM

BRAMLEY
HOUSE

Westcott Street, Westcott
Dorking RH4 3NX

Bramley House is a residential home from ® 24 hour care and support
home set in beautiful grounds nestled e 16 delightful rooms

in the heart of t.he surrey Hills. We pride e Friendly caring staff
ourselves on tailoring to all levels of

residential care needs from respite breaks e Freshly prepared meals

and companionship reasons through to ® Permanent & respite stay
dementia and more complex requirements. e Varied activities and outings

Inspected and rated

Tel: 01306 740003 * Email: info@bramleyhouse.net
Web: www.bramleyhouse.net Qo




Sondes Place Farm

application

planning

With the MVDC Local Plan currently
paused to allow for a central
government consultation on changes
to the National Planning Framework
which  may include removing
Green Belf land from development
consideration, we were surprised to
discover that Gleeson Land have
gone ahead regardless and submitted
an outline planning application for
Sondes Place Farm which is currently
green belt farm land adjacent to the
A25in between Westcott and Dorking.
The Gleeson Land application,
currently with all matters reserved

except for access to the highways,
is to develop 144 homes, gypsy and
traveller pitches and a school drop off.

The WVA strongly objects fo this
application not least because we
consider it highly valued green

belt land which helps separate the
developments of Westcoftt and
Dorking. We have submitted an
objection letter to MVDC Planning
and would urge all Westcott residents
to do the same. It is important the
letters are focused on planning policy
as that is the framework MVDC will
be reviewing the application against.
Our letfter has been published on the
WVA website and attendees at our
last WVA Open Meeting on the 15th
March also had an opportunity to sign
a petition registering their objection to
the application.

WESTfest 2023 - Monday 8th May

Plans are well underway for WESTfest
on Monday 8th May which is being
held earlier this year in celebration of
the King's Coronation. Westcott has
a long history of celebrafing Royal
Coronations and His Majesty King
Charles llI's Coronation will be no
different. The WVA will be holding the
ever-popular Bottle Tombola again

WVA bottle tombola at Westfest



Westcott based Wedding Fhotographer
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TREE

surgeons

South East Tree Surgeons are a Family-Run business
& offer an individual, personal service. We have been
established over 22 years.

We provide a 24 Hour Emergency Service to
Commercial businesses, local councils & private
individuals. We offer Free written quotations & advice
without any obligation.

Our Tree Surgery teams are Friendly, Qualified &
insured. You can find out more about us on our website:
www .southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk

Sab.

cont
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Please do us on

Or email us at: info@southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk
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Our Services include

* Crown Reduction, Crown Lifting
- & Crown Thinning

* Tree Pruning & Dead Wooding

* Precision Tree Felling

: » Pollarding

* Branch removal

: * Cabling & bracing

: » Stump Grinding

: * Hedge Management

: ¢ Storm Clearance and Ground

! Clearance

P Supplier of seasoned logs

s A

0333 5777663




=

WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION (cont.) W

this year and as always, we would be
grateful for your donations.

This is our biggest fund-raising activity
of the year and your support is really
appreciated. So please dig out some
suitable bottles —wine, beer, soft drinks
or anything else that is bottled and
likely to be well received. Donations
can be dropped off to either — Edwin
at Queen’s Court, Westcott Street
(near Bramley House Care Home) or
to Sally at Drydown, The Hildens (af the
far end on the left).

Community Fridge - help needed

The Community Fridge which comes
to Westcott on Mondays is going
from strength to strength and is now
looking for an additional van driver.
No experience needed just a normal
driving licence. There are two drivers
currently but a third will help share the
load. It involves picking up the van
from Old Char Wharf in West Dorking
at 1pm, driving it to St John’s Chapel
and then returning an hour or so later.

If you are interested, please call Sally
Hewetson to find out more 07772 989
509.

Spotted a problem with a road,
pavement, rubbish bin etc - please
report it

A reminder that if you have spotted
a problem with street cleaning, fly
tipping, overflowing rubbish bin or
similar then please use the Mole
Valley District Council Report It page
to let MVDC know - it's quick and
easy to use and is the best way to let
MVDC know there is an issue hftps://
molevalley-self.achieveservice.com/
MyServices

Similarly, if you spot a Highways
problem such as potholes, blocked
drains, overgrown trees or vegetation
or astreetlighting problem then please
let Surrey County Council know using
this link  https://www.surreycc.gov.
uk/roads-and-transport/roadworks-
and-maintenance/report-a-highway-
problem

As always please do get in touch with
any issues or to share your views on
vilage life. If you would like to come
and join us on the WVA Committee we
would also be delighted to hear from
you.

Westcott Village Association Committee
contact@westcottvillage.com



MANOR
HOUSE
BOOKHAM

Building Strong Foundations

%ﬁﬁa”iﬁ
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i
LOWER PREP PLACES AVAILABLE

Come and Visit Us

'To Love is to Live.’
www.manorhouseschool.org | 01372 457077 | admissions@manorhouseschool.org

14




WESTCOTT VILLAGE @(g’m
COFFEE MORNING s

Wednesday 5™ April

at

The Village Hall
(formerly the Reading Room)

Jigsaw and Book exchange
with
Sandra’s delicious cakes

Come and join us 10.30 - 12.00 midday

Next Month: Surrey Hills School Choir on May 3™

That Woman or the Duchess of Style:
Seere Time to reassess Wallis Simpson?

Tuesday 11th April 2023

Anne Sebba has spent 3 years researching why Wallis was so demonised by
the Brifish establishment and explains how we can get to know her through her
dress, jewellery and the homes she lived in. Our lecture takes place in the Dorking
Halls commencing 10:30am with coffee available from 92:30am. We welcome
visitors for a fee of £5 however please contact us via our website hitp://www.
theartssocietydorking.org.uk.

We meet on the second Tuesday of the month and
welcome new members. Further information can be
found on our website www.theartssocietydorking.
co.uk. We are a Society that offers enjoyable
opportunities  to  increase  knowledge and
appreciation of all aspects of the Arts.

15



Westcott
Village Hall

The Perfect Venue for any event

The Westcott Village Hall, previously the Reading Room, is in the
heart of the village of Westcott, in the Surrey Hills close to Dorking.

[t is a flexible space with diverse amenities available for hosting
classes, meetings and functions.

About the venue: Hire rates:
1x large hall (100 pax) - Mornings - £19 - £32
1 x meeting room (8 pax) - Afternoons - £24 - £61
Drop down projector screen - Evenings - £35 - £69
Modern audio system - Kitchen (fully equipped) - £25
Wi-Fi - Sale of alcohol licence - £20

Male and female cloak rooms
High capacity gas heating
Large car park onsite

Mobile: 07967 286636 ~ Email: info@westcottvillagehall.com

www.westcottvillagehall.com




Westcott
Village Hall

VILLAGE HALL TRUSTEES" OPEN MEETING

Notice of a Meeting of the trustees of Westcott Village Hall Trust CIO to be held
at the Westcott Village Hall on Sunday 30th April 2023 at 7pm.

Westcott Village Hall Trust CIO is governed by its trustees. With limited exceptions
(and reflecting how modern charities are generally run) only the trustees are
entitled to attend and vote at meetings. However, in the interest of fransparency
and good governance, the trustees have adopted a policy to declare their
quarterly meeting to be held in April each year as an ‘open meeting’ which
residents may attend as observers.

This year, the trustees’ April meeting will be held in Westcoftt Village Hall at 7pom
on Sunday, 30 April 2023 and all residents of Westcott and the neighbourhood
are warmly invited to attend as observers.

The business of the meeting will include:
(i) a review of the CIO’s report and accounts for the year ended 31 December
2022 which are currently in the course of review. These accounts are available
in draft form on the About Us page at www.westcoftvillagehall.com or by calling
the Westcott Village Hall booking telephone number, 07967 286636;
(i) the appointment (or, if eligible, re-appointment) of trustees; and
(iii) such maftters concerning the operations of the CIO as may arise and be
appropriate for discussion in open forum.
Alan Reif
Chairman,Westcott Village Hall Trust CIO

DolkingiPramatic & Operatic Society presents:

‘" The
“Enchanted Aptilst

pyalViatthew Barber




TONY WINCH

E— T ———

CARPENTER, JOINER
& CABINET MAKER

www.tonywinch.com

01306 742373
07969 016 924

Colin Campbell

Local Electrician

® Registered Part P @
® Approved Contractor @

T: 01306 883 126
M: 07770 760 581

colincampbell146@btinternet.com
(M.

i,

Building Plans
For Home Improvements & Extensions

Many local projects completed
Planning & Building Regulations Approvals
Fast Efficient Service

“Established over 30 years”

MICHAEL LLOYD

CEng MICE MIHT

Phone: 01483 205479 or 07958 791402
For free consultation

[ 4
The Tree Associates (Surrey) Ltd

Arboricultural Experts

Westcott based

We are a local tree surgery company oftering all
aspects of tree works by our qualified and fully

insured team.

® Tree surgery ® Hedge cutting

® Felling ® Consultancy

® Stump removal ® Oak Processionary
® Planting Moth treatment &
nest removal

info@ttasurreyltd.co.uk
0800 1978490

Sundown Cottage, Guildford Road, Westcott, Surrey, RH4 3QE

Manor Farm, Wotton

Belted Galloway Beef For Sale
Naturally Reared, Grass Fed,
Dry Aged 28 days
Fully Traceable From Farm to Fork
info@manorfarmsurrey.com
www.manorfarmsurrey.com

01306 730922

18




Westcott
Village Hall

WESTCOTT VILLAGE HALL VACANCIES

Booking Administrator

For well over a hundred years the Westcoftt Village Hall has been a successful
community center and is at the heart of many village activities. Most of our
users hold regular weekly events throughout the year for events such as Bridge,
Aikido, Coffee mornings, Art History, Yoga and Kickboxing. it is also available for
special events such as birthdays or anniversaries for all ages.

We are looking for a Booking Administrator who would respond to booking
enquiries, liaise with users, keep the online calendar up to date, invoice users,
attend quarterly trustee meetings and work with the Chairman and Treasurer
when necessary.

The role is a voluntary one. It is expected that the role will not be onerous and
take no more than two hours a week. The successful applicant will be a good
communicator and have appropriate IT skills.

New Trustees

Westcott Village Hall Trust CIO is the charity which runs Westcott Village Hall. The
charity is governed by up to 12 tfrustees, and several trustees are coming up for
retirement or reappointment on 30 April 2023. Leaving us on 30th April 2023 are:
Steve Brooks, Hugh Broom, Hugh Parry, Janet Phillips and Alan Reif. The trustees
whose terms of appointment continue or who are eligible to stand again are:
Graham Clark, Helen Everett and Sally Hewetson.

Accordingly, we now invite applications by residents who are wiling to put
themselves forward for as new trustees of Westcott Village Hall Trust CIO. No
specialist skills are needed, but an interest in making Westcott Village Hall a
vibrant community asset is required. If you are interested in helping us shape the
future of your village hall, please email info@westcottvillagehall.com by 14th
March 2023.

Please contact us on info@westcoftvilagehall.com if you would like more
information on either of these roles.

Alan Reif
Chairman, Westcott Village Hall Trust CIO

19



Lawn Mowing . ’ | | Sherlock Funeral Service

Lawn Treatments 130-year-old, independent,
GardenTidyUps family business.
T“"i“g % e  Funeral Directors & Monumental
i ) Masons
Hedge ﬁlllllng A s e  Private Service Chapel & Rest
= -
Pressure washing Rooms

e  Home visits if required

e  Pre-paid Funeral Plans
é & Trellis House

190 South Street

Phil’s Mowing .. Dorking RH4 2ES

DORKAG - : T: 01306 882266
v . E: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk

Dorking and surroundmn areas v = 6/( Sherlock Funeral Service
07905 160765 ' Tl Servive 5 of

nhil@philsmowingdorking.co. uk < 2010.

i ‘E‘D Anthony Wakefield & Company
OO Fine Art & General Insurance Brokers

01306 740555

Insurance that gives you
peace of mind.

v Private Clients

v" Business Cover

v’ Listed Buildings

v’ Valuables, Antiques & Art

www.anthonywakefield.com

Anthony Wakefield & Company Ltd is authorised & regulated by the Fina Authority with reference: 307545.
Company number: 01756254. Our registered office is 4 Guildf ad, Westcott, Surrey RH4 3NR.
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Things Change

| wanted to start this final article, in a
series of 156 in case you had lost count,
by saying a huge thank you to all those
across our rural vilage community that
have supported initiatives over the last
15 years to maintain and improve our
village for today and tomorrow.

There simply isn't the space to say
thank you personally to everyone,
although several folks who are no
longer with us spring fo mind.

THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES...

Whether it has been the Westcott
in Bloom feam achieving the dizzy
heights of a Silver Award from the
Britain in Bloom folks or the extension
to our village school, there have
been hundreds of fellow residents at
the heart of prioritising and delivering
these things.

21

After all, to me that seems to be

the core requirement of a local
representative not to simply
champion their personal issues and
causes, but to actively listen, fo take
action and to be prepared to suffer
the “slings and arrows” for the greater
good.

Only by listening, particularly to those
that may be seldom heard, can a
councillor be sure they are delivering
for everyone.

Our community
events
have been
numerous,
street
parties, the
Olympic Torch
Relay and




J.CASEY
DECORATING & BUILDING
SERVICES

PAINTING/PLASTERING/TILING/
PLUMBING/CARPENTRY & GENERA
REFURB |

Office 07733 452 90
~ Email jcdbs15@gm

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL
AGRICULTURAL ¢ SCHOOLS *« ACOUSTIC
HOARDING ¢ GATES ¢ SECURITY

RICHARDSON & BRADS FENCING LTD
T: 01306 640 143 - 01483 414 745

E: INFO@RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK
W: WWW.RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK

A: 168 SOUTH STREET, DORKING, SURREY, RH4 2ES
UNIT 45 MARTLANDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, SMARTS HEATH LANE, MAYFORD, GU22 0RQ
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES...

(cont.)

RideLondon festivities.

Villages like ours only thrive with
common causes and | look forward
to many more to confinue to bring us
together as one community.

The protection
of Cradhurst
as a “Field in
Trust”, the reuse
of buildings like
The Crown for

new homes,
the Westcott
to Dorking
cycle path and
the Westcott

Neighbourhood Development Plan
might be things that people in the
vilage will remember from my time as
our last village District Councillor.

However for me, the real memories
will be from when | have been able
to help individuals and families to
access the services they need.

Added to that,
| have been
delighted fo
see how our
community  has
championed
our natural
environment
- particularly
rewardmg fo see in spring with the wild
: flowers  abundant
and the responsible
use of our footpaths
and bridleways.

These
together in

came
the

regular mystery trees feature — thank
you to everyone who found and
photographed trees.

Our natural world and our future
generations combine in so many of
the things we stand for as a village.
Helping younger community members



01306 88 55 33

For quotes or to make a booking
email us on: Enquiries@dorkingtaxis.co.uk

www.dorkingtaxis.co.uk

© 4/6/8Seaters
@ Airport specialists
@ Ferry ports & Eurostar

@ Courier services available

@ Home to School Transport service available

@ Long distance journeys welcome

@ All drivers & vehicles are fully vetted by MVDC
& Surrey County Council

@ Lady drivers available on request

@ All major card payments accepted u n '@l
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES... (cont.)

to enjoy
e & T n e
outdoors
has often
brought
a smile to
me  over
the years.

It seems
fitting, then, to end with a memory of Thank you Westcoftt.
the opening of the new Faurefold Girl

Guide facility. James Friend

Free Guided Healthy
Walks in Mole Valley

Our walks are free, fun, sociable
and incredibly good for you.

‘SOCIAL STROLL, - Tue‘Sdays atll:-(a);zg::in Meadowbank Park
i { \ls* for a 30 - 45 minute wa
Meet outside Dorking Ha

[ RAMBLERS

molevalley.gov.uk/wellbeing-walks = MoleValley

01306 885001 | estelle.holmes@molevalley.gov.uk Distriet Councl
Mole Valley
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VALHP

LEITH HILL PLANT LTD OCKLEY SURREY RH5 5LX
www.lhpl.co.uk

Groundwork and
Drainage Engineers

Sewage Treatment Plants, Septic
Tanks and Soakaways

Foundations, Concreting,
Surface and Foul Drainage

Phone 01306 628412 or email

info@lhpl.co.uk

RIDBA ﬁ o Established 1992

i issemen Fully Insured

SOFT INTERIORS
BY
JOSEPHINE

BESPOKE HIGH
QUALITY CURTAINS, ROMAN BLINDS AND
SOFT FURNISHINGS

PERSONAL AND FRIENDLY ADVICE ON
DESIGN

FITTING SERVICE AVAILABLE
[ELEPHONE: 01306 644802 (Home)

07767 771777 (Mobile)

EMAIL: Jjosoftinteriors@gmail.com

th GREENGROCER

info@kingfisherfarmshop.com | www.kingfisherfarmshop.com

‘Kingfishey i

Flower Shop
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John Evelyn of Wotton 1620 - 1706 and
family life in 17th Century England.

J o h n
Evelyn was
the fourth
child of
Richard
a n d
Eleanor
Evelyn who
lived at
Wotton. His
siblings were George, Jane, Elizabeth
and Richard. They lived through
some fumultuous years: Charles I's
beheading in 1649, Civil War and
Cromwell’'s protectorate, Charles II's
exile untfil his restoration in 1660, his
death in 1685, the recurring Plague
and the Fire of Londonin 1666 and the
intermittent war with the Dutch.

The Evelyns were lucky to be in a
relatively secure position, being the
sole legal producer of gunpowder
for the King until 1641. Even after that,
their gun powder mills at Wotton and
Chilworth on the River Tillingbourne
continued to supply the government
and the East India Company for many
years. Richard Evelyn purchased the
Manor of Westcott including Wotton in
1628 and became the High Sheriff of
Surrey and Sussex.

John was born at Wotton House on
31st October 1620, and following the
custom of using wet nurses, he was put
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to be nursed by a tenant’s wife for over
ayear. One of hisearliestmemorieswas
of learning his letters in Wotton Church
porch but at the age of five he was
sent to be brought up by his maternal
grandfather who lived on the ouftskirts
of Lewes, Sussex to avoid the dangers
of the Plague. When his grandfather
died two years later, John remained
with his grandmother, learning Latin
and writing from a Huguenot refugee
until he became a pupil af Southover
Free school. His mother wanted him fo
go to Eton but, terrified by reports of
the school's severity, he pleaded to
remain at Southover.

In 1634 his older sister Jane died after
giving birth to her first child. John's
mother was so devastated that she
died the following autumn. John's
belief that her inconsolable grief was
largely responsible for her death bred
in him a fear of uncontrolled emotion
which stayed with him always.

The Evelyn brothers were entered
for The Middle Temple to acquire
the legal knowledge necessary for a
country gentleman. In 1637 John went
to Balliol College leff in 1640 without
taking a degree. Sadly his father
died at the end of that year and on
2nd January he was buried by night,
as was the family custom. The estate
accordingly passed to John's elder
brother, George. After witnessing
the execution in 1641 of the Earl of
Strafford, a Royalist, John had no wish



remedial roofing

- provided or intended for people with roof issues and deficiencies.

We specialise in: ‘remedial roofing”
New roofs, All roof repairs, Flat roofs, New uPVC ALL WORK
slate & t.lle.d roof moss removal & tradltlc.mal felt & Fascia, S.Offll & GUARANTEED
specialists gutter clearance GRP fibreglass guttering

Average Score 10/10

R ded, vetted & i d local traders and service providers. Recommended by

previous customers, vetted by Checl de, itored via feedback. Obtain an up-to- Chec&atrade
date report of remedial roofing on www.checkatrade.com Where reputation matters

fon of Roofing Call us today for a FREE quotation on: @
St 8, 01306 304736 | 07852 833802

All Members Offer

Insurance
Backed Guarantees

p- info@remed!alroofilng.co.uk TRADING
& www.remedialroofing.co.uk APPROVED

597
Q-
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BUY, SELL or LET

your property with...

Local People o Local Knowledge o Local Experts

€05 pp Seymours Dorking

Coming Soon, 01306 776674

sales@seymours-dorking.co.uk
lettings@seymours-dorking.co.uk

WWWMM% 27 South Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 2JZ

www.seymours-estates.co.uk

(@) @thewestcottiable
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to be involved in politics and decided
to travel in Europe, going first o Rome.

In 1641 he returned home briefly to
celebrate his 21st birthday with his
family and built a fishpond and a
study in the garden at Wotton, (see his
personal sketch above) but to avoid
signing an obligatory Covenant which
meant supporting the parliamentary
forces he returned to Europe in 1643.
After Italy he moved to Paris where he
stayed with Richard Browne, the British
Ambassador, and met his daughter
Mary Browne
whom John
married
in 1647,
though they
did not live
together for
some years
as she was
considered
foo young.

After some time spent visiting St
Germain and Versailles he returned
to England. In 1649 Charles | was
executed and John was very
disturbed. He spent much of his time
at Sayes Court in Depftford, his wife's
family home on the south bank of the
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Thames. He loved the gardens there
but when the house was confiscated
by the Parliamentarians he returned to
France and his now adult wife Mary. By
now 31, he was tired of the nomadic
life, so he left Mary in Paris while he
returned home to assess the situation.

It was a sad homecoming - his second
sister had just died in childbirth, he
found the English devoid of courtesy
and culture, and the appointment
of Puritan ministers to many parishes
made Anglican worship  difficult.
However, he was able to regain
possession of Sayes Court when the
Act of Oblivion cancelled ‘oaths of
loyalty’ to the new regime and bought
an adjoining 100 acres to extend the
garden.

Mary and her mother returned to
England safely despite the ongoing
warwith Holland at that time. John and
Mary’s first son was born at Sayes Court
but a month later Lady Browne died of
scarlet fever. To divert Mary from her
grief John took her for the first time to
Wotton and also Albury Park, dining at
the Red Lion Inn in Guildford. A second
son survived for only 3 months — death
in infancy was an accepted event in
the 17th century but John and Mary
were never reconciled to it.

With Richard Cromwell (Oliverhad died
in 1658) as Lord Protector, landowners
such as the Evelyns prospered. At
Sayes Court John planted a garden



Westeott 100 Club

To date, the scheme has returned over £6,500 in prizes to its members and
has donated nearly £10,000 to good causes in the village. We still have a
grant fund of over £5,000 available for further projects. If you have ideas
for suitable projects, no matter how big or small, we'd love to hear from
you.

The scheme remains open for new members and for existing members
fo increase their number of fickets. We are limited to a maximum of 200
tickets (currently membership stands at 110 so there are 90 more fickets
available). Individual members may hold up to 20 each. Membership costs
£25 per ficket per year. Your number(s) will be entered into four quarterly
draws (March, June, September and December) and the annual draw in
December.

For more information on joining the scheme or for the process for applying
for funds from the scheme, please email us at westcott.100.club@gmail.
com.

We look forward to hearing from you soon.

AldaAndreottt (Chair),
Edwinv Harlond (Treaswer),
Richawd Packer (Secretowy)

The Westcott 100 Club is a Small Society Lottery registered with Mole Valley DC no. 48965.
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famous for ifs flowers, frees and shrubs,
fruit and hothouses and advised his
brother, George, on laying out the
garden at Wotton in the Italian style
with parterres and terraces. John was
now considered an expert and was
elected a Fellow of the Royal Society
for which he wrote a book Sylva - or
a Discourse of Forest Trees on planting
and preservation of timber for the
Navy. Having lost yet another child he
turned again to literature, writing The
Gardener’'s Aimanack.

In 1660 the Generals had brought
King Charles Il back to England and
John went to London to watch the
King's parade on his return. The next
year brought further war with the
Dutch and John was involved as a
Commissioner with the care of the sick,
wounded and prisoners of war. When
the plague arrived in London in 1665,
John took his wife, Mary and her only
surviving son to Wotton and returned
to Sayes Court.

The King asked John and Sir Christopher
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Wren to join a commission fo oversee
repairs to St Pauls Cathedral, but on
2nd Sept 1666 the Great Fire of London
started and John could see the flames
burning day and night from Sayes
Court. The fire was visible from 10 miles
away and the Cathedral and much
of London were reduced to smoking
ruins.

In 1672, the Dutfch fleet entered the

Thames estuary for the third time and
John again found himself responsible
for organising the ‘sick and wounded'.
Finally the war ended and the King's
niece married William of Orange. John
and Christopher Wren were next given
the job of building the Greenwich
Royal Hospital. When the Czar of
Russia, Peter the Great, came to visit
to see how the English Navy built their
ships John let him and his entourage
live in his house at Sayes Court, but the
Czarruined it. John was compensated
by the English government.

John's brother George died in 1700
and John, by now 80, and Mary
returned to live at Wotton, where
John wrote his book Memories for
my Garden. By now their son and
daughter had died but their grandson
survived. John Evelyn died in 1706
aged 86 and his wife, Mary died 3
years later at 80 years old.

Roger Christian



Cradhurst 1 2PM 4PM

Recreation Ground

% BRASS BAND « HORSE & CARRIAGE RIDES ‘1
NATIONAL ANTHEM * ROYAL FANCY DRESS %
CAROUSEL % FUN DOG SHOW % FOOD AND DRINK *

D SILENT AUCTION%: ARTS & CRAFTS?*% FREE GAMES Q
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L/J facebook.com/WESTfestSurrey

Free entry. Please note there is no on site parking.




ARIGHT ROYAL WESTFEST ~ “Eales”

Bank Holiday Monday 8th May 12-4pm

A Right Royal WESTfest 2023 is shaping up to be a really stonKING one!

We're delighted Surrey Hills School choir will open the show
at 12 noon singing the national anthem - we may even
have a visit from “King Charles” himself riding in Dan Brown's
horse drawn carriage!

In the arena we've got the Dorking Rock Choir, the Cobham Brass
Band, D2D Dancers, DJ G-man and his Ibiza ANTHEMS! Plus our ever
popular fun dog show hosted by Westcott’s resident dog expert,
John Venn.

Food from Surrey Hills Wood Fired Pizza, Cripes it's Crepes!,
Jon&Mum, and Surrey Hills Hog Roast, plus beers
on tap provided by Dean from the Prince of
Wales, Silent Pool Gin and Delights from the Dub
with Pimms and Prosecco, plus Faurefold Guides
with fea and cakes.

All the family will be entertained with our tea-cup carousel, horse and carriage
rides, bouncy castle, candy floss, coconut shy, silly races and our free games
areaq. The famous
WESTfest Silent Auction,
and ever popular WVA
bottle tombola will also
be back!

A Right Royal
MO s Tiest 2023
Pitches still available.
-% .Help on the day needed!
V’ v Please get in touch:
[ | 2T

Pitches are still available
- please get in touch!
Westfestsurrey@gmail.
com

stfestsurrey@gmail.com
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Faye and her team are friendly, reliable
cleaners who can solve all your
household chores.

Working in Westcott for 12 years.
Local references available.

Phone 07590 276238

Find uson
Facebook

@®Bathing @ Clipping

® Nails ® Stripping

R
w, A0 " Beare Green, Dorking

Becky Robinson - 07739 263244

www.doggroomingdorking.co.uk

DO YOU HAVE A
PEST PROBLEM?

Our technicians are fully trained
in the removal of:

RATS * MICE * WASPS ¢ SQUIRRELS

FLIES ¢ MOLES * COCKROACHES
for
Domestic & Commercial, Schools,
Housing Associations & Agriculture

Call FREE on 01483 203823

info@emwoodpestcontrol.com
www.emwoodpestcontrol.com

ACQUIS

Chartered Accountants

ACCOUNTANCY AND TAXATION ADVICE
TAILORED PACKAGES FOR NEW BUSINESSES

HELP WITH YOUR PERSONAL TAX

A small and caring professional team delivering
dependable service and peace of mind

For more information please contact us on

01306 881884 or email anne@acquis.co.uk
The Bell House * 57 West Street ® Dorking » Surrey RH4 185

www.acquis.co.uk

DE BROS

| - REMOVALS - STORAGE - SHIPPING - ’JJ

01306 711293
edebros.co.uk

« Established 1926,
Capel-based
and family owned

 For STRESS-FREE
local, national and
worldwide moves

+ Contact us
for your FREE

estimate...




SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS PRIMARY SCHOOL @

Bees Class
Bees Class celebrated 100 days of
aftending school.

Foxes Class

Foxes Class have
been looking at
local maps and
aerial photos.
They have been
comparing
current
Ordnance Survey
Maps with historical maps from the
1890s.

It was lke a game of ‘Spot the
difference’ and the children enjoyed
seeing how Land Use had changed
over this period. They also enjoyed
finding where they lived on the
current map and seeing what was
there
before
their
houses
were
built.

Badgers Class

Our new learning theme ‘Humankind
— Past, Present and Future ...2' has
begun with the children being
fascinated by Greta Thunberg's
passionate speeches on climate
change. It has made us consider
how we can all do our part to reduce
global warming.

Their fantastic work from last term
has been celebrated in the school
corridors. Below is a display of some
of their non-chronological reports

on Darwin's discoveries and their
beautiful artwork.
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Last week, we celebrated more
achievements. Rob Clack, from
Cranleigh  Lions, aftended our
assembly and announced the winners
of last term’s ROAR Project. Year 6, in
groups, had come up with innovative
ideas that could positively change
people’s lives and even change the
world. Our winning team received
medals, and they and the runners-up



Dorking Lawn Tennis
A CLUB FOR 8?Squash Clungp
EVERYONE!

Tennis

Social

To find out more:

Visit: www.dlItsc.co.uk
Email: enquiries@dltsc.co.uk

Call: 01306 889009
JACKSON-STOPS

_—
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SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS SCHOOL (cont.) @

received book tokens (all generously did amazingly
donated by The Lions). well in the
freezing  cold!
Some great
results with Leo
coming 5th in
the 3/4 boys
and Maddie
(6th 3/4 qgirls) +
great success in the 5/6 girls with 3 in
the top 10 — Well done Holly, Lois and
Eviel Overall, Surrey Hills were 2nd in
the 5/6 girls and 3rd in the 3/4 boys.

Congratulations to Saffie, Ruby, Holly
and Lois for their winning idea of STF
(Stop It, Talk I, Figure It Out): an app
to support victims of bullying

Cross-Country
KS2 children took part in the latest
cross-country at The Weald. Everyone Simon Coles

Dorking Choral Society

Do come and hear some amazing music at the Leith Hill

Music Festival on Saturday 15th April, in which we are participating in singing
Elgar’'s The Music Makers and the rarely performed Towards the Unknown
Region by Vaughan Williams. Tickets available from Dorking Halls. Join us for
our Summer concert on July 1st. Rehearsals start on April 19th. New singers
always welcome. Details on our website dorkingchoralsociety.org.uk
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DORKING
LOCAL

| w The DLHG continues its popular programme of both

= GROUP live and Zoom talks on a fascinating range of topics.
These are free to members, but non-members are welcome. Upcoming
dates include:

Dorking Local History Group

¢ The Restoration of the Wey and Arun Canal:
Live talk by Richard Shenton, a volunteer on |
the restoration of the 23-mile canal, creating |
the missing link between Britain’s inland
waterways and the English Channel. Monday
3rd April at Crossways Community Baptist
Church, Junction Road, Dorking RH4 3HB, 7.15
for 7.30pm, £2 at the door for non-members.

e Surrey Villages, Then & Now: A chance to wallow in nostalgia with the
ever-popular David Rose returning on a Zoom falk fo show and explain
some of his vast collection of material about Surrey’s past. Monday 17th
April: https://www.meet-up.com/Surrey-History-Meetup/.

For further details of talks and other activities — or to join DLHG — go to https://
dlhg.org.uk

- A detailed look-at the softer side of %
£

bordermanagement: 3

TALK BY/BEN POPE

There W|ll be a rafﬂe for two tickets for the Hampton Court Flower Show




WESTCOTT CRICKET CLUB

Westcott Ladies’ and Junior Cricket
Coaching for all ages every Friday evening
&6.30 —me
Westeott Sports Ground

Our 2023 season starts on Friday April 29th

Boys and Girls
Cofme along on and
Jjoin in the fun

Muns, big Gisters, Aunts,

@Grans, any ladies, any age, even
if Yyou've never played before, come
along any Friday evening and give it
a TRY! We're a friendly bunch and

wotild melcome more nlavers

Bar open all evening and
BBQ when Weather

Plus, May 12, GIN
tasting evening

Stoolball Players! Have you ever considered giving Cricket
a try? You’ve played Cricket but not Stoolball? Now’s your
chance, we’re planning a Stoolball/cricket evening, open
to all, on Friday May 12, from 6pm come along and try
your hand at these sports.

For further information call:
Men - Callum 07494 072934
Ladies - Jacki 01306 881481
Juniors - Alan 07788 457810
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Dorkine Decoratars

Established Local Family Business 9 ( 2
\\.‘ — 7)J
‘SURREY DOWAG™

o\ g

s

-&% Over 20 Years Experience
-2 Internal & External
Commercial & Domestic
‘é‘ Friendly, First Class Service
-~ Surrey / Sussex / Greater London

01306 640418

www.dorkingdecorators.co.uk ¢,

Surrey Downs Tree Care is based in
* Quality Flowers * Personal Service * Customer Satisfaction * Westcott with over 30 years of
experience

EQQOO
FLOWERSE’%E LAINE All aspects of tree care and hedge
ZANZN

management undertaken
*» Wedding Specialists *
* Qualified Florists * Fresh Flowers & Plants * Local Delivery
* Varied Gift Selection * Corporate Functions * Special Occasions

* Funeral Tribute Specialists * Interflora Worldwide Contact us on 01306 875146 or

66 High Street, Dorking, Surrey RE4 1AY 07855232552
T: 01306 883511 * E: fbe@btconnect.com . .
A GA T AR Email Surreydownstc@gmail.com

WESTCOTT | Guildford Road - Westcott A4 30
GARAGE 01306 885379

Friendly village garage
Superb service

Good value

MoT’s arranged

Member of Guild of
Master Craftsmen
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MUSEUM

At the time of writing, there is sfill
no firm timetable for the Museum’s
re-opening following the fire in an
adjacent building in late October. We
cannot fully reopen until necessary
repairs to the roof are completed, but
please check our website or social
media pages, listings or posters for
Museum activities and news of future
opening.

The Museum team are still dealing
with archives, enquiries, talks, loan
boxes and school and youth visits. The
new season of cave tours and guided
walks begins in April and some other
outside activities are being arranged.
The Museum’s website also features a
growing range of online material and
resources as well as the online shop.

A Family Coronation Activity:

We are pleased to be able to work
with Dorking Library on some events
while the museum is closed. Our next
family activity will be on Saturday
29th  April,

10am-2pm, again in
collaboration
with  Dorking
Library. It
will take
place on the
weekend
prior to the
Coronation
of King
Charles I
and will be a
Coronation
41

crafts event where children will
be invited to create their own
celebratory ‘fascinators’, bow

ties, Union Jack flags and other
Coronation souvenirs. There will also
be a display of photos and souvenirs
from previous coronations, which we
hope will continue to be displayed
after this event.

South Street Caves tours:

One of Dorking’'s most popular
attractions, the 17th century South
Street Caves lie beneath Dorking'’s
busy streets, complete with graffiti
carved into the walls, the oldest
dating back to 1666. A series of
staircases, galleries, wine vaults and
chambers lead down to the ‘Mystery
Chamber’, 50 feet below street level.
Guided
tours resume
on Easter
Saturday,
8th April and
then on the
last Saturday
of each

Mystery Chamber



@ COMMUNITY FRIDGE VAN

MID SURREY
COMMUNITY FRIDGES

You may be aware that the Mid Surrey Community Fridge van
visits the village, St John's Chapel, Chapel Lane every
Monday from 1:30 to approximately 1:45p0m.

If the van arrives early, we will wait till 1:30pm before opening.
You are more than welcome to queue and
hot drinks will be provided with a place to sit.

The “fridge” is usually open for around 15 minutes,
until all food has gone, but the
quantity and quality of the food available depends
on the surplus that day, so the offer can vary.

The food is perfect, the supermarkets for many
reasons have simply allocated it as surplus.

The food is free but if you can
afford a small donation, it would be
appreciated as donations pay the bills
(£2.50 is the suggested amount).

Bring your shopping bags, bring your
friends, pick up for your neighbour!

If you want to volunteer to help
(just 1'/2 hours every couple
of weeks), please speak to
Jon at JonandMum 07496 036398
or Sally from WVA 07772 989 509
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DORKING MUSEUM (cont.)
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month of the season, beginning on
29th April. Tours start at 10am, 11am,
Tpm and 2pm, each lasting about 45
minutes and led by a frained guide.
For details and open day bookings
see dorkingmuseum.org.uk/south-
street-caves/. Private group bookings
may also be made, e-mail caves@
dorkingmuseum.org.uk to arrange a
date.

Walking in Dorking:

The Museum’s popular programme of
guided walks also starts a new season
in April. These include two on the
edge of fown.

A Betchworth Castle tour includes

exclusive access to the Castle
enclosure on Sunday 16th Agpril,
2pm, leaving from the entrance
to Betchworth Park Golf Club. The
walk on the Deepdene Trail includes
exclusive access to the grade 2*
Hope Mausoleum on Sunday 23rd
April, 2pm, leaving from the Dorking
Golf Club clubhouse.

In the fown cenire, new this season,
the Family Treasure Hunt for young
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history detectives (£4 per family) offers
a prize for all participating children
on Sunday 23rd April, 2pm, from the
Museum. See Dorking as you have
never seen it before on the guided
walk of Hidden Historic Dorking on
Sunday 30th April, 11am, from the
Museum. And our ever-popular
Dorking Historic Pub Walks revealing
stories of hostelries, pubs and inns
both past and present will begin next
month (see website).

All walks last around an hour and
a half and should be booked in
advance: details and booking at
dorkingmuseum.org.uk/guided-
walks-around-dorking/.  Walks may
also be arranged for private groups
on these or other ifineraries: see
website for details, enquiries and
group booking.

Get involved:
To strengthen and build on existing

activities and develop new
community initiatives,  volunteers
are urgently required. Please see

dorkingmuseum.org.uk/about/
volunteer-opportunities, where a
range of opportunities are detailed
and/or an online application form is
available.

Dorking Museum, 62 West Street,
Dorking RH4 1BS.
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.
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SOPHISTICATED DINNER JAZZ

THE BEST OF SOPHISTICATED, MELODIC JAZZ

Add a little musical magic to your garden partyl
anniversarylcharity event or any kind of celebration,
indoors or outdoors....

Featuring Ralph Sutton (piano) Cathy Williams (vocals),
let JAZ2 entertain you and your guests with the best in
sophisticated, melodic jazz...

Past Performances:

¢ Polesden Lacey Lazy Summer Sunday Jazz Afternoons

¢ Denbies Wine Estate

¢ 8-year residency at Royal Academy of Arts, Piccadilly, London

« Hilton Hotel, BT Tower, National Portrait Gallery, and
many others in London

Music is great, sound quality is excellent, fees are very

reasonable.....why wait?

Just call or email me for a chat about your requirements

WWW.]AZZ.COM RALPH SUTTON: 01306 886826 OR 07836 275102

EMAIL AT RALPH®@]JAZ2.COM

THINKING
OF MOVING? Ioo?(u(:n‘;v;':js%vtvesad
WE HAVE TH 1 Bookham, Dorking’
COMPLETE i
MOLE VALLE free market appraisal. -
VIEW

Be better placed with Patrick Gardner.
Residential sales, lettings, land and new homes.

| |
mm DAt k
Ashtead: 01372 271880 Bookham: 01372 452207 [ | a rlc

Dorking: 01306 877775 Leatherhead: 01372 360078 g a I'd ner

Land & New Homes: 01372 360832
RESIDENTIAL

Creating windows of opportunity
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ABINGER NURSERY

Stop pressiill
We are
winners!lll
Our super
amazing
marmalade
won first and
second prizes in a local competition.
We are all so proud of our achievement
and our marmalade was extra special
as we cooked it outside on the rocket
stove. Well done us and thank you
Henny for entering.

Today we were surprised upon
awakening, peeking out the curtains
and low and behold seeing a beautiful
white blanket of snow. Most of us
slowly managed to make it into nursery
where we worked together with the
fresh snow fo build a solid snowman
- which we then painted! The fun
continued (after a hot chocolate for
good measure) into the affernoon on a
wintery woodland walk. We were able
to frack some animal footprints and
have a sizeable snowball fight!

‘Who's that trip tfrapping over my
bridge?’ We've been constructing
many bridges out of lollipop sticks,
toilet rolls, cups and egg boxes and
ceremoniously named them — among
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the names - Fridge Bridge and
‘Maggie’l We placed an elephant
(yes an elephant) and a monster truck
on top to see how well they held. The
architecture was superb! We then took
it in turns to be goats and frolls whilst
acting out the 3 Billy Goats Gruff. What
a lot of terrifying trolls!

In the garden we have been enjoying
riding our new balance bikes (thank
you so much for the donation!) with
considerable expertise (any keen biker
parents out there?¢!l). We have had
many super sports sessions — practicing
our ball skils and team activities.
Alongside our active play we have
been making mud pies in the mud
kitchen and digging and loading up
our trucks.

If you have a child looking to start
Nursery please don't hesitate to get
in touch. Spaces are filing up fast but
there are sfill some afternoon sessions
left and we are taking applications
for all  sessions in  September.
Please call 07842 978823 or email
abingercommonnursery@gmail.com
We can't wait to show you around!

Kate Fairbrass



Bullimores Julie Watts ;
FAMILY LAW

AN AFFORDABLE AND EXPERIENCED,
PROFESSIONAL ALTERNATIVE TO
TRADITIONAL SOLICITORS

Divorce

Arrangements for children

Finances

Accountants for Life Court Proceedings
PROUD TO PROVIDE
Tax Accounts Probate A DIFFERENT KIND OF SERVICE

. Affordable fees
Inheritance Tax & Straight-talking advice

Executorship Practical, real support

T: 01306 880880 g Contact me for

E- part @bulli K a free consultation

: partners u imores.co.u e
W: www.bullimores.co.uk

Bullimores LLP licensed to carry out the reserved legal activity
of non-contentious probate in England & Wales by the ICAEW

ParvinnG & Bunome Sexvices m

Cut, split & seasoned hardwoods

LOCAL PAINTING AND from local woodland restoration
DECORATING COMPANY Bulk grab bags & kindling
delivered

House Painting * Windows * Doors *
Ceilings * Walls * Frames www.ecologs.net

Paper Hangine [OLUs Hedy WS e

SURREY TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED

FREE WRITTEN QUOTATIONS J.A. JOINERY

FULL LIABILITY INSURANCE TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

Proud members of

IoApine Checkatrade.com
Where reputation matters

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE
CALL JAMES ON
07876 130 O 1 6 HOME: 01306 621193

MOB: 07989 585707

Jhnsmthrs@aol.com EMAIL: jalnes@ayling’joinery.co.ulz

jspaintingandbuildingservices.co.uk lingioi l
: www.aylingjoinery.co.u
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MUSIC IN DORKING %

1st at 7.30, Brockham Choral Society at St Martin’s church, £16/20

2nd at 7.30, Carducci string quartet at Dorking Hallls, £21, 01306 740619

14th & 15th at 7.30, Leith Hill Music Festival at Dorking Halls, £17-26, 01306 881717
22nd at 7.30, Philharmonia Orchestra at Dorking Halls, £15-30, 01306 740619
27th at 6.45, opera screening at Dorking Hallls, £18.50, 01306 881717

The big event of April is the Leith Hill Music Festival, with two days of competitions
and concerts. The participating choirs, from towns and villages around Dorking,
compete in the morning sessions from 2am and you are very welcome to attend
these. Following an afternoon rehearsal with Jonathan Willcocks, the fesfival
conductor, they join forces for an evening concert with full orchestra and soloists.
This year the music for the concerts celebrates Elgar, with his Sea pictures and The
music makers, and Vaughan Williams, with The Lark Ascending and Toward the
unknown region. There is also music by Handel, Haydn and Cecelia McDowall.

Another major event is a visit by the London-based Philharmonia Orchestra,
arranged by the Dorking Concertgoers. Their programme includes Dvordk’s
gorgeously melodic cello concerto and Brahms’s monumental first symphony. It
opens with Vaughan Williams's Five variants of Dives and Lazarus, showing the
composer’s love of English folk tunes. If you were expecting this concert in May,
please note that the date has been changed owing to a clash with a certain
royal coronation!

Also for the Dorking Concertgoers, the Carduccistring quartet will give the last inits
series of three concerts. The concert begins with Mozart’s ‘Hunt’ quartet and ends
with Dvordk’s delightful ‘American’ quartet. The centrepiece is Shostakovich's
eighth quartet, a deeply personal work in which he mourns the devastation of
the second world war.

The Brockham Choral Society, conducted by Cole Bendall, will be singing Ethel
Smyth's rarely-heard Mass in D. There will also be music by Vaughan Williams -
Toward the unknown region — and Britten’s A hymn to the virgin. Tickets are £20
on the day but only £16 if bought in advance.

Mozart’s opera The Marriage of Figaro will be screened live at the Dorking Halls,
in a production from the Royal Opera House. This comic masterpiece relates the
events of a day in the household of Count Almaviva as his servants Figaro and

Susanna prepare for their wedding. lan Codd
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MEABY&CO

solicitors
Strength & wisdom in law & business since 1848

We are a multi-office Law Firm servicing the needs of our clients throughout
London, the South East, across the United Kingdom and Worldwide.

Family & Divorce Law Property

Media Law Crisis Management
Litigation & Mediation Reputation Protection
Employment Law Company Corporate
Private Client Fraud & Private Crime

Branch offices in: -

Dorking | Soho | Camberwell Green | Chigwell
Switchboard: 01306 884432
www.meaby.co.uk

W @MeabyandCo [ meaby-&-co [ MeabyandCo




DORKING AND DISTRICT RSPB

Many forms of wildlife watching involve a degree of discomfort — Arctic cold,
fropical humidity, windswept headlands or small boats in choppy seas. At this
season, however, we can enjoy one of the world’s best wildlife experiences
while sfill in bed, without even opening our eyelids. Even in cities, but certainly in
our area rich in mature gardens with shrubs and frees, the dawn chorus reaches
its peak in May. Lie back and enjoy the outpouring of music from many different
species as the curtains slowly brighten with the increasing light.

As the breeding season hots up, male birdsong reaches its zenith because the
territory for food-gathering must be protected. For many species, strong musical
performance also offers the opportunity for liaisons with willing females. Almost
all birds sing as the day gets light. This proclaims “I've survived the night and this
is still my patch.” For many migrants such as the warblers, the males arrive first
to set up territories, so the dawn chorus provides the first point of contact for
prospective pairs. It is worth getting up in the dark (around 4am) aft least once
in May to enjoy the full benefit of the experience outdoors. Wear a fleece, take
a plastic bag and a cushion to sit on, settle quietly and wait.

The tawny owl hoots as if refires to its daytime roost in a
large tree after a night of hunting. Not long after, a robin
begins to sing. Then every robin within earshot competes.
Blackbirds soon join in with their melodies. Robins and
blackbirds have large pupils and so see more at dawn and

. dusk than most garden birds. The chaffinches, the pigeons
and doves are heard next. Then the others join the chorus in rapid succession.
The dawn chorus is an experience, not a tutorial, so don’t expect to learn to
identify birdsong during the dawn chorus. Lots of individuals of every species are
all singing at once in a glorious cacophony.

RSPB Dorking & District are holding a dawn chorus walk for International Dawn
Chorus Day on Sunday 7th May at Bookham Commons. Meet at 4:30am at
Bookham Tunnel Car Park, Commonside, Great Bookham K123 3ES Leader:
Glenn Tel: 07483 848837 Car Park run by NT, free to members or £5 to non
members, no toilets. to listen to the sounds of spring awakening & learn about
the birdsong of our resident songbirds and the migrants that arrive each spring.
More information can be found at Facebook: RSPB Dorking and District
Website: https://group.rspb.org.uk/dorkinganddistrict/  Email:  rspbdorking@
gmail.com

Jonathan Groves
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BRAYESTATES

PROFESSIONAL PROPERTY CONSULTANTS

Commercial Property Agency
Property Management
Investment Opportunities
Surveys & Valuations

www.brayestates.co.uk
263 High Street, Dorking, Surrey RH14 1RL
Tel: 01306 740837 office@brayestates.co.uk

MICHAEL BRAY

& ASSOCIATES
CHARTERED SURVEYORS

(3 rICS

www.mbsurveyors.co.uk
Tel: 01306 740837 office@mbsurveyors.co.uk

Dave Ford
Tree Care

Friendly, Local, Professional Service
All types of tree work undertaken:

Pruning / Felling
Hedgerow Management
Stump Removal
Planting Design and Planting
Logs Supplied

Contact us for a free estimate:

Tel: 01306 611661
Email: info@davefordtreecare.co.uk

Or visit:
www.davefordtreecare.co.uk

PAS FINANCIAL AND MORTGAGE
SOLUTIONS LTD

Tel 01306 881399

Mobile 07710-854040

E mail paulstacey88@gmail.com

26 Furlong Road, Westcott Surrey RH4 3PR
For Mortgages and Protection

A local and Friendly Service, tailored
to your needs based in Westcott

PAS Financial and Mortgage Solutions Ltd
is an Appointed Representative of Pink
Home Loans. Pink Home Loans is a trading
name of Advance Mortgage Funding
Limited which is authorised and regulated
by the Financial Conduct Authority.

M M.F. Decorating &
IE3 Building Maintenance

We are a small family
4 run business established for
\\ over 30 years

="
e
We follow all socal distancing protocols

Our services include:

* Internal/external painting & decorating

* Wallpapering

* Building maintenance (internal & external)
* Plastering/plaster boarding

* Free Estimates

For any enquiries please contact Adrian:

Phone: 01306 882083 Mobile: 079587 12522
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Its so lovely to see the Spring flowers in
bloom throughout the woodland and
the buds on the trees and George who
is now the dominant pheasant in the
woodland is making lofs of noise to
ward off the other males!

By the time you read this article it will be
April and we may have had our Easter
Egg Hunt which is taking place on 2nd
April. I willupdate you all on how it went
next month. At the time | am writing this
we are all busy preparing for the event,
collecting Easter Eggs and items for the
raffle, tombola and craft stall plus | am
wracking my brain working out another
different and fun Easter Egg Hunt for
the children!

With April upon us we are already
planning our annual Anniversary event
and Commemoration Service which
will take place at the Woodland on
Saturday 10th June. This is always a
very special day and this year will be
no exception. We have the Redhil

5. 5@ Corp of Drums
and Band who

are excellent
and will  play
some lively

tunes for us plus
of course suitable music and The Last
Post for the Commemoration Service
when three families will be honouring
their loved ones by planting saplings in
their memory. We will have a BBQ and
bar plus a fabulous raffle and other
stalls with something for everyone. One
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of our Veterans who is a professional
singer will be performing as well. The
day commences at 12.30 and Belmont
School have again very kindly offered
their parking facilities so there will be
plenty of parking available. Do put this
date in your diaries | know you will enjoy
it and EVERYONE is welcome.

It does mean a considerable amount
of work fidying up the woodland in
readiness for the 10th June especially
when the growing season is in full
swing. So if anyone is available to help
for an hour or two towards the end of
May we would really appreciate it.
Do contact Debbie and she can let
you know when we are there (Email:
debbiehornblow@yahoo.co.uk or Tel:
07778873806). Many hands make light
work!

| tfry to be at the woodland every day,
hospital visits allowing and if | am there
the kettle is always on, so do call in for
a chat and a cuppa if you are passing
and see my car in the car park. But
the woodland is open 24/7 so if | am
not there you can park at the front
and walk in through the side gate. As
the temperatures get warmer bring a
picnic and enjoy the tranquility and the
birds in our little piece of heaven in the
Surrey Hills. God Bless and | look forward
to seeing you all this Summer.

Paul Cooling
Chairman, QRMW
Registered Charity No 1174651
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OPENING SOON
IN DORKING

Bookings vow open for sewivg
workshops in January 2023

Gift vouchers for sewing workshiops
- all levels avd ages

Leary +o Sew Courses
Tutermediate and Advanced Courses

Call Tracey 07511079441

5

Pop Up . Lifestyle . Homewares
Creative Makers Markets

Dapper &
Suave

Accessories & Gifting

Join our mailing list C
www.dapperandsuave.uk [§

Holmbury Choral Society

Our Summer Concert ' Zoo Blue’ will be on Sat 1st July. The

r
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exciting programme together with jazz musicians includes
‘Captain Noah and his Floating Zoo' by Joseph Horovitz, with a libretto by
Michael Flanders and Will Todd's popular ‘Mass in Blue'.

New singers especially welcome to join us for the new term which starts
on April 27th. Contact Liz Hamilton on holmburychoral@bfinternet.com.
Further details on www. holmburychoral.org
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BABY MEALS ™

Our first request this year came in early March
from a Springfield Road family, and we're
anficipating a call from another family expecting
a baby later this month. As always, the families
are hugely appreciative of the meals - the
recipients often say it is somehow quite magical
that someone just arrives with hot food for the

family amid their new baby chaos!

If you know of anyone expecting a baby in
Westcott please encourage them to get in
touch - we are very proud of our long running
“baby meals” service in Westcott and only
too pleased to be asked to help!

Anna Kemkers
07710425487

YOU ARE INVITED TO

THE QUICK RESPONSE MEMORIAL WOODLAND’S
(Registered Charity No: 1174651)

ANNUAL REUNION AND COMMEMORATION SERVICE

Which will take place at
THE QUEEN’S REGIMENT MEMORIAL WOODLAND
Pasturewood Road, Holmbury St Mary RHS5 6LG
on
SATURDAY 10TH JUNE 2023
Commencing at 12.30

COMMEMORATION SERVICE IN HONOUR OF
EX-QUEENSMEN

Richard Neil Leathers—Ex-3rd Bn
Michael Pritchard—Ex-1st Bn
And Others TBA
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Get IT Fixed WT Exterior Cleaning
Get IT Connected HONESTY * INTEGRITY * E*ﬂ;LLENCE

Expert Repair @ Maintenance

JET-CLEANING g
* Patio’s
* Driveway’s
¢ Roofs
¢ Decking
e Walls

Call now on 01737 845980 GUTTERS CLEARED

Brockham based. No call out charges. "
Fully transparent quotations with no hidden costs. Call William Tooth

ChalkHill Systems ~ §) 07984
www.chalkhillsystems.co.uk ( 883 555
Westcott, Dorking
We make technology work for you www.wtexteriorcleaning.com

Garden and Grounds maintenance throughout the year

e Complete lawn care & mowing e Fruit trees pruned
» Granular & liquid lawn fertilisers  Hedge trimming b
 Moss control & complete weed e Leaf clearing
treatment » Hard stand jet washing
* New poly-S technology « Turfing & seeding
* Border maintenance « Plants supplied and planting

Complete garden and grounds maintenance and clearance
For more details on all services and my 3-stage lawn-care programme see website
www.premiergardensdorking.co.uk « davidpremiergardens@gmail.com

Office: 01306 898 917 ¢ — [JCpul /K
Mobile: 07887 511 515 % ™= ' JSEVgy=I

N I MAKERS OF THE FINEST MOWERS
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GREEN WESTCOTT

Calling for clean water!

Last month | joined ‘March The Mole’
— a series of walks which brought
together people from the local area
united in concern over the poor
state of our local river. Rivers are the
lifeblood of our country. Freshwater
ecosystems are an important habitat
and when rivers are healthy they
are host to an incredible range of
biodiversity, including water voles,
mayflies, brown frout and kingfishers.
Yet there are no longer any rivers in
England that are in a good overall
state of health.

The River Mole is no exception. A
2022 report from Planet Patrol found
that the River Mole was amongst
the worst for water quality. Weak
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government policy and regulatory
neglect has led to the widespread
pollution. Water companies’ failure
to invest in updating critical sewage
infrastructure  and run  off from
agriculture, containing pesticides
and fertilisers, are the major sources
of contamination. In 2021 alone, the
sewer storm overflow in Dorking spilled
64 times into the Mole for a total of
613 hours (The Rivers Trust). These
storm overflows were intfended to only
operate in “exceptional situations”
only, but the number of incidents
suggest this mechanism is being used
more generally. After a sprinkling
of snow at the beginning of March,
Thames Water's Dorking freatment
plant’s storm
overflow
released
raw sewage
into the River
Mole for over
5 hours.

AVOID DRINKING

Along the route from Leatherhead to
the Stepping Stones, we met many
people who visit the river regularly
and expressed their concerns over
poor water quality and the impact
on wildlife. One fisherman had been
fishing the River Mole since childhood
and observed first hand the decline in
fish and water levels over the years.

On the walk | had many interesting
conversations with  people from
various groups calling for action on
this issue and undertaking projects,



IMDT accredited trainer using proven science
based methods of positive, ethical, reward based
training.

Locally based my aim is to provide you with
informative - practical — fun learning, services include:

+ Preparing for your new arrival - home set up/settling in
+ Puppy through to adult training.

+ Group classes and bespoke 1-2-1 training

+ Behaviour consultations

+ Focussed training workshops

+ Hoopers classes

Contact:

John Venn
Tel: 07880 707467 k
Email: info@surreyhillsdogtraining.com

www.surreyhillsdogtraining.com INSTITUTE OF MODERN DOG TRAINERS

Dorking Pest Control

Local Authority Approved Contractors Se rV| ces

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

Our Services Include:

Wasps, Bee Swarms, Hornets,
Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Fleas, Flies,
Ants, Cockroaches, Bed Bugs,
Rabbits, Moles, Foxes and Deer.

e Domestic, Commercial and Industrial
e Contract Work
e Preventative Control Programmes

Experts in pest control
throughout Surrey

Office: 01306 743001
Ivor: 07710 117491
Chris: 07971 519415

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com
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JENNIFER MARGRAVE
SOLICITORS LLP

e Wills, Trusts & Probate
e Lasting Powers of Attorneys
e Court of Protection matters
* NHS funding issues
* Non-mortgage related
residential conveyancing

Tel: 01483 562722

The Old Post Office, 130 Epsom Road,
Guildford, GU1 2PX

Ws o o)
s O%» ‘. Dementia
? -:‘-.. Friendly

] Q Wills &

% Inherit

% nnheritance

“gp Quality

E: enquiries@jennifermargrave.co.uk
We advise on law but do much, much more!

www.jennifermargrave.co.uk

Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority
SRA No. 533213

G.B.

FENCING & TREE SURGERY
SPECIALISTS

e Felling  Tree Surgery
e Pruning e Hedge ¢ Cutting
pes of Fencing Supplied & Erected
ully Insured Free Estimates

Tel: 01403 824048
Mobile: 07714 689 824

CHEAP HAﬁDwoob
LOGS FOR SALE

www.gbfencingandtreesurgery.co.uk
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GREEN WESTCOTT (cont.)

including water testing and rewilding
areas of the riverbank. From learning
more about this issue, it has become
clearthatitisup to concerned people
to put pressure on our MPs and water
companies to call for the restoration
of healthy waterways.

Here are some ideas:

The Rivers Trust has a website with a
wealth of information on how to help
rivers thrive and also an interactive
‘sewage map’ showing problem
areas.

Write to your MP highlighting local
pollution issues and asking them to
speak up to #EndSewagePollution in
Parliament.

Thames Water has a live map which
indicates when storm overflows
are discharging. Contact them at:
customer.feedback@thameswater.
co.uk

Connect with Friends of the River
Mole Leatherhead via Facebook to
help with water monitoring/testing

What's On in April

RHS Big Seed Sow - March 27th to
April 2nd /
Let's grow ‘ '
together.
C ome
along fo
Westcott im0 _
Community Garden fo sow seeds —
date tba

Earth Day - April 22nd 2023

The issue of water pollution is just
one of many issues resulting from
economic policies which enable
corporate interests to frump the
common good. Private corporations
make enormous profits for the benefit
of their shareholders, while the needs
of people and nature are neglected.
Have you heard about The Big One,
21st-24th Aprile

For Earth Day, I'm joining thousands
of people gathering peacefully at
Parliament to call on the government
to act to protect people and nature.
Everyone is needed! If you are
concerned about the climate and
nature crisis and want to find out
more, please get in fouch jakki@
wearenature.uk

Fashion Revolution Week — 24th April
For all those who love fashion but
don’t want clothes to exploit people
or destroy our planet. Find out more
at fashionrevolution.org

Stop Food Waste Day — 27th April

Visit the local Community Fridge
every Monday at 1.30pm at St Johns
Community Hall, to collect food that
would otherwise go to waste. Mid
Surrey Community Fridges save 6.5
tonnes of supermarket and large
producers’ food from landfill every
week.

Jakki Phillips



/55/ SURREY HILLS
4 HEATING LTD

DOMESTIC BOILER
SERVICING AND
BREAKDOWN

OIL, LPG & GAS BOILERS

Z] LPG /8

Call Dathan on: 07944 575970
sales@surreyhillsheating.co.uk
www.surreyhillsheating.co.uk

Painters and Decorators

Working in Westcott
since 1980

Our repeat clients prove our
Quality and reliability

Phone for free estimates and
local references
gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01306 876110
NMobile: 07880848459

Spring Reach
* Nursery

01483 284769
info@springreachnursery.co.uk
www.springreachnursery.co.uk

VISIT SURREY’S FINEST NURSERY
Just 5 mins from RHS Wisley



HOMES FOR UKRAINE ALY

Mole Valley has opened its arms with
huge generosity over the last year
and welcomed over 160 Ukrainian
families, over 250 individuals, to the
District under the Homes for Ukraine
scheme. None of this would have
been possible without the hospitality
of a large number of hosts who have
provided homes and safe havens for
those fleeing the conflict.

Single people and families are being hosted across the District from north to
south and everywhere in between, children have been welcomed into schools
and colleges and families info our communities. Westcoft has welcomed a
number of these guests and provided a wealth of networks and opportunities
for supporting their integration into the village.

We do need more hosts however.

Many guests have been in the UK and with Mole Valley families for almost a year
and there are naturally changes in circumstances where guests and hosts need
to make alternative arrangements. Could you consider opening your home to
guest who are already in the UK, or support new ones wishing to travel? If you
have a spare room or rooms and could offer support for 6 months or more,
please record your interest through the gov.uk website and Mole Valley District
Council would be very grateful to hear from you. Hosts are given tax-free ‘Thank
You' payments of £600 per month whilst they provide rent free accommodation
to their guests.

If you are interested, Mole Valley District Council will provide the support you
need to support your guests.

Unsure?
Please contact homesforukraine@
molevalley.gov.uk and speak to an MVDC
officer about what hosting would mean
for you.

r
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RIVERBANK SURGERY

Westcoftt Street, Westcott, Surrey RH4 3PA Tel: 875577

OPENING Morning Evening
TIMES: Monday 8.00-1.00 2.00-6.00
Tuesday 8.00-1.00 2.00-6.30

Wednesday  8.00-12.30 Closed
Thursday 8.00-1.00 2.00-6.00
Friday 8.00-1.00 2.00-6.30

The emergency out of hours mobile number is 07501 655200
The surgery is closed and the phones are diverted from 1.00-2.00pm.
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Dorking Service Centre Ltd

w @ = 0 e
A — g - =

o Rl

Garage Services:

e £ =3 )

MOT Tyres Wheel Alignment Servicing Diagnostics Brakes
While U Wait At Web Competitive Prices All Makes & Models
.3 % @t @ H da
Air Conditioning Suspension Cam-Belts Steering Clutches Digital Service Book

Update

158 -160 South St
Dorking

APPROVED CODE Surrey
RH4 2ES

www.dorkingservice.co.uk 01306 747050







