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Westcott has a population of over 
2,000 and this is the only magazine 
written specifically for the Westcott 
area by the people of Westcott.  It 
is hand delivered, free of charge, to 
every household and further copies 
are available at the church, local 
shops, pub and doctor’s surgery.

If you have any articles, photos, 
letters, etc that you think we may  
like to feature in the next issue,  
please email the Editor on:

editor@westcottmag.com
But please note, publication will     
always be subject to space and at 
the discretion of the Editor.

Copy deadline for 
June issue:

8th May 2023

This magazine, published by the 
Church in Westcott, is printed on 
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 
accredited paper from a sustainable 
source. The views expressed are 
those of the individual writers and 
do not necessarily reflect the views 
of the Church, Editor or Westcott 
residents.

Cover photo - Westfest cover entry by Odett Gruber Age 10
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FROM THE EDITOR
It finally feels like 
Spring has sprung, 
what with the lighter 
evenings and more 
colour popping up in 
the garden daily!

After 15 years’ sterling service being 
Westcott’s district councillor, James 
Friend is stepping down from the role 
following the boundary changes 
and the election at the start of May. 
He has worked tirelessly on helping 
both individuals and the village as a 
whole over that time and I am very 
proud of him. I would like to wish his 
successor all the luck in the world with 
a sometimes challenging but always 
rewarding role.

The village coffee morning (on 3rd 
May) has the school choir singing for 
your entertainment this month, so get 
along for a listen to brighten up your 
Wednesday. Also in school news, we 
celebrate a year 6 group who took it 
upon themselves to raise money for 
conservation charities by running a 
cake sale, see page 23.

Lastly, don’t forget Westfest on 8th  
May as part of the Coronation 
weekend celebrations, and if you 
are holding a street party or a similar 
event, I hope the weather holds and 
we all have a great neighbourly time 
as that’s what it’s all about!

Cath
editor@westcottmag.com 

        BABY MEALS

In recent weeks the “baby meals” cooks 
have been busy delivering meals for the 
family of baby Logan, who was born at 
home in mid March. Kelly and Alex were very 
grateful for the support in feeding their family 
at this busy time. 

If you know of anyone expecting a baby 
in Westcott please encourage them 
to get in touch - we are very proud of 
our long running “baby meals” service 
in Westcott and only too pleased to be 
asked to help! 

Anna Kemkers
07710425487
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TRADITIONS AND 
TRANSFORMATIONS

The month of the coronation of 
Charles III and Camilla is finally upon 
us. 

Whether you will 
be paying close 
attention to every 
detail of the process 
or going out of 
your way to avoid 
any coverage 
of the event, 
the coronation is a strange and 
fascinating entity. A combination 
of different historical traditions and 
ideas fused together in a way which 
is meant to speak to the nation 
and Commonwealth that we are 
today. It is intended to feel somehow 
both ancient and relevant. What 
Charles and the committee of privy 
counsellors planning the event 
decide is essential to proceedings 
from the three-hour long coronation 
of Elizabeth II (or the five-hour long 
coronation of Queen Victoria for that 
matter) and what can be scrapped 
or adapted.

...FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

Seeking to balance the traditions 
and culture we have inherited with 
the realities of our lives in the present 
is a tightrope that each of us has 
to attempt to walk as we journey 
through life. What have you inherited 
or found for yourself which is essential 

to who you are? Do any 
of these things seem to 
clash with the times you 
are currently living in?

Last month Christians 
around the world 
celebrated the events 
of Easter – events that 

tell of a very different and even 
more significant coronation – the 
enthronement of Jesus on the cross 

WHAT HAVE YOU 
INHERITED OR FOUND 

FOR YOURSELF WHICH IS 
ESSENTIAL TO WHO YOU 

ARE? 
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...FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

as King of the cosmos, and his 
resurrection showing that evil and 
death will not have the final word on 
the world’s story. 

For me, and for millions of others 
around the world, this is the most 
significant moment in history. It is not 
the traditions and ceremonies of 
my faith that make the difference 
(although I value and appreciate 

this inheritance) but who Jesus Christ 
was and is. A living relationship with 
the King of Kings. This is what I will 
hold onto, and who I will be held by, 
no matter what the future holds.

I wish you all every blessing for the 
Coronation weekend,

Rev’d Tim Armstrong
Vicar

A Prayer for King Charles III, 

on the Occasion of His Majesty’s Coronation

Almighty God, the fountain of all 
goodness,
bless our Sovereign Lord, King Charles,
and all who are in authority under him;
that they may order all things
in wisdom and equity, 
righteousness and peace,
to the honour of your name,
and the good of your Church and 
people;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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DATE THEME 8:30AM 10:15AM
7th May All Age Worship Book of Common 

Prayer Communion
All-Age Morning 
Worship

14th     
May

We need to talk about 
sin...

Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Communion

21st    
May

We need to talk about 
salvation...

Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Communion

28th    
May

Pentecost Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Communion

8.30am  Book of Common Prayer Communion, A  warm 
welcome in our beautiful, traditional service.

10.15am Friendly, relaxed service, using Common 
Worship and a range of music styles. This service is also 
livestreamed on Zoom.

For 10:15am Zoom service connection, 
please scan this QR code, 
or visit the Online Services page of 
thechurchinwestcott.org.uk 
and follow the link.

The church is open every day, 9am-4pm for private prayer & reflection

Wednesdays 10am Communion at St John’s

MIDWEEK PRAYER & WORSHIP

B U I L D I N G
F R I E N D S H I P S

S H A R I N G
L I F E

SUNDAY SERVICES AT HOLY TRINITY
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THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT
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THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

MARKING LIFE EVENTS
All who live in Westcott or have a connection here, 
are very welcome to have christenings, funerals, weddings in 
Holy Trinity.
Contact Rev’d Tim Armstrong, Vicar, for more information.
vicar@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk

Join a
Life Group
Small groups of people who meet online or in person 
every 2 weeks to chat and pray about life & faith.

B U I L D I N G  F R I E N D S H I P S    S H A R I N G  L I F E

Life groups:
• explore ways we can bring God’s love, justice and joy into our relationships 

with other people and creation, into our leisure and into our work
• give you an opportunity to explore the Bible and consider what it says
• use worship, simple contemplation and prayer to help us encounter God
Contact Richard Lister richardnwlister@gmail.com for more information

thechurchinwestcott.org.uk
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

The church floodlighting for May is sponsored by Annette Golding and family, 
in loving and happy memories of our Tony 17.5.30 - 12.10.22.

If you’d like to sponsor the floodlighting, which is powered by 100% renewable 
electricity, please contact admin@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk. 
(Suggested donation of £75 to Westcott Church Funds.)

FLOODLIGHTING

Death:

9th March 2023 Alan Brown (77)

The Church in Westcott is part of the Westcott Good Neighbour Scheme and 
we are always here for a chat, prayer, pastoral need. 

Paul Stacey paulstacey88@gmail.com, may be able to help with debt advice.
Holy Trinity Pastoral Assistants:
Mark Shakespeare 01306 888010      Ali Mabley 01306 889641
For help, more information, please contact churchwardens:
churchwardens@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk, 
or visit thechurchinwestcott.org.uk

Holy Trinity Church

A Sacred Place of Peace & Prayer, 
Open to All  Every Day 9:00am-4:00pm 

Holy Trinity Church is open for you to visit, 
for private prayer or reflection   
Come to enjoy the beauty and peace, 
pray, reflect, breathe, be

All are welcome
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Arrange a chat with Paul -  a  specialist in helping
over 40s restore health, vitality and longevity

revitalisefitness.com 
E: paul@revitalisefitness.com|07858 731890 

a Dorking and Surrey Hills mobile service
07846 508117

WWW.HANNAHSCHELLANDER.COM

ANXIETY & PANIC ATTACKS

FEARS & PHOBIAS

TRAUMA & PTSD

CONFIDENCE

SLEEP PROBLEMS

UNWANTED HABITS

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT

 

CLINICAL HYPNOTHERAPY � TRAUMA THERAPY

Tel: 01306 740003 • Email: info@bramleyhouse.net 
Web: www.bramleyhouse.net

Westcott Street, Westcott 
Dorking RH4 3NX

Bramley House is a residential home from 
home set in beautiful grounds nestled 
in the heart of the Surrey Hills. We pride 
ourselves on tailoring to all levels of 
residential care needs from respite breaks 
and companionship reasons through to 
dementia and more complex requirements.

 24 hour care and support
 16 delightful rooms
 Friendly caring staff
 Freshly prepared meals
 Permanent & respite stay
 Varied activities and outings
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     WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION NEWS
A Right Royal WESTfest

Westcott has a long 
history of celebrating 
Royal Coronations 
and the Coronation 
of His Majesty King 
Charles III will be no 
different. In a few 
days’ time the village 

will come together at WESTfest so be 
sure to come along and join in the fun 
with your friends and neighbours.  

It’s still not too late to donate some 
bottles to the ever popular WVA Bottle 
Tombola – please drop off any suitable 
bottles to Edwin at Queen’s Court, 
Westcott St (just near Bramley House) 
or Sally at Drydown, The Hildens (at the 
far end on the left hand side) or drop 
an email to contact@westcottvillage.
com and we will come and collect 
them from you. We look forward to 
seeing you all there.	
 

The Big Help Out
To mark His Majesty King 
Charles III’s Coronation, 
organisations across 
the country are 
getting together to 

encourage us all to volunteer in our 
local community. The Big Help Out 
is being officially launched on the 
8th May and will be supported by a 
nationwide database of volunteering 
opportunities for you to search to find 
something of interest locally.  

In support of this 
initiative the WVA 
have also put 
together a list of 
local volunteering 
opportunities in and 
around Westcott 
which you will find 
on a new dedicated section of our 
website called The Big Help Out 
https://westcottvillage.com/the-big-
help-out/  We will continue to keep this 
list updated so please get in touch if 
you want to add anything. 

WVA Open Meeting 
We were delighted to welcome so 
many people to the Open Meeting 
back in March. The slightly different 
format was well received and 
encouraged more discussion than 
usual. For those of you who were 
unable to join us, James Leaver 
gave an opening address touching 
upon the controversial Sondes Place 
Farm Planning Application as well 
as introducing the committee and 
mentioning subjects such as EV 
charging and opportunities for people 
to get involved in village life. Not only 
are the WVA still looking for a Chair but 
Westcott Village Hall are also looking 
for new trustees.  Anna Kemkers spoke 
about WESTfest and encouraged 
people to get involved. There was a 
real hubbub of discussion around the 
room with a broad range of subjects 
covered including; speedwatch, 

twenty twenty Three

th
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..............................................................................................................

C o r o n a t i o n  B a n k  H o l i d ay
..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

facebook.com/WESTfestSurrey
Free entry. Please note there is no on site parking.

✭ Brass band ✭ Horse & carriage rides 
Nat i o na l A n t h e m  ✭ R oya l fa n c y  d r e s s  ✭ 

Carousel ✭ Fun dog show ✭ Food and drink ✭  

       Silent auction✭Arts & Crafts✭Free games 
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The Westcott Village Fair
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WestFest_2023_FINAL_A4_HR.pdf   1   07/02/2023   21:50
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•  Crown Reduction, Crown Lifting 
& Crown Thinning 

•  Tree Pruning & Dead Wooding
• Precision Tree Felling
• Pollarding
• Branch removal
• Cabling & bracing
• Stump Grinding
• Hedge Management
•  Storm Clearance and Ground 

Clearance
• Supplier of seasoned logs

Please do contact us on 0333 577 7663
Or email us at: info@southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk

South East Tree Surgeons are a  Family-Run business 
& offer an individual, personal service. We have been 
established over 22 years.

We provide a 24 Hour Emergency Service to 
Commercial businesses, local councils & private 
individuals. We offer Free written quotations & advice 
without any obligation.

Our Tree Surgery teams are Friendly, Qualified & 
insured. You can find out more about us on our website:  
www.southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk

Our Services include
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acoustic cameras, a recent spate of 
vandalism to road signs and how to 
support our local businesses. While 
the AGM in June will need to be 
more structured by its very nature, we 
will look to repeat this more relaxed 
discussion style of Open Meeting 
again later in the year.   

Sondes Place Farm Planning 
Application
We have submitted letters to MVDC 
objecting in the strongest terms to 
the Sondes Place Farm Planning 
Application and were very pleased 
to also submit petitions with over 260 
signatures from people registering 
their objection at the same time. These 
can be viewed on the WVA website 
https://westcottvi l lage.com/wp-
content/uploads/2023/03/MO2023-
0188-WVA-Letter-of-Objection-with-
petition-22032023-redacted-copy.
pdf  To further illustrate the strength 
of opposition locally there are now 
over 300 individual objection letters 
which have also been submitted 
to MVDC. Surrey County Council 
Highways department have asked 
MVDC for more time to make a full 
technical assessment and transport 
observations.  

Changes to the Surrey Hills Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty
Natural England is currently consulting 
on whether to make changes to 

the Surrey Hills AONB to extend the 
areas included and make some 
other changes to the boundary.  
The consultation documents can 
be found using the link below and 
the closing date for comments is 
the 13th June 2023. https://consult.
defra.gov.uk/ne-landscape-heritage-
and-geodiversity-team/surrey-hills-
boundary-variation/user_uploads/
consultation-report--digital.pdf 

The WVA is currently reviewing the 
consultation with a view to making a 
representation shortly. Please do let 
us know your own thoughts once you 
have read the consultation document.  

Community Fridge  	
Visits from the Mid 
Surrey Community 
Fridge have now 
moved to Tuesday 
afternoon at 2.45pm.  

This is to take advantage of a wider 
range of food which is available 
on a Tuesday. Remember the food 
is all perfect and is surplus from 
local supermarkets and wholesalers 

    WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION (cont.)
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Building Strong Foundations

LOWER PREP PLACES AVAILABLE

'To Love is to Live.'

Come and Visit Us

www.manorhouseschool.org | 01372 457077 | admissions@manorhouseschool.org 
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WESTCOTT VILLAGE 
COFFEE MORNING 

 

Wednesday 3rd May 
at 

The Village Hall 
10.30 - 12.00 midday 

Jigsaw and Book exchange 
Sandra’s delicious cakes 

and the 
 

Return of the Surrey Hills School Choir 
A very warm welcome to all, especially parents & grandparents 

who would rather see it used in 
the community than go to landfill. 
If you haven’t found time to visit 
do pop down. The food is free but 
donations of £2.50 are encouraged 
if you can afford to do so. Bring your 
shopping bags, bring your friends, pick 
something up for your neighbours.  

Other Village News
You may have noticed the ex 
Cricketers pub has been sold by 
auction - we have now made contact 
with the new owner.  Talking of pubs, 
we are also in touch with Fullers to see 
how we can help and support our 

last remaining pub in the village, The 
Prince of Wales, do pop in and say 
hello to Dean the landlord and give 
his new food offer a try.    

As always, please do get in touch with 
any issues or queries about village 
life and we will do our best to help or 
signpost you to those who can.  

Westcott Village Association Committee
Paul Goddard, Edwin Harland, James 
Leaver, Sally Hewetson, John Mears, 

Nick Lund and Jo Astor
contact@westcottvillage.com

    WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION (cont.)
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Westcott
Village Hall

About the venue: Hire rates:

The Perfect Venue for any event
The Westcott Village Hall, previously the Reading Room, is in the 

heart of the village of Westcott, in the Surrey Hills close to Dorking. 
It is a flexible space with diverse amenities available for hosting 

classes, meetings and functions.

Mobile: 07967 286636        Email: info@westcottvillagehall.com
www.westcottvillagehall.com

• 1 x large hall (100 pax)
• 1 x meeting room (8 pax)
• Drop down projector screen
• Modern audio system
• Wi-Fi
• Male and female cloak rooms
• High capacity gas heating
• Large car park onsite

• Mornings - £19 - £32
• Afternoons - £24 - £61  
• Evenings - £35 - £69
• Kitchen (fully equipped) - £25
• Sale of alcohol licence - £20
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      VILLAGE HALL UPDATE
Westcott Village Hall Development Plan : Update 2

I am pleased to be able to report that the trustees of Westcott Village Hall 
have decided to invite Stace LLP to take up the role of Project Manager and 
to provide cost consultancy services for the project to redevelop the sites in 
Institute Road and Furlong Road.  

The appointment follows a selection process from a group of several providers 
who tendered for these services and a recommendation by the Development 
Group that Stace be appointed, based on a combination of cost, experience/
reputation and the fact that their lead professional for the project lives in Epsom. 
Stace’s immediate task is to help the Development Group appoint architects 
and planning consultants to the project who will be producing and advising on 
such options for the two sites as may enable a new community building to be 
funded. In due course these will be presented to the village for consultation. 

One other ‘process’ step that is being implemented immediately, and which 
may generate visible activity in the coming weeks, is that consultants will be 
undertaking some ecology surveys, i.e. checking for the presence of wildlife on 
the sites whose habitat may need to be safeguarded. 

Bernd Ratzke
On behalf of the Westcott Village Hall Development Group

6th April 2023

This great photo was sent 
in by Hayley Macdiarmid, 
and it was too good not 

to share. Please send 
in any stunning photos 
of Westcott that you 

have and I will include 
them when I can. You’re 

a talented bunch out 
there!
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Building Plans 
For Home Improvements & Extensions 

Many local projects completed 
Planning & Building Regulations Approvals 

Fast Efficient Service 
“Established over 30 years” 

MICHAEL LLOYD 
CEng MICE MIHT 

Phone: 01483 205479 or 07958 791402 
For free consultation 

Email: michael@lloydplanning.london 

Colin Campbell
Local Electrician

T:  01306 883 126
M: 07770 760 581

colincampbell146@btinternet.com

 Registered Part P 
 Approved Contractor 

We are a local tree surgery company offering all 
aspects of tree works by our qualified and fully 
insured team.  

info@ttasurreyltd.co.uk 
0800 1978490 

Sundown Cottage, Guildford Road, Westcott, Surrey, RH4 3QE 

• Tree surgery 

• Felling 

• Stump removal 

• Planting 

• Hedge cutting 

• Consultancy 

• Oak Processionary 
Moth treatment & 
nest removal  

Westcott based 

 

 

  
Manor Farm, Wotton 

Belted Galloway Beef For Sale 

Naturally Reared, Grass Fed,  

Dry Aged 28 days 

Fully Traceable From Farm to Fork 

info@manorfarmsurrey.com 

www.manorfarmsurrey.com 

01306 730922 
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    Tuesday 9th May 2023  - Indochina

The Arts Society Dorking offers enjoyable opportunities to increase knowledge 
and appreciation of all aspects of the arts. We have a monthly programme 
of illustrated talks given by professional speakers, and our next talk will 
take us to the historic background of Indochina, of ancient Hindu temples, 
Buddhist pagodas and Chinese styles palaces which were transformed by 
the addition of French architecture depicted by French artists as paradisical 
and romantic.

 We meet in the Dorking Halls with the talks 
starting at 10:30am but with a chance to 
meet beforehand for coffee from 9:30am. 
We look welcome visitors as well as new 
members.  Please visit our website to obtain 
more information and book your visit www.
theartssocietydorking.org.uk
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01306 740555

Anthony Wakefi eld & Company Ltd is authorised & regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority with reference: 307545. 
Company number: 01756254. Our registered offi ce is 4 Guildford Road, Westcott, Surrey RH4 3NR.

Insurance that gives you 
peace of mind.
 Private Clients
 Business Cover
 Listed Buildings
 Valuables, Antiques & Art

www.anthonywakefi eld.com

Sherlock Funeral Service 
130-year-old, independent, 

family business. 

• Funeral Directors & Monumental 
Masons 

• Private Service Chapel & Rest 
Rooms 

• Home visits if required 
• Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

 

Trellis House 
190 South Street  
Dorking RH4 2ES 
T: 01306 882266 
E: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk 

Sherlock Funeral Service 
is a part of Stoneman 
Funeral Service as of 

2010. 

Lawn Mowing
Lawn Treatments
Garden Tidy Ups
Turfing
Hedge Cutting
Pressure washing

Dorking and surrounding areas

07905 160765
phil@philsmowingdorking.co.uk
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Surrey Hills 
International Music Festival

2-13 May 2023
CONCERTS - WALKS - TALKS

Surrey Hills International Music Festival is a Registered Charity No.1171264

Tue 2 May   Guided Walk & Young Artists Concert 
    West Horsley Place

Fri 5 May   Tenebrae - Sacred Choral Works
     Holy Trinity Church, Guildford

Sun 7 May   Julian Bliss Quintet - Jazz in Hollywood 
    RHS Hilltop at RHS Garden Wisley

Tue 9 May   Guided Walk & Young Artists Concert 
     St James’ Church, Shere

Thu 11 May  Gary Hoffman cello & Wu Qian piano  
    The Menuhin Hall, Stoke d’Abernon

Sat 13 May   Sitkovetsky Trio & Friends
    The Menuhin Hall, Stoke d’Abernon

Tickets now on sale via 

https://shimf.co.uk
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RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
AGRICULTURAL • SCHOOLS • ACOUSTIC

 HOARDING • GATES • SECURITY 

RICHARDSON & BRADS FENCING LTD
T: 01306 640 143 - 01483 414 745

E: INFO@RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK
W: WWW.RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK

A: 168 SOUTH STREET, DORKING, SURREY, RH4 2ES
UNIT 45 MARTLANDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, SMARTS HEATH LANE, MAYFORD, GU22 0RQ 
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       SURREY HILLS SCHOOL YEAR 6 CAKE SALE

On Friday, 17th March, which was also Red Nose Day, 
some of the year 6 pupils at Surrey Hills school took it upon 
themselves to raise some money for their favourite save 
the environment charities with a cake sale. The project 
was named POP – Protect our planet. The two charities 
that the children are supporting are We are Antarctica 
and Marine Life.

Parents and teachers very much took a back seat on this 
as the kids ran with their own initiative and drive to make 

it all happen. They baked all the cakes, confectionary and biscuits themselves, 
took the idea to Mr Coles who supported the project, created posters and 
marketing material and then ran the stalls. All up they have raised close to £200 
in this one event, and enabled lots of parents, children and teachers to have a 
cup of tea and a sweet snack as they ended the school week.

Huge congratulations to them all.

Andy Taylor
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‘Kingfisher’ Farm Shop
Flower Shop

 Visit us or order from our website. 
kingfisherfarmshop.com  
01306 730 703   

Save the date...  
Surrey Day  13th May

10am - 2pm

Meet Local Producers
Join a Watercress Tour
  Enjoy Artisan Tastings

 
 
 

 
 

Groundwork and 
Drainage Engineers 

 
Sewage Treatment Plants, Septic 

Tanks and Soakaways 
 

Foundations, Concreting, 
Surface and Foul Drainage 

 

LEITH HILL PLANT LTD OCKLEY SURREY RH5 5LX 
www.lhpl.co.uk 

Phone 01306 628412 or email 
info@lhpl.co.uk 

Established 1992 
Fully Insured  

 
Soft interiors 

By 
Josephine 

 
BESPOKE HIGH 

Quality CURTAINS, ROMAN BLINDS AND 
soft furnishings  

 
PERSONAL AND FRIENDLY advice on 

design 
 

Fitting service available 
 
 

        Telephone:  01306 644802 (Home) 
                              07767 771777 (Mobile) 
        Email:        josoftinteriors@gmail.com 
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     WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP 
and water in this estate and converted 
it into an elegant seat to which he 
gave the present appellation.” 

In 1768 Malthus sold it to Richard 
Fuller (the Fuller family were bankers 
from whom NatWest Bank eventually 
emerged) and considerably enlarged 
by them. After passing through several 
generations of Fullers it was sold in 1894 
to Mr Brooke of Brooke Bond tea fame, 
who owned and lived at the nearby 
estate of Leylands in Sheephouse 
Lane. The actual transaction was to 
Landowners Ltd., a development 
company, of which Arthur Brooke was 
the Managing Director. In subsequent 
years various properties were disposed 
of and former farmland was neatly 
parcelled up for sale as desirable 
building sites. Coast Hill Lane and 
Deerleap Road were developed in 
this way. 

The house was requisitioned by the 
Army during WW2 and after its release, 

in poor condition, the 
new owners subdivided  
it into eleven let 
apartments, as a 
temporary measure. 
It was eventually 
demolished in 1962 
and replaced by the 
present terrace of 
houses.

As it has turned out, 
the most lasting and 

80 years ago – an extract from the 
Dorking Advertiser in 1943

“The Rookery Estate at Westcott, 
including the cottages, market 
garden, etc., has been bought by 
Universal Estates Ltd. 

The new owners intend to develop 
the estate when circumstances permit 
but they have declared their intention 
of maintaining as far as possible the 
beauties of the Rookery district - 
beauties which have been admired 
by many thousands of hikers who, in 
happier days, have walked through 
the Rookery to the Tillingbourne Valley 
and on to Leith Hill country.”

Early in the 18th century the Rookery 
was an obscure farmhouse called 
Chert Gate. The estate was bought in 
1750 by Daniel Malthus who, says John 
Timbs in his Picturesque Promenade 
round Dorking (1824) “took advantage 
of the beauties of the hill, dale, woods 
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remedial roofing 
• provided or intended for people with roof issues and deficiencies. 
“remedial roofing”We specialise in:

New roofs, 
slate & tiled roof 

specialists

ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED

Recommended, vetted & monitored local traders and service providers. Recommended by 
previous customers, vetted by Checkatrade, monitored via customer feedback. Obtain an up-to-

date report of remedial roofing on www.checkatrade.com

All roof repairs, 
moss removal & 
gutter clearance

New uPVC 
Fascia, soffit & 

guttering

Flat roofs, 
traditional felt & 
GRP fibreglass

Call us today for a FREE quotation on:

01306 304736 | 07852 833802                         

info@remedialrooÞng.co.uk                                                     
www.remedialrooÞng.co.uk


Average Score 10/10

Monthly Supper Club 

Logmore Lane,  

Westcott 

£65 pp 

Coming Soon 

 

info@thewestcotttable.co.uk 

     @thewestcotttable 

BUY, SELL or LET
your property with…

Local  People  • Local  Knowledge • Local  Experts

27 South Street, Dorking, Surrey  RH4 2JZ
www.seymours-estates.co.uk

Seymours Dorking
01306 776674

sales@seymours-dorking.co.uk
lettings@seymours-dorking.co.uk 
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pleasing feature of The Rookery has 
been the footpath that throughout the 
existence of the great house provided 
public access across the lawns that 

swept from the mansion down to the 
lake. The path survives, it is part of 
the Greensand Way, and now forms 
the eastern boundary of the Rookery 
Terrace. The Rookery Lakes, which 
were both ornamental and practical, 
insofar as they provided the water for 
the Rookery’s two mills and later were 
stocked with freshwater oysters, are 
fenced off and hidden away behind 
a row of trees. 

John Clachan

     WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP (cont.)

                     Sofa Poet 

Mole Valley Poets invite you to join us and meet Ann Pelletier-
Topping as our guest poet on Monday 5th June from 7.30pm 
to 10pm in the Narnia Room, The Old House, West Street, Dorking RH4 1BY

Placed second in the 2019 National Poetry Competition Anne will join us 
as our poet on the sofa when she will read and discuss her own work and 
inspirations, and encourage, motivate and inspire participation in writing on 
the night. Born in French-speaking Montreal, Ann Pelletier-Topping lives in 
Devon. She has been writing since 2012 but her interest in poetry began in 
2015 while doing a Creative Writing module at the Open University. Writing 
and reading poetry have since become a little haven of happiness. She 
won second prize in the National Poetry Competition (2019) and her poems 
have been published in Moor Poets’ Isolation Diaries (2020) as well as in their 
Fourth Anthology. She belongs to a Poetry Seminar Group, led by Greta 
Stoddart of the Poetry School, and to Black Ven Stanza (Exeter), led by 
Sarah Acton. When she’s not writing, she teaches French in Totnes.

For all poetry lovers Admission: £10. Tickets from TicketSource on https://
www.ticketsource.co.uk/mole-valley-poets/t-gajqojk

More details of Mole Valley Poets activity on www.molevalleypoets.co.uk



30

As we enter our 9th year, we celebrate passing the £7,000 mark in prizes 
to our members and £10,000 given to good causes and projects in the 
village (from the Christmas tree to supporting the school). We still have 
a fund of around £5,000 ready and waiting for the next round of grants. 
These funds are open for applications from any Westcott club, society or 
individual – just give us a shout and we’ll be happy to have a discussion 
with you.

We held the AGM and March draw in the Prince of Wales (thank you to 
Dean for doing the honours) – the winning numbers are 117 (£137.50) and 
62 (£68.75). Our next draw will be held in June. We have room for more 
members, and the more members we have, the bigger the prizes get and 
the more money we raise for the village.

For more information on joining the scheme or for the process for applying 
for funds from the scheme, please email us at westcott.100.club@gmail.
com.

We look forward to hearing from you soon.

      Alda Andreotti (Chair), 
Edwin Harland (Treasurer), 

                          Richard Packer (Secretary)

The Westcott 100 Club is a Small Society Lottery registered with Mole Valley DC no. 48965.
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We had so many brilliant entries for our WESTfest programme cover competition 
it was really hard for the team to choose a winner! Thank you to all who entered. 

    WESTFEST COVER COMPETITION ENTRIES
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Monday May 8th 2023 is the 8th 
annual WESTfest, this time heralding 
the coronation of our new King and 
celebrating our village community in 
majestic style! A coronation parade and 
celebration took place in Westcott in 
1953, complete with ‘Queen Elizabeth II’ 

in full fancy dress regalia, so we’re delighted that 70 years on, ‘King Charles and 
Queen Camilla’ are coming to WESTfest to open the show (arriving with Dan 
Brown’s horses and carriage), accompanied by the wonderful Surrey Hills All 
Saints school choir singing the National Anthem! 

This year our eclectic mix of live music includes the stately 20-piece Cobham 
brass band, then upping the ante, the Dorking Rock Choir will belt out familiar 
rock sing-a-longs, so make sure you’ve had a beer from Prince of Wales, or 
G&T from Silent Pool and are ready to join in! We’re hugely grateful again to 
Westcott’s resident dog expert John Venn from Surrey Hills Dog Training, back to 
judge the Fun Dog Show.  To round off the afternoon in rollicKING style our brilliant 
compere and DJ, G-Man Baker will blast out his favourite dance ANTHEMS… 
You can’t say that’s not a cracKING line-up! 

WESTfest has become a key part of Westcott’s village identity (it’s like the annual 
whole village street party!) so come on down to Cradhurst Recreation Ground, 
via Cradhurst Close, Chapel Lane or Springfield Road and join in the fun. Don’t 
forget to bring the dog on a lead, some CASH and your royal fancy dress – but 
please leave your car at home as we have no event parking. 

12.00 SHOW OPENING - Surrey Hills All Saints Choir
12.15 D2D Academy Dancers  

1.00 The Cobham Band 
1.45 Rock Choir 

2.30 Fun Dog Show
3.00 DJ G-Man’s Dance ANTHEMS

3.50 Raffle draw 
4pm Close

PS THANK YOU SO MUCH for all the brilliant entries for our Programme Cover 
Competition! Hopefully you’ll see your entry printed on the previous page!

            A RIGHT ROYAL WESTFEST
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01306 711293
edebros.co.uk

• Established 1926, 
Capel-based 
and family owned

• For STRESS-FREE
local, national and
worldwide moves

• Contact us 
for your FREE
estimate...

 

  
  
  
  
  
  

Faye and her team are friendly, reliable 
cleaners who can solve all your  

household chores.  
Working in Westcott for 12 years.  

Local references available.  
Phone 07590 276238  
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   SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS PRIMARY SCHOOL
We had a great Easter build up in 
school. The children really enjoyed 
our Easter Bonnet Parade and looked 
forward to an Easter Egg Hunt and 
the BIG Easter breakfast. Our visit to 
the church was fantastic and I’d 
like to extend my thanks to Tim and 
the whole Church team for being so 
fantastically involved and supportive. 
We are so lucky to have you.
 
I would again like to thank F@SH for 
their continuing hard work on behalf 
of us all. They have helped the whole 
school in so many ways and the library 
crew have completed absolute 
sterling work - I’m thinking there is a 
business opportunity here! Huge thank 
you. After the Easter break, F@SH will 
be surging ahead with next projects 
including supporting new PE uniform 
ideas and of course the upcoming 
Teddy Bears picnic and a whole host 
of other events.

Our Friday celebration assemblies 
are certainly exciting places to 
be, and you are all very welcome 
to join whether you have been 
alerted to your child being a star 
of the week or not. We celebrate 
attendance, house points, sporting 
fixtures involvement, outside of school 
achievements and we always have 
a class of the week. Don’t forget to 
look at the School Website regularly. 
There is much to celebrate and be 
thankful for at our amazing school. It is 
only so great because of the brilliant 

children, hardworking dedicated 
staff, amazing F@SH and volunteers, 
Mr Hall our musical director and a 
whole host of people from the Trust 
and the wider community. 

Easter story

Bees have been learning all about 
the Easter Story. During Forest School 
they celebrated the arrival of Jesus 
into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. 
 

Forest school
Hedgehogs class have been enjoying  
our science topic of Conservation, 
Living things and their Habitats. As 
well as some three little pigs work, 
linking to our English writing this half 
term too.  



36



37

    SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS SCHOOL (cont.)

during their 5 matches, scored an 
incredible 21 goals (only conceding 
5). They won 3 matches, drew 1 and 
narrowly lost 1. They finished 2nd and 
will be shortly receiving their silver 
medals. They also won the Small 
School’s Trophy.

Year 5 had their tournament the 
following day and also played 
brilliantly. They won 4 of their 5 
matches and drew one. They were 
triumphant and won the tournament! 
Gold medals will shortly be rewarded.
All the girls showed fantastic team 
spirit and I am incredibly proud of 
them all!

Flight story

Squirrels Class made their own paper 
planes and enjoyed flying them 
outside. This was to inspire them to 
write an adventure story involving 
a child and a paper aeroplane.  
Consequently, the children have 
written about paper planes 
descending into the sea, being stuck 
in trees and being taken by a group 
of bullies! Thankfully each problem 
was resolved and so the stories all 
have happy endings. 

Netball Tournaments
Year 5 and 6 girls took part in the 
Dorking Schools’ Netball Tournaments 
with great success! The year 6 girls, 
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          Dorking Local History Group

The DLHG continues its popular programme of both live and Zoom talks 
on a fascinating range of topics.  These are free to members, but non-
members are welcome.   

There is one live talk in May, Way House: Brockham’s Pioneering Orphanage: 
Local historian Tony Hines talks about the orphanage founded in 1859 by 
the Honourable Mrs Emmeline Way, a Victorian philanthropist passionate 
about improving the lives of poor children. 

Monday 15th May at Crossways Community Baptist Church, Junction Road, 
Dorking RH4 3HB, 7.15 for 7.30pm, £2 at the door for non-members

CELEBRATE
100  YEARS

OF OUR PEASLAKE 

VILLAGE HALL

ROARING 20S BASH
JUNE 24 6-LATE

AT THE HALL
MUSIC, DANCING, DRINKS, FOOD, FUN

COME  AS A FLAPPER GIRL, DAPPER 
GENT, GANGSTER OR COME AS YOU ARE

TICKETS £12 - AVAILABLE IN APRIL

 
 
 

 
  

 
 

Saturday 20th May 
2.00 pm at the 

Coldharbour Memorial Ground 
Live Music, Punch & Judy, Tug-o-War, 

Magic Show, Raffle, Face Painting, Gifts, 
Books, Produce, Tombola, Coconut Shy, 

Teas, Beer, Pimms, BBQ, 
Fun Dog Show 

Kids’ Coronation Fancy Dress Competition 

Lots of Fun for Everyone 
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World Book Day
All the children dressed up as their 
favourite book character for World 
Book Day. There were lots of fantastic 
characters and costumes!
 

Titanic Wow Day
As part of your child’s learning about 
the Titanic within their ‘What made 
the unsinkable sink?’ topic, we 

planned a ‘first 
class afternoon 
tea’ experience.
The children 
dressed up 
as a first-class 
p a s s e n g e r 
and enjoyed 
an afternoon 
with tea of 
sandwiches and 

scones with their classmates.
 
It was fun way 
of exploring 
how first-class 
p a s s e n g e r s 
would have 
travelled on the 
Titanic in 1912.

Simon Coles
Headteacher

    SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS SCHOOL (cont.)

         Ladybirds Choir

THAT’S SHOW BUSINESS!

The Ladybirds Choir presents a selection of songs from the world of 
entertainment.

Saturday 10 June at 4pm in the United Reformed Church Hall, Dorking.

Raising funds for The Meeting Room, a charity which supports homeless, 
socially isolated and vulnerable people in Leatherhead, Ashtead and 
Epsom.
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01306 640418

01306 640418

Established Local Family Business

Established Local Family Business

Over 20 Years Experience

Internal & External

Commercial & Domestic

Friendly, First Class Service

Surrey / Sussex / Greater London

Over 20 Years Experience

Internal & External

Commercial & Domestic

Friendly, First Class Service

Surrey / Sussex / Greater London

Guildford Road • Westcott RH4 3QE

0 1 3 0 6  8 8 5 3 7 9
WESTCOTT

 Friendly village garage

 Superb service

 Good value

 MoT’s arranged

  Member of Guild of 
Master Craftsmen

• Quality Flowers • Personal Service • Customer Satisfaction •

• Wedding Specialists •
• Qualified Florists • Fresh Flowers & Plants • Local Delivery •

• Varied Gift Selection • Corporate Functions • Special Occasions •
• Funeral Tribute Specialists • Interflora Worldwide •

66 High Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1AY
T: 01306 883511  • E: fbe@btconnect.com

www.flowersbyelaine.co.uk

A6 advert.qxp_Layout 1  25/05/2017  02:44  Page 1

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Surrey Downs Tree Care is based in 
Westcott with over 30 years of 

experience 
All aspects of tree care and hedge 

management undertaken 
 

Contact us on 01306 875146 or 
07855232552 
Email Surreydownstc@gmail.com 
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          DORKING MUSEUM
At the time of writing, the Museum team 
– and our many friends, supporters and 
visitors – remain frustrated that roof 
repairs necessitated by the fire in the 
adjacent building are still incomplete 
so we are unable to confirm a re-
opening date for the main building.   
Please check our website or social 
media pages, listings or posters for 
further news. The team are still dealing 
with archives, enquiries, talks, loan 
boxes, school and youth visits, and, 
of course, the activities that do not 
depend on museum access or can be 
relocated. 
 
Coronation Activity:  We are pleased 

to be 
w o r k i n g 
w i t h 
D o r k i n g 
L i b r a r y 
during the 
Museum’s 
closure and 
our family 
a c t i v i t y 
there at the 

end of April was a Coronation crafts 
event.  This was accompanied by a 
display of souvenirs and slideshow 
of photos showing how the people 
of Dorking celebrated previous 
coronations.  This will remain on display 
at the Library until after the coronation. 

Activities at Dorking Library: Following 
the success of recent cooperation, the 
Museum team will be offering a family 

activity every month at Dorking Library, 
tied in to Surrey County Council’s 
monthly theme for libraries. All activities 
are aimed at 4–11-year-olds, are free 
and materials are provided. Children 
must be accompanied. The session 
on Wednesday May 31st, 10am-12 
noon, follows the SCC’s theme of 
Local History. Come and explore some 
artefacts from the Museum. What can 
they tell us about Dorking’s past?  Can 
you draw them? Can you sort the 
objects from oldest to newest?

Walking in Dorking:  The Museum’s 
programme of guided walks offers a 
variety of opportunities to take a fresh 
look at the area’s rich heritage.  In the 
town centre, a highly popular Dorking 
Historic Pub Walk reveals stories of 
hostelries, pubs and inns both past 
and present – and of the behaviour 
and misbehaviour of their landlords 
and customers.  The first of the season 
takes place on Saturday 13th May at 
6pm. See Dorking as you have never 
seen it before on the guided walk 
of Hidden Historic Dorking, pointing 
out the hidden treasures you may 
walk past every day: Sunday 14th 
May, 11am. New this season, the 
Family Treasure Hunt for young history 
detectives (£4 per family) offers a prize 
for all participating children: Tuesday 
30th May, 2pm.  All town walks leave 
from the Museum.

On the edge of town, a Betchworth 
Castle tour includes exclusive access 

Coronation of George V, 1911
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CHANGE OF DAY AND TIME 

 
 
Starting on Tuesday 11th April the Mid Surrey Community Fridge van 

will be visiting Westcott every Tuesday  
opening at 2:45pm 

 
 

It will stay in the village for around half an hour from opening at  
St John’s Chapel in Chapel Lane 

 
 

These changes will hopefully enable the food offer to improve (there 
are collections on Monday from various sources) 

Once the new day and time has operated throughout April we will 
review the situation to assess its success or not 

 
 

Please come along and stop this food going to landfill  
If you can make a small donation, it would be appreciated - we rely 

upon these donations (£2.50 is suggested) 
 
 

Bring your shopping bags, bring your friends, pick up for your 
neighbour 
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to the 
C a s t l e 
enclosure: 
S u n d a y 
14th May, 
2 p m , 
from the 
entrance 

to Betchworth Park Golf Club. The 
walk on the Deepdene Trail takes in 
the grotto, woodland walks, parterre 
and temple, and offers exclusive 
access to the grade 2* listed Hope 
family Mausoleum: Sunday 21st May, 
2pm, from the Dorking Golf Club. 

All walks last around an hour and 
a half and should be booked in 
advance: details and booking at 
dorkingmuseum.org.uk/guided-walks-
around-dorking/. Walks may also be 
arranged for private groups on these 
or other itineraries: see website for 
details, enquiries and group booking.  

South Street Caves tours:  One of 
Dorking’s most popular attractions, 
the 17th century South Street Caves 
lie beneath Dorking’s busy streets, 
complete with graffiti carved into the 

walls, the oldest dating back to 1666.  
A series of staircases, galleries, wine 
vaults and chambers lead down to 
the ‘Mystery Chamber’, 50 feet below 
street level.  Guided tours are on 27th 
May and the last Saturday of each 
month. Tours start at 10am, 11am, 
1pm and 2pm, each lasting about 45 
minutes and led by a trained guide.  
For details and open day bookings 
see dorkingmuseum.org.uk/south-
street-caves/.  Private group bookings 
may also be made, e-mail caves@
dorkingmuseum.org.uk to arrange a 
date. 

Get involved: To strengthen and build 
on existing activities and develop new 
community initiatives, volunteers are 
urgently required who can commit 
a few hours in the Museum, in the 
community and/or working from 
home and can bring their skills to key 
functional roles in events, children’s 
and youth activities, guided walks 
and social media. Training is provided.  
Additional volunteers are also 
urgently required for the front desk 
and delivering the visitor experience.  
Please see dorkingmuseum.org.uk/
about/volunteer-opportunities, where 
some of the opportunities are detailed 
and/or an online application form is 
available. 

Dorking Museum, 62 West 
Street, Dorking RH4 1BS.  www.
dorkingmuseum.org.uk.

          DORKING MUSEUM (cont.)
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JAZ2
SOPHISTICATED DINNER JAZZ

The Best of Sophisticated, Melodic Jazz
Add a little musical magic to your garden party/ 
anniversary/charity event or any kind of celebration, 
indoors or outdoors….
Featuring Ralph Sutton (piano) Cathy Williams (vocals), 
let JAZ2 entertain you and your guests with the best in 
sophisticated, melodic jazz...

Past Performances:
❖  Polesden Lacey Lazy Summer Sunday Jazz Afternoons
❖  Denbies Wine Estate
❖  8-year residency at Royal Academy of  Arts, Piccadilly, London
❖  Hilton Hotel, BT Tower, National Portrait Gallery, and 

many others in London
Music is great, sound quality is excellent, fees are very 
reasonable…..why wait?

Just call or email me for a chat about your requirements

www.jaz2.com Ralph Sutton: 01306 886826 or 07836 275102 
email at ralph@jaz2.com
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            ABINGER NURSERY
Spotting the first signs of spring has 
always been a favourite pastime 
at the nursery and we are so lucky 
so be able to take trips into the 
beautiful countryside around us to 
see what crops up. Conkers have 
been conquering (!) children’s hearts 
forever so we are itching for them to 
grow! So Henny showed us the big 
conker tree and the buds that will 
grow into wonderful oners and terrific 
twoers (for the older generation 
among us!). We also found lots of 
daffodils brightening up the village 
and plenty of blossom decorating the 
trees.  

Many of us are avid dog lovers and 
this is no different at the Evelyn Hall. 
We have been having a super time 
taking it in turns to be the nursery 
puppy! So much so that we decided 
to hold our own pretend puppy agility 
class. We split up into pairs and one of 
us was the puppy and the other the 
owner. The owners took their puppies 
around the course and encouraged 
them to balance along the beam, 
jump over the hurdles and crawl 
through the tunnel! Watch out Crufts!

We really enjoy being part of this 
lovely community that is often so 
rare in this day and age.  We have 
strong links with St James’ Church 
and look forward to Kia visiting us. 
This month one of  our siblings was 
getting christened and in honour 
of this Kia taught us all about what 

would happen.  We all had a turn at 
pouring some water onto our baby 
doll’s heads!

Our Bake Off 
was a huge 
success with 
c o p i o u s 
c a k e s 
and crafts 
enjoyed by 
many. Thank 
you to all 
those who 
came and 

supported us - we hope you had as 
much fun (and chocolate) as we did!

If you have 
a child 
l o o k i n g 
to start  
N u r s e r y 
p l e a s e 
d o n ’ t 
h e s i t a t e 
to get in 
t o u c h .  
S p a c e s 
a r e 
filling up fast but there are still some 
afternoon sessions left and we are 
taking applications for all sessions in 
September.  Please call 07842 978823 
or email abingercommonnursery@
gmail.com  We can’t wait to show 
you around!

Kate Fairbrass



46

Accountants for Life

T: 01306 880880
E: partners@bullimores.co.uk

W: www.bullimores.co.uk
Bullimores LLP licensed to carry out the reserved legal activity 
of non-contentious probate in England & Wales by the ICAEW

 Tax • Accounts • Probate
Inheritance Tax & 

Executorship

ECO LOGS
Cut, split & seasoned hardwoods  
from local woodland restoration

Bulk grab bags & kindling 
delivered

www.ecologs.net

01306 712850    07765 214647

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

LOCAL PAINTING AND  
DECORATING COMPANY
House Painting * Windows * Doors * 

Ceilings * Walls  * Frames  
Paper Hanging 

 

SURREY TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATIONS
FULL LIABILITY INSURANCE

07876 130 016
jhnsmthrs@aol.com

jspaintingandbuildingservices.co.uk
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            MUSIC IN DORKING
20th at 7.30, Surrey Phil. Orchestra at Ashtead Peace Memorial Hall, £15, 01372 275907
24th at 7.15, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £19, 01306 881717

May seems to be rather quiet for concerts in Dorking. The Surrey Philharmonic 
Orchestra, playing in Ashtead, has a programme of Viennese classics by Mozart 
and Beethoven. Under guest conductor Claudio di Meo they will play Mozart’s 
dramatic overture to his opera Don Giovanni and his Linz symphony, a fine work 
written in that little Austrian town. Then the violinist Joshua Hugo von Bohlen 
will be the soloist in Beethoven’s lyrical violin concerto, a work showing the 
composer in a consistently bright and cheerful mood.

The Dorking Halls has a screening of Tchaikovsky’s Sleeping Beauty, live from the 
Royal Ballet in London. As well as the beautiful music, this production will feature 
Oliver Messel’s sumptuous fairytale set designs.

Ian Codd
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Cuckoo

Identifying birds by their songs can 
be tricky; but you know at least one 
– the male cuckoo, which calls its 
name across our local commons in 
early summer. The female voice is 
an excited trilling also described as 
bubbling. 

As April arrives with a distinctive 
call “Cuck – Koo” and the habit 
of conning other smaller birds into  
rearing its chicks, the cuckoo has  
a major place in our folklore. From 
letters to The Times, music by Delius 
and the old country saying ‘The  
hawk never strikes when the cuckoo 
calls’, it is known even to those with 
little interest in wildlife.

A slim, grey, long-tailed bird with a 
small head, its general appearance 
can be confused with a hawk. it 
perches almost horizontally and flies 

          DORKING AND DISTRICT RSPB
with very rapid shallow wingbeats, 
often low and far. Many mornings 
on Bookham Common I’ve hopefully 
watched a fly past only to have the 
bird disappear in the distance before 
landing. On Thursley Common, a  
more obliging bird has been 
encouraged by photographers who 
feed him and over the past eleven 
years has become known as Colin. 
At the time of writing, whether he  
will come a twelfth time for this  
summer is not known.  

Cuckoo are in trouble, almost  
certainly from changing climate and 
habitats on their long migrations to 
tropical Africa. The availability of 
satellite tracking kit small enough 
to attach to birds has told us a lot  
more about the journeys these birds 
make. You can follow the journeys  
and discover a lot more about 
cuckoos at https://www.bto.org/our-
science/projects/cuckoo-tracking-
project

If you want to learn more about  
birds locally, get in touch with Dorking 
and District RSPB local group via its 
website https://ww2.rspb.org.uk/
groups/dorkinganddistrict/ or by 
Facebook (RSPB Dorking).   

Jonathan Groves
Dorking and District RSPB Local Group
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PAS FINANCIAL AND MORTGAGE 

SOLUTIONS LTD 
  
  

Tel 01306 881399 
  
Mobile 07710-854040 
  
E mail paulstacey88@gmail.com 

26 Furlong Road, Westcott Surrey RH4 3PR 
  
For  Mortgages and Protection 
  
A local and Friendly Service, tailored 
to your needs based in Westcott 
  
PAS Financial and Mortgage Solutions Ltd 
is an Appointed Representative of Pink 
Home Loans. Pink Home Loans is a trading 
name of Advance Mortgage Funding     
Limited which is authorised and regulated 
by the Financial Conduct Authority.  
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         QRMW

On 2nd April we had a very successful 
Easter Egg Hunt which was enjoyed 
by many local children and families. It 
was great fun, the rain stopped, and 
we raised some much appreciated 
funds which have gone into the 
Memorial Fund. All monies raised by 
QRMW are used for the upkeep of 
the Memorial Woodland and to assist 
those Veterans who are going through 
a difficult time, all of us who work for 
the Charity are volunteers.

The woodland is looking beautiful 
now that Spring is fully with us and 
the longer days are encouraging 
the plants, shrubs and trees to come 
alive and the birds are incredibly busy 
making their nest some are already 
feeding young. Spring is such a lovely 
time of the year and full of promise.

Our next important event is on June 
10th; it is our 9th Anniversary of officially 
opening and a Commemoration 
Service will take place at the 
woodland. Four families who have 
lost loved ones will be honouring them 
and planting saplings. This is a very 
special event, a day of remembrance 

plus celebration, at which we will have 
the Redhill Band and Corp of Drums, 
Veteran singer Rodney Dell, BBQ, Bar 
and a number of stalls including some 
lovely crafts, merchandise, bottle 
tombola and grand raffle. EVERYONE 
is welcome so do put it in your diaries 
to come and join us at 12.30 on 
Saturday 10th June. Belmont School 
are allowing visitors to park in their car 
parks and we will be running a shuttle 
service which means our car park is 
free for the vintage military vehicles 
which will be on display. 

We are thrilled to have been informed 
by the CEO that his young Cadets 
from Frimley and Camberley Cadet 
Corp will be joining us as usual,  these 
young people are the only cadets 
who are allowed to wear the Queen’s 
Regiment Cap Badge in the UK. 

Visitors to the woodland are always 
welcome, bring a picnic and enjoy 
the peace and tranquility of our lovely 
woodland. We are open 24/7, if we 
are not present you can park at the 
front of the main car park and walk in 
the side gate. If we are there then the 
Visitors’ Centre will be open and you 
can enjoy the collection of military 
memorabilia that the families of those 
Veterans who are honoured at the 
woodland have donated to us for all 
to enjoy.

Paul Cooling
Chairman, QRMW
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Pop Up . Lifestyle . Homewares
Crea�ve Makers Markets

Accessories & Gi�ing

Join our mailing list
www.dapperandsuave.uk

Abinger Medieval Fair
The spectacular Abinger Medieval Fair will take place on Saturday 10th 
June 2023 from 2pm to 5pm, Abinger Common, RH5 6JD

This quintessentially English, wonderful village fair is where villagers and 
visitors dress up in Medieval costume. Together they raise funds for local 
amenities and charities. This year sees the return of the amazing Rosie and 
her team of Mini Ponies. There will be all the usual medieval themed stalls and 
refreshments. Along with the procession, Maypole dancing, children’s races 
and music in St. James church. We know some people who find it difficult to 
walk or use a wheelchair at the fair.  Everyone is different, so please contact 
abingerfairsec@gmail.com and we will see how we can help.

Help is still needed at the fair. Can you volunteer an hour? Please contact  
abingerfairsec@gmail.com if you can.

We look forward to welcoming you to celebrate the 2023 Abinger Medieval 
Fair. More information: https://www.abingerfair.com/.
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THE QUICK RESPONSE MEMORIAL WOODLAND’S   
(Registered Charity No: 1174651) 

ANNUAL REUNION AND COMMEMORATION SERVICE 
 

Which will take place at 
THE QUEEN’S REGIMENT MEMORIAL WOODLAND 

Pasturewood Road, Holmbury St Mary RH5 6LG 
on 

SATURDAY 10TH JUNE 2023 
Commencing  at 12.30  

REDHILL CORP OF                                             VETERAN CROONER 
DRUMS AND BAND                                                  RODNEY DELL 

COMMEMORATION SERVICE IN HONOUR OF  
EX-QUEENSMEN 

 
Richard Neil Leathers—Ex-3rd Bn 

Michael Pritchard—Ex-1st Bn 
And Others TBA  

         BAR AND BBQ 
       RAFFLE, MERCHANDISE 
                    TOMBOLA 
           CAKES, CRAFTS AND 
                MERCHANDISE 

  

AALLLL  PPRROOCCEEEEDDSS  GGOO  TTOO    TTHHEE  MMEEMMOORRIIAALL  FFUUNNDD  
Email : qrmwcharity@gmail.com          Tel:  07444094700 

Facebook: QRMW Registered Charity 1174651      Web : www.qrmw.org 
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Garden Maintenance

O�  ce:   01306  898  917
Mobile: 07887  511  515

Garden and Grounds maintenance throughout the year

Complete garden and grounds maintenance and clearance
For more details on all services and my 3-stage lawn-care programme see website

• Complete lawn care & mowing
•  Granular & liquid lawn fertilisers
•  Moss control & complete weed 

treatment
• New poly-S technology
• Border maintenance

•  Fruit trees pruned
•  Hedge trimming
•  Leaf clearing
•  Hard stand jet washing
• Tur� ng & seeding
•  Plants supplied and planting

www.premiergardensdorking.co.uk • davidpremiergardens@gmail.com

Premier Gardens

Get IT Fixed
Get IT Connected

Expert Repair & Maintenance

ChalkHill Systems
www.chalkhillsystems.co.uk

We make technology work for you 

Call now on 01737 845980
Brockham based. No call out charges.

Fully transparent quotations with no hidden costs.

MicklehamParish News Dec 2013 63x88.indd   1 18/12/2013   18:26:00

WT Exterior Cleaning 

BEFORE

BEFORE

AFTER

Free  Estimates

www.wtexteriorcleaning.com

Call William Tooth  
07984  

883 555
Westcott, Dorking

HONESTY • INTEGRITY • EXCELLENCE

OAP  
Discounts

JET-CLEANING
• Patio’s

• Driveway’s
• Roofs

• Decking
• Walls

GUTTERS CLEARED AFTER
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Food For Thought
Many of us are trying to reduce our 
carbon footprint. Reducing our flights 
and car travel, turning the heating 
down, insulating our homes better. 
Yet, we are often thwarted, with 
the very basics of what we do on a 
weekly basis. Yes, I’m talking food.  
Food is one of the things in life we 
literally cannot do without and yet so 
much of what we consume week in 
week out, comes not from the UK but 
from places further afield adding to 
our carbon footprint.  

The recent salad shortage, which 
had many of us wondering how to 
replace our tomatoes in our cheese 
and tomato sandwich of a lunch 
time, got me thinking a little bit more 
about the food systems that are in 
place and how they just don’t make 
sense in terms of reducing our carbon 
output. In the winter months, Britain 
relies on Spain, Morocco, Tunisia and 
Egypt for the bulk of salad imports. 
However, this year these crops were 
affected by unusually cold weather in 
January, including intense night frosts 

          GREEN WESTCOTT
meaning a shortage in the salad 
department. Meanwhile, farmers in 
the UK and places across Europe that 
might ordinarily heat green houses 
to grow salad stuff, were reluctant to 
put the heating on due to the high 
energy prices, leaving reliance on the 
other suppliers which were hit by the 
weather! So, you can see this was a 
perfect storm.  

So, what is happening? President of 
the National Farmers’ Union (NFU), 
Minette Batters, criticised government 
policy, pointing out that botanical 
gardens with large glasshouses 
had received support with their 
energy bills through the energy relief 
scheme, while food producers with 
greenhouses, did not.  

British farms, particularly those in the 
production of salad, cucumbers and 
tomatoes are now producing the 
lowest amounts since 1985. Most British 
farmers cite the reason for the lower 
supplies as being increased costs for 
growers, mostly as a result of having 
to pay higher wages to workers amid 
labour shortages following Brexit. 
Andrew Opie, director of food and 
sustainability at the British Retail 
Consortium, said: “Difficult weather 
conditions in the south of Europe 
and Northern Africa have disrupted 
harvest for some fruit and vegetables, 
including tomatoes.” Jack Ward, CEO 
of the British Growers Association, 
said: “The industry is beginning to see 
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We advise on law but do much, much more!

JENNIFER  MARGRAVE
SOLICITORS  LLP

www.jennifermargrave.co.uk
Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority

SRA No. 533213

The Old Post Office, 130 Epsom Road,
Guildford, GU1 2PX

Tel: 01483 562722

E: enquiries@jennifermargrave.co.uk

Wills, Trusts & Probate
Lasting Powers of Attorneys
Court of Protection matters

NHS funding issues
Non-mortgage related

residential conveyancing

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

Dorking Pest Control
 Services Local Authority Approved Contractors

Experts in pest control 
throughout Surrey 

	 Office:	01306 743001
	 Ivor:	07710 117491
	 Chris:	07971 519415

Our Services Include:
Wasps, Bee Swarms, Hornets,
Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Fleas, Flies,
Ants, Cockroaches, Bed Bugs,
Rabbits, Moles, Foxes and Deer.

• Domestic, Commercial and Industrial

• Contract Work

• Preventative Control Programmes

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

• Felling • Tree Surgery 
• Pruning • Hedge • Cutti  ng

• All Types of Fencing Supplied & Erected 
• Fully Insured Free Esti mates

Tel: 01403 824048 
Mobile: 07714 689 824

CHEAP HARDWOOD 
LOGS FOR SALE
www.gbfencingandtreesurgery.co.uk

IMDT accredited trainer using proven science
based methods of positive, ethical, reward based 

training.  

Locally based my aim is to provide you with
informative - practical – fun learning, services include:

• Preparing for your new arrival - home set up/settling in
• Puppy through to adult training.
• Group classes and bespoke 1-2-1 training
• Behaviour consultations
• Focussed training workshops
• Hoopers classes

Contact:
John Venn
Tel: 07880 707467
Email: info@surreyhillsdogtraining.com
www.surreyhillsdogtraining.com
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          GREEN WESTCOTT (cont.)
the negative impact of last summer’s 
extreme temperatures and drought 
on UK crops.”
 
So, it seems clear that the problem 
is fundamentally one of climate 
change. With this being the case, 
further global warming is inevitable 
unless drastic changes are made 
to the way we all live. In 2019 the 
UK committed to reach net zero 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. 
Since then it has increased this 
ambition to align with long term 
targets aiming to reduce emissions to 
68% below those in 1990 by 2030.

However, there is a shortage of 
credible policy for the UK to achieve 
its 2030 target. The UK government 
was recently found in breach of the 
Climate Change Act by the High 
Court, for failing to transparently 
calculate and communicate the 
expected impact of its climate 
policies. In terms of the UK’s domestic 
emissions strategy, if all countries 
followed the UK’s current approach, 
global warming would reach up to 
3 degrees C which is 1.5 degrees 
above the maximum recommended 
level of global warming. 

With governments clearly not taking 
seriously the threat of global warming 
and the impacts this will undoubtedly 
have on food systems we have to 
make ourselves more self-sufficient 
and resilient. One way of doing this 

is to grow your own and to eat more 
seasonally. Do we really need salad in 
winter? Another option is to shop and 
buy locally sourced foods. We are 
lucky enough to live in an area where 
there are local suppliers. The more 
we support these small suppliers the 
better for the local community and 
the environment. 

In Westcott we have started a 
community garden in which we hope 
to grow and cultivate food for those 
in our community to eat. Please do 
come and join us if you want to get 
involved, we are there most Saturdays 
and everyone is most welcome. 

Whats On in May:
Meat-Free May
An excellent way to cut carbon 
emissions and benefit your health 
is to eat less meat.  There are lots of 
recipes and tips on nomeatmay.org

No Mow May
Help wildlife and give your lawnmower 
a break and let the grass grow long 
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Painters and Decorators

Working in Westcott 
since 1980

Our repeat clients prove our 
Quality and reliability

Phone for free estimates and 
local references

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.com
Tel: 01306 876110

Mobile: 07880848459

Shiers 
Decor

01483 284769
info@springreachnursery.co.uk
www.springreachnursery.co.uk

VISIT SURREY’S FINEST NURSERY
Just 5 mins from RHS Wisley

Buy homegrown plants direct from our nursery in Surrey. Local British produce of the 
highest quality direct from the grower.

We offer a fantastic range, all supported by expert advice and service.

Spring Reach Nursery
Long Reach
Ockham, GU23 6PG

Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm
Sunday 10:30am-4:30pmTrade enquiries welcome

Clematis Trees Hedging Ferns Shrubs

GrassesClimbersRosesPerennialsFruit

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.co.uk
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to allow plants like clover, selfheal, 
dandelions and daisies a chance to 
flower, and benefit pollinating insects 
too.  Meadows are one of the rarest 
habitats in the UK, with 97% of this 
habitat lost in Britain since World War 
II.

Every Flower Counts – 31st May  Take 
part in this citizen science project to 
help build a picture of which flowers 
are most abundant in our lawns 
and to understand how many bees 
your lawn can support. Get involved 
at https://www.plantlife.org.uk/
campaigns/nomowmay/

International Compost Awareness 
Week – 7th to 13th May
Healthy soil is vital to produce healthy 
food. By recycling vegetable peelings 
and garden prunings into compost, 
we create healthy soils that produce 
healthier food and higher yields. It 

also reduces the need for fertilizer 
and pesticides, improves water 
quality and conserves water, as well 
as stores carbon in soil - helping to 
reduce climate change.

The photo shows our newly-made 
compost bays at Westcott Community 
Garden!

(Cooked foods, meat and fish can be 
recycled via our green food waste 
bins, which are collected by the 
local council to produce biogas via 
anaerobic digestion.)

World Bee Day – 20th May
Bees and other pollinators play a 
vital role in keeping people and the 
planet healthy. Take time to find out 
more about the many challenges 
bees face today.  

Nancy Lund

          GREEN WESTCOTT (cont.)
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Award Winning Local Garage

www.dorkingservice.co.uk 01306 747050

Garage Services:

158 -160 South St 
Dorking 
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MOT
While U Wait

Tyres
At Web Competitive Prices
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All Makes & Models
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