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Westcott has a population of over 
2,000 and this is the only magazine 
written specifically for the Westcott 
area by the people of Westcott.  It 
is hand delivered, free of charge, to 
every household and further copies 
are available at the church, local 
shops, pub and doctor’s surgery.

If you have any articles, photos, 
letters, etc that you think we may  
like to feature in the next issue,  
please email the Editor on:

editor@westcottmag.com
But please note, publication will     
always be subject to space and at 
the discretion of the Editor.

Copy deadline for 
October issue:

8th September 2023

This magazine, published by the 
Church in Westcott, is printed on 
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 
accredited paper from a sustainable 
source. The views expressed are 
those of the individual writers and 
do not necessarily reflect the views 
of the Church, Editor or Westcott 
residents.

Cover photo - Common Blue Butterfly by Jo Smewing
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FROM THE EDITOR
Summer seems to 
have gone into 
hiding as I write this, 
but at least it’s saving 
time and water on 
watering all the pots 
in the garden. Having 

invested in an extra water butt for the 
summer it is a bit ironic that I have 
only had to use one lot of water from 
it since I had it, as it has rained ever 
since! Still, at least they’re full if it does 
ever stop raining.

September always feels like the start 
of something new, probably more so 
than January for anyone with children 
at school - new teachers, new schools, 
new chapter, (and often the weather 
improves!) I hope everyone going on 
to new things this month enjoys them 
and settles in quickly.

In the village we have the Gardeners’ 
Club Flower Show on the 9th so get 
your fruit and veg ready as well as your 
best flowers and get along there to 
win a prize! On the 17th the garden at 
Hill Farm on Logmore Lane is open for 
the National Open 
Garden Scheme 
to raise money for 
charity, with tea 
and cakes as well 
as stunning gardens 
to admire. 

There are more 

cakes available at the village coffee 
morning on the 6th, along with a jigsaw 
and book exchange, so if you’ve read 
everything you own over the summer, 
go and find some new ones and have 
a natter and a coffee at the same 
time.

Green Westcott are hosting a free 
creative art and writing workshop 
on the 23rd to create items that will 
feature in the Passion for the Planet 
theatre project (see page 59 for more 
details) so book your place now as 
space is limited. If you love singing 
rather than art and writing, all the 
local choral societies are beginning a 
new season this month, so go along to 
one and have a go. You might meet  
some new friends as well as pick up a 
new (or lapsed) hobby for the autumn 
months.

Good luck to everyone starting 
something new in the next few weeks, 
I hope it is all that you wish it to be.

Cath
editor@westcottmag.com
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BUT WHAT IS IT REALLY LIKE...?

I finally managed to take the children 
to Dorking leisure centre this summer. 
I enjoy swimming but find visiting a 
new pool for the first time a rather 
stressful experience. Which way do 
I enter the changing 
rooms? Are there 
separate men’s and 
women’s changing 
spaces or one area 
with individual 
cubicles? What 
change or tokens 
do I need to use the 
lockers? At what point 
am I meant to take 
o� my shoes? Will I be 
able to navigate the 
inevitable maze from the changing 
area to the pool itself – a problem 
exacerbated by the fact I need to 
leave my glasses in the locker and 
cannot see a thing without them?

...FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

There are many good reasons 
people have for not wanting to go 
to church, but often I find when 
talking to people that they have 
never ventured to a service for the 
same reason I put o� going to a 
new swimming pool – they have 
no idea what to expect and (more 
importantly) what the expectations 
of them might be.

I asked two people in Westcott who 
have been along to 
our church for the first 
time this year to share 
what they expected 
it to be like, and 
what coming along 
was actually like. Jon 
came along on a 
Sunday with his family 
for the first time last 
year:

‘Although I’ve 
always enjoyed the architecture 
and aesthetics of churches, I still 
expect a feeling of stu�ness, an 
older generation in their Sunday 
best, a feeling that I don’t belong… 
This is of course, “contempt prior to 
investigation”, and as usual, I was 
completely wrong!

The first thing that took me back 
when walking through the doors of 
Holy Trinity was that I knew almost 
everyone in there!  So many friendly 
faces of all ages, my daughter who 
was 1 at the time felt at home with 

“I FIND WHEN TALKING 

TO PEOPLE THAT THEY 

HAVE NEVER VENTURED TO 

A SERVICE FOR THE SAME 

REASON I PUT OFF GOING 

TO A NEW SWIMMING 

POOL – THEY HAVE NO 

IDEA WHAT TO EXPECT...”
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...FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

the other children she’d met at 
Cookie Clubs.  My wife and I chatted 
with some friends we hadn’t seen 
for a while and we both felt entirely 
at ease, part of the 
community.  Although 
my preconceptions 
of formality had been 
shown to be wrong, 
I was still worried 
about “all the singing 
and prayers”, as a 
spiritual person I was 
happy to go with the 
flow and was made 
to feel part of the 
congregation despite, at times, not 
knowing what was going on!  We’ve 
been back since, and most recently I 
went to the monthly evening worship 
and thoroughly enjoyed the calm 
and mindfulness that comes with 
connecting with the church.’

Peter also started coming along to 
Holy Trinity last year:

‘The welcome was more than 
I expected, the 
friendship has grown 
over time, the place 
in the community 
has evolved and I 
have a feeling of 
finally belonging. 
The di�erent services 
suit the mood; a 
more reflective early 
morning worship and 
the vibrant family-

oriented mid-morning service. A 
growing realisation of just how 
much the Church is embedded in, 
and important to, the health and 
vibrancy of the village community, 
and the contribution it makes to 
village life. The work in the community 
(and in the wider world) that goes on 
quietly, without fanfare, trying and 
succeeding to make a di�erence 
wherever possible.’

So, if you have never ventured to 
a Sunday service with us and are 
intrigued about spirituality, you are 
very warmly invited to pay us a visit.

Revd Tim Armstrong

“ALTHOUGH I’VE 

ALWAYS ENJOYED THE 

ARCHITECTURE AND 

AESTHETICS OF CHURCHES, 

I STILL EXPECT A FEELING 

OF STUFFINESS [...] I WAS 

COMPLETELY WRONG!”
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DATE THEME 8:30AM 10:15AM

3rd 
Sep

Spiritual Formation:
An introduction

Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Morning 
Worship

10th 
Sep

Spiritual Formation:
Why and how we read the 
Bible

Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Communion

17th 
Sep

Spiritual Formation:
Why and how we pray

Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Communion

24th 
Sep

Spiritual Formation:
Why and how we Sabbath

Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Communion

8.30am  Book of Common Prayer Communion, A  warm 
welcome in our beautiful, traditional service.

10.15am Friendly, relaxed service, using Common Worship 
and a range of music styles. This service is also livestreamed 
on Zoom.

For 10:15am Zoom service connection, please 
scan this QR code, 
or visit the Online Services page of 
thechurchinwestcott.org.uk and follow the link.

The church is open every day, 9am-4pm for private prayer & reflection

SUNDAY SERVICES AT HOLY TRINITY
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Wednesdays 10am Communion at St John’s

MIDWEEK PRAYER & WORSHIP

B U I L D I N G
F R I E N D S H I P S

S H A R I N G
L I F E
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THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT
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THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

The church floodlighting for September has been sponsored by Laraine Jewell 
in loving memory of Michael Player and his grandson, James Watkinson.
If you’d like to sponsor the floodlighting too, please contact
admin@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk. The lights are powered by 100% renewable
electricity. (Suggested donation of £75 to Westcott Church Funds.)

FLOODLIGHTING

The Church in Westcott is part of the Westcott Good Neighbour Scheme and 
we are always here for a chat, prayer, pastoral need. 
Paul Stacey paulstacey88@gmail.com, may be able to help with debt advice.
Holy Trinity Pastoral Assistants:

Mark Shakespeare 01306 888010      Ali Mabley 01306 889641
For help, or more information, please contact 
Tim Armstrong, Vicar: vicar@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk
or visit thechurchinwestcott.org.uk

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

Death:

16th January 1976 William Keasley (82)

10th October 1989 Mary Williams (75)

5th January 1997 Hilda Williams (93)

16th December 1997 Bill Williams (89)
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Arrange a chat with Paul -  a  specialist in helping
over 40s restore health, vitality and longevity

revitalisefitness.com 
E: paul@revitalisefitness.com|07858 731890 

a Dorking and Surrey Hills mobile service
07846 508117

WWW.HANNAHSCHELLANDER.COM

ANXIETY & PANIC ATTACKS

FEARS & PHOBIAS

TRAUMA & PTSD

CONFIDENCE

SLEEP PROBLEMS

UNWANTED HABITS

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT

 

CLINICAL HYPNOTHERAPY � TRAUMA THERAPY

Tel: 01306 740003 • Email: info@bramleyhouse.net 
Web: www.bramleyhouse.net

Westcott Street, Westcott 
Dorking RH4 3NX

Bramley House is a residential home from 
home set in beautiful grounds nestled 
in the heart of the Surrey Hills. We pride 
ourselves on tailoring to all levels of 
residential care needs from respite breaks 
and companionship reasons through to 
dementia and more complex requirements.

 24 hour care and support
 16 delightful rooms
 Friendly caring staff
 Freshly prepared meals
 Permanent & respite stay
 Varied activities and outings
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     WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION NEWS
As I write this summer seems to have 
disappeared but hopefully by the time 
you read this in September some warm 
sunny weather will have reappeared.  

We had a small but meaningful win 
recently thanks to persevering with 
Surrey Highways, with the vehicle 
speed activated 30mph sign on A25 
near the Church working again for the 
first time in many months if not years.  
Hopefully this will help slow vehicles as 
they come in to the village from the 
west.  We are still looking for volunteers 
to help with Speedwatch and if you’re 

able to give 
up an hour 
every now 
and then we 
would love 
to hear from 
you.

We continue to do our best to stay 
abreast of the planning appeal for 
the proposed housing development 
at Sondes Place Farm and other 
planning applications made within 
the village itself.  We’re always happy 
to offer some friendly advice if you’re 
considering submitting an application 
or want to bring a specific application 
to our attention.

Following the recent AGM we have 
been asked to also reinstate Zoom 
to future Open Meetings to enable 
people to take part virtually if they are 

unable to come and join us in person.  
We are very happy to do this and will 
dust off our zoom account details and 
make sure this facility is available in the 
future.  

Our congratulations to the Green 
Westcott Community Garden who 
recently celebrated their 6 month 
anniversary and have done great job 
creating a productive, fruitful garden 
at the same time as bringing the 
community together.  

As always, please do get in touch 
more generally with any issues or 
queries about village life and we will 
do our best to help or signpost you to 
those who can.  

WVA Committee
Paul Goddard, Edwin Harland, James 

Leaver, Sally Hewetson, Jon Mears, 
Nick Lund and Jo Astor

contact@westcottvillage.com

Community garden compost bins
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•  Crown Reduction, Crown Lifting 
& Crown Thinning 

•  Tree Pruning & Dead Wooding
• Precision Tree Felling
• Pollarding
• Branch removal
• Cabling & bracing
• Stump Grinding
• Hedge Management
•  Storm Clearance and Ground 

Clearance
• Supplier of seasoned logs

Please do contact us on 0333 577 7663
Or email us at: info@southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk

South East Tree Surgeons are a  Family-Run business 
& offer an individual, personal service. We have been 
established over 22 years.

We provide a 24 Hour Emergency Service to 
Commercial businesses, local councils & private 
individuals. We offer Free written quotations & advice 
without any obligation.

Our Tree Surgery teams are Friendly, Qualified & 
insured. You can find out more about us on our website:  
www.southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk

Our Services include
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       Dorking Local History Group

The DLHG continues its popular programme of both live and Zoom talks on 
a fascinating range of topics. These are free to members, but non-members 
are welcome. Upcoming dates include:

• “A Policeman’s Lot” – A 
“Theatrical Experience” by 
the Gilks: An amusing look 
at policing throughout the 
nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries.  Monday 4th 
September at Crossways 
Community Baptist 
Church, Junction Road, 
Dorking RH4 3HB, 7.15 for 
7.30pm, £2 at the door for 
non-members.

• Surrey and the 1833 Emancipation Act:  A Zoom talk by Sean Canty.  The 
Slavery Abolition Act was a hugely important piece of legislation, despite 
its limitations and flaws. And it affected Surrey as well as the West Indies.  
Monday 18th September: https://www.meet-up.com/Surrey-History-
Meetup/. 

For further details of talks and other activities – or to join DLHG – go to https://
dlhg.org.uk.
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Building Strong Foundations

LOWER PREP PLACES AVAILABLE

'To Love is to Live.'

Come and Visit Us

www.manorhouseschool.org | 01372 457077 | admissions@manorhouseschool.org 
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WESTCOTT VILLAGE 
COFFEE MORNING 

 
Wednesday 6th September 

at 

The Village Hall 
 

10.30 - 12.00 midday 
 

Jigsaw and Book exchange 
Sandra’s delicious cakes 

 
Come and join us                                                          

Alongside the Dorking Local History 
Group, Cave Tours and Dorking 
Museum, with its legacy from being 
Dorking & District Preservation Society, 
the Dorking Society also supports 
the communities of our town and its 
surrounding villages, like Westcott, to 
be here for the generations to come. 

Small working groups have been 
created with specific aims, including 
infrastructure development  and 
improvement, conservation area 
management, and appropriate 
brownfield regeneration. You can join 
the Dorking Society and find out more 
about the work of the Community 

Team through www.dorkingsociety.
org.uk 

If you are interested in contributing 
to one or more of the working groups 
then please email ct@dorkingsociety.
org.uk – the team are also actively 
looking for help in social media to raise 
the profile of their work.

In the autumn, they will be out and 
about in the town to collect ideas from 
local residents as to which projects 
would best enhance the area. If you 
see them, please say hello!

James Friend

           DORKING SOCIETY
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Westcott
Village Hall

About the venue: Hire rates:

The Perfect Venue for any event
The Westcott Village Hall, previously the Reading Room, is in the 

heart of the village of Westcott, in the Surrey Hills close to Dorking. 
It is a flexible space with diverse amenities available for hosting 

classes, meetings and functions.

Mobile: 07967 286636        Email: info@westcottvillagehall.com
www.westcottvillagehall.com

• 1 x large hall (100 pax)
• 1 x meeting room (8 pax)
• Drop down projector screen
• Modern audio system
• Wi-Fi
• Male and female cloak rooms
• High capacity gas heating
• Large car park onsite

• Mornings - £19 - £32
• Afternoons - £24 - £61  
• Evenings - £35 - £69
• Kitchen (fully equipped) - £25
• Sale of alcohol licence - £20



17

In June the cooks were in action providing meals for 
Becky and Charlie Auton, when baby Eliya arrived. 
Becky sent us this lovely message of thanks:
“Thank you everyone for your delicious meals. It’s 
given us some extra ideas for our meal rotations. 
The puddings were an added surprise! It’s made the 
first couple of weeks in parenthood a lot easier not 
having to worry about cooking an evening meal. 
We are incredibly grateful for your time cooking 
and delivering to us. Thanks, Becky and Charlie (and 
baby Eliya)” 

Charlie looking very chuffed with his new arrival! 

If you know of anyone expecting a baby in Westcott please encourage them 
to get in touch - we are very proud of our long running “baby meals” service in 
Westcott and only too pleased to be asked to help! 

Anna Kemkers
07710425487

         BABY MEALS

Do you have 1-2 hours free a week? 

Would you like to make a difference to someone’s life? Yes?  
Then Age Concern Mole Valley has the perfect opportunity for you. 

We are looking for volunteers to join our 
Befriender scheme in Mole Valley.

  
 For more details, please contact our 

Volunteer Coordinator Radhika Lakshman 
on 07821 649683 / 01306 899104 

                                      or email:
        radhika@ageconcernmolevalley.org.uk                                                                                                                                               
                                                                         

                                                                             Registered Charity No 1111678
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Building Plans 
For Home Improvements & Extensions 

Many local projects completed 
Planning & Building Regulations Approvals 

Fast Efficient Service 
“Established over 30 years” 

MICHAEL LLOYD 
CEng MICE MIHT 

Phone: 01483 205479 or 07958 791402 
For free consultation 

Email: michael@lloydplanning.london 

Colin Campbell
Local Electrician

T:  01306 883 126
M: 07770 760 581

colincampbell146@btinternet.com

 Registered Part P 
 Approved Contractor 

We are a local tree surgery company offering all 
aspects of tree works by our qualified and fully 
insured team.  

info@ttasurreyltd.co.uk 
0800 1978490 

Sundown Cottage, Guildford Road, Westcott, Surrey, RH4 3QE 

• Tree surgery 

• Felling 

• Stump removal 

• Planting 

• Hedge cutting 

• Consultancy 

• Oak Processionary 
Moth treatment & 
nest removal  

Westcott based 

 

 

  
Manor Farm, Wotton 

Belted Galloway Beef For Sale 

Naturally Reared, Grass Fed,  

Dry Aged 28 days 

Fully Traceable From Farm to Fork 

info@manorfarmsurrey.com 

www.manorfarmsurrey.com 

01306 730922 
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                Brockham Choral

Our Autumn Season starts on September 5th September 
at St John’s CofE Primary School, Dorking, RH4 2LR. Come and join us at 
Brockham Choral as we prepare Bach’s Magnificat and Alec Roth’s A Time 
to Dance for a concert at St. Martin’s Church, Dorking on December 2nd 
with the British Sinfonietta, conducted by Cole Bendall.

You will be very warmly welcomed by this friendly choir with NO audition 
required, just a love of singing.

Please visit our website for more information www.brockhamchoral.org   

These fledgling kestrels were pictured 
by Fiona Humphrey in Westcott. Let’s 
hope they have an uneventful journey 
to adulthood.

KESTREL PHOTOS
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01306 740555

Anthony Wakefi eld & Company Ltd is authorised & regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority with reference: 307545. 
Company number: 01756254. Our registered offi ce is 4 Guildford Road, Westcott, Surrey RH4 3NR.

Insurance that gives you 
peace of mind.
 Private Clients
 Business Cover
 Listed Buildings
 Valuables, Antiques & Art

www.anthonywakefi eld.com

Sherlock Funeral Service 
130-year-old, independent, 

family business. 

• Funeral Directors & Monumental 
Masons 

• Private Service Chapel & Rest 
Rooms 

• Home visits if required 
• Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

 

Trellis House 
190 South Street  
Dorking RH4 2ES 
T: 01306 882266 
E: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk 

Sherlock Funeral Service 
is a part of Stoneman 
Funeral Service as of 

2010. 

Lawn Mowing
Lawn Treatments
Garden Tidy Ups
Turfing
Hedge Cutting
Pressure washing

Dorking and surrounding areas

07905 160765
phil@philsmowingdorking.co.uk
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The Mid Surrey Community Fridge van now visits Westcott 
every Tuesday opening at 2:45pm

It stays in the village for up to half an hour from opening at 
St John’s Chapel in Chapel Lane

Many come early to queue and chat – 
it’s a good catch up!

Please come along and stop this food going to landfill 

If you can make a small donation, it would be appreciated
      Mid Surrey Community Fridge 
      relies upon these donations 

      (£2.50 is suggested)

        Bring your shopping bags, 
        bring your friends, 

        pick up for your neighbour
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RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
AGRICULTURAL • SCHOOLS • ACOUSTIC

 HOARDING • GATES • SECURITY 

RICHARDSON & BRADS FENCING LTD
T: 01306 640 143 - 01483 414 745

E: INFO@RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK
W: WWW.RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK

A: 168 SOUTH STREET, DORKING, SURREY, RH4 2ES
UNIT 45 MARTLANDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, SMARTS HEATH LANE, MAYFORD, GU22 0RQ 
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Red Kite

Many of us will have 
noticed large birds 
cruising the skies above 
that we don’t recall 
seeing in the past.  
Conspicuous and slow-
flying, the bird twists its 
forked tail and long, 
narrow wings continually 
as it makes the most 
of the air currents. The 
flexibility and tail shape 
distinguish the red kite from the buzzard, which has blunt wings and tail, the 
buzzard looking much squarer and somehow more solid in the sky.  Both kites 
and buzzards are making a comeback in South East England after centuries of 
absence.

Kites were common until the 17th century and then declined until only a few 
remained in a couple of remote valleys in Wales. During the last century, 
conservation efforts in Wales succeeded so well that in 1989 red kites were 
reintroduced to several areas including the Chilterns. These bred from 1991 and 
have prospered and spread across the region. They are long-lived birds – one 
recently died of injuries in Oxfordshire, having been ringed 29 years earlier as 
part of the reintroduction study.

Red kites are known as scavengers, especially of carrion. In the Middle Ages 
they were the equivalent of street cleaners in London and other big cities.  
Nowadays, road kill forms a major part of their diet. However, they are also 
excellent predators. When hunting live prey, they strike from a high soaring 
position, making a rapid feet first plunge to take the prey by surprise. They catch 
and eat small mammals and sometimes birds by this method.

If you want to learn more about birds and wildlife locally, get in touch with 
Dorking and District RSPB local group via its website https://ww2.rspb.org.uk/
groups/dorkinganddistrict/ or by Facebook (RSPB Dorking).   

Jonathan Groves

          DORKING AND DISTRICT RSPB
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Abinger D&G Choir
French Connection Concert

The UK may no longer be part of the EU, but the citizens of Surrey were treated 
to a little bit of French joie de vivre on Saturday 24th June, when the Abinger 
D&G Choir performed Fauré’s Requiem and a selection of other Gallic 
favourites to a packed audience in St James’s church, Abinger Common. 
The choir was conducted by Musical Director, Martin Hall, and supported by 
professional soprano soloist, Elizabeth Fullylove, and pianist, Ian Ledingham, 
from the Royal Academy of Music.  

Organist and D&G chorister, Karen Borrett, got the evening off to a rousing start 
with César Franck’s Chorale in A minor, and the first half continued with Fauré 
and Debussy solos, a Chausson melody and Op.56 1 Berceuse from Fauré’s 
Dolly Suite, which was immediately familiar to older audience members as 
the theme from the BBC Home Service’s Listen with Mother.  The first half 
concluded with a virtuoso rendition of Claude Debussy’s Clair de Lune. 

The second half was devoted to The D&G Choir performing Gabriel Fauré’s 
perennially popular Requiem, which concluded the evening to enthusiastic 
applause from an appreciative audience. Elizabeth Fullylove and D&G Choir 
chairman, Martin Perry, sang the soprano and bass solos, respectively.

If you think you’d like to become a member of one of the Surrey Hills’ finest 
community choirs, please get in touch with Martin Perry on 07778 675118.  Any 
(or no) level of previous experience welcome. Martin would love to hear from 
you.

Kevin Freeman 
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Ripened Sweetcorn, Sussex 
Apples and Artisan Bread 

...for your 
harvest table

Farm Shop
Flower Shop

info@kingfisherfarmshop.com 
Visit us or order from our website.

‘Kingfisher’

 
 
 

 
 

Groundwork and 
Drainage Engineers 

 
Sewage Treatment Plants, Septic 

Tanks and Soakaways 
 

Foundations, Concreting, 
Surface and Foul Drainage 

 

LEITH HILL PLANT LTD OCKLEY SURREY RH5 5LX 
www.lhpl.co.uk 

Phone 01306 628412 or email 
info@lhpl.co.uk 

Established 1992 
Fully Insured  

 
Soft interiors 

By 
Josephine 

 
BESPOKE HIGH 

Quality CURTAINS, ROMAN BLINDS AND 
soft furnishings  

 
PERSONAL AND FRIENDLY advice on 

design 
 

Fitting service available 
 
 

        Telephone:  01306 644802 (Home) 
                              07767 771777 (Mobile) 
        Email:        josoftinteriors@gmail.com 
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          WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP 
whatever you wanted – coffee, 
sherry, whisky, you name it – one after 
the other! Next came the Egg Trick, 
where an endless number of real eggs 
was produced from his top hat and 
handed to one of his children until 
they could hold no more; all dropped 
and broke on the floor. Audiences at 
that time thought this was hilarious.
The Indian Rope Trick first appeared 
in 1890. A Hindu played his pipe and 
the rope ascended as if by itself; 
a small boy climbed the rope and 
disappeared!

Maskelyne died in 1914 and Jasper 
Devant joined the show. In 1921 the 
Devants  invented  Sawing the Lady in 
Half. This trick was taken up by other 
magicians and was very popular in 
America. Jasper Devant became 
a Major in WWII and specialized in 
camouflage techniques. 

Next we heard 
about Chung 
Ling Soo 
whose first big 
trick was Firing 
a Lady from a 
Cannon into a 
Box. He then 
d e v e l o p e d 
the Bullet 
C a t c h i n g 
Trick in which he asked people in the 
audience to mark three musket balls 
and load them into three old muskets. 
He stood across the stage holding a 

Magicians and the Music Hall

In February 2013 we had a highly 
entertaining talk on Magicians & 
the Music Hall from Robin Maddy, a 
member of the Magic Circle. Magic 
in England started as long ago as 
1603 and it began with a trick which is 
still popular today. This was done with 
a length of white cord, which had the 
two ends tied together and then a 
member of the audience was asked 
to cut it in 4 places. Abracadabra, he 
displayed the cord complete.   

With his slides of famous personalities 
and their tricks the story of magicians 
fairly skipped along. John Maskelyne 
started in 1873, set up in Egypt Hall, 
London, and continued successfully 
for 30 years entertaining the public.

He teamed up with Alfred Cooke who 
later retired, to be replaced by David 
Devant and his family. They invented 
the Levitation of the Lady and the 
Magic Kettle out of which poured 
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remedial roofing 
• provided or intended for people with roof issues and deficiencies. 
“remedial roofing”We specialise in:

New roofs, 
slate & tiled roof 

specialists

ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED

Recommended, vetted & monitored local traders and service providers. Recommended by 
previous customers, vetted by Checkatrade, monitored via customer feedback. Obtain an up-to-

date report of remedial roofing on www.checkatrade.com

All roof repairs, 
moss removal & 
gutter clearance

New uPVC 
Fascia, soffit & 

guttering

Flat roofs, 
traditional felt & 
GRP fibreglass

Call us today for a FREE quotation on:

01306 304736 | 07852 833802                         

info@remedialrooÞng.co.uk                                                     
www.remedialrooÞng.co.uk


Average Score 10/10

Monthly Supper Club 

Logmore Lane,  

Westcott 

£65 pp 

Coming Soon 

 

info@thewestcotttable.co.uk 

     @thewestcotttable 

BUY, SELL or LET
your property with…

Local  People  • Local  Knowledge • Local  Experts

27 South Street, Dorking, Surrey  RH4 2JZ
www.seymours-estates.co.uk

Seymours Dorking
01306 776674

sales@seymours-dorking.co.uk
lettings@seymours-dorking.co.uk 
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china plate against his chest – the 
muskets were fired; smoke, flame and 
noise – and he would spit the marked 
balls out onto the plate! 

Unfortunately this trick did not work 
properly in 1932 at the Wood Green 
Empire and the poor chap was shot 
dead. It transpired that his real name 
was William Ellsworth Robinson; he just 
appeared as a Chinaman. In all, 13 
magicians have died doing this trick.

Finally came Harry Houdini, real name 
Eric Weiss, who got his ideas on how 

to make money doing tricks from 
a book by the Frenchman Robert 
Houdin. He was small, very fit and 
strong, and amazed everybody by 
escaping from the most elaborate 
padlocked chains and handcuffs 
even from inside a tank full of water. 
He performed in films and befriended 
Arthur Conan Doyle with whom he 
corresponded on magical matters. 

After a show in Canada some 
students punched him very hard in the 
stomach as a test! A few days later 
he was appearing in Philadelphia, 
became very ill and died of peritonitis 
on 31 October 1926. His wife, Bess, 
who was with him and the doctors 
when he died was heard to say 
“Goodbye Harry and Goodnight”.

The Magic Circle was founded by a 
group of amateurs in 1905 at Pinoli’s 
Restaurant in Wardour St, London and 
now has a headquarters in Euston 
where members meet to exchange 
ideas and experiences. King Charles 
III qualified as a member in 1975 when 
he was Prince of Wales.

The WLHG Committee are always 
looking for a new story or another 
Speaker and encourage the dear 
readers to suggest one or another.

Roger Christian

          WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP (cont.)
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September brings us to our 32nd quarterly draw, where the members are 
in with a chance of winning the two prizes (estimated to be £127.50 and 
£63.75).

Since our first draw in December 2015, we have awarded over £7,000 in 
prizes and donated over £10,000 in grants to good causes in the village. 

Our grant fund of around £5,000 stands ready and waiting for the next 
round of applications. It’s open to any Westcott club, society or individual 
– just give us a shout and we’ll be happy to have a discussion with you.

For more information on joining the scheme or for the process for applying 
for funds from the scheme, please email us at westcott.100.club@gmail.
com.

We look forward to hearing from you soon.

      Alda Andreotti (Chair), 
Edwin Harland (Treasurer), 

                          Richard Packer (Secretary)

The Westcott 100 Club is a Small Society Lottery registered with Mole Valley DC no. 48965.
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            MUSIC IN DORKING
7th at 7.30, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £19, 01306 881717

20th at 7.15, opera screening at Dorking Halls, £19, 01306 881717

There are no live concerts this month, however there are two opera screenings 
at the Dorking Halls. First is a performance from the Bregenz Festival in Austria 
of Puccini’s Madam Butterfly. Presented on a stage on Lake Constance, this is 
the tragic story of a young and beautiful Japanese girl who marries and is then 
abandoned by an American naval officer. Then comes a live relay from the Royal 
Opera in London of Wagner’s Das Rheingold, a story of gods, giants and power, 
centering on the theft of a hoard of gold from the Rhinemaidens.

There are many exciting concerts to look forward to in the coming season, 
including a visit in May from Isata and Sheku Kanneh-Mason, two members of 
the amazing musical family, playing several fine pieces for cello and piano.  
An unusual concert will be given in October by the brilliant left-handed pianist 
Nicholas McCarthy, who is the only one-handed pianist ever to graduate from 
the Royal College of Music. There is a surprising amount of piano music written for 
the left hand, much of it (of necessity) highly virtuosic. Nicholas is a pianist of quite 
astonishing ability and this is certainly a concert not to miss. Booking is open now!

Dorking Choral Society
Wednesday 6th September, 7.30pm Crossways, Junction Rd, 
Dorking, RH4 3HB
Our November concert includes the well-loved Durufle’s Requiem and works by 
Rheinberger and Imogen Holst. An ideal way for new members to come back 
to singing. In the new year, the Leith Hill Festival beckons with performances of 
Bach’s St Mathew Passion, and Mozart’s Requiem. New members welcome - 
call Lyn 07587 695254 or get in touch through our website.

Holmbury Choral Society
Thursday 7th September 8pm Abinger Hammer Village Hall, RH5 6QX
Enjoy singing and socialising? Come and join us for a new season. The winter 
term concludes with our Christmas concert with exciting new works by local 
composers and well-known carols. In the new year will include singing Puccini’s 
Missa di Gloria at the Leith Hill Music Festival. New members – you will be most 
welcome to turn up and come for a ‘taster’.  No audition but just a love of 
music and singing. For more information visit our site   www.holmburychoral.org 
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                       The Dorking Group of Artists 
                      October Exhibition 2023

                            Denbies Wine Estate
London Road, Dorking, Surrey RH5 6AA is open:

Friday 13th October, Saturday 14th October 10.00 – 17.00;
Sunday October 15th 10.00 – 16.00

The Dorking Group of Artists, one of the largest art groups in Surrey, is 
delighted to welcome you to our next exhibition which will be at Denbies 

Wine Estate in October in the Denbies Gallery and Suite. Exhibiting 
members, many professionals among them, will be displaying over 200 

pieces of exciting new and original art, all for sale at affordable prices. The 
paintings should appeal to every taste, featuring different subjects and 

styles and covering a wide variety of media. There will be large selection 
of unframed paintings for sale too. Come and buy your 
early Christmas presents - original art makes a unique 
and thoughtful gift. Entrance to the exhibition is free 

and Denbies has a good café and restaurant, runs tours 
of the vineyard and has an excellent shop. So come 
and make a day of it! There is plenty of free parking.

The Dorking Group of Artists meets on Tuesday mornings at Beare Green 
Village Hall from September through to Easter, with outdoor sketching 

and painting organised throughout the summer. Membership is open to 
artists of all abilities, from beginner to professional.  Annual membership 

costs just £30 for non-exhibiting members and £35 for exhibiting members. 
The activities programme is varied and includes 

workshops and demonstrations.

Website: www.dga.org.uk 
Contact Angela Hall (Chair) Email: 

committeedga@gmail.com
Membership: j.andersonwood@gmail.com
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01306 711293
edebros.co.uk

• Established 1926, 
Capel-based 
and family owned

• For STRESS-FREE
local, national and
worldwide moves

• Contact us 
for your FREE
estimate...

 

  
  
  
  
  
  

Faye and her team are friendly, reliable 
cleaners who can solve all your  

household chores.  
Working in Westcott for 12 years.  

Local references available.  
Phone 07590 276238  



35

   SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS PRIMARY SCHOOL
I would like to say a huge thank you 
to you all for the positivity and support 
you have provided this academic 
year. Your input and energies have 
proven to be fundamental to your 
children’s progress and development. 
This sentiment extends to your 
children themselves and all the staff 
in our really great school. As we say 
goodbye to a few pupils and to Mrs 
Kong I want to thank everybody who 
is moving on to next steps. The very 
best of our thoughts and prayers are 
with them as they embark on another 
phase in life. 

Mrs Kong has proved to be a tour 
de force at Surrey Hills for over 20 
years in differing capacities and her 
influence, depth of knowledge and 
abilities have all contributed to the 
lives of many hundreds of pupils. 
Thank you Nicki for all you have given, 
you are a star.

I am extraordinarily proud of our 
year 6 children who have achieved 
so much this year - from fantastic 
SATs results, to amazing end of year 
performances, sports competitions 
and a hundred other activities 
and events that showcased all the 
very best aspects of their amazing 
characters. They have made lifelong 
friendships that I’m sure will endure 
beyond their time here at Surrey Hills 
All Saints.

I would also like to say a huge well 

done to all of our fantastic children 
across our school for all the effort 
and energy and enthusiasm they 
have shown, it is a genuine privilege 
to know every single one of them. I 
am incredibly proud of their attitude   
- coming to school full of life and 
enthusiasm, ready to embrace the 
day every time they walk through the 
gate.

I would like to finally say a huge thank 
you to F@SH for all their tremendous 
support. We are incredibly lucky to 
have you. 

Bees Class
Bees were busy 
making porridge 
for the 3 bears’ 
breakfast.  
I wonder which 
bowl is the 
tastiest?

Butterflies Class 
Butterflies have learnt so much about 
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    SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS SCHOOL (cont.)
French using their great acting skills 
and some interesting, handmade 
props. 

Year 4 Squirrels have also been 
busy cooking. First, they had a very 
important job of trying various shop 
bought biscuits to inspire their ideas. 
They had to test out a basic biscuit 
recipe and then decide as a group 
what ingredients they wanted to add 
into the recipe within a set budget. 
A great amount of detail went into 
designing their group logo, their 
biscuit name and their packaging. 
Squirrels were very excited to have Mr 
Coles come and judge the final bake 
off. The Year 5’s even had the fun job 
of judging the taste of each biscuit to 
decide the winner! 

Year 4,5 & 6 Ranmore Walk 
Year 4, 
5 and 6 
w a l k e d 
f r o m 
school to 
the top of 
Ranmore 
looking at 
the land use in the surrounding area. 
We had a picnic at the top as well as 
some welcome ice pops provided by 
FASH! The verges along the carriage 
road were in full bloom with broad-
leaved sweet peas stealing the show 
as well as Bee Orchids and a rich 
diversity of downland plants.
 

dinosaurs and fossils and we were 
very lucky to have a visit from Freya’s 
dad and his collection of fossils. 
We impressed him with our level of 
knowledge, and it was so interesting 
to see actual fossils, especially the 
giant tooth from a woolly mammoth! 
Thank you Mr Banyard for coming in 
and inspiring us all to go fossil hunting! 

Hedgehogs Class 
The children in Hedgehogs enjoyed 
their Geography topic on Volcanoes. 
They gained new knowledge and 
understanding about how they are 
formed, the layers of the earth and 
about tectonic plates. As well as 
this, they’ve been 
enjoying the art 
topic on pre-
historical drawings 
and paintings. The 
children also wrote 
some beautiful 
poems about 
colour, describing it in different ways. 
 

Squirrels Class
Squirrels had 
a busy end 
to the year! 
The children 
c h a l l e n g e d 
themselves by 
creating their 
own weather 
forecast in 
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Pixham Athletics
What an evening! Mrs Phillips and Mrs 
Kong were so proud of the 24 children 
from years 5 and 6 who took part in 
Pixham Athletics on 10th July (Dorking 
schools’ track and field competition). 
Team spirit was high and the children 
cheered loudly whatever the 
outcome. Each and every competitor 
competed to their very best and we 
were extremely proud of them all. 

Amazingly, three trophies were won:
We retained the ‘Throwing Shield’, 
well done to Evie P, Dexter, Aidan 
P and Amelia-Rose. We again won 
the Small Schools’ Shield (incredible 
result for all involved) and we were 
joint winners, with St Pauls, of the 
Girls’ Track Events.  A highlight of the 
evening was the exceptional girls’ 
year 6 relay squad who, with flawless 
baton changes, incredible speed 
and determination, finished first. 

We also finished 3rd overall – an 
amazing result with several much 
larger schools. With many successes 
enjoyed, and resilience and 
perseverance shown, Surrey Hills 

were awesome! Thank you to all the 
parents who came along to support. 
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL!  

We look forward to welcoming you 
all into school in the Autumn Term, 
working together to support your 
children to fulfil their potential next 
year. 

We will have an Open Day on 1st 
November and we look forward to 
welcoming all prospective parents 
who have children that are looking 
for a school placement in Reception 
and Yr3 in 2024 to please come 
and see first hand all the fantastic 
opportunities your child would 
experience as a pupil at Surrey Hills All 
Saints.

May you walk in faith and light.   

Simon Coles 
Headteacher

    SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS SCHOOL (cont.)

OPEN DAY
1st Nov from 9.30am

Personal Tours available: 01306 881136

DISCOVER
SURREY HILLS

ALL SAINTS
PRIMARY SCHOOL

“Such a caring and nurturing school...
our two thrived there”

Parent

Reception, Y1 & Y2 spaces now • Y3 spaces from September
Small class sizes • Wraparound Care 7.30am - 6pm

www.surreyhillsprimaryschool.org.uk
Sponsored by the Westcott 100 Club and Westcott Village Association
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01306 640418

01306 640418

Established Local Family Business

Established Local Family Business

Over 20 Years Experience

Internal & External

Commercial & Domestic

Friendly, First Class Service

Surrey / Sussex / Greater London

Over 20 Years Experience

Internal & External

Commercial & Domestic

Friendly, First Class Service

Surrey / Sussex / Greater London

Guildford Road • Westcott RH4 3QE

0 1 3 0 6  8 8 5 3 7 9
WESTCOTT

 Friendly village garage

 Superb service

 Good value

 MoT’s arranged

  Member of Guild of 
Master Craftsmen

• Quality Flowers • Personal Service • Customer Satisfaction •

• Wedding Specialists •
• Qualified Florists • Fresh Flowers & Plants • Local Delivery •

• Varied Gift Selection • Corporate Functions • Special Occasions •
• Funeral Tribute Specialists • Interflora Worldwide •

66 High Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1AY
T: 01306 883511  • E: fbe@btconnect.com

www.flowersbyelaine.co.uk

A6 advert.qxp_Layout 1  25/05/2017  02:44  Page 1

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Surrey Downs Tree Care is based in 
Westcott with over 30 years of 

experience 
All aspects of tree care and hedge 

management undertaken 
 

Contact us on 01306 875146 or 
07855232552 
Email Surreydownstc@gmail.com 
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          DORKING MUSEUM
After a lengthy and frustrating period 
of closure, the necessary repair work 
to the roof of the Museum building 
should be completed and the interior 
display area will be being restored 
ready for re-opening.  At the time of 
writing, it is planned that the Museum 
will open its doors again during 
October.  

Blue plaques:  Dorking Museum and 
the Dorking Society have a blue 
plaque programme marking places 
of historic significance in the town 
and surrounding area. In August, 
one was unveiled in Tutts Close to 
mark the site of the workshop of the 
groundbreaking Rob Walker Racing 
team, which competed in Formula 
One from 1953 to 1970.  

On September 17th, at the Waitrose 
site, another will commemorate the 
celebrated aeronautical engineer 

Beatrice Shilling, whose technical 
innovation improved the performance 
and safety of our fighting aircraft and 
made a significant contribution to 
success in the Second World War. 

Talk: Tuesday, 5th September, 5pm-
6.30pm.  Charles Taylor will be visiting 
Dorking from the US.  He has been 
researching his ancestry and traced 
it back to Dorking, from where his 
ancestor, Samuel Taylor, crossed to 
the colony in the late 17th century, 
a generation after William Mullins.  
He will talk about his family history 
in Dorking and how Samuel and his 
descendants fared on the opposite 
side of the Atlantic.  The talk will take 
place at Dorking Library (see website 
for details and booking).

Heritage Open Days: As a special free 
event for Heritage Open Days, the 
Museum team will open the Grade 
2* listed Hope family Mausoleum 
at the heart of the Deepdene Trail 
between noon and 4pm on Sunday 
10th September, with a brief talk 
on its history and the Hope family 
on the hour. There will also be free 
guided walks of Betchworth Castle 
(Sunday 10th September, 2.30pm) 
and Dorking Historic Pubs (Saturday 
16th September, 6pm). See the HOD 
website for details and booking 
(heritageopendays.org.uk). 
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We are a multi-office Law Firm servicing the needs of our clients throughout 

London, the South East, across the United Kingdom and Worldwide.

Family & Divorce Law
Media Law
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Employment Law
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Reputation Protection
Company Corporate
Fraud & Private Crime

Branch offices in: -
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Switchboard: 01306 884432
www.meaby.co.uk

Strength & wisdom in law & business since 1848
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Family Activities: The Walking in 
Dorking team offer another Family 
Treasure Hunt for young history 
detectives – with a prize for all 
children: start at 2pm from the 
Museum on Sunday 24th September 
(only £4 per family).

The Museum continues free monthly 
family activities at Dorking Library 
on Saturday 2nd September, 10am-
noon.  With the Heritage Open Days 
2023 theme of Creatively Unwrapped, 
we will look at local musician Ralph 
Vaughan Williams and have a go at 
making our own musical instruments. 
Aimed at 4–11-year-olds, materials 
are provided, and children must be 
accompanied.  

Walking in Dorking:  Take a fresh look 
at the area’s rich heritage with our 
guided walks. In the town centre, a 

scheduled walk of Hidden Historic 
Dorking (Sunday 24th September, 
11am) leaving from the Museum.  
On the edge of town, a walk on the 
Deepdene Trail with exclusive access 
to the Hope family Mausoleum 
(Sunday, 17th September, 2pm) 
leaving from the Dorking Golf Club. 

Walks last around an hour and 
a half and should be booked in 
advance: details and booking at 
dork ingmuseum.org.uk/guided-
walks-around-dorking/.  Walks may 
also be arranged for private groups: 
see website for details, enquiries and 
group booking.  

South Street Caves tours:  One of 
Dorking’s most popular attractions, 
the 17th century South Street Caves 
lie beneath Dorking’s busy streets.  
Remaining scheduled tours for this 

season are sold out but 
private group booking 
may still be made – 
see dorkingmuseum.
org.uk/south-street-
caves/.  

Dorking Museum, 62 
West Street, Dorking 
RH4 1BS.  www.
dorkingmuseum.org.
uk.

          DORKING MUSEUM (cont.)

Inside the Hope Mausoleum
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JAZ2
SOPHISTICATED DINNER JAZZ

The Best of Sophisticated, Melodic Jazz
Add a little musical magic to your garden party/ 
anniversary/charity event or any kind of celebration, 
indoors or outdoors….
Featuring Ralph Sutton (piano) Cathy Williams (vocals), 
let JAZ2 entertain you and your guests with the best in 
sophisticated, melodic jazz...

Past Performances:
❖  Polesden Lacey Lazy Summer Sunday Jazz Afternoons
❖  Denbies Wine Estate
❖  8-year residency at Royal Academy of  Arts, Piccadilly, London
❖  Hilton Hotel, BT Tower, National Portrait Gallery, and 

many others in London
Music is great, sound quality is excellent, fees are very 
reasonable…..why wait?

Just call or email me for a chat about your requirements

www.jaz2.com Ralph Sutton: 01306 886826 or 07836 275102 
email at ralph@jaz2.com
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            ABINGER NURSERY
In case you weren’t aware we thought 
we’d let you know that EVERYONE has 
their own superpower. We’re going 
to let you in on the superheroes that 
happen to work at our nursery.

There’s Hayley the whole hearted, 
whose capacity for fun knows no 
bounds.  She is always thinking of new 
ways for us to explore the world around 
us and have a great time doing it.  
She involves our community as much 
as possible and has a plethora of 
ingenious ideas.

Hospitable Henny (and helper Jenny) 
is undoubtedly the most awe inspiring 
cook who takes us on a journey from 
field to fork.  She’s always covered in 
some kind of ingredient with a twinkle 
in her eye! And the culinary customs 
continue outside onto her Rocket 
Stove – marshmallows galore!

Marvellous Martina teaches us a drop 
of Italian here and a drop of Italian 
there.  She loves to get involved in our 
dressing up and has a great big smile 
for everyone.  She is also queen of our 

cupboard – packing up our toys with 
super skill!

Creative Candis conjures up all the 
cool crafts and is somewhat of a 
toddler whisperer - with the best 
hugs in town. She can whip you up 
an Optimus Prime out of a mere 
cardboard box and a glowing planet 
from a ping pong ball.

Excellent Eve is ever ready to sit and 
get lost in a story with you or help you 
find your feet (and your wellies!).  Her 
patience and calm nature are her 
powers.

Dazzling Dena is a master storyteller 
and tales fall out of her with ease 
readily capturing and sparking our 
imaginations.  

If you have a child looking to start our 
‘Super’ Nursery please don’t hesitate to 
get in touch.   Please call 07842 978823 
or email abingercommonnursery@
gmail.com We can’t wait to show you 
around!

Kate Fairbrass
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Accountants for Life

T: 01306 880880
E: partners@bullimores.co.uk

W: www.bullimores.co.uk
Bullimores LLP licensed to carry out the reserved legal activity 
of non-contentious probate in England & Wales by the ICAEW

 Tax • Accounts • Probate
Inheritance Tax & 

Executorship

ECO LOGS
Cut, split & seasoned hardwoods  
from local woodland restoration

Bulk grab bags & kindling 
delivered

www.ecologs.net

01306 712850    07765 214647

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

LOCAL PAINTING AND  
DECORATING COMPANY
House Painting * Windows * Doors * 

Ceilings * Walls  * Frames  
Paper Hanging 

 

SURREY TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATIONS
FULL LIABILITY INSURANCE

07876 130 016
jhnsmthrs@aol.com

jspaintingandbuildingservices.co.uk
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        QRMW
Hope you all have had an enjoyable 
Summer. For QRMW it has been a 
busy one with some very exciting and 
positive things going on.  

We had 
three people 
taking on the 
i n c r e d i b l e 
M o n s t e r 
M a r a t h o n 
C h a l l e n g e 
which they 
completed 

after swimming, cycling and running all 
the way from Loch Ness to Richmond 
in 7 days. It tested them to the limited 
as they battled through torrential rain 
for several days. I went to greet them 
at the finish line at Richmond Rugby 
Club and tell them how grateful we 
were. At the last count they have 
raised an amazing £2315 for QRMW. 

Our secretary’s son Stewart,  one of the 
triathlon team and a musician, also 
organised a Charity Beer and Music 
Festival when a number of bands 
including Stewart’s own band Gone 
Country performed free of charge 
plus a guest appearance by Bobby 
Davro at The Crown and Anchor in Old 
Woking High St, with a percentage of 
the monies raised in drinks and food 
being donated to QRMW by the pub.  

QRMW are also delighted to welcome 
aboard an additional Patron: Lt 
Colonel Michael Rowney who had 

a long and extremely varied army 
career having come up through the 
ranks serving in The Queen’s Regiment 
and holding a number of other senior 
positions in various parts of the world.  
In retirement he supports a number of 
charitable organisations and we are 
certain his experience and advice 
will be of great help to our team.  
Michael has already given us much 
appreciated support by purchasing 
a new very smart Show Tent which we 
look forward to taking to military and 
other events. 

As for our beloved woodland, it has 
been a colourful summer, the salvias 
at the entrance to the woodland 
have been a beautiful show of colour 
for many weeks as have the many 
other summer plants that one of our 
volunteers, Sharon spent a lot of time 
in May planting.    

We would always welcome anyone  
that might like to spend a few 
hours helping us out at the 
woodland. Do contact our secretary 
Debbiehornblow@yahoo.co.uk. All 
help is very welcome and much 
appreciated. Remember the 
woodland is open 24/7 and we have 
numerous picnic tables where you 
can come and rest and enjoy the 
tranquillity of this beautiful part of the 
Surrey Hills.  If I am there the kettle is 
always on!

Paul Cooling
Chairman, QRMW
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                 Dorking Dhamma: 
              Meditation and Buddhism in Dorking

Mondays 7.30 to 9.00 pm

Monday evening drop in classes available and open to anyone 
interested in practicing meditation and learning a bit more about 
the Buddhist perspective on this. The drop in classes are open to 

any experience levels, from complete beginner to someone who has 
been practising for years. The group meets at a location in Dorking 

from 7.30 to 9.00 pm each Monday. 

For more details call Paul on 07821158271 or visit the group 
website www.dorkingdhamma.com

                        Kids for Kids

     Local charity seeks an experienced Administrator 
                    to help change children’s lives.

Are you an experienced Administrator with excellent organisational and 
communication skills? Do you believe in sustainable development and 

wish to make a lasting difference to children’s lives?

Do you live near Dorking and have your own laptop with MS Office?
If so, we would love you to join our small, friendly team at Kids for Kids!

Hybrid role – home-based with up to 2 days per week in the Dorking office.

£12-£15 per hour commensurate with experience, 25 to 30 hours per week.
Find out more and apply here: 

https://www.kidsforkids.org.uk/administrator/
or email Davina@kidsforkids.org.uk for more information.

Please do share with friends and family - we would love to hear from you!
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The  Village Hall Trust is currently working with an architect, as well as other 
professionals, to start the work on The Hut and The Reading Room sites which 
will culminate in submitting a planning application to MVDC for a new village 
hall and necessary housing to raise funds for its construction. As part of this 
exercise the architect, MAA, would like old photographs of either The Hut or 
the former Reading Room, inside or outside the buildings, with people or not. 
The purpose is for them to start to understand the role of these buildings in the 
life of the villagers, their personality and history and importance in village life.
 
If you have photographs  or a story you would like to share can you please scan 
them and/or send via the email below?  If that is not possible give us a message 
and we can come and pick them up, scan and return them intact. There will 
be village involvement later on in the process and a village consultation is 
planned in the autumn of this year, which will seek initial feedback from the 
residents to the architect’s concept proposals. A further consultation, will then  
seek further village feedback on more concrete proposals. 
 
Please send scanned photos to info@westcottvillagehall.com

Westcott Village Hall Committee

          VILLAGE HALL UPDATE Westcott
Village Hall

About the venue: Hire rates:

The Perfect Venue for any event
The Westcott Village Hall, previously the Reading Room, is in the 

heart of the village of Westcott, in the Surrey Hills close to Dorking. 
It is a flexible space with diverse amenities available for hosting 

classes, meetings and functions.

Mobile: 07967 286636        Email: info@westcottvillagehall.com
www.westcottvillagehall.com

• 1 x large hall (100 pax)
• 1 x meeting room (8 pax)
• Drop down projector screen
• Modern audio system
• Wi-Fi
• Male and female cloak rooms
• High capacity gas heating
• Large car park onsite

• Mornings - £19 - £32
• Afternoons - £24 - £61  
• Evenings - £35 - £69
• Kitchen (fully equipped) - £25
• Sale of alcohol licence - £20

 
Cradhurst Close Reminder

I have had a request from a Cradhurst Close resident to remind people that 
Cradhurst Cllose is not the car park for the recreation ground, so please do 
not leave your car there when visiting the park. Also for the minority of dog 
owners who walk their dogs in the park and do not already do so, to please 
pick up after them especially if it is in the garden of the Close. 

Thank You!                            
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PAS FINANCIAL AND MORTGAGE 

SOLUTIONS LTD 
  
  

Tel 01306 881399 
  
Mobile 07710-854040 
  
E mail paulstacey88@gmail.com 

26 Furlong Road, Westcott Surrey RH4 3PR 
  
For  Mortgages and Protection 
  
A local and Friendly Service, tailored 
to your needs based in Westcott 
  
PAS Financial and Mortgage Solutions Ltd 
is an Appointed Representative of Pink 
Home Loans. Pink Home Loans is a trading 
name of Advance Mortgage Funding     
Limited which is authorised and regulated 
by the Financial Conduct Authority.  
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HILL   FARM 
Logmore Lane, Westcott, RH4 3JX 

Opening dates and times 
Sun 17th Sept 2023 (11.30-4.30) 

 
 

Admission 
Adult £5.00, child free 

 
 
Refreshments and Plant Sale and Home-made teas 
 
 
Description 
 
1¾ acre garden set in the magnificent Surrey Hills landscape. The 

garden has a wealth of different natural habitats to encourage 
wildlife, and planting areas which come alive through the different 
seasons. A wildlife pond, woodland walk, a tapestry of heathers , 

vegetable and cut flower garden and glorious late summer grasses 
and perennials. A garden to be enjoyed by all. Everyone welcome.

All proceeds to go to the NGS charities and to GRACE. Any 
donations for the plant sale very welcome. Please park on the Heath 

http://www.helenthomasdesign.co.uk 
grace gynae-oncology research and clinical excellence charity 
http://www.ngs.org.uk 

3JY
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Pop Up . Lifestyle . Homewares
Crea�ve Makers Markets

Accessories & Gi�ing

Join our mailing list
www.dapperandsuave.uk
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Water, Water Everywhere, Nor Any 
Drop To Drink!

If we stop for a moment to consider 
the above Coleridge quote, from The 
Rime of The Ancient Mariner – as if we 
were the mariner on that boat – and 
all about was water that we could 
not use or drink, how might we feel 
about our future? Here in the UK, we 
live in a place with infrastructure which 
supplies us with good, clean, fresh 
water. We turn on the tap and it pours 
out. We probably don’t even give it a 
second thought. 

Everything we do in life is reliant on 
water, for drinking, washing, food 
growth and production, construction 
and manufacturing. With the 
population due to hit 10 billion by 
2050 the pressures on all our resources, 
are set to get worse. With population 
growth, comes pollution growth  and 
the waste we produce can have 
detrimental impacts on the water 
available to us. Sewage pollution and 
agricultural run-off (soil laden with 

          GREEN WESTCOTT
biocides and fertilizers) end up in rivers 
and waterways negatively impacting 
both biodiversity and human health. 
Access to water could become one 
of the biggest and most pressing 
problems associated with climate 
change. 

A Christian Aid report states that 
London could run out of water within 
25 years and British rivers could lose 
more than half their water by 2050 as 
cities around the world face growing 
risks from drought driven by the 
climate crisis. As water levels drop, 
the remaining water can become 
more saline making it unsuitable for 
drinking. Both freshwater supplies 
and underground aquifers are being 
affected.

Friederike Otto, a senior lecturer in 
climate science at the Grantham 
Institute, Imperial College London, 
said “greenhouse gas emissions have 
caused rainfall patterns to change 
and temperatures to increase, making 
drought more common and more 
severe in parts of the world”. 

As with many of the impacts of climate 
change, the poor and marginalised 
are most adversely affected.  Jonathan 
Farr, senior policy analyst at WaterAid, 
says: “Competing demands for water 
means that those who are poorer or 
marginalised find it more difficult to 
get water than the rich and powerful. 
Many governments and privatised 
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Garden Maintenance

O�  ce:   01306  898  917
Mobile: 07887  511  515

Garden and Grounds maintenance throughout the year

Complete garden and grounds maintenance and clearance
For more details on all services and my 3-stage lawn-care programme see website

• Complete lawn care & mowing
•  Granular & liquid lawn fertilisers
•  Moss control & complete weed 

treatment
• New poly-S technology
• Border maintenance

•  Fruit trees pruned
•  Hedge trimming
•  Leaf clearing
•  Hard stand jet washing
• Tur� ng & seeding
•  Plants supplied and planting

www.premiergardensdorking.co.uk • davidpremiergardens@gmail.com

Premier Gardens

Get IT Fixed
Get IT Connected

Expert Repair & Maintenance

ChalkHill Systems
www.chalkhillsystems.co.uk

We make technology work for you 

Call now on 01737 845980
Brockham based. No call out charges.

Fully transparent quotations with no hidden costs.

MicklehamParish News Dec 2013 63x88.indd   1 18/12/2013   18:26:00

WT Exterior Cleaning 

BEFORE

BEFORE

AFTER

Free  Estimates

www.wtexteriorcleaning.com

Call William Tooth  
07984  

883 555
Westcott, Dorking

HONESTY • INTEGRITY • EXCELLENCE

OAP  
Discounts

JET-CLEANING
• Patio’s

• Driveway’s
• Roofs

• Decking
• Walls

GUTTERS CLEARED AFTER
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          GREEN WESTCOTT (cont.)
water companies concentrate their 
provision on wealthy districts, and 
prioritise agriculture and industry over 
poorer people, while turning a blind 
eye to polluters and those who over-
extract water from underground 
sources.” Professor Benjamin Sovacool, 
of Aarhus University Denmark, puts 
it even more starkly when he said, 
“There will be no water by 2040 if we 
keep doing what we’re doing today”.
 

So, what is it exactly that we’re doing? 

Food
Agriculture is responsible for about 
90 percent of the world’s water 
footprint. One third of all croplands 
is now being used to produce crops 
for animal feed. The vast majority of 
the water consumed by the livestock 
sector is related to feed production, 
whereas only about 2% of it is water 
for drinking and servicing of the 
animals themselves. Intensive farming 
practices exacerbate this issue. 

Fashion
The fashion industry is responsible for 
the consumption of 79 trillion litres of 

water annually, contributing to about 
20% of industrial wastewater.  

Electricity
People don’t often think of water usage 
associated with lighting, electronics, 
and appliances. However, energy 
production is the second largest 
consumer of freshwater resources in 
the world. Huge quantities of water are 
needed to cool the power producing 
equipment used to power our energy 
hungry lives. 

Manufacturing

Every product that you buy, requires 
water during the manufacturing 
process. Approximately 39,000 gallons 
of water are required to produce 
a new car including tires, while it 
takes about 2,100 gallons of water to 
produce just one pair of leather shoes.
So, we can see from these examples 
that just our everyday lives are creating 
huge impacts on overall water usage. 
What might we do to reduce our 
water footprint (yes indeed you do 
have one!).
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We advise on law but do much, much more!

JENNIFER  MARGRAVE
SOLICITORS  LLP

www.jennifermargrave.co.uk
Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority

SRA No. 533213

The Old Post Office, 130 Epsom Road,
Guildford, GU1 2PX

Tel: 01483 562722

E: enquiries@jennifermargrave.co.uk

Wills, Trusts & Probate
Lasting Powers of Attorneys
Court of Protection matters

NHS funding issues
Non-mortgage related

residential conveyancing

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

Dorking Pest Control
 Services Local Authority Approved Contractors

Experts in pest control 
throughout Surrey 

	 Office:	01306 743001
	 Ivor:	07710 117491
	 Chris:	07971 519415

Our Services Include:
Wasps, Bee Swarms, Hornets,
Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Fleas, Flies,
Ants, Cockroaches, Bed Bugs,
Rabbits, Moles, Foxes and Deer.

• Domestic, Commercial and Industrial

• Contract Work

• Preventative Control Programmes

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

• Felling • Tree Surgery 
• Pruning • Hedge • Cutti  ng

• All Types of Fencing Supplied & Erected 
• Fully Insured Free Esti mates

Tel: 01403 824048 
Mobile: 07714 689 824

CHEAP HARDWOOD 
LOGS FOR SALE
www.gbfencingandtreesurgery.co.uk

IMDT accredited trainer using proven science
based methods of positive, ethical, reward based 

training.  

Locally based my aim is to provide you with
informative - practical – fun learning, services include:

• Preparing for your new arrival - home set up/settling in
• Puppy through to adult training.
• Group classes and bespoke 1-2-1 training
• Behaviour consultations
• Focussed training workshops
• Hoopers classes

Contact:
John Venn
Tel: 07880 707467
Email: info@surreyhillsdogtraining.com
www.surreyhillsdogtraining.com
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Water Footprint
Just like your carbon footprint – you 
also have a water footprint, and you 
can think about it in terms of looking 
at your general lifestyle choices. 
Thinking about repairing clothes and 
goods rather than just clicking the 
button on another Amazon purchase 
will go some way to helping reduce 
your water footprint. Of course, shorter 
showers, turning taps off when brushing 
teeth etc are all good but maybe we 
all need to think a little beyond these 
measures to really make a difference.

Where your food comes from 
geographically and what food you 
are eating, will have major impacts on 
your overall water footprint. Meat and 
dairy products are high consumers of 
water with electricity, fast fashion and 
manufacturing bringing up the rear. 

By making conscious choices about 
our food and even energy suppliers 
can reduce our personal water 
footprint in the same way as our 
carbon footprint. Change is hard, so 
planning on doing one small thing will 
ease us into making permanent and 
green choices for a better greener 
more sustainable future. 

          GREEN WESTCOTT (cont.)

If you would like to join us at the 
community garden in Westcott please 
feel free to come along. We are 
there every Saturday between 12-3 
pm please find us on Instagram or 
on our webpage for green activities 
throughout the year. 

Nancy Lund

(For a full version of this article with 
links to referenced articles, please visit 
www.greenwestcott.org)
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Painters and Decorators

Working in Westcott 
since 1980

Our repeat clients prove our 
Quality and reliability

Phone for free estimates and 
local references

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.com
Tel: 01306 876110

Mobile: 07880848459

Shiers 
Decor

01483 284769
info@springreachnursery.co.uk
www.springreachnursery.co.uk

VISIT SURREY’S FINEST NURSERY
Just 5 mins from RHS Wisley

Buy homegrown plants direct from our nursery in Surrey. Local British produce of the 
highest quality direct from the grower.

We offer a fantastic range, all supported by expert advice and service.

Spring Reach Nursery
Long Reach
Ockham, GU23 6PG

Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm
Sunday 10:30am-4:30pmTrade enquiries welcome

Clematis Trees Hedging Ferns Shrubs

GrassesClimbersRosesPerennialsFruit

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.co.uk
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Passion For The Planet

New family theatre show Passion for 
the Planet comes to Mole Valley  – 
and you could be involved!

Passion for the Planet is an inspiring, 
moving yet laughter-filled theatre 
project for all ages – focused around 
care for the planet, creativity, and 
legacy in the wonderful setting of the 
Friends Meeting House in Dorking. The 
project, specially created by local 
writer Tony Earnshaw, is a promenade 
performance containing drama, story-
telling, music, clowning, installations, 
and lots of interactive silliness and fun!

From its starting point of the creation 
stories, this cross-generational, multi-
faith performance challenges us to 
consider what our responsibilities are 
for our planet, what we are able to 
create, and what legacy we ourselves 
will leave to the world.

What is particularly unique about this 
amazing project is that it will feature 

the art and creations of over 600 local 
Mole Valley residents. Local schools, 
colleges and community groups along 
with members of the public, have 
all been invited to take part in free 
creative art and writing workshops – 
the results of which all take a central 
part in the show itself!

Excitingly Green Westcott will be 
hosting one such workshop for adults 
and children of all ages – on Saturday 
23rd September between 2pm and 
4pm at St Johns Community Hall.  
The workshop is free but numbers 
are limited, so please do confirm 
your place with Jakki Phillips (jakki@
greenwestcott.org or 07592 911974)  
 
For more info and tickets for the show, 
which runs October 21 to October 28 
2023, please visit: www.damncheek.
co.uk

Jakki Phillips

          GREEN WESTCOTT (cont.)
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Dorking Service Centre Ltd

Award Winning Local Garage

www.dorkingservice.co.uk 01306 747050

Garage Services:

158 -160 South St 
Dorking 
Surrey 
RH4 2ES

MOT
While U Wait

Tyres
At Web Competitive Prices

Wheel Alignment Diagnostics BrakesServicing 
All Makes & Models

Air Conditioning Suspension Cam-Belts Steering Clutches Digital Service Book  
Update




