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Westcott has a population of over 
2,000 and this is the only magazine 
written specifically for the Westcott 
area by the people of Westcott.  It 
is hand delivered, free of charge, to 
every household and further copies 
are available at the church, local 
shops, pub and doctor’s surgery.

If you have any articles, photos, 
letters, etc that you think we may  
like to feature in the next issue,  
please email the Editor on:

editor@westcottmag.com
But please note, publication will     
always be subject to space and at 
the discretion of the Editor.

Copy deadline for 
July/August issue:
8th June 2023

This magazine, published by the 
Church in Westcott, is printed on 
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 
accredited paper from a sustainable 
source. The views expressed are 
those of the individual writers and 
do not necessarily reflect the views 
of the Church, Editor or Westcott 
residents.

Cover photo - Landbarn Farm by Hayley Macdiarmid
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FROM THE EDITOR
I can’t believe we’ve 
made it to June 
already, It feels like 
spring has only just 
got going and now 
we’re heading into 
summer, helped by 

the good weather we’ve been having 
for a while as I write this.

This month there are several concerts 
to get you in the summer mood along 
with an Arts Week at St James’ Church 
in Shere (p21) and Abinger Medieval 
Fair is on 10th June (also p21).

In case you have missed the change 
of day each week, the Community 
Fridge Van now comes to St John’s on 

a Tuesday at 2.45pm, see page 42 for 
more details.

There are  several photos from Westfest 
in the centre of the magazine, so have 
a look and see if you’ve been caught 
singing or winning the 3-legged race.
One of the most popular moments was 
when the attending fire engine had to 
be rescued by a vintage tractor, also 
pictured!

Good luck to anyone who is currently in 
the middle of GCSEs or A-levels, either 
as a student or parent/guardian, not 
long to go before you finish now.

Cath
editor@westcottmag.com

        VOLUNTEER MEALS

In May the Westcott cooks have been 
supporting a Dorking family with a meal 
two nights a week while mum goes through 
chemotherapy. Carly and her three children 
have been incredibly grateful for the support 
the Westcott cooks have been able to 
provide.

If you know of anyone expecting a baby 
in Westcott please encourage them 
to get in touch - we are very proud of 
our long running “baby meals” service 
in Westcott and only too pleased to be 
asked to help! 

Anna Kemkers
07710425487
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HAPPY 18TH BIRTHDAY, 
COOKIE CLUB!

Open the red doors of St John’s on a 
Thursday morning, and the first thing 
you will encounter is a wonderful 
smell of fresh coffee, wafting through 
the hall.  

There’s a jumble of pushchairs and 
prams, and a hubbub of voices and 
sounds of laughter 
filling the air.  

Cookie Club Parent, 
Baby and Toddler 
Group was started with the support 
of Holy Trinity Church back in 2005, so 
has been meeting in Westcott for 18 
years this year!  For its coming of age, 
I thought it was time to celebrate this 
wonderful group, and the dedicated 
leaders and helpers who make it all 
happen.

Since it began, hundreds of babies 
and pre-school children have come 
through the doors and those first 
children, toddling around the hall, 
are now taking their first steps into 
adult life, getting stuck into the world 
of work, university, new adventures. 
Through the years, the purpose of 
the group has remained the same, 
to provide a warm, welcoming 

...FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

home-from-home space for parents, 
grandparents, carers and the young 
children in their care.  There will 
always be good coffee, a selection 
of teas and soft drinks, and, of 
course, a plentiful supply of cookies 
(and healthier snacks)! 

After covid restrictions put a stop 
to meeting, the group re-started 
last summer, under the leadership 
of Ali Mabley, with help from 
Audrey, Ian, Jen, Natalie, Libby and 
Kate.  Each week, toys are chosen 
and put out, kettles and coffee 
machines switched on and sofas 

and cushions plumped 
up, in readiness for Dads, 
Mums, grandparents, 
carers and children.  
There’s usually a craft 

time for little hands to enjoy making 
and creating, and the morning ends 
with a joyful song time, not forgetting 
to celebrate any birthdays that have 
happened in the week.

I asked Audrey, a volunteer, how she 
helps on Thursdays – she told me that 
she ‘just’ does the washing up and 
makes sure that there are enough 
cups, drinks and snacks available.  

“COOKIE CLUB IS SUCH 
AN IMPORTANT PART OF 

OUR COMMUNITY”
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...FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

I’m not sure that 
‘just’ doing the 
washing up quite 
covers it – not 
having to wash up 
is quite a gift when 
a busy parent!    She 
also commented 
that it is really lovely 

to be able to sit with parents and 
grandparents, get to know them 
and enjoy their company.  “What 
a wonderful selection of toys and 
activities are available for the babies 
and little ones to enjoy!” she said.

Natalie, another volunteer, told me 
the reason she helps is because 
she had enjoyed coming along 
each week when her son, now at 
school, was small.  The friendships 
she and her son made have been 
really precious, and he used to 
love snuggling up with a book from 
the book collection.  She said,  “It is 
good to be able to give something 
back, and Cookie Club is such an 
important part of our community.”

Another parent, Jenny, has been 
coming here over the years with 
her own children and children in 

her care.  She talked to me while 
we were sitting near the dressing 
up box, remembering how her 
daughter Bridie, now all grown up, 
used to love the princess dresses 
and twirling around.  How lovely it 
was to come back and see a new 
generation of little ones delighting in 
the same dresses and other dressing 
up clothes!

As I left, the last children and parents 
were heading out the door, and 
toys were being packed away for 
another week.  Another generation 
of young families are enjoying the 
opportunity to find friendship, a 
listening ear and a place to play in 
the heart of our village.  If you are 
a parent, grandparent or carer of 
babies or pre-school children, a 
warm welcome is waiting for you on 
a Thursday morning.  

Ellie Lister

Happy Birthday!
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DATE THEME 8:30AM 10:15AM
4th 
June

All Age Worship
Proverbs - The 
beginning of wisdom

Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

All-Age Morning 
Worship

11th 
June

Proverbs: The call of 
wisdom

Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Communion

18th 
June

Proverbs: The value of 
wisdom

Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Communion

25th 
June

Proverbs: The heart of 
wisdom

Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Communion

8.30am  Book of Common Prayer Communion, A  warm 
welcome in our beautiful, traditional service.

10.15am Friendly, relaxed service, using Common 
Worship and a range of music styles. This service is also 
livestreamed on Zoom.

For 10:15am Zoom service connection, 
please scan this QR code, 
or visit the Online Services page of 
thechurchinwestcott.org.uk 
and follow the link.

The church is open every day, 9am-4pm for private prayer & reflection

Wednesdays 10am Communion at St John’s

MIDWEEK PRAYER & WORSHIP

B U I L D I N G
F R I E N D S H I P S

S H A R I N G
L I F E

SUNDAY SERVICES AT HOLY TRINITY
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THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT
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THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

MARKING LIFE EVENTS
All who live in Westcott or have a connection here, 
are very welcome to have christenings, funerals, weddings in 
Holy Trinity.
Contact Rev’d Tim Armstrong, Vicar, for more information.
vicar@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk

Join a
Life Group
Small groups of people who meet online or in person 
every 2 weeks to chat and pray about life & faith.

B U I L D I N G  F R I E N D S H I P S    S H A R I N G  L I F E

Life groups:
• explore ways we can bring God’s love, justice and joy into our relationships 

with other people and creation, into our leisure and into our work
• give you an opportunity to explore the Bible and consider what it says
• use worship, simple contemplation and prayer to help us encounter God
Contact Richard Lister richardnwlister@gmail.com for more information

thechurchinwestcott.org.uk
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

Many thanks to Ann Carvalho for sponsoring the June church floodlighting for 
all who have been dependant for the past three years on being at Church 
through Zoom.

If you’d like to sponsor the floodlighting, which is powered by 100% renewable 
electricity, please contact admin@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk.  (Suggested 
donation of £75 to Westcott Church Funds.)

FLOODLIGHTING

Death:

31st August 2019 Lily Elisabeth Knight (85)

The Church in Westcott is part of the Westcott Good Neighbour Scheme and 
we are always here for a chat, prayer, pastoral need. 

Paul Stacey paulstacey88@gmail.com, may be able to help with debt advice.
Holy Trinity Pastoral Assistants:
Mark Shakespeare 01306 888010      Ali Mabley 01306 889641
For help, more information, please contact churchwardens:
churchwardens@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk, 
or visit thechurchinwestcott.org.uk

Holy Trinity Church

A Sacred Place of Peace & Prayer, 
Open to All  Every Day 9:00am-4:00pm 

Holy Trinity Church is open for you to visit, 
for private prayer or reflection   
Come to enjoy the beauty and peace, 
pray, reflect, breathe, be

All are welcome
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Arrange a chat with Paul -  a  specialist in helping
over 40s restore health, vitality and longevity

revitalisefitness.com 
E: paul@revitalisefitness.com|07858 731890 

a Dorking and Surrey Hills mobile service
07846 508117

WWW.HANNAHSCHELLANDER.COM

ANXIETY & PANIC ATTACKS

FEARS & PHOBIAS

TRAUMA & PTSD

CONFIDENCE

SLEEP PROBLEMS

UNWANTED HABITS

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT

 

CLINICAL HYPNOTHERAPY � TRAUMA THERAPY

Tel: 01306 740003 • Email: info@bramleyhouse.net 
Web: www.bramleyhouse.net

Westcott Street, Westcott 
Dorking RH4 3NX

Bramley House is a residential home from 
home set in beautiful grounds nestled 
in the heart of the Surrey Hills. We pride 
ourselves on tailoring to all levels of 
residential care needs from respite breaks 
and companionship reasons through to 
dementia and more complex requirements.

 24 hour care and support
 16 delightful rooms
 Friendly caring staff
 Freshly prepared meals
 Permanent & respite stay
 Varied activities and outings
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     WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION NEWS
We must start by offering our 
sincere and grateful thanks to Anna 
Kemkers and her amazing organizing 
committee who laid on another  
hugely successful WESTfest. It was a 
wonderful village event with some 
surprise “Royal” visitors opening the 
show.  The WVA were delighted to 
have sponsored the Coronation 
Games, continuing a Westcott 
tradition which dates back to the  
1911 Coronation of King George V. 

The egg and spoon races were 
enjoyed by all ages and the adults 

really got in to the 
spirit with their own 
egg and spoon and 
three-legged races. 
All the winners 
received a limited-
edition Westcott 
Village Association 
Coronation Rosette.  

The WVA Bottle Tombola was as 
popular as ever and raised over £1k 
for village funds. Our thanks to all those 
who donated bottles and bought 
raffle tickets. We can’t do this without 

your generous support.

We are fortunate to have Richard 
Packer as part of our village who is 
a St John First Aider and Community 
Advocate. Richard recently ran a 
First Aid awareness session at St Johns 
which gave practical information on 
emergency first aid, including how to 
use the two defibrillators we have in 
the village (one by the village shop 
and the other in the old telephone 
box by The Burrell). 

Both of these defibrillators were funded 
by the WVA and are looked after by 
Richard.  Everyone who attended 
came away with some practical 
advice and a new confidence on 
how to respond in an emergency. If 
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•  Crown Reduction, Crown Lifting 
& Crown Thinning 

•  Tree Pruning & Dead Wooding
• Precision Tree Felling
• Pollarding
• Branch removal
• Cabling & bracing
• Stump Grinding
• Hedge Management
•  Storm Clearance and Ground 

Clearance
• Supplier of seasoned logs

Please do contact us on 0333 577 7663
Or email us at: info@southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk

South East Tree Surgeons are a  Family-Run business 
& offer an individual, personal service. We have been 
established over 22 years.

We provide a 24 Hour Emergency Service to 
Commercial businesses, local councils & private 
individuals. We offer Free written quotations & advice 
without any obligation.

Our Tree Surgery teams are Friendly, Qualified & 
insured. You can find out more about us on our website:  
www.southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk

Our Services include
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you would like to take part in a future 
First Aid session, please email contact@
westcottvillage.com to put your name 
on the list. The sessions are free to attend 
and may help save a life. 

In other news, work continues to reinstate 
the 20 minute parking bays outside the 
old village shop and newsagents which 
will not only help these units to be re-let 
as retail outlets but also give parents an 
alternative drop off/pick up area for 
the school.  We are also in touch with 
the new owner of the former Cricketers 
Pub who has already started to tidy 
up the site and we hope this building is 
now in better hands. A re-launch of the 
Community Speedwatch Campaign is 
due to happen shortly too.

We continue to keep abreast of 
planning applications across the village, 
offering advice to applicants or their 
neighbours where needed and in some 
cases commenting directly to Mole 
Valley District Council.  

As always, please do get in touch with 
any issues or queries about village 
life and we will do our best to help or 
signpost you to those who can.  

Westcott Village Association Committee
Paul Goddard, Edwin Harland, James 

Leaver, Sally Hewetson, Jon Mears, 
Nick Lund and Jo Astor

contact@westcottvillage.com 

    WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION (cont.)
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Building Strong Foundations

LOWER PREP PLACES AVAILABLE

'To Love is to Live.'

Come and Visit Us

www.manorhouseschool.org | 01372 457077 | admissions@manorhouseschool.org 
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WESTCOTT VILLAGE 
COFFEE MORNING 

 
Wednesday 7th June  

at  
The Village Hall  

  
  10.30 - 12.00 midday 
 

Jigsaw and Book exchange 
Sandra’s delicious cakes 

 

Come and join us  
                                                                  

              Holmbury Choral 

                Society Summer Concert - Saturday 1st July, 2023
                 St James Church, Abinger Common, 8pm

Hot on the heels of their prize-winning performance at the Leith Hill Music 
Festival, Holmbury St Mary Choral Society returns to its summer home of St 
James’s for a jazzy July concert joined by mezzo-soprano Rosanna Harris 
and conductor Cole Bendall. A brilliant blend of driving jazz grooves and 
strong choral writing, Will Todd’s Mass in Blue is a delightful tapestry of spiritual 
sensitivity and contemporary edge. Joseph Horovitz’s Captain Noah and his 
Floating Zoo is a playful and colourful theatrical illustration of the famous 
Old Testament story; Holmbury Choral celebrates the 50th anniversary of this 
lively, friendly work in its summer concert. Audiences of all ages welcome!

£20, to include refreshments. 19s and under FREE!
To book tickets://holmburychoral.org/concerts/
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Westcott
Village Hall

About the venue: Hire rates:

The Perfect Venue for any event
The Westcott Village Hall, previously the Reading Room, is in the 

heart of the village of Westcott, in the Surrey Hills close to Dorking. 
It is a flexible space with diverse amenities available for hosting 

classes, meetings and functions.

Mobile: 07967 286636        Email: info@westcottvillagehall.com
www.westcottvillagehall.com

• 1 x large hall (100 pax)
• 1 x meeting room (8 pax)
• Drop down projector screen
• Modern audio system
• Wi-Fi
• Male and female cloak rooms
• High capacity gas heating
• Large car park onsite

• Mornings - £19 - £32
• Afternoons - £24 - £61  
• Evenings - £35 - £69
• Kitchen (fully equipped) - £25
• Sale of alcohol licence - £20
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      VILLAGE HALL UPDATE

The Westcott Village Hall Trust have recently warmly received new volunteers 
to join the committee. Collectively we believe we represent the village and 
bring together many different skills. The combination of the current trustees 
with the public consultation will ensure that everyone who wants to can get 
involved in this process and will be listened to. 

The new village hall or community centre needs to give the village a facility 
that we are proud of and builds on our village life.

The following people have volunteered as trustees: Freddie George, Andy 
Taylor, Debbie Lewis, Helen Everett, Justin Lowe, Graham Clark, Andy Johnson, 
Tony Winch and Sally Hewetson. If you have any questions or want to contact 
the committee please use the following email – info@westcottvillagehall.
com

The latest news on the project progress is that the project manager has started 
to look for suitable architects, surveyors and planning consultants so that we 
can invite proposals and retain the best suited parties. The ecological survey 
started early in May.

Further updates on the progress of the planning application will follow in the 
coming months.

Sally Hewetson
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Building Plans 
For Home Improvements & Extensions 

Many local projects completed 
Planning & Building Regulations Approvals 

Fast Efficient Service 
“Established over 30 years” 

MICHAEL LLOYD 
CEng MICE MIHT 

Phone: 01483 205479 or 07958 791402 
For free consultation 

Email: michael@lloydplanning.london 

Colin Campbell
Local Electrician

T:  01306 883 126
M: 07770 760 581

colincampbell146@btinternet.com

 Registered Part P 
 Approved Contractor 

We are a local tree surgery company offering all 
aspects of tree works by our qualified and fully 
insured team.  

info@ttasurreyltd.co.uk 
0800 1978490 

Sundown Cottage, Guildford Road, Westcott, Surrey, RH4 3QE 

• Tree surgery 

• Felling 

• Stump removal 

• Planting 

• Hedge cutting 

• Consultancy 

• Oak Processionary 
Moth treatment & 
nest removal  

Westcott based 

 

 

  
Manor Farm, Wotton 

Belted Galloway Beef For Sale 

Naturally Reared, Grass Fed,  

Dry Aged 28 days 

Fully Traceable From Farm to Fork 

info@manorfarmsurrey.com 

www.manorfarmsurrey.com 

01306 730922 
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    Tuesday 13th June 2023  - Sutton Hoo

On Tuesday 13 June 2023 Imogen Corrigan will talk about the Ship Burial 
at Sutton Hoo. We can learn a great deal from the rich material that was 
found at Sutton Hoo but what cannot be proven was who was it who was 
buried within the ship found in the mound? Imogen will also talk about 
kingship and power in Anglo-Saxon England. Do join us for an fascinating 
morning at the Dorking Halls.

Our talk will start at 10:30am with coffee 
available at the Halls from 9:30am. Please 
go to our website if you wish to attend as 
a guest. For further information on how to 
book and read about our Society and the 
way we welcome new members see www.
theartssocietydorking.org.uk.  
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01306 740555

Anthony Wakefi eld & Company Ltd is authorised & regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority with reference: 307545. 
Company number: 01756254. Our registered offi ce is 4 Guildford Road, Westcott, Surrey RH4 3NR.

Insurance that gives you 
peace of mind.
 Private Clients
 Business Cover
 Listed Buildings
 Valuables, Antiques & Art

www.anthonywakefi eld.com

Sherlock Funeral Service 
130-year-old, independent, 

family business. 

• Funeral Directors & Monumental 
Masons 

• Private Service Chapel & Rest 
Rooms 

• Home visits if required 
• Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

 

Trellis House 
190 South Street  
Dorking RH4 2ES 
T: 01306 882266 
E: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk 

Sherlock Funeral Service 
is a part of Stoneman 
Funeral Service as of 

2010. 

Lawn Mowing
Lawn Treatments
Garden Tidy Ups
Turfing
Hedge Cutting
Pressure washing

Dorking and surrounding areas

07905 160765
phil@philsmowingdorking.co.uk
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Arts Week 2023 at St James’ Church, Shere
                           19th - 25th June

St James’ Church, Shere, is hosting an Arts Week from June 
19th - June 25th to include music, film, art and literature. 
All are welcome to visit this beautiful church in the Surrey 
Hills and join in the activities and events. Poetry readings, 
drama, film, organ recitals, jazz, chamber music – there is 
something for everyone and most events are free. 

The art exhibition is open from 10am to 5pm every day and explores is how 
art, words and music can help us with our spirituality or faith. Local artists 
have contributed their wonderful artworks, many of which are for sale. The 
festival café will be open for refreshments from 10.30am – 12.30pm each 
day. The week culminates in a Celebration Concert at 6.30pm on Sunday 
June 25th featuring Shere Parish Church Choir and associated musicians. It 
promises to be a wonderful week - do join us!

More details at Instagram: @sheregathering 
www.facebook.com/shereparish                               www.parishofshere.com

                  Abinger Medieval Fair

               Saturday 10th June 2023 2pm to 5pm, 
                        Abinger Common, RH5 6JD
   

This quintessentially English, wonderful village fair is where villagers and 
visitors dress up in Medieval costume. Together they raise funds for local 
amenities and charities. This year sees the return of the amazing Rosie and 
her team of Mini Ponies. There will be all the usual medieval themed stalls and 
refreshments. Along with the procession, Maypole dancing, children’s races 
and music in St. James church. We know some people who find it difficult to 
walk or use a wheelchair at the fair.  Everyone is different, so please contact 
abingerfairsec@gmail.com and we will see how we can help.

Help is still needed at the fair. Can you volunteer an hour? Please contact  
abingerfairsec@gmail.com if you can. We look forward to welcoming you to 
celebrate the 2023 Abinger Medieval Fair. 
More information: https://www.abingerfair.com/.
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RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
AGRICULTURAL • SCHOOLS • ACOUSTIC

 HOARDING • GATES • SECURITY 

RICHARDSON & BRADS FENCING LTD
T: 01306 640 143 - 01483 414 745

E: INFO@RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK
W: WWW.RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK

A: 168 SOUTH STREET, DORKING, SURREY, RH4 2ES
UNIT 45 MARTLANDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, SMARTS HEATH LANE, MAYFORD, GU22 0RQ 
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Weekend Walks & Events Summer 2023      

We are part of the RSPB charity. Do come and join us! Our group covers an area 
of mid-Surrey centred on Dorking and includes Leatherhead, Bookham, Epsom 
and Ewell. We aim to help anyone interested to enjoy nature and are a friendly 
and inclusive group of enthusiasts. New members are always welcome and a 
particular effort is made for those who are beginning to explore nature or bird 
watching.

Saturday 10th June - Stodmarsh National Nature 
Reserve Lambkin Wall, Stodmarsh, Canterbury. 
This reserve has the largest reed bed in South East 
England so be on the lookout for reed bunting, reed 
& sedge warblers. With luck, we will see a hobby in 
the summer. 

Saturday 24th June - Brockham Quarry An easy walk around the disused quarry. 

Saturday 8th July - Farnham Heath Rural Life Living Museum There are no facilities 
but the Rural Life Museum has toilets and a good café. We will be looking for 
resident Dartford warblers, tree pipits and woodlarks. 

Sunday 30th July - Milton Court and Landbarn Farm Milton Court Farm, Dorking. 
John is going to show us around his farmland to look for a great variety of 
farmland birds. 

Saturday 12th August - Knepp Knepp Estate, Swallows Lane, Dial Post. There are 
no toilets on the estate but the Stork Cafe kiosk should be open and also has a 
shop selling estate meats. This is the time of year to look for the elusive purple 
emperor butterflies and white storks should be displaying well.
 

Saturday 2nd September - Chidham Cobnor Farm 
Amenity Car Park, Chidham Lane, Chichester. There 
are no facilities. The Chidham Peninsula Walk covers 
a variety of habitats and will be good for waders and 
wildfowl. Osprey will still be in the area and wheatears 
should be seen. 

Sunday 17th September - Oare Marshes, Faversham. 
Walk is planned to coincide with high tide. Hoping to 

          DORKING AND DISTRICT RSPB
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see autumn migrating wetland birds like ruff, little stint & curlew 
sandpiper. Breeding birds like sand martins and terns should 
still be around and we may even have skuas passing through 
Scopes are an advantage at this site.

For more details on the events above please visit the website 
or Facebook page. If you would like to speak to someone then 
call Glenn Carmichael on 07483 848837 or email us at rspbdorking@gmail.com. 

Facebook: RSPB Dorking and District
Website: https://group.rspb.org.uk/dorkinganddistrict/

Jonathan Groves

          DORKING AND DISTRICT RSPB (cont.)

                     Thank You James!

Dear Editor,

I have to say I was very surprised to find that as his wife, you were the only 
person to pay tribute in last month’s magazine to your husband James 
Friend for the outstanding and dedicated service he has given the village of 
Westcott over a remarkable fifteen years. Fifteen years in which I know, as I’m 
sure do so many others, that he has never spared himself in his efforts to serve 
the interests of the village as a whole and the concerns and needs of a very 
great number of individuals. 

His regular contributions to the Parish Magazine were testament to this; the 
very fact of their length pointing to James’ all embracing concerns for the 
well-being and prospering of all. It is no wonder that although he stood as a 
Conservative at each successive Local Council election he would be given 
the support of so many who in any other circumstances would have pledged 
their allegiance to a different political party.

James, for all your years of service and for all that you have done on 
behalf of the village of Westcott I would like to thank you and hope this 
acknowledgement will help you recognise how valued and admired you 
have been as our District Councillor.

Virginia Smith 
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www.kingfisherfarmshop.com | info@kingfisherfarmshop.com

‘Kingfisher’ Farm Shop
Flower Shop

the gift that

flower 
subscriptions 

keeps on giving

 
 
 

 
 

Groundwork and 
Drainage Engineers 

 
Sewage Treatment Plants, Septic 

Tanks and Soakaways 
 

Foundations, Concreting, 
Surface and Foul Drainage 

 

LEITH HILL PLANT LTD OCKLEY SURREY RH5 5LX 
www.lhpl.co.uk 

Phone 01306 628412 or email 
info@lhpl.co.uk 

Established 1992 
Fully Insured  

 
Soft interiors 

By 
Josephine 

 
BESPOKE HIGH 

Quality CURTAINS, ROMAN BLINDS AND 
soft furnishings  

 
PERSONAL AND FRIENDLY advice on 

design 
 

Fitting service available 
 
 

        Telephone:  01306 644802 (Home) 
                              07767 771777 (Mobile) 
        Email:        josoftinteriors@gmail.com 
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     WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP 
map of 1769 showed a very short  
section called the Pilgrim’s Way east 
of Otford in Kent. Major General 
Sir Henry James, Director of the 
Ordnance Survey from 1854, who first 
put places of historical interest on OS 
maps, inserted the route only in Surrey. 
In 1871 a pamphlet by the young 
surveyor Edward James (no relation) 
discussed the route along the side of 
the Downs in terms of a Pilgrims Way. 
Later editions of the OS Maps showed 
the route as Pilgrim’s Way (course of) 
and even changed its course from 
time to time! It was perhaps these 
developments that fired the public 
imagination. 

Two books from the end of the 19th 
C. by Julia Cartwright and Hilaire 
Belloc promoted the existence of the 
Pilgrims Way as a pilgrimage route to 
the Canterbury shrine of Archbishop 

The Pilgrims Way Legend

At our meeting in May 2013 Elyot 
Turner, an erstwhile transport and 
town planner, gave us the benefit of 
his research into the bibliography of 
the popularly termed ‘Pilgrims Way’ 
which has traditionally been held to 
run from Winchester to Canterbury 
and passes along the side of Ranmore 
Common.  In modern times walkers 
of this route have overnighted in 
Westcott at villagers’ houses. The 
question is – did it originate as a 
medieval Pilgrimage Route or was it a 
Victorian invention?

Elyot told us that he had found the 
British Library Map Room very helpful 
in his researches but no early maps 
or Christopher Martin’s book on 
the Pilgrim’s Way (PW) mentioned 
a medieval route of this name. A 
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remedial roofing 
• provided or intended for people with roof issues and deficiencies. 
“remedial roofing”We specialise in:

New roofs, 
slate & tiled roof 

specialists

ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED

Recommended, vetted & monitored local traders and service providers. Recommended by 
previous customers, vetted by Checkatrade, monitored via customer feedback. Obtain an up-to-

date report of remedial roofing on www.checkatrade.com

All roof repairs, 
moss removal & 
gutter clearance

New uPVC 
Fascia, soffit & 

guttering

Flat roofs, 
traditional felt & 
GRP fibreglass

Call us today for a FREE quotation on:

01306 304736 | 07852 833802                         

info@remedialrooÞng.co.uk                                                     
www.remedialrooÞng.co.uk


Average Score 10/10

Monthly Supper Club 

Logmore Lane,  

Westcott 

£65 pp 

Coming Soon 

 

info@thewestcotttable.co.uk 

     @thewestcotttable 

BUY, SELL or LET
your property with…

Local  People  • Local  Knowledge • Local  Experts

27 South Street, Dorking, Surrey  RH4 2JZ
www.seymours-estates.co.uk

Seymours Dorking
01306 776674

sales@seymours-dorking.co.uk
lettings@seymours-dorking.co.uk 



29

Thomas Becket (murdered there 
in 1170). Arguably the most 
comprehensive book about ‘pilgrims’ 
in medieval England by Diana 
Webb identifies hundreds of shrines 
between St Swithins at Winchester 
and Rochester on the Medway, but 
there is no evidence of groups of 
people setting out in a consistent way 
on pilgrimages. It seems to have been 
a fairly random custom depending 
upon people’s circumstances; after 
all the population was small and rural 
folk had little time for leisure.

There was 
a n o t h e r 
p i l g r i m a g e 
route from 
London along 
Watling Street 
to Canterbury 
made famous 
by the writing 
of Geoffrey 
Chaucer in the 

Canterbury Tales, which many will 
recall from their school days. 

Despite the fabled link with  
Winchester, there was no evidence 
of a Pilgrim’s Way in Hampshire 
though the name was used for many 
roads and lanes. However there is a 
‘Harrow Way’ between Basingstoke 
and Andover. The word ‘harrow’ 
was derived from ‘hargr’ or ‘hearg’ 
meaning a shrine or temple on a hill 
and ‘weob’ meaning a shrine in a 

valley. Little medieval evidence in  
the way of burials or campsites has 
been found along any of these 
routes. Some older churches along 
the routes have signs on their walls 
made by pilgrims who have visited 
them. But the word ‘pilgrim’ means  
a ‘visitor’ or ‘stranger’.

Many of the books suggest that the 
route from Kent along the side of the 
Downs going westwards has been 
used as a trading route from Europe, 
possibly as far as Cornwall for tin, for 
thousands of years. This was borne  
out by the discovery in 2002 of the 
Bronze Age grave of the ‘Amesbury 
Archer’. An analysis of his teeth 
suggests that he came from the  
Alps! 

Elyot’s conclusion was that the many 
so-called ‘Pilgrim’s Ways’ were 
primarily trading routes which have 
occasionally been used by pilgrims. 
The term really derives from the 
Victorian era when it was a clever 
Ordnance Survey marketing ploy 
which helped to sell their maps!

The WLHG committee encourages 
readers to suggest subjects and 
lecturers that they feel are of interest, 
especially concerning Westcott and 
Surrey in general. There is no lecture 
currently scheduled. 

Roger Christian

     WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP (cont.)
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As another well-known lottery puts it – you’ve got to be in it, to win it!

The June draw for the Westcott 100 Club is around the corner. Who will 
the lucky winners be? The June prizes are expected to be £142.50 and 
£71.25 (subject to confirmation). We have room for more members – so 
get in touch if you’d like to participate in future draws (there are four 
quarterly and one annual draws per year – March, June, September and 
December).

Our grant fund of around £5,000 is ready and waiting for the next round of 
applications. It’s open to any Westcott club, society or individual. Grants 
are typically awarded on a “matched-funding” basis – you raise half the 
money and we provide the other half (terms and conditions apply – but 
we are happy to discuss further).

For more information on joining the scheme or for the process for applying 
for funds from the scheme, please email us at westcott.100.club@gmail.
com.

We look forward to hearing from you soon.

      Alda Andreotti (Chair), 
Edwin Harland (Treasurer), 

                          Richard Packer (Secretary)

The Westcott 100 Club is a Small Society Lottery registered with Mole Valley DC no. 48965.
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            MUSIC IN DORKING
3rd at 7.30, Brockham Choral Society at United Reformed Church Hall, £16
10th at 4.00, Ladybirds Choir at United Reformed Church Hall, £7.50, 01306 877256
13th at 7.15, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £19, 01306 881717
17th at 6.00, Mickleham Choral Society at Mickleham village hall, £15
17th at 7.30, Dorking Philharmonia at St Martin’s church
17th - Buckland & Betchworth Choral Society at Betchworth church

This is the time of year when many of our local choral societies present a summer 
concert, often with a lighter end-of-season feel, and sometimes with the added 
attraction of tea and cake or picnics and wine! Brockham Choral Society offers 
a programme of uplifting songs for a summer evening, including John Rutter’s 
Feel the spirit, Harold Arlen’s Over the rainbow and Kate Rusby’s Underneath 
the stars.  You are invited to bring your friends and a picnic. Tables and chairs 
will be provided and so it is essential to book tickets in advance.

The Ladybirds Choir, directed by Helena Twentyman, presents ‘That’s show 
business!’, a selection of songs from the world of entertainment. There will be 
songs by Burt Bacharach and Irving Berlin, music from Disney and James Bond, 
and celebrations of Paul O’Grady and King Charles III. The concert is raising 
funds for The Meeting Room, a charity which supports homeless and vulnerable 
people. There will be tea and cake to enjoy afterwards!

Mickleham Choral Society’s concert is entitled ‘Hot Summer Swing’. Together 
with the 19-piece Milestones Big Band, they will present toe-tapping music for a 
summer evening.  The bar opens at 5pm and the music starts at 6! Buckland & 
Betchworth Choral Society will present a concert of Madrigals for a Summer’s 
Day. The music will include pieces by Morley, Finzi, Elgar and Rutter, and there 
will also be tea, cakes and fizz to enjoy!

The Dorking Philharmonia will play a programme of Scandinavian music: 
Neilsen’s Helios overture, Grieg’s Symphonic Dances, and Sibelius’s powerful 
second symphony.

And finally, there is a screening at the Dorking Halls of Verdi’s opera Il Trovatore, 
live from the Royal Opera House in London.  Antonio Pappano conducts a first-
rate cast in Verdi’s dramatic music.

Ian Codd
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01306 711293
edebros.co.uk

• Established 1926, 
Capel-based 
and family owned

• For STRESS-FREE
local, national and
worldwide moves

• Contact us 
for your FREE
estimate...

 

  
  
  
  
  
  

Faye and her team are friendly, reliable 
cleaners who can solve all your  

household chores.  
Working in Westcott for 12 years.  

Local references available.  
Phone 07590 276238  
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   SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS PRIMARY SCHOOL
After a really great spring term we are 
delighted with the progress the pupils 
have made in so many aspects of their 
learning at Surrey Hills All Saints and 
this is clearly showing in the summer 
term. From sports tournaments, to 
great assemblies, preparation for SATS 
and working hard together to be the 
best all of us can be, every single day. 
I am incredibly proud of our school 
and every single child within it.
 
Bees
Bees spent a lovely morning planting 
their sunflower seeds. We are really 
looking forward to watching them 
grow!

Butterflies
Butterflies have been reading the 
book The Tunnel by Anthony Browne. 
To build on our learning we decided 
to make a long, dark tunnel in Forest 
School, using any materials we could 
find. We had to work together as a 
team to make sure it would be safe to 
crawl through. The fun part was finally 
being able to go all the way through 
on our bellies - hard work but really 
exciting!

Hedgehogs
Hedgehogs have been enjoying our 
new History topic about the Tudors 
and learning facts about Henry VIII. 
We are very much looking forward to 
our trip! 

We have been enjoying learning new 
skills in cricket and athletics during 
PE. We have also been doing some 
drama recently in our English lessons, 
based on poor Victorian children and 
what life was like for them back then. 
 
Squirrels
Squirrels have been enjoying their 
weekly visit to our school library. Every 
Friday the class visits after lunch to 
relax for half an hour with a good 
book. A lovely way to begin the 
weekend!
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    SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS SCHOOL (cont.)
Badgers
During Badgers class English lessons, 
we have been exploring narrative 
poetry. The book Moth by Isabel 
Thomas has inspired us to find out 
more about the story of the Peppered 
Moth and its evolution journey. 
Recently, we researched information 
about the Industrial Revolution using 
the many books in our library.

Simon Coles
 

Foxes
Foxes Class have been making 
Automata on the theme of Stone Age 
animals. They learnt about the effect 
of different shaped cams, the role of 
the camshaft and follower and how 
to construct a working model 

‘It was really difficult at first, but 
when you started to understand the 
workings, it got easier and easier! 
Eventually after a lot of trial and error, 
it worked!’

‘It was quite tricky, especially the 
animal on top - I struggled to make it 
look realistic! I was really proud of my 
automata in the end though.’
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          Dorking Local History Group

The DLHG continues its popular programme of both live and Zoom talks on 
a fascinating range of topics. These are free to members, but non-members 
are welcome.

 There is one live talk in June, Surrey Friendly Societies: Friendly Societies 
were a major force for good in past centuries, and influenced both the rise 
of Trades Unions and the welfare state. Local historian Sean Creighton has 
discovered much about their history in Surrey. 

Monday 5th June at Crossways Community Baptist Church, Junction Road, 
Dorking RH4 3HB, 7.15 for 7.30pm, £2 at the door for non-members.
For further details of talks and other activities – or to join DLHG – go to https://
dlhg.org.uk.

This seasonal photo was sent in by 
Tanya O’Carroll, reminding us we are 

lucky enough to live in a rural area 
and need to support our farmers. You 

never know what action shots you 
might get when you are  

out on a walk so keep your cameras 
at the  ready!

This fabulous daisy picture by Fiona 
Humphrey just shows that sometimes 
we need to see life from a different 

angle to make the best of something!
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               Ladybirds Choir

               THAT’S SHOW BUSINESS!

The Ladybirds Choir directed by Helena Twentyman
Saturday 10th June at 4pm, United Reformed Church Hall, Dorking

Supporting the Meeting Room

The Ladybirds Choir will present a selection of songs from the world of 
entertainment at their summer concert on Saturday 10th June in Dorking. 
There’s no business like show business will kick the afternoon off, and there 
will be other favourites by Irving Berlin including Cheek to cheek, as well as 
songs from James Bond and Disney films.

Another important focus for the concert will be the music of Burt Bacharach, 
the American songwriter, record producer and pianist who was one of the 
most influential figures of twentieth century popular music and who sadly 
died earlier this year. Do you know the way to San Jose and Raindrops keep 
fallin’ on my head are among the numbers you will recognise.

A couple of tongue in cheek songs will also mark the coronation of King 
Charles III.

This year the choir is delighted to be raising funds for The Meeting Room, a 
charity which supports homeless, socially isolated and vulnerable people 
in the Mole Valley and Epsom areas. It runs daytime drop-in centres in 
Leatherhead, Ashtead and Epsom which offer a hot meal and friendship to 
those with a wide variety of needs caused by, for example, homelessness, 
physical or mental health difficulties and issues with alcohol or drugs. Highly 
skilled and experienced staff can provide advice in many areas such as 
finance or health issues. As well as the drop-in centres The Meeting Room 
runs a comprehensive programme of activities including day trips and 
residential outings to build confidence and self-esteem.

Please do join the Ladybirds Choir at 4pm (not our usual start time!) on 
Saturday 10th June at the United Reformed Church Hall in Dorking and 
enjoy tea and cake after the concert. Tickets are priced at £7.50 and are 
available on the door or in advance from Sue Scarrott on 01306 877256 
(cash or cheques).
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01306 640418

01306 640418

Established Local Family Business

Established Local Family Business

Over 20 Years Experience

Internal & External

Commercial & Domestic

Friendly, First Class Service

Surrey / Sussex / Greater London
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Friendly, First Class Service
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Guildford Road • Westcott RH4 3QE
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 Friendly village garage

 Superb service

 Good value

 MoT’s arranged

  Member of Guild of 
Master Craftsmen

• Quality Flowers • Personal Service • Customer Satisfaction •

• Wedding Specialists •
• Qualified Florists • Fresh Flowers & Plants • Local Delivery •

• Varied Gift Selection • Corporate Functions • Special Occasions •
• Funeral Tribute Specialists • Interflora Worldwide •

66 High Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1AY
T: 01306 883511  • E: fbe@btconnect.com

www.flowersbyelaine.co.uk
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Surrey Downs Tree Care is based in 
Westcott with over 30 years of 

experience 
All aspects of tree care and hedge 

management undertaken 
 

Contact us on 01306 875146 or 
07855232552 
Email Surreydownstc@gmail.com 
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          DORKING MUSEUM
At the time of writing, the Museum’s 
main exhibition space remains closed, 
awaiting completion of necessary 
building repair – please check the 
website or social media for further 
news. Meanwhile, the Museum is 
grateful to Dorking Library for its 
cooperation in hosting some activities.

Refugee Week: The theme of this 
year’s nationwide Refugee Week 
is Compassion. Our free exhibition, 
Sunflowers: Growing the Seeds of 
Sunshine, will be at Dorking Library 
from 17th – 24th June.  Sunflowers are 
the national flower of Ukraine, and the 
Dorking community has welcomed 
Ukrainian refugees over the past year 
to share in this beautiful place we call 
home. 

Sunflower artworks created by 
refugee children from across the 
African diaspora, and their newfound 
classmates of their host country, will 

be on display 
throughout the 
week, emphasising 
global connection 
and inspirational 
hope. There will 
also be literature 
and poetry to 
connect further 

with these refugee children’s stories, 
and their voices. The exhibition is 
in collaboration with ‘The Poppy 
Collective’ (a local umbrella group 
of Art Psychotherapists, artists and 
friends) and ‘Three2’Six’ (a refugee 
children’s education project in South 
Africa).

Family Activities at Dorking Library: On 
Saturday 17th and 24th June, families 
are invited to ‘grow’ the Sunflowers 
exhibition at the Library by creating 
their own sunflower collage art. Art 
materials and assistance will be 
provided free throughout these days. 
Collage work can be taken home or 
added to the exhibition for all to see, 
bringing the colours of blue skies and 
sunshine to Dorking.

On Saturday 24th June, 2pm-4pm, 
the Museum’s additional free family 
activity at Dorking Library, tied in 
to Surrey County Council’s monthly 
theme, is Transport in Dorking. Look at 
old photos of transport in Dorking and 
try to put them in order of age. How did 
people get around? Make a moving 
drawing of a car, gypsy caravan or 
train. Aimed at 
4–11-year-olds, 
materials are 
provided.  

Book award: 
D o r k i n g 
M u s e u m ’ s 
Susannah Horne 
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The Mid Surrey Community Fridge van now visits Westcott 
every Tuesday opening at 2:45pm

It stays in the village for up to half an hour from opening at 
St John’s Chapel in Chapel Lane

Many come early to queue and chat – 
it’s a good catch up!

Please come along and stop this food going to landfill 

If you can make a small donation, it would be appreciated
 Mid Surrey Community Fridge 

relies upon these donations 
(£2.50 is suggested)

        Bring your shopping bags, 
        bring your friends, 

        pick up for your neighbour
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has been awarded Runner Up in the 
Alan Ball Award for Best Hard Copy 
Local History Publication for 2022 for A 
Hundred Years on a Medieval Manor. 
The book, published by The Cockerel 
Press, explores the development of 
Dorking between the 1280s and 1380s 
and is available from the museum’s 
online bookshop.

Walking in Dorking: The Museum’s 
programme of guided walks offers 
a variety of opportunities to take a 
fresh look at the area’s rich heritage. 
In the town centre, scheduled walks in 
June are the Dorking Historic Pub Walk 
(Thursday 15th June, 6pm), Hidden 
Historic Dorking (Sunday 18th June, 
2pm), and Family Treasure Hunt for 
young history detectives (Sunday 25th 
June, 2pm). All town walks leave from 
the Museum. On the edge of town, 
take a Betchworth Castle tour from 
the entrance to Betchworth Park Golf 
Club, or the Deepdene Trail from the 
Dorking Golf Club. Both offer exclusive 
access to features not otherwise 
open to the public and take place on 
Sunday 11th June, 2pm. 

All walks last around an hour and 
a half and should be booked in 
advance: details and booking at 
dorkingmuseum.org.uk/guided-walks-
around-dorking/.  Walks may also be 
arranged for private groups on these 
or other itineraries: see website for 
details, enquiries and group booking.  

South Street Caves tours:  One of 
Dorking’s most popular attractions, 
the 17th century South Street Caves 
lie beneath Dorking’s busy streets.  
Guided tours are on 24th June and the 
last Saturday of each month.  Tours start 
at 10am, 11am, 1pm and 2pm, each 
lasting about 45 minutes and led by 
a trained guide. For details and open 
day bookings see dorkingmuseum.
org.uk/south-street-caves/. Private 
group bookings may also be made, 
e-mail caves@dorkingmuseum.org.uk 
to arrange a date. 

Dorking Museum, 62 West 
Street, Dorking RH4 1BS. www.
dorkingmuseum.org.uk

          DORKING MUSEUM (cont.)
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JAZ2
SOPHISTICATED DINNER JAZZ

The Best of Sophisticated, Melodic Jazz
Add a little musical magic to your garden party/ 
anniversary/charity event or any kind of celebration, 
indoors or outdoors….
Featuring Ralph Sutton (piano) Cathy Williams (vocals), 
let JAZ2 entertain you and your guests with the best in 
sophisticated, melodic jazz...

Past Performances:
❖  Polesden Lacey Lazy Summer Sunday Jazz Afternoons
❖  Denbies Wine Estate
❖  8-year residency at Royal Academy of  Arts, Piccadilly, London
❖  Hilton Hotel, BT Tower, National Portrait Gallery, and 

many others in London
Music is great, sound quality is excellent, fees are very 
reasonable…..why wait?

Just call or email me for a chat about your requirements

www.jaz2.com Ralph Sutton: 01306 886826 or 07836 275102 
email at ralph@jaz2.com
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            ABINGER NURSERY
The sun did us a huge favour this 
week and tried really hard to stay in 
the sky just long enough for us to take 
a walk to the top of Leith Hill.  Armed 
with cake and hot chocolate we 
excitedly explored every interesting 
fallen tree, beastly bug, tree root 
and stick covered in moss as we 
trekked.  You wouldn’t have missed 
us in our red, white and blue finery 
with our flags waving along the route 

to gently ease us 
into the spirit of the 
coronation.  It was 
lovely for many of 
our parents to walk 
with us and join in 
the fun too.

At the end of a full on term we can 
sometimes be rather tired so we 
ended last term in a lovely calm 
manner talking about our feelings.  
Now this can be difficult for anyone to 
do so we used colours to help us figure 
it out.  We explored the coloured rice 
in the tuff tray while looking at the 
excellent ‘Colour Monster’ book. We 
discussed what could make us feel 
happy, sad, angry etc and what we 
could do to change the mood we 
are in or to help others feel happy.  

Our comfiest week ever was ‘wear 
your pyjamas and onesies to nursery 
week’.  We (and the grown ups!) 
donned our cosiest sleepwear 
to while away the hours in and 
donated money to a super cause – 

Crackerjacks Children’s Trust – who 
support families with children with a 
disability.  We raised a phenomenal 
£120 – thank you so much to everyone 
who took part and donated - with 
special thanks to those at SJs café 
who gave so generously.

Bugs have been an important part 
of our learning recently as we love 
to discover all things tiny and tickly. 
We’ve been singing Incy Wincy 
Spider and perfecting our climb 
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Accountants for Life

T: 01306 880880
E: partners@bullimores.co.uk

W: www.bullimores.co.uk
Bullimores LLP licensed to carry out the reserved legal activity 
of non-contentious probate in England & Wales by the ICAEW

 Tax • Accounts • Probate
Inheritance Tax & 

Executorship

ECO LOGS
Cut, split & seasoned hardwoods  
from local woodland restoration

Bulk grab bags & kindling 
delivered

www.ecologs.net

01306 712850    07765 214647

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

LOCAL PAINTING AND  
DECORATING COMPANY
House Painting * Windows * Doors * 

Ceilings * Walls  * Frames  
Paper Hanging 

 

SURREY TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATIONS
FULL LIABILITY INSURANCE

07876 130 016
jhnsmthrs@aol.com

jspaintingandbuildingservices.co.uk
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up the water spout, listening our 
favourite spider story ‘Ahhhhh Spider’ 
and learning the ‘There was an old 
lady who swallowed a fly’! song.  We 
collectively thought of different ways 
to create our own spider webs and 
liked feeling the stickiness that we 
couldn’t get off our fingers!!

We are very much an outdoorsy lot 
so we were keen to spend some time 
in the garden planting our potatoes 
and getting the growing area ready 
for more planting.  We were also very 

surprised to find some dinky dinosaur 
bones hiding in our digging area!! 

If you have a child looking to start 
Nursery please don’t hesitate to get 
in touch.  Spaces are filling up fast but 
there are still some afternoon sessions 
left and we are taking applications 
for all sessions in September.  
Please call 07842 978823 or email 
abingercommonnursery@gmail.com  
We can’t wait to show you around!

Kate Fairbrass

            ABINGER NURSERY (cont.)

                     Brockham Choral 

                           Saturday June 3rd at 7.30pm
      United Reform Church Hall, Dorking RH4 1BS

Brockham choral present a programme of uplifting songs for a Summer 
Evening, including Rutter Feel the Spirit, Arlen, Over the Rainbow, Kate 
Rusby Underneath the Stars. Come and enjoy the music, bring a picnic, 
bring friends, table and chairs provided. Music Director is Cole Bendall with 
accompanist Marion Lea and mezzo-soprano Ellen Smith.

All tickets Must be Booked in advance. 
Admission Adults £16.
Children, Students under 25 in full time education £10
Tickets by Email : brockhamcstickets@gmail.com    

More information & Tickets www.brockhamchoral.org 
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London, the South East, across the United Kingdom and Worldwide.
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www.meaby.co.uk
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Westcott Ladies’ and Junior Cricket 
 

CCooaacchhiinngg  ffoorr  aallll  aaggeess  eevveerryy  FFrriiddaayy  eevveenniinngg  66..3300  --88ppmm  
  

WWeessttccootttt  SSppoorrttss  GGrroouunndd  
  

AAllll  wweellccoommee  ttoo  ccoommee  aanndd  ““ggiivvee  iitt  aa  ttrryy””!!  
  
  

Bar open all evening and  

BBQ when weather permits 
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PAS FINANCIAL AND MORTGAGE 

SOLUTIONS LTD 
  
  

Tel 01306 881399 
  
Mobile 07710-854040 
  
E mail paulstacey88@gmail.com 

26 Furlong Road, Westcott Surrey RH4 3PR 
  
For  Mortgages and Protection 
  
A local and Friendly Service, tailored 
to your needs based in Westcott 
  
PAS Financial and Mortgage Solutions Ltd 
is an Appointed Representative of Pink 
Home Loans. Pink Home Loans is a trading 
name of Advance Mortgage Funding     
Limited which is authorised and regulated 
by the Financial Conduct Authority.  
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         QRMW
Time seems to be marching on this 
year and our Annual Anniversary 
event which is taking place on 
Saturday 10th June is high on our 
Agenda at present. But I must thank 
everyone who supported our Easter 
Egg Hunt on Saturday 2nd April. It was 
great to see so many local residents.    
Thanks to the generosity of a number 
of supermarkets and some very kind 
individuals there were lots of Easter 
Eggs to give away as prizes. All of 
the stalls were a great success and 
the games that I had made for the 
children were a real hit! The amount 
of money raised for our Veterans 
amounted to a very satisfactory £500. 
Funds raised go into the Memorial 
Fund to assist Veterans who are going 
through a difficult time.

Saturday 10th June is our annual 
Anniversary and Commemoration 
Service at the Woodland.  It is a day of 
thanksgiving, reflection and rejoicing 
with some old comrades and some 
new friends and neighbours. It is a very 
special day in our calendar and we 
welcome everyone. Reverend David 
Grundy will say prayers for those who 
are being honoured by their families. 
The Redhill Corp of Drums and Band 
will be playing for us from 12 - 2.30pm; 

some popular 
music for 
everyone to 
enjoy plus 
during the 
Service more 

traditional tunes and The Last Post. 
Thereafter our own Veteran singer and 
well known crooner,  Rodney Dell will 
be singing some popular tunes which 
always gets the visitors feet tapping. 
A licenced bar will be available and 
hot and cold soft drinks. We will also 
have a Grand Raffle plus a Craft Stall 
and a home-made cake stall. The 
Cadets from Frimley and Camberley 
Cadet Corp will be joining us – they 
are the only Cadet Corp in the UK 
that are allowed to wear the Queen’s 
Regiment Cap Badge and we expect 
to have one or two military vehicles on 
display in our car park.   

The event commences at 12.30 when 
I will make a short welcoming speech 
and the afternoon’s activities will 
flow from there. Plenty of parking is 
available at Belmont School for which 
we are very grateful. As in previous 
years we are providing a shuttle 
service too and from the woodland so 
that you do not have to walk down or 
up the hill from the School/Woodland. 
Do come and join us for this enjoyable 
event, bring some cash with you as 
card machines do not work in the 
woodland!

My Trustees and I really look forward to 
seeing you at the Memorial Woodland 
on Saturday 10th June.

Paul Cooling
Chairman

The Quick Response Memorial Woodland
Registered Charity No: 1174651

THE QUICK RESPONSE MEMORIAL WOODLAND’S   
(Registered Charity No: 1174651) 

ANNUAL REUNION AND COMMEMORATION SERVICE 
 

Which will take place at 
THE QUEEN’S REGIMENT MEMORIAL WOODLAND 

Pasturewood Road, Holmbury St Mary RH5 6LG 
on 

SATURDAY 10TH JUNE 2023 
Commencing  at 12.30  

REDHILL CORP OF                                             VETERAN CROONER 
DRUMS AND BAND                                                  RODNEY DELL 

COMMEMORATION SERVICE IN HONOUR OF  
EX-QUEENSMEN 

 
Richard Neil Leathers—Ex-3rd Bn Queen’s Regt 

Michael Pritchard—Ex-1st Bn Queen’s Regt 
Keith Lepley—Ex 3rd Bn Queen’s Regt 

Brian Wilkinson (Wilky) - Ex-1st Bn Royal Sussex and  
3rd Bn Queen’s Regt Corp of Drums 

         BAR AND BBQ 
       RAFFLE, MERCHANDISE 
                    TOMBOLA 
           CAKES, CRAFTS AND 
                MERCHANDISE 

  

AALLLL  PPRROOCCEEEEDDSS  GGOO  TTOO    TTHHEE  MMEEMMOORRIIAALL  FFUUNNDD  
Email : qrmwcharity@gmail.com          Tel:  07444094700 

Facebook: QRMW Registered Charity 1174651      Web : www.qrmw.org 
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Pop Up . Lifestyle . Homewares
Crea�ve Makers Markets

Accessories & Gi�ing

Join our mailing list
www.dapperandsuave.uk
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Garden Maintenance

O�  ce:   01306  898  917
Mobile: 07887  511  515

Garden and Grounds maintenance throughout the year

Complete garden and grounds maintenance and clearance
For more details on all services and my 3-stage lawn-care programme see website

• Complete lawn care & mowing
•  Granular & liquid lawn fertilisers
•  Moss control & complete weed 

treatment
• New poly-S technology
• Border maintenance

•  Fruit trees pruned
•  Hedge trimming
•  Leaf clearing
•  Hard stand jet washing
• Tur� ng & seeding
•  Plants supplied and planting

www.premiergardensdorking.co.uk • davidpremiergardens@gmail.com

Premier Gardens

Get IT Fixed
Get IT Connected

Expert Repair & Maintenance

ChalkHill Systems
www.chalkhillsystems.co.uk

We make technology work for you 

Call now on 01737 845980
Brockham based. No call out charges.

Fully transparent quotations with no hidden costs.

MicklehamParish News Dec 2013 63x88.indd   1 18/12/2013   18:26:00

WT Exterior Cleaning 

BEFORE

BEFORE

AFTER

Free  Estimates

www.wtexteriorcleaning.com

Call William Tooth  
07984  

883 555
Westcott, Dorking

HONESTY • INTEGRITY • EXCELLENCE

OAP  
Discounts

JET-CLEANING
• Patio’s

• Driveway’s
• Roofs

• Decking
• Walls

GUTTERS CLEARED AFTER
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Bee Thoughtful This Summer
Summer is well under way and 
hopefully you have heard the sound 
of bees busy in the bushes and flowers 
around the village. I say hopefully, 
because bees are in trouble, not just 
here in the UK but there is a decline in 
bees and pollinators across the world.
   
Bee Facts
There are over 20,000 known species 
of bee globally, and there are around 
270 bee species recorded in the UK. 
Different characteristics make them 
suited to different plants. The small 
and agile Early Bumblebee’s (often 
seen as early as February), make them 
perfect to enter plants with drooping 
flowers like comfrey, while the slightly 
bigger garden bumblebees, are much 
better at pollinating the deep flowers 
of honeysuckle and foxgloves. Solitary 
nonstinging, Red Mason Bees are 120 
times more efficient at pollinating 
apple blossoms than honeybees. 

There is even evidence, to suggest 
that natural pollination by the right 
type of bee, improves the quality of 
the crops in terms of their nutritional 

          GREEN WESTCOTT
value and shelf life. The study showed 
that bumblebees and solitary bees 
feed from different parts of strawberry 
flowers. In combination with each 
other, they produced bigger, juicier 
and more evenly-shaped strawberries. 
How amazing is that!

Of course, we all know that pollinators 
are important, but I wonder how many 
of us have actually stopped to think 
how important they might be. Almost 
90% of wild plants and 75% of leading 
global crops depend on animal/insect 
pollination. One in three mouthfuls of 
every spoonful of the food we eat 
depends on pollinators. Even plants 
grown to feed livestock for meat 
production, such as clover and alfalfa, 
depend on bee pollination. 

Why are pollinators under threat?
Three bumblebee species have 
become extinct in recent decades. 
The recent European Red List for Bees 
reports that almost one in ten species 
of wild bee face extinction, and over 
the past 50 years, half the bee, butterfly 
and moth species studied in the 2013 
State of Nature Report have declined. 
We can directly link these declines 
to changes in the way we farm. The 
intensification of agriculture has led 
to the destruction of habitat, and 
what is left is becoming increasingly 
fragmented. Further habitat loss is 
driven by urbanisation, and insect 
pollinators are also affected by the 
heavy use of pesticides and herbicides, 
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We advise on law but do much, much more!

JENNIFER  MARGRAVE
SOLICITORS  LLP

www.jennifermargrave.co.uk
Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority

SRA No. 533213

The Old Post Office, 130 Epsom Road,
Guildford, GU1 2PX

Tel: 01483 562722

E: enquiries@jennifermargrave.co.uk

Wills, Trusts & Probate
Lasting Powers of Attorneys
Court of Protection matters

NHS funding issues
Non-mortgage related

residential conveyancing

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

Dorking Pest Control
 Services Local Authority Approved Contractors

Experts in pest control 
throughout Surrey 

 Office: 01306 743001
 Ivor: 07710 117491
 Chris: 07971 519415

Our Services Include:
Wasps, Bee Swarms, Hornets,
Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Fleas, Flies,
Ants, Cockroaches, Bed Bugs,
Rabbits, Moles, Foxes and Deer.

• Domestic, Commercial and Industrial

• Contract Work

• Preventative Control Programmes

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

• Felling • Tree Surgery 
• Pruning • Hedge • Cutti  ng

• All Types of Fencing Supplied & Erected 
• Fully Insured Free Esti mates

Tel: 01403 824048 
Mobile: 07714 689 824

CHEAP HARDWOOD 
LOGS FOR SALE
www.gbfencingandtreesurgery.co.uk

IMDT accredited trainer using proven science
based methods of positive, ethical, reward based 

training.  

Locally based my aim is to provide you with
informative - practical – fun learning, services include:

• Preparing for your new arrival - home set up/settling in
• Puppy through to adult training.
• Group classes and bespoke 1-2-1 training
• Behaviour consultations
• Focussed training workshops
• Hoopers classes

Contact:
John Venn
Tel: 07880 707467
Email: info@surreyhillsdogtraining.com
www.surreyhillsdogtraining.com
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          GREEN WESTCOTT (cont.)
the effects of climate change, and 
disease. Thirty-five species of our UK 
bees are currently under threat of 
extinction. 

Changing Landscapes
Maintaining our native flora depends 
on healthy pollinator populations. This 
includes wildflowers such as poppies, 
cornflowers and bluebells, as well as 
trees and shrubs. The close relationship 
between pollinators and the plants 
they pollinate is evident in the parallel 
declines seen across the UK and 
Europe: 76% of plants preferred by 
bumblebees have declined in recent 
decades.

Some bees have a particular affinity 
to certain plants, meaning they 
need a specific habitat. In the UK the 
scabious bee, our largest mining bee, 
relies on the pollen of scabious flowers 
for its survival. These plants grow on 
sandy or chalky open grassland, an 
important habitat for a variety of bees 
and pollinators. Unfortunately, these 
habitats are now under increasing 
threat from changing land use. The 

loss of particular habitats like this, is 
one of the main drivers of bee and 
pollinator decline.

Insensitive urban development and 
intensive farming have caused 
significant losses and fragmentation 
of pollinator-friendly habitats. The loss 
of these key habitats on farmland in 
particular, has meant that wildlife, 
including pollinators, have become 
more dependent on protected 
wildlife sites. Unfortunately, according 
to government figures, only 6% of 
habitats protected under law are in 
a ‘favourable condition’. Since the 
Second World War, we’ve lost 97% of 
our wildflower meadows, leaving our 
bees and pollinators with little natural 
habitat.

What can we do to help? 
With so much of the habitat loss 
occurring across the country, some 
pollinator populations have been cut 
off from one another. One thing we 
can do to help is to try to support the 
infrastructure to enable our pollinators 
to get from one place to another. 
Imagine trying to travel around Britain 
without our road and rail networks. Or 
imagine if nine out of every ten miles 
of road just didn’t exist – life would be 
very difficult. B-Lines are an imaginative 
and beautiful solution to the problem 
of the loss of flowers and pollinators.  
B-Lines are a series of ‘insect pathways’ 
running through our countryside and 
towns. They link existing wildlife areas 
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Painters and Decorators

Working in Westcott 
since 1980

Our repeat clients prove our 
Quality and reliability

Phone for free estimates and 
local references

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.com
Tel: 01306 876110

Mobile: 07880848459

Shiers 
Decor

01483 284769
info@springreachnursery.co.uk
www.springreachnursery.co.uk

VISIT SURREY’S FINEST NURSERY
Just 5 mins from RHS Wisley

Buy homegrown plants direct from our nursery in Surrey. Local British produce of the 
highest quality direct from the grower.

We offer a fantastic range, all supported by expert advice and service.

Spring Reach Nursery
Long Reach
Ockham, GU23 6PG

Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm
Sunday 10:30am-4:30pmTrade enquiries welcome

Clematis Trees Hedging Ferns Shrubs

GrassesClimbersRosesPerennialsFruit

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.co.uk
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together, creating a network, like a 
railway, that will weave across the 
British landscape.

Westcott could become a part of this 
network assisting pollinators to migrate 
from one area to another. This would 
increase their opportunity to mate 
and find other food sources which 
might at the moment, be beyond 
their little wings reach. If you would 
like to help our pollinators this summer 
or next, then please think about the 
flowers you grow in your garden.  Or 
perhaps, if you don’t have green 
fingers, you might create a habitat for 
bees, you don’t need a hive. Solitary 
bees including Mining bees, nest in the 
ground, or Mason bees and Leafcutter 
bees nest in holes in dead wood, 
banks and walls. 

More than ever, we need to protect 
the natural spaces we still have.  To 
lose them would result in loss of further 
species which rely on them for their 
food. Without pollinators in our world 
our very existence would undoubtedly 
become more difficult. We are all 
intricately connected to nature – if 
we lose our natural spaces we lose 
not only the insects that support those 
spaces but we lose the biodiversity 
needed for a healthy world. 

Whats On in June:
Great Big Green Week – 10-18th 
Look out for local events on tackling 
climate change & protecting nature
Clean Air Day – 15th
Nearly all homes in the UK suffer from 
air pollution.  Visit addresspollution.org 
to see how your home fares.

Nancy Lund

https://www.buglife.

org.uk/our-work/b-

lines

h t t p s : / /

friendsoftheearth.uk/

nature/why-do-we-

need-bees

h t t p s : / / w w w .

w i l d l i f e t r u s t s . o r g /

savingbees

https://www.wwf.org.

uk/learn/fascinating-

facts

          GREEN WESTCOTT (cont.)
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Dorking Service Centre Ltd

Award Winning Local Garage

www.dorkingservice.co.uk 01306 747050

Garage Services:

158 -160 South St 
Dorking 
Surrey 
RH4 2ES

MOT
While U Wait

Tyres
At Web Competitive Prices

Wheel Alignment Diagnostics BrakesServicing 
All Makes & Models

Air Conditioning Suspension Cam-Belts Steering Clutches Digital Service Book  
Update




