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Westcott has a population of over 
2,000 and this is the only magazine 
written specifically for the Westcott 
area by the people of Westcott.  It 
is hand delivered, free of charge, to 
every household and further copies 
are available at the church, local 
shops, pub and doctor’s surgery.

If you have any articles, photos, 
letters, etc that you think we may  
like to feature in the next issue,  
please email the Editor on:

editor@westcottmag.com
But please note, publication will     
always be subject to space and at 
the discretion of the Editor.

Copy deadline for 
March issue:

8th February 2024

This magazine, published by the 
Church in Westcott, is printed on 
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 
accredited paper from a sustainable 
source. The views expressed are 
those of the individual writers and 
do not necessarily reflect the views 
of the Church, Editor or Westcott 
residents.

Cover photo - Rainbow over Ranmore by Edward Bennett
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FROM THE EDITOR
Hello all and welcome 
to February! I find 
it hard to believe 
we have already 
finished one month 
of the year, it doesn’t 
seem 5 minutes ago 

we were preparing for Christmas! It’s 
no wonder I’m confused, some of my 
garden thinks it’s the middle of spring 
already, while the rest of it is still sound 
asleep for the winter, but I suppose it 
will all even itself out eventually.

This month the coffee morning is back 
in the village hall on 7th February, so 
pop along and have some coffee 
and cake, and swap a book or jigsaw 
to give you something to do when it’s 
wet and windy!

Surrey Hills All Saints School is 
celebrating 170 years of opening this 
year, and the children had a Victorian 
Day last month, with dressing up and 
various workshops, it sounds like a lot 
of fun was had by all. More details 
and photos can be found on pages 
36-37.

This year is a leap year, with an 
extra day at the end of February 
(could do with a few more of those 
throughout the year!) so I would like 
to wish a very happy birthday to 
those whose birthday falls on 29th. 
I’ve met a couple of people recently 
who claimed they ‘were nearly born 

on 29th’, or ‘could have been born 
on 29th’ but not anyone who was 
actually born on 29th. I’ve been 
wondering how many people in the 
village do have a birthday on leap 
day, and do you normally celebrate 
before or after? Let me know if that’s 
you.

All the best for what can be a cold 
and wet month so make the most of 
any sunshine we happen to get, and 
I’ll see you in March when spring really 
will have sprung!

Cath 
editor@westcottmag.com
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WHY READ OLD BOOKS?

I’ve just finished reading a book by 
the Roman historian Suetonius (a 
pretentious way to begin an article I 
know – but stay with me – I’m going 
somewhere with this). Writing in the 
early part of the 2nd Century, his 
rather gossipy account of the lives 
of the first twelves 
Caesars of the Roman 
Empire makes for 
rather gripping, if often 
grim, reading. Blood, 
guts, sex scandals, 
plots, coups, murder-
mysteries, geopolitical 
c o m p l e x i t i e s 
– it is all there.
It left me with two 
distinct impressions. 
First, I am grateful to be alive in a 
place and time where (however 
imperfectly implemented) there is 
general agreement that all human 
lives matter and have inherent 

value. Secondly, 
Suetonius’ work 
is full of stories 
and phrases that 
I already half 
knew and didn’t 
appreciate the 
context that 
they came from. 

...FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

I feel I have an ever so slightly richer 
understanding of my own world, 
values and outlook having read it.
C.S. Lewis, the Oxford Don and 
author of the Narnia books, once 
made the case for why we should 

read old books:
‘Every age has its own 
outlook. It is specially 
good at seeing certain 
truths and specially 
liable to make 
certain mistakes. 
We all, therefore, 
need the books 
that will correct the 
characteristic mistakes 
of our own period. 

And that means the old books.’
The ‘old book’ that has impacted 
our culture more than any other, 
and indeed is probably most 
misunderstood today, is the Bible. 
It is actually a seemingly erratic 
collection of 66 ‘books’ which contain 
a mix of Hebrew poetry, historical 
narrative, letters, prophecies, songs, 
proverbs, and four compelling 
and strange eyewitness accounts 
of the life of a Jewish carpenter 
named Yeshua (although we tend 
to use his Anglicised name, Jesus). 

“IF YOU WANT TO 

UNDERSTAND OUR 

CULTURE AND OUTLOOK 

THEN GETTING TO 

GRIPS WITH THE BIBLE’S 

WEIRD AND WONDERFUL 

CONTENT IS NOT A BAD 

PLACE TO START.”
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...FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

If you want to understand our 
culture and outlook then getting 
to grips with the Bible’s weird and 
wonderful content is not a bad 
place to start. I happen to think it is 
far more than just an old book – it is 
the key to understanding who we 
are as human beings – but even if 
you don’t believe that, there is much 
to be gained by exploring more.
If you like reading, then the finding 
the Gospel of Mark – one of the 
four accounts of Jesus’ life – 
makes for a short, fascinating, and 
gripping read. You may have an 
old Bible lying around home – if 
not come and grab a free copy 
of Mark’s Gospel from Church – 
it is interesting bedtime reading.
If books aren’t for you, then there 
is a brilliantly done TV series on the 
life of Jesus called ‘The Chosen’ 
currently available to stream online 
– why not give it a go as your next 
potential boxset to binge watch.

Or if you want space to explore the 
Bible with others, we are going to 
be flying through the big story of the 
Bible as a church community this Lent 
beginning on Sunday 18th February. 
Come and join us at the 8.30 or 10.15 
service each Sunday – all are welcome 
and no prior knowledge needed!
It may just prove to be even more 
interesting than reading Suetonius…

- Revd Tim Armstrong
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DATE THEME 8:30AM 10:15AM

4th    
Feb

All Age Worship - Be 
Free (Dedication of 
Eliya Auton)

Book of Common
Prayer Communion

Morning Worship

11th        
Feb

Walk by the Spirit Book of Common
Prayer Communion

Communion

18th         
Feb

Lent 1: God's 
Covenant with us

Book of Common
Prayer Communion

Communion

25th        
Feb

Lent 2: God's 
Covenant with us

Book of Common
Prayer Communion

Communion

8.30am  Book of Common Prayer Communion, A  warm 
welcome in our beautiful, traditional service.

10.15am Friendly, relaxed service, using Common Worship 
and a range of music styles. This service is also livestreamed 
on Zoom.

For 10:15am Zoom service connection, 
please scan this QR code, or visit the Online 
Services page of thechurchinwestcott.org.uk 
and follow the link.

The church is open every day, 9am-4pm for private prayer 
& reflection

FEBRUARY SERVICES AT HOLY TRINITY
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Wednesdays 10am Communion at St John’s

MIDWEEK PRAYER & WORSHIP

B U I L D I N G
F R I E N D S H I P S

S H A R I N G
L I F E

    Ash Wednesday Services 
     9am - A Short Reflective Service
     7.30pm - Ash Wednesday Service with Communion
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THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

PANCAKE 
PARTY 

join us at Holy Trinity on  
Tuesday 20 th of February -
straight from school for our

with every 
imaginable topping going!
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THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

   FLOODLIGHTING
Many thanks to Westcott Village Association for sponsoring the church 
floodlighting for February.

If you would like to sponsor the floodlighting, please contact Sarah Massey 
at admin@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk. (Suggested donation of £75 to Westcott 
Church Funds.)

The Church in Westcott is part of the Westcott Good Neighbour Scheme and 
we are always here for a chat, prayer, pastoral need. 

Debt advice: Paul Stacey (paulstacey88@gmail.com)
Holy Trinity Pastoral Assistants: Mark Shakespeare (01306 888010), Ali Mabley 
(01306 889641)

For help, or more information, please contact 
Tim Armstrong, Vicar: vicar@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk
or visit thechurchinwestcott.org.uk

MARKING LIFE EVENTS
All who live in Westcott or have a connection here are very 
welcome to have christenings, funerals, weddings in Holy Trinity. 
Contact vicar@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk for more information.
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Call: 01372 741 544 
email maggie.adenmosun@homeinstead.co.uk
www.homeinstead.co.uk/epsom-mole-valley
Each Home Instead franchise is independently owned and operated. Copyright © Home Instead® 2023.

If so, come and work for Home Instead Epsom and Mole Valley, 
a 5 star employer, rated as outstanding by the Care Quality Commision.

• £23.50 - £28.30 per visit
• Petrol allowance and paid travel time
• Minimum call time - 2 hours
• Excellent training provided

Dorking, Westcott, Westhumble, Capel

Benefits include: Pension scheme, health scheme, holiday pay, shop discounts

Would you like to

make a real difference
to people’s lives?
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     WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION NEWS
The WVA has recently funded 
upgrades to both the AED Emergency 
Defibrillators we are lucky enough to 
have in Westcott. One is located on 
the outside of the Nisa village shop 
and the other is in the old telephone 
box in The Burrell.  The machines are 
used to restart the heart of someone 
who has experienced a cardiac 
arrest. If you need to dial 999 the call 
handler will give you a code to unlock 
the box and the AED’s voice prompts 
will talk you through how to use it 
while wait ing for the ambulance to 
arrive. This life-saving equipment is 
just one of the ways WVA’s funds are 
used to support Westcott.  

Our thanks to Richard Packer and his 
small team of volunteers who look 
after the AEDs to ensure they are 
available when needed.

H u g e 
congratulations 
to Tim Way 
who has been 
recognised in 
the New Year 
Honours and 
awarded a 
BEM Medalist 

of the British Empire, for Services to 
the Community of Westcott. Over 
a period of more than 30 years Tim 
has been actively involved in our 
community including several years 
as Chair of the Westcott Village 

Association as well as roles within 
the both the Church and our lovely 
village school. Congratulations to Tim 
on this well deserved honour.  

We are lucky 
to live in such a 
beautiful area 
and we all have 
a responsibility 
to enjoy the 
natural landscape with care and 
consideration. Unfortunately, the 
woods to the east of the Church 
between Westcott Heath and Heath 
Rise, have been severely damaged 
by mountain bike activity including 
the illegal building of jumps and 
tracks. 

These are causing significant damage 
to the trees and ecological balance 
of the woods and the Wotton Estate, 
who own the woodland, will shortly 
be arranging for their demolition and 
removal. Signage will also be installed 
as a future deterrent. Please remind 
those who like to enjoy the outdoors 
that they must do so responsibly to 
protect the area for future generations 
to come.

The next WVA Open Meeting is 
currently scheduled for 7.30pm on 
Thursday 21st March at St Johns.  These 
informal events are a great way to 
catch up on village news and share 
views with friends and neighbours.  
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Denbies Wine Estate

Dorking, Surrey, RH5 6AA | denbies.co.uk | 01306 876616

The Vineyard Hotel  |  Tours & Tastings  |  Dining
Art Gallery  |  Experience Days  |  Wine & Gift Shop
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Please do put the date in your diary 
and look out for further details nearer 
the time.  

A reminder 
that the WVA 
is also looking 
for a new 
Treasurer as 

after five years as part of the team, 
Edwin Harland, has signaled his 
intention to stand down as Treasurer 
at the AGM in June this year. Ideally, 
we would like someone to come 
forward in the next couple of months 

so they can shadow Edwin through 
the year-end report and accounts 
process which isn’t onerous but 
obviously requires great diligence. 
If one of your New Year’s resolutions 
was to do something new or give 
back to your community this could 
be the perfect opportunity. Do get in 
touch via contact@westcottvillage.
com if you would like to find out more. 

WVA Committee
contact@westcottvillage.com

   WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION (cont.)

                   Brockham Choral

Brockham Choral resume their rehearsals every 
Tuesday from January 9th, 7.30pm at St. John’s C of 
E Primary school, Dorking. All voices most welcome, no auditon required. 
Verdi’s epic Requiem is where the opera house meets the church, where 
calamity meets intense sincerity of feeling, where moving serene melodies 
meet furious anger. 

For the first time in over 20 years, Brockham Choral brings this epic staple 
of choral music to St Martin’s Church, Dorking, on March 24th under the 
baton of Cole Bendall and supported by the British Sinfonietta. The choir 
is joined by a quartet of sterling soloists, all graduates of the UK’s leading 
conservatoires.

A thrilling experience as a singer not to be missed – Brockham Choral are 
delighted to welcome guest members in all vocal parts! Get involved now!

For further information visit www.brockhamchoral.org  



14

Nursery | Prep | Senior

Contact us for an Individual Tour

www.manorhouseschool.org | 01372 457077 | admissions@manorhouseschool.org 

‘A Love of Learning’

Register for a Taster Day

Book an Open Day

VISIT US
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The Mid Surrey Community Fridge van now visits Westcott 
every Tuesday opening at 2:45pm

It stays in the village for up to half an hour from opening at 
St John’s Chapel in Chapel Lane

Many come early to queue and chat – 
it’s a good catch up!

Please come along and stop this food going to landfill 

If you can make a small donation, it would be appreciated
      Mid Surrey Community Fridge 
      relies upon these donations 

      (£2.50 is suggested)

        Bring your shopping bags, 
        bring your friends, 

        pick up for your neighbour
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We advise on law but do much, much more!

JENNIFER  MARGRAVE
SOLICITORS  LLP

www.jennifermargrave.co.uk
Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority

SRA No. 533213

The Old Post Office, 130 Epsom Road,
Guildford, GU1 2PT

Tel: 01483 562722

E: enquiries@jennifermargrave.co.uk

Wills, Trusts & Probate
Lasting Powers of Attorneys
Court of Protection matters

NHS funding issues
Non-mortgage related

residential conveyancing

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

Dorking Pest Control
 Services Local Authority Approved Contractors

Experts in pest control 
throughout Surrey 

 Office: 01306 743001
 Ivor: 07710 117491
 Chris: 07971 519415

Our Services Include:
Wasps, Bee Swarms, Hornets,
Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Fleas, Flies,
Ants, Cockroaches, Bed Bugs,
Rabbits, Moles, Foxes and Deer.

• Domestic, Commercial and Industrial

• Contract Work

• Preventative Control Programmes

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

• Felling • Tree Surgery 
• Pruning • Hedge • Cutti  ng

• All Types of Fencing Supplied & Erected 
• Fully Insured Free Esti mates

Tel: 01403 824048 
Mobile: 07714 689 824

CHEAP HARDWOOD 
LOGS FOR SALE
www.gbfencingandtreesurgery.co.uk

IMDT accredited trainer using proven science
based methods of positive, ethical, reward based

training.  

Locally based my aim is to provide you with
informative - practical – fun learning, services include:

• Preparing for your new arrival - home set up
• Puppy through to adult training.
• Group classes and bespoke 1-2-1 training
• Behaviour consultations
• Focused training workshops
• Trusted trainer for Therapy Dog Training UK
• Hoopers classes

www.surreyhillsdogtraining.com
info@surreyhillsdogtraining.com

John Venn
Tel: 07880 707467
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The trustees’ professional advisers have submitted a pre-application document 
with a covering letter requesting pre-application advice from Mole Valley 
District Council Planning Department.  Our advisers set out in some detail  
the limitations and opportunities offered by both the Hut and the current  
Village Hall sites, setting out ideas for site layout, general design, car  
parking and highlighting community engagement and preferences  
expressed during the recent public consultation exercise. This is a process  
that gives both applicant and planners an opportunity to raise any major 
concerns and to resolve them before the final planning application is 
submitted. 

The trustees should hopefully be in the position to update residents on the 
outcome of the pre-application process within the next two months and 
then expect to submit an actual planning application later on this spring.  
This application will primarily be focussed on access, site layout, building  
scale and massing and materials and will not yet include the developed 
internal design. Mindful of spending trustee funds wisely, the developed 
and technical design stages will follow receipt of planning permission  
when secured.

Sally Hewetson 
Interim Chair 

         WESTCOTT VILLAGE HALL UPDATE Westcott
Village Hall

About the venue: Hire rates:

The Perfect Venue for any event
The Westcott Village Hall, previously the Reading Room, is in the 

heart of the village of Westcott, in the Surrey Hills close to Dorking. 
It is a flexible space with diverse amenities available for hosting 

classes, meetings and functions.

Mobile: 07967 286636        Email: info@westcottvillagehall.com
www.westcottvillagehall.com

• 1 x large hall (100 pax)
• 1 x meeting room (8 pax)
• Drop down projector screen
• Modern audio system
• Wi-Fi
• Male and female cloak rooms
• High capacity gas heating
• Large car park onsite

• Mornings - £19 - £32
• Afternoons - £24 - £61  
• Evenings - £35 - £69
• Kitchen (fully equipped) - £25
• Sale of alcohol licence - £20
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Colin Campbell
Local Electrician

T:  01306 883 126
M: 07770 760 581

colincampbell146@btinternet.com

 Registered Part P 
 Approved Contractor 

We are a local tree surgery company offering all 
aspects of tree works by our qualified and fully 
insured team.  

info@ttasurreyltd.co.uk 
0800 1978490 

Sundown Cottage, Guildford Road, Westcott, Surrey, RH4 3QE 

• Tree surgery 

• Felling 

• Stump removal 

• Planting 

• Hedge cutting 

• Consultancy 

• Oak Processionary 
Moth treatment & 
nest removal  

Westcott based 

01306 711293
edebros.co.uk

• Established 1926, 
Capel-based 
and family owned

• For STRESS-FREE
local, national and
worldwide moves

• Contact us 
for your FREE
estimate...

HANDYMAN

Martin the Handyman 
can do them for you.

Call: 07770692499
Email: martinfinnis@gmail.com

Have you been
putting off jobs?

FREE ESTIMATESFULL LIABILITY INSURANCENO JOB TOO SMALL
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              ABINGER NURSERY
There was a flurry of snow and we all 
rushed to peer out the big nursery 
windows BUT by the time we had all 
(and there are a few of us) suited 
and booted would you believe that 
the flurry had gone? The promise of 
snow is an exciting but sometimes 
impossibly short lived dream. Who 
knows by the time this is published it 
could be a different story,

Staying cosy inside isn’t a problem 
though - not when there is a beautiful 
beanstalk climbing the stair banister 
and a castle to clamber in and out of.  
We were treated to the story of Jack 
and the Beanstalk – all mesmerised as 
we travelled throughout the nursery 
as Jack -first with our cow in tow and 

then  with our magic glow in the dark  
beans in our pockets.

Whilst digging in the garden making 
sure our trucks were fully fed we came 
across a familiar wriggly individual 
wanting to join in the fun! And then 
another! Big juicy worms! They just 
loved to wriggle across the palms of 
our (already) muddy hands. 

On the streets of Paris is where we 
found ourselves one Thursday – 
choosing from an array of all things 
delicious in our French Café.  We can 
now order all the essentials of a petit 
dejeuner and eat them up too!

If you have a child looking to start 
Nursery please don’t hesitate to get 
in touch.  Please call 07842 978823 
or email abingercommonnursery@
gmail.com We can’t wait to show you 
around!

Kate Fairbrass
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 Home and Household
 Business
 Listed Buildings
 Valuables, Antiques & Art

With you every step 
of the way

01306 740 555

Anthony Wakefi eld & Company Ltd is authorised & regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority with reference: 307545. 
Company number: 01756254. Our registered offi ce is 4 Guildford Road, Westcott, Surrey RH4 3NR.

www.anthonywakefi eld.com

Sherlock Funeral Service 
130-year-old, independent, 

family business. 

• Funeral Directors & Monumental 
Masons 

• Private Service Chapel & Rest 
Rooms 

• Home visits if required 
• Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

 

Trellis House 
190 South Street  
Dorking RH4 2ES 
T: 01306 882266 
E: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk 

Sherlock Funeral Service 
is a part of Stoneman 
Funeral Service as of 

2010. 

Lawn Mowing
Lawn Treatments
Garden Tidy Ups
Turfing
Hedge Cutting
Pressure washing

Dorking and surrounding areas

07905 160765
phil@philsmowingdorking.co.uk
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WESTCOTT VILLAGE 
COFFEE MORNING 

 
Wednesday 7th February 

at 
The Village Hall 

 
Jigsaw and Book exchange 

Sandra’s cakes & scones 
 

Come and join us 
10.30am - 12.00 midday   

The otherworldly view from the 
Coach Road to Landbarn Farm 

by Gill Todd

The power of the rain 
by James Friend
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RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
AGRICULTURAL • SCHOOLS • ACOUSTIC

 HOARDING • GATES • SECURITY 

RICHARDSON & BRADS FENCING LTD
T: 01306 640 143 - 01483 414 745

E: INFO@RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK
W: WWW.RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK

A: 168 SOUTH STREET, DORKING, SURREY, RH4 2ES
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Great Spotted Woodpeckers
     

Early spring 
is a great 
time to look 
for birds – 
they are 
starting to 
sing making 
them easier 

to locate, and before the trees come 
into leaf they are easier to see than 
in high summer. Although perhaps 
not what a human would call song, 
the distinctive drumming of a male 
woodpecker against a tree in short 
sharp bursts in spring defends territory 
and aims to attract a mate. 

Great spotted 
w o o d p e c k e r s 
are black-and-
white birds with 
red underneath. 
Adult males have 
a red patch 
on the hind 
crown (left), the 
female’s crown 
is plain black (1st 

photo above) while the youngsters’ 
heads are mostly red.

The powerful bill is fitted on a skull 
reinforced to absorb the shock of 
striking wood and complemented by 
strong neck muscles. This enables the 
drumming, the excavation of the nest 
hole in a tree trunk, the cracking open of 

          DORKING AND DISTRICT RSPB
tough seeds and also, aided by a long, 
bristly tongue, allows it to chip away 
wood to feed on hidden invertebrates. 
In the garden, a peanut feeder is an 
especial favourite. In late summer, the 
adults can be seen teaching the young 
how to cope with this alien bounty. The 
brood of between four and six young 
leave the nest about three weeks after 
hatching, at which point each parent 
takes complete responsibility for half the 
youngsters.

The woodpecker has short legs with 
strong claws on the toes, of which two 
point forwards and two backwards 
(zygodactyl) which facilitate moving up 
the tree trunk by two-footed hops. Their 
stiffened tails act as a pivot and extra 
support. These also work well on garden 
bird feeders, where the woodpecker 
is often the most dominant species. 
Images here are courtesy of Rob Carr, 
RSPB Dorking & District local group.

RSPB Dorking and District Local 
Group includes the areas of Dorking, 
Leatherhead, Bookham, Epsom and 
Ewell. We offer regular walks, both at 
weekends and midweek and meetings 
in person and online to provide the 
chance to learn more about nature in a 
friendly way. Check out our activities on 
Facebook @ “RSPB Dorking and District” 
or our website https://ww2.rspb.org.uk/
groups/dorkinganddistrict/

Jonathan Groves
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Faye and her team are friendly, reliable 
cleaners who can solve all your  

household chores.  
Working in Westcott for 12 years.  

Local references available.  
Phone 07590 276238  

info@astartaxi.co.uk

A-Star Taxis
01306 882299

ALL OCCASIONS
ANY LOCATION

AIRPORTS  HOTELS  PUBS  RESIDENTIAL 
CLUBS  7 SEATER  6 SEATER  ESTATE

SALOON  PRESTIGE  WHEELCHAIR ACCESS

IRONING SERVICE
No time for ironing?
Let us help with our 
friendly ironing services
•Collection & delivery
•Quick turnaround
•Every care taken

www.professionalironingservice.com

Tel Jane on 01306 737176
or 07976 050 808
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Westcott School from 1854 until now

In the years before 1854 schooling 
in Westcott was confined to a few 
‘cottage’ schools run by enlightened 
individuals who had a good education 
themselves. These included Miss 
Ruffell’s School at the Old Barracks 
in Westcott Street and Milton Street 
School (at House numbers 4 and 5) 
which was most likely supported by 
the Barclay family for the families 
who lived and worked on the Bury Hill 
Estate. There were other small ‘house 
schools’  where the payment was 6 
pence and 3 pence weekly.

The Westcott Holy Trinity Church had 
been built and opened in 1852 and 
the Reverend Henry Seymour, the new 

          WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP 
Vicar of Westcott, initiated planning 
for a Village School with the support 
of Richard Fuller of The Rookery Estate 
and a group of benefactors. An 
application was made to the National 
Society to open a school for 80 boys 
and 80 girls and 50 infants. It was to 
include accommodation for the Head 
Master and Head Mistress. The site for 
the proposed school was on a piece of 
land provided by Richard Fuller, Robert 
Barclay and William John Evelyn, the 
Lord of the Manor. A committee of 
senior citizens was formed to raise the 
funds for building the school. After the 
school was opened it was managed 
by a committee including Rev. Henry 
Seymour as Chairman and R.Barclay, 
Esq as Hon Treasurer.
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www.kingfisherfarmshop.com  |  01306 730 703

‘Kingfisher’ Farm Shop
Flower Shop

celebrate 
valentine’s 

with local 
bubbly 

T 01483 202 143
M 07506 699 887

www.sherekitchens.co.uk

Bespoke... Naturally
Every Shere Kitchen is unique 

and built to last. We work 
collaboratively with each client 

to develop a truly bespoke 
design. Beautiful materials are 
blended with fine craftmanship 
at our workshop. Extensions,
new builds or listed buildings.

Contact us to arrange a
complimentary consultation.   
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          WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP (cont.)
The annual Government Grant was 
some £187 and the total income was 
£508  to cover Teachers’ Salaries, Books 
and Stationary, and Maintenance of 
the school buildings. This was largely 
made up by private contributions to 
the school from people in the village. 
There were 88 boys, 79 girls and 155 
infants with the Headmaster and 2 
Mistresses running the main school 
and a Head Mistress and 3 assistants 
for the Infant School. Each child had 
their own ‘slate’.

Let us not forget that Britain was at 
war in the Crimea during this period, 
and in 1854, the famous battles of the 
Alma, Balaclava and Inkerman and 
the Siege of Sevastopol took place. 

Further improvements were made in 
1899 when mains water was installed 
which made it no longer necessary 
to draw water from the well in the 
playground. In 1912 the headmaster 
elected to live in his own house 
Dorking and the school took on its 
more recent appearance. The rooms 
on the ground floor became available 
as school rooms and a single-story 
extension provided 2 more rooms and 
a school hall. 

After WWII with smaller numbers of 
pupils and some new schools in Dorking 
the numbers of pupils at Westcott 
declined despite raising the school 
leaving age to 15 in 1944. As a result 
Westcott was given Primary School 

status to provide education only up to 
age 11 in 1949. More changes to the 

educational organisation have taken 
place since then.
The wealthier local residents often 
provided the school children with 
contributions such as Sir George 
Touche with a box of chocolates for 
each child at Christmas; Mrs Woolly 
sent a large Suet pudding with treacle 
on Tuesdays and a large Rice pudding 
on Thursdays in bad weather.  Mrs Rate 
of Milton Court provided tooth brushes 
for poorer children. Many children 
turned up with shoes and boots in 
deplorable condition and the Vicar 
very kindly supplied 35 new pairs. Every 
opportunity was taken to celebrate 
a national event for the children’s 
benefit. On 23rd January 1901 when 
the news came that Queen Victoria 
had died, the Headmaster gave an 
summary of her glorious reign.

Headmasters of the School
Mr Humphrey 1854 – 59
Mr Coxhead  1860 – 65
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remedial roofing 
• provided or intended for people with roof issues and deficiencies. 
“remedial roofing”We specialise in:

New roofs, 
slate & tiled roof 

specialists

ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED

Recommended, vetted & monitored local traders and service providers. Recommended by 
previous customers, vetted by Checkatrade, monitored via customer feedback. Obtain an up-to-

date report of remedial roofing on www.checkatrade.com

All roof repairs, 
moss removal & 
gutter clearance

New uPVC 
Fascia, soffit & 

guttering

Flat roofs, 
traditional felt & 
GRP fibreglass

Call us today for a FREE quotation on:

01306 304736 | 07852 833802                         

info@remedialrooÞng.co.uk                                                     
www.remedialrooÞng.co.uk


Average Score 10/10

BUY, SELL or LET
your property with…

Local  People  • Local  Knowledge • Local  Experts

27 South Street, Dorking, Surrey  RH4 2JZ
www.seymours-estates.co.uk

Seymours Dorking
01306 776674

sales@seymours-dorking.co.uk
lettings@seymours-dorking.co.uk 

 
Soft interiors 

By 
Josephine 

 
BESPOKE HIGH 

Quality CURTAINS, ROMAN BLINDS AND 
soft furnishings  

 
PERSONAL AND FRIENDLY advice on 

design 
 

Fitting service available 
 
 

        Telephone:  01306 644802 (Home) 
                              07767 771777 (Mobile) 
        Email:        josoftinteriors@gmail.com 
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Mr Brown        1866 – 67
Mr Prescott    1888 – 94       (Infants 
combined with main school in 1899)
Mr Johnson  1895 – 1909
Mr Gore     1910 – 25
Mr Williams     1926 – 32
Mr Earl             1933 – 57         
Miss E.G.Peck   Easter ’57 – Summer ‘57
Miss B.I.Hutchinson Summer ’57 – Easter ‘58
Mr Dittert                 1958-72
(Reorganised as a First School in 1972)
Mr Barter           1973 – 79
Mrs Illsley     1980 – 96
Miss Happé       1997 – 2004
Mrs Weaver 2004-2013
Mrs Ratcliffe 2013-2021
Mr Coles 2021-2023
Mrs Fyson  2023 - present 

Assistant Teachers of Note
Miss Greathurst    1879 – 1925   45 years
Miss Johnson    25 years as scholar, 
pupil teacher and assistant 
Miss Venis    1908 – 1945     37 years  
Miss Gore     1925 – 1949     24 years
Mr Roberts  1914 – 1923  (interned 
as a POW in Germany during WWI)
Miss Beasley  1947 -1976       29 years 
  

The school’s 150th Anniversary was 
celebrated on the weekend of 
16th/17th October 2004 when Terry 
Wooden, the Chairman, and members 
of the WLHG committee invited over 
100 former pupils back to the school for 
a ‘Westcott United Weekend’. A great 
many people returned to see their old 
school and they were entertained 
in the school and to dinner in the 
Reading Room. Terry Wooden and the 
WLHG produced a book entitled The 
History of Westcott School 1854 – 2004 
which provides many photographs 
and recollections of school life over 
the years.

The Head Master has been required 
to keep a School log book since 
July 1863 to record school matters 
such as official visits and significant 
events in school life.  Much of this has 
been extracted by the WLHG and is 
accessible on the WLHG archives.

The next WLHG event will be a Talk 
by Rachel Oxberry about the Kent, 
Sussex and Surrey Air Ambulance 
Service on Tuesday 12th March at 
our usual venue in St Johns Church 
Hall at 8pm. The WLHG committee 
welcomes suggestions for talks and 
speakers and can be contacted at  
westcottlocalhistory@gmail.com    
Local information is available on our 
website - www.westcottlocalhistory.
org.     

Roger Christian

          WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP (cont.)
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GET fitter, stronger and healthier
FEEL more energised and resilient
BE motivated and supported

STRONG IN BODY AND MIND

YOU 
CAN

1-2-1 PERSONAL TRAINING  
in Westcott and the Surrey Hills

CONTACT:

 07940 540224 
 hello@msptfitness.com

www.msptfitness.com

• Private gym
•  Bespoke training 

programmes
•  FREE initial 

consultation

Take charge of your health and well-being 
TODAY!

07846 508117

WWW.HANNAHSCHELLANDER.COM

ANXIETY & PANIC ATTACKS

FEARS & PHOBIAS

TRAUMA & PTSD

CONFIDENCE

SLEEP PROBLEMS

UNWANTED HABITS

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT

 

CLINICAL HYPNOTHERAPY � TRAUMA THERAPY

Tel: 01306 740003 • Email: info@bramleyhouse.net 
Web: www.bramleyhouse.net

Westcott Street, Westcott 
Dorking RH4 3NX

Bramley House is a residential home from 
home set in beautiful grounds nestled 
in the heart of the Surrey Hills. We pride 
ourselves on tailoring to all levels of 
residential care needs from respite breaks 
and companionship reasons through to 
dementia and more complex requirements.

 24 hour care and support
 16 delightful rooms
 Friendly caring staff
 Freshly prepared meals
 Permanent & respite stay
 Varied activities and outings
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            MUSIC IN DORKING
4th at 3.00, Piatti string quartet at Dorking Halls, £21, 01306 740619
7th at 7.15, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £19, 01306 881717
10th at 5.00, Dorking Chamber Orchestra at St Nicolas’s church, Bookham, £15
16th at 7.30, Royal Marines band at Dorking Halls, £23.50, 01306 881717
18th at 3.00, Carducci string quartet at Dorking Halls, £21, 01306 740619
20th - 24th at 7.45, Grease the musical at Dorking Halls, £20-24, 01306 881717
24th at 7.30, Surrey Philharmonic Orchestra at St George’s church, Ashtead, £16

The Dorking Concertgoers present the first two concerts of a three-concert 
string quartet series. In the first, the Piatti string quartet will play quartets by 
Mendelssohn and Dvorak, plus a quartet by the rarely-heard Irish composer Ina 
Boyle. In the second concert the Carducci quartet will play an early Haydn 
quartet, a middle-period work by Beethoven, and Ravel’s ravishingly beautiful 
quartet. Please note that both these concerts take place in the afternoon. The 
third concert in the series will follow in March.

The Dorking Chamber Orchestra, performing in Bookham, will play symphonies 
by Haydn and Mozart, along with Respighi’s Ancient airs and dances. The 
Surrey Philharmonic Orchestra, playing in Ashtead, opens its programme 
with Mendelssohn’s Hebrides overture, follows it with Mozart’s lovely clarinet 
concerto (soloist James Gilbert), and finishes with Haydn’s last symphony, his 
London symphony.

The band of His Majesty’s Royal Marines comes to Dorking Halls. These talented 
and versatile musicians will present a varied evening of music including solos, 
marches, overtures and film music.

The Dorking Dramatic and Operatic Society presents a production of Grease, 
the musical – a story of teenage romance and with a score containing several 
well-known numbers. It runs over a period of five days, and there will also be a 
matinee performance on Saturday 24th.

In a screening at the Dorking Halls, Massenet’s ballet Manon can be seen in a 
live relay from the Royal Ballet in London. 

Ian Codd
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Nick Fletcher, owner of Westcott Garage Ltd.

After 19 years running the garage, Nick has 
decided to semi-retire, and has sold the 
business.

Nick started his working life in aircraft 
electronics with Racal. The next phase of 
his working life was restoring vintage cars. 
After he acquired the Westcott Garage he 
continued to restore vintage vehicles while 
also servicing modern cars. Now in semi-
retirement, he will continue to be involved 
with vintage cars, and will also have more 
time for his other hobbies, including motor 
cycling.

Nick wishes to thank all his customers for their 
loyal support over nearly 20 years.

The new owner of Westcott Garage is 
Michael High. After school, Michael served an 
apprenticeship sponsored by Nissan. He later 
worked for a BMW garage and more recently 
was an AA patrol man. Michael always wanted 
to have his own business, and heard about the 
opportunity to acquire the Westcott Garage 
through a mutual friend. He is really looking 
forward to working with us in the village.

Gordon Williams

          WESTCOTT GARAGE UPDATE
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Some pupils decided to design their 
waistcoats for themselves, whereas 
others made one as a present for 
a family member. Several children 
adapted the pattern to make a small 
one for a teddy! Each waistcoat was 
completely original as pupils were 
able to decide what 
motif to add to the 
waistcoat and whether 
they wanted to include 
buttons or pockets. 
 
 
Years 5 and 6 Greek WOW day
 
Otters and Owls had a fabulous day 
celebrating their work in the half term 
unit What did the Greeks ever do for 
us?.
We had the most amazing display 
of Greek costumes and the children 
each made a Greek pot. They also 

It has been so inspiring to see your 
children flourish and enjoy their 
learning, showing such enthusiasm 
for every aspect whether it be sports 
tournaments or Doodle maths!  The 
spiritual feeling and warm community 
togetherness makes Surrey Hills so 
special to us all. 
 
Year 3 Hedgehogs creating cushions! 

In 
DT Hedgehogs have been very busy 
making cushions! They first drew 
out their designs and practised the 
different types of stitching (running 
stitch and cross stitch). After 5 hours of 
hard work, they had all finished their 
cushions. They should all be incredibly 
proud of their determination with 
threading needles and making their 
cushions look like their designs!  

 

Year 5 Owls and Otters DT
Year 5 pupils have designed, cut out 
and sewn waistcoats this half term in 
their Design and Technology lessons. 

   SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS PRIMARY SCHOOL
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     SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS SCHOOL (cont.)
learnt to write their name in Greek 
and in the afternoon, had a wonderful 
Greek feast! Thank you to all parents 
and carers for their generous and 
delicious contributions - we had a 
brilliant day!

Year 6 Visiting Artist Louise Scillitoe-
Brown
The Year 6s have also been working 
hard over the past three weeks 
creating 3D pieces inspired by the 
Parthenon Marbles. We were so lucky 
to have the expertise of Mrs. S-B to 
guide us in creating masks, armour, 
clothing and jewellery inspired by the 
period using a range of materials and 
media.

The children surprised themselves with 
their results:
I love working in 3D, I knew exactly 
what I wanted to make, but am 
surprised it has come out just like I 
wanted it to!  Aidan J

I’ve never sewn a button before, now 
I can take my jewellery on and off 
easily!  Pei
I didn’t realise that the marbles started 
off really brightly coloured when they 
were first painted and then faded over 
time! I love how bright mine has turned 
out!  Odett
 

Movie night
 
We have been busy raising funds for 
the new trim trail for the field. We held 
movie nights over a two-week period 
and raised over £350. The children had 
a wonderful time, chilling out with their 
friends and eating sweets. 
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   SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS SCHOOL (cont.)
Victorian Day Tuesday 9th January 2024

On 9th January Surrey Hills All Saints School celebrated the school turning 
170 years old with a Victorian Day. The children arrived dressed in a variety 
of Victorian costumes and were very excited for the day ahead. There were 
numerous chimney-sweeps with sooty faces and brushes, poor children dressed 
in rags and more wealthy pupils wearing beautiful sailor suits and pretty long 
dresses. Teachers had also dressed for the day, borrowing aprons, mob caps 
and shawls.

The day began with a short assembly in the hall which gave everyone the 
opportunity to show their outfits to the other classes and learn a little bit more 
about the day. Then everyone assembled in the playground to take a whole 
school photograph. Children learnt that photography had only just been 
invented when the school first opened and that they should not smile and sit 
very still as this was necessary in Victorian days to get an unblurred photograph.
 

After this, children filed off into their separate classes for a day of Victorian 
schooling. Children experienced Victorian style teaching such as sitting at desks 
in rows, the use of chalk boards instead of interactive whiteboards and strict 
teachers who used surnames instead of first names. The only thing pupils didn’t 
experience was the type of punishment given to misbehaving pupils in past 
times. Children were able to look at a genuine school punishment book however; 
written one hundred years ago; which detailed some of the punishments given, 
such as when the headteacher smacked a child on the hand for throwing a 
carrot! Other activities over the day included diary writing and learning about 
old money, which was very complicated. Children also looked at old maps, and 
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     SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS SCHOOL (cont.)

U s i n g 
an old 
camera

Handwrit ing 
practice with 
slate and chalk

Dressing up 
in washday 
costumes     

Workhouse jobs: Unravelling 
rope and crushing rocks

photographs of past pupils in classrooms in their school and other artefacts such 
as irons and the old school bell.

The highlight of the day however was the workshops delivered by Horsham 
Museum. The youngest children learnt about Victorian clothing and how they 
were washed in big cast iron tubs. The children in Lower Key Stage Two learnt 
more about Victorian schooling and the older children found out about some 
horrible jobs that children and adults had to do as well as finding out about 
workhouses and trying some workhouse jobs such as crushing stones! We are all 
very grateful to Westcott History Society for paying for these workshops and we 
are looking forward to working with them in the future.

Jacky Fyson
Executive Head
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W V I O L E T H A F N A 

I O M R V S N O W T P M 

N S E A K H T X P I W E 

T A F E B R U A R Y Q T 

E M U Y C O E Z I D S H 

R E G F P V S R M S E Y 

B L R Y L E D S R T K S 

J D I P F U A E O G A T 

S N E A W A Y F S Y C L 

V A L E N T I N E O N Z 

D C Q L X H M K T B A J 

P O R D W O N S V N P C 
 

          FEBRUARY WORDSEARCH

February
Leap
Year

Shrove
Tuesday

Pancakes
Valentine

Candlemas
Winter

Primrose

Violet
Snowdrop
Amethyst

Snow

All the words in this wordsearch are to do with February, so grab a pen and 
exercise those little grey cells!
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Westcott
Village Hall

About the venue: Hire rates:

The Perfect Venue for any event
The Westcott Village Hall, previously the Reading Room, is in the 

heart of the village of Westcott, in the Surrey Hills close to Dorking. 
It is a flexible space with diverse amenities available for hosting 

classes, meetings and functions.

Mobile: 07967 286636        Email: info@westcottvillagehall.com
www.westcottvillagehall.com

• 1 x large hall (100 pax)
• 1 x meeting room (8 pax)
• Drop down projector screen
• Modern audio system
• Wi-Fi
• Male and female cloak rooms
• High capacity gas heating
• Large car park onsite

• Mornings - £19 - £32
• Afternoons - £24 - £61  
• Evenings - £35 - £69
• Kitchen (fully equipped) - £25
• Sale of alcohol licence - £20
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Did you know…?
There are two public access defibrillators (AEDs), provided by the Westcott Village 
Association, in Westcott – one in the old telephone box in the Burrell and one outside the 
Nisa shop.

Why do we need them?
AEDs are used to attempt to restart the heart of someone who has experienced a cardiac 
arrest (which means their heart has stopped beating normally).

How do I know if someone is in cardiac arrest?
If someone is unconscious (not awake) and not breathing normally, assume they are in 
cardiac arrest. Call 999 immediately and ask for Ambulance.

What do I do next?
The call handler will talk you through what to do. It will be something like this:

• Start CPR (chest compressions, ideally with rescue breaths) and don’t stop until the 
ambulance crew take over or the AED tells you to stop.

• Send a helper to collect the nearest AED. The AED cabinets are locked. The call 
handler will tell you the access code. If on your own, DO NOT STOP CPR!

• Ask your helper to stick the pads on the casualty’s bare chest (there are pictures on 
the pads to show you where to put them) and then listen to the AED’s voice prompts. 
Do whatever it tells you to do.

Who can use an AED?
Anyone. You do not need training. They are designed to be used by members of the public. 
You cannot hurt a casualty by using an AED.

Where can I get more information?
We have run some free Emergency First Aid courses in Westcott. Keep your eyes peeled for 
the next one. In the meantime, St John Ambulance have some “how to” guides online at 
bit.ly/SJA-CPR and bit.ly/SJA-AED (links are case-sensitive).
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01306 640418

01306 640418

Established Local Family Business

Established Local Family Business

Over 20 Years Experience

Internal & External

Commercial & Domestic

Friendly, First Class Service

Surrey / Sussex / Greater London

Over 20 Years Experience

Internal & External

Commercial & Domestic

Friendly, First Class Service

Surrey / Sussex / Greater London

Guildford Road • Westcott RH4 3QE

0 1 3 0 6  8 8 5 3 7 9
WESTCOTT

 Friendly village garage

 Superb service

 Good value

 MoT’s arranged

  Member of Guild of 
Master Craftsmen

• Quality Flowers • Personal Service • Customer Satisfaction •

• Wedding Specialists •
• Qualified Florists • Fresh Flowers & Plants • Local Delivery •

• Varied Gift Selection • Corporate Functions • Special Occasions •
• Funeral Tribute Specialists • Interflora Worldwide •

66 High Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1AY
T: 01306 883511  • E: fbe@btconnect.com

www.flowersbyelaine.co.uk

A6 advert.qxp_Layout 1  25/05/2017  02:44  Page 1

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Surrey Downs Tree Care is based in 
Westcott with over 30 years of 

experience 
All aspects of tree care and hedge 

management undertaken 
 

Contact us on 01306 875146 or 
07855232552 
Email Surreydownstc@gmail.com 
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          DORKING MUSEUM
Although the main Museum exhibition 
area was closed for much of 2023, 
it was still an eventful year for the 
volunteer team, including the 
unveiling of two new blue plaques in 
the town and a wide range of outside 
activities (walks, tours, talks and other 
events). It also allowed an opportunity 
to strengthen links with other bodies 
in the community, including working 
closely with Dorking Library. We have 
made changes and additions to the 
Museum’s displays and external space 
– if you have not visited recently (or at 
all) please do come and have a look.

A Call to Arms: The History of the Surrey 
Yeomanry:  

The Museum’s current temporary 
exhibition follows the history of the 
Surrey Yeomanry from its original 
formation as a voluntary unit in 1794 
during the war against Revolutionary 
France. Having been disbanded 
at least twice during the early 19th 
century, it was revived in 1900 at 
the time of the Boer War, being 
commanded by Lieutenant Colonel 
Henry Cubitt. It was based in Dorking 

during the First World War, when many 
of its members served in India and the 
Middle East. The exhibition includes 
two historic uniform jackets presented 
to the Museum by the Surrey Yeomanry 
Trust.

Great Game! 

The centrepiece of the February half-
term family activity will be the return to 
Dorking of Shrove Tuesday Football – as 
a blow football game for all to try. This is 
based on the famous Shrove Tuesday 
Football match that was played on 
the High Street until it was banned 
over a century ago! Other historical 
games to try include bagatelle, shove 
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We are a multi-office Law Firm servicing the needs of our clients throughout 

London, the South East, across the United Kingdom and Worldwide.

Family & Divorce Law
Media Law
Litigation & Mediation
Employment Law
Private Client

Property
Crisis Management
Reputation Protection
Company Corporate
Fraud & Private Crime

Branch offices in: -
Dorking | Soho | Camberwell Green | Chigwell
Switchboard: 01306 884432
www.meaby.co.uk

Strength & wisdom in law & business since 1848

We are a multi-office Law Firm servicing the needs of our clients throughout 

London, the South East, across the United Kingdom and Worldwide.
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Strength & wisdom in law & business since 1848

@MeabyandCo MeabyandComeaby-&-co
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halfpenny and some surprises from 
the museum collections. Families can 
also help create a bowling alley out of 
recycled drinks bottles. With generous 
support from the Arts Society, Dorking 
& Dorking Library. his takes place 
at Dorking Library on Tuesday 13th 
February, 10am-2pm. The Shrove 
Tuesday Football blow football game 
will then be available to play in the 
Museum on Thursday to Saturday of 
that week (15th-17th February). 

Family Activities at Dorking Library: 
The Museum is also continuing monthly 
free family activities in conjunction 
with Dorking Library. For Chinese New 

Year, we will be 
at the Library 
on Wednesday 
14th February, 
2pm-4pm, when 
children are 
invited to make 
a concertina 

dragon for the Year of the Dragon. 
Aimed at 4–11-year-olds, materials are 
provided free – with grateful thanks to 
the Arts Society, Dorking – and children 
must be accompanied. 

Enhance the Museum experience:  
Dorking Museum now has a presence 
on Bloomberg Connects, the app for 
museums worldwide, which enhances 
the visitor experience by using video, 

audio and text to tell the history behind 
the objects and paintings.  Search for 
Bloomberg Connects in the app store 
or scan the QR code at the Museum.

Get involved: The Museum is run 
entirely by volunteers but is still looking 
for new recruits who can spare a 
few hours a month to contribute to 
this important community resource. 
This could be at the front desk or in a 
varied range of other specialist roles 
with flexible working in the Museum, 
in the community or from home.  
Current vacancies include a digital 
communications manager and 
assistant(s) for website maintenance, 
e-communication, social media 
and ticketing, assistance with ad 
hoc school and youth visits, a shop 
manager and a curator of artefacts.  
See dorkingmuseum.org.uk/about/
volunteer-opportunities for further 
details and an application form.  

Dorking Museum, 62 West Street, 
Dorking RH4 1BS. Open Thursdays 1pm-
4pm, Fridays and Saturdays 10am-
4pm, free entry.   01306 876591.
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.  

          DORKING MUSEUM (cont.)
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JAZ2
SOPHISTICATED DINNER JAZZ

The Best of Sophisticated, Melodic Jazz
Add a little musical magic to your garden party/ 
anniversary/charity event or any kind of celebration, 
indoors or outdoors….
Featuring Ralph Sutton (piano) Cathy Williams (vocals), 
let JAZ2 entertain you and your guests with the best in 
sophisticated, melodic jazz...

Past Performances:
❖  Polesden Lacey Lazy Summer Sunday Jazz Afternoons
❖  Denbies Wine Estate
❖  8-year residency at Royal Academy of  Arts, Piccadilly, London
❖  Hilton Hotel, BT Tower, National Portrait Gallery, and 

many others in London
Music is great, sound quality is excellent, fees are very 
reasonable…..why wait?

Just call or email me for a chat about your requirements

www.jaz2.com Ralph Sutton: 01306 886826 or 07836 275102 
email at ralph@jaz2.com

- New electrical installations 
- Lighting design / installations
- Full and partial reviews
- Consumer units upgrades
- Security / Garden lighting

- Smoke alarm installations
- Additions and alterations
- Electrical installation
 condition reports

Offi ce: 01306 252100  |  Mobile: 07502 264108

Email: mjsyred@yahoo.co.uk  |  www.ambientelectricalservices.co.uk
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FROM YOUR DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

We would like to take this opportunity to 
introduce ourselves, Abhiram Magesh, 
Chris Budleigh and I (Leah Mursaleen-
Plank), are your local Councillors for 
the new Mickleham, Westcott and 
Okewood area within Mole Valley 
District Council, that Westcott is now 
part of.

Abhi is currently a law student who 
has lived in Westcott for 8 years. 
He is passionate about affordable 
housing that meets the needs of the 
local community and enjoys jazz and 
reading in his spare time.

Chris is a chartered accountant and 
has lived in Westhumble for 30 years. 
He is an active walker and cyclist, with 
a particular interest in protecting Mole 
Valley’s natural environment. 

I live close to Westcott on Ranmore 
Road with my husband and daughter. 
For 10 years I have worked in the charity 
sector, currently as Head of Clinical 
Research at Alzheimer’s Research 

UK, collaborating with patients, 
industry, the NHS, academia, funders 
and regulatory agencies to move 
Parkinson’s and Dementia research 
forward. I strongly believe everyone 
should have access to quality services 
locally.

We have been your local Councillors 
since May 2023 and in that time 
have been working hard to support 
residents in Mickleham, Westcott and 
Okewood. For example, in Westcott 
we were delighted to support the 
funding that was then awarded by 
the District Council to develop a 
Forest School programme in Westcott, 
through the Community Infrastructure 
Levy (CIL) Neighbourhood Fund. This 
is a fund that is generated from a 
levy paid by developers when new 
properties are built to support local 
infrastructure projects.

We have also been working closely 
with your Surrey County Councillor, 
Hazel Watson, in a number of areas 
including supporting a bid for real-
time bus information at bus stops in 
Dorking town centre, meaning that 
residents in Westcott would be able to 
plan their journeys home from town.
We have reinstated the sign for the 20 
minute parking bay outside the shops 
and replaced the road signs between 
Westcott and Dorking that were 
vandalised a year ago, and replaced 
the posts on the island at the junction 
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Accountants for Life

T: 01306 880880
E: partners@bullimores.co.uk

W: www.bullimores.co.uk
Bullimores LLP licensed to carry out the reserved legal activity 
of non-contentious probate in England & Wales by the ICAEW

 Tax • Accounts • Probate
Inheritance Tax & 

Executorship

ECO LOGS
Cut, split & seasoned hardwoods  
from local woodland restoration

Bulk grab bags & kindling 
delivered

www.ecologs.net

01306 712850    07765 214647

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

LOCAL PAINTING AND  
DECORATING COMPANY
House Painting * Windows * Doors * 

Ceilings * Walls  * Frames  
Paper Hanging 

 

SURREY TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATIONS
FULL LIABILITY INSURANCE

07876 130 016
jhnsmthrs@aol.com

jspaintingandbuildingservices.co.uk

 

Building Plans 
For Home Improvements & Extensions 

Many local projects completed 
Planning & Building Regulations Approvals 

Fast Efficient Service 
“Established over 30 years” 

MICHAEL LLOYD 
CEng MICE MIHT 

Phone: 01483 205479 or 07958 791402 
For free consultation 

Email: michael@lloydplanning.london 

Things I love about January: 
Cold, crisp sunny days, 

feeling like life is getting 
back to normal, clearing out 

cupboards on rainy days, 
reading by the fire
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of Logmore Lane / Westcott Heath.

We are here to represent you at Mole Valley District Council so if you have any 
issues or queries that you think we might be able to help with, please do contact 
us using the details below:
Leah - Councillor.Mursaleen-Plank@molevalley.gov.uk
Abhi - Councillor.Magesh@molevalley.gov.uk
Chris - Councillor.Budleigh@molevalley.gov.uk

Leah, Abhi, and Chris

FROM YOUR DISTRICT COUNCILLORS (cont.)

             Tuesday 13th February 
                         10.30am    

The tranquil and meditative artwork 
of Johannes Vermeer is loved around 
the world, but to what extent was 
his technique due to his use of the 
camera obscura? Art historian and 
TV and radio journalist Rupert Dickens 
tackles this controversy head-on 
looking at Vermeer’s beguiling work 
afresh through a different lens.

The talk will take place in the 
Martineau Hall, Dorking Halls with 
coffee available from 9.30 am.

Visitors are welcome for a fee of £7.50 but please contact Sue Box on 
01737 223932 or sue.bax@btinternet.com to book as seating is limited. 
The society meets on the second Tuesday of the month and welcomes 
new members. For more information and details of the forthcoming 
programme, please visit www.theartssocietydorking.org.uk  
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COME AND JOIN US AT 
THE QUICK RESPONSE MEMORIAL WOODLAND

Registered Charity No: 1174651

Pasturewood Road, Holmbury St Mary RH5 6LG

CHARITY EASTER EGG HUNT AND FUN DAY
                On SUNDAY 24th MARCH                             

At 12.30pm
      Fun and games for all the family            

               Easter Egg Hunt
               Egg and Spoon Races for all ages
               Easter Egg Stall
               Easter Soft Toy Tombola

   Games for all
               Raffle
               BBQ and Drinks for sale

Children £8 each 
Please Register Children ASAP to avoid 
disappointment as numbers are limited 
Email: Debbiehornblow@yahoo.co.uk

Tel: 07778873806
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        QRMW
February is upon and I am delighted 
to say that the woodland is well and 
truly springing into life.  The spring bulbs 
are well up with buds on many of them 
and the birds are immensely busy and 
quite vocal throughout the woodland.   
I have even seen a couple of the bird 
boxes being prepared to make a 
home for this year’s family!

We have a very exciting year ahead 
of us as it will be our 10th Anniversary 
since the Memorial Woodland was 
officially opened on 1st June 2014.  We 
will be holding a big celebration at the 
woodland this year precisely 10 years 
on to which everyone is invited.  So do 
put Saturday 1st June in your diaries.   

Before that though we have our 
extremely popular Easter Egg Hunt and 
family fun day at the woodland which 
will taken place on Sunday 24th March 
from 12.30. The Easter Egg Hunt is going 
to be great fun this year, we have a 
new supporter who is organizing it and 

I know the 
children will 
love it. The 
children do 
need to be 
registered 
so please 

contact Debbiehornblow@yahoo.
co.uk and advise her of the names of 
the children to register. The cost is £8 
per child for which they all get a goody 
bag at the end of the Easter Egg Hunt. 
Apart from that there are Egg and 

 
Spoon races for all!  We have games 
for the children, an Easter Raffle, an 
Easter Egg stall (so come and buy your 
eggs cheaply from us and help us to 
help our Veterans). There will also be 
a BBQ with hot dogs and Burgers and 
other stalls to enjoy. Do bring cash with 
you because bank cards do not work 
in the woodland.

Just a thought if anyone would like to 
donate an Easter Egg for the raffle or 
some smaller ones for the Easter Egg 
Stall all donations would be greatly 
appreciated. All proceeds from this 
event go towards assisting those 
Veterans who are in difficulty. We are 
all volunteers and take nothing from 
the Charity. 

I really look forward to seeing you at 
both of the above events but of course 
you are always welcome to visit the 
woodland at anytime, it is open 24/7.  
If I am there then the Visitors Centre is 
open and the kettle is on but if I can’t 
be there on the day you visit you can 
park at the front and enter through 
the side gate.   

Paul Cooling
Chairman, QRMW

Registered Charity No 1174651
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Professional 
Arborists

Dave Ford
Tree Care

Tree Felling l Pruning l Planting l  
Stump Grinding l Hedgerow 

Management l Emergency Work l
Contact us for a free quotation:

T: 01306 888 441 

E: info@davefordtreecare.co.uk

www.davefordtreecare.co.uk

A5 advert 2022.indd   1A5 advert 2022.indd   1 18/04/2022   16:3218/04/2022   16:32

CHARTERED SURVEYORS

○  Chartered Surveyors -  fully qualified and regulated

○  Property Managers -  commercial, estate, and unique

○ Registered Valuers - market, charities act, probate,  
  divorce, lending etc 

○  Fixers - solving issues, building defects, 
  adding value, general advice

�  01306 740837
�  office@brayestates.co.uk   |   �  www.brayestates.co.uk

We are qualified and experienced chartered surveyors 
providing a personal tailored property consultancy service
to our clients.

We are equally at home in town or country and have all the 
necessary expertise and adaptability to succeed in satisfying 
our clients’ requirements.

We are a small family run business,  
second generation, with over 60 years experience, 
living and working locally in the village of Westcott

We follow all social distancing protocols
Our services include:
• Internal/external painting & decorating
• Wallpapering
• Building maintenance (internal & external)
• Plastering/plaster boarding
• Free estimates

For any enquiries please contact Adrian: 
Phone: 01306 882083   Mobile: 07958 712522 

Email: adrianfewings@googlemail.com

For Mortgages and Protection
A local and friendly service, tailored  

to your needs based in Westcott

PAS Financial & Mortgage 
Solutions Ltd

T: 01306 881399  M: 07710 854040
E: paulstacey88@gmail.com

28 Ashley Road • Westcott • Surrey • RH4 3QJ
PAS Financial & Mortgage Solutions Ltd is an Appointed Representative of 

Primis Mortgage Network which is a trading name of Advance Mortgage Funding 
Ltd which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
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                     Dorking Local History Group

The DLHG continues its popular programme of both live and Zoom talks 
on a fascinating range of topics. These are free to members, but non-
members are welcome. Upcoming dates include:

• Ashtead Pottery After WW1: Live talk by Anne 
Anderson on the pottery set up after WW1 to provide 
employment for disabled ex-service officers and their 
dependents.  Monday 5th February at Crossways 
Community Baptist Church, Junction Road, Dorking 
RH4 3HB, 7.15 for 7.30pm, £2 at the door for non-
members. 

• Dunsfold Airfield in WW2: Zoom talk by military historian Paul McCue on 
the airfield built by the Canadian Army and used by allied air forces and 
the Dutch Resistance in WW2.  Monday 19th February https://www.meet-
up.com/Surrey-History-Meetup/.  

For further details of talks and other activities – or to join DLHG – go to 
https://dlhg.org.uk.

 

Westcott Baby/Volunteer Meals

No new additions in January, but if you know anyone 
expecting a baby or in need otherwise of meals, 
please encourage them to get in touch. 

We are very proud of our long-running ‘baby 
meals’ service and only too pleased to be asked 
to help.

Anna Kemkers 
07710425487
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          GREEN WESTCOTT
Eco anxiety – what is it and should we 
care? 
Any of you who have read many of 
the articles we at Green Westcott 
have written over the years, will know 
that we care about the planet and our 
impact on it. But talking about it and 
raising the issues we face, can have 
an impact on people’s mental health. 
Children are particularly vulnerable to 
this and can suffer from eco anxiety.
 

What is Eco Anxiety?  

Eco anxiety is the overwhelming 
feeling of sadness and grief when 
confronted by the state of the planet 
and the reality of where it’s headed 
if nothing changes. Does this sound 
familiar? You may have suffered from 
it yourself or have heard your children 
or grandchildren expressing their own 
worries about the world they’ll be left 
when we’re gone. 

A recent survey by Save the Children 
revealed a worrying snapshot of 
children’s perceptions of the world.  It 
states that 70 % of children in the UK 

are worried about the world they will 
inherit. 75% of those children surveyed 
want the government to take stronger 
action, not only on the climate crisis 
but also the inequality crisis. The two 
are intrinsically linked and the more 
the world deteriorates with global 
warming the bigger those inequalities 
will become. 

Save the Children previously warned 
that today’s children are set to face 
seven times more heatwaves during 
their lives than their grandparents did 
and many in the UK have experienced 
record-breaking temperatures in 
recent years, attesting to the facts of 
the climate crisis. 

Don’t they just need to ‘get a grip’?
Those of the older generation, may 
wonder about the mental health of 
the young and conclude that many 
are ‘soft’ and need to ‘get a grip’. 
Indeed, I met a someone in the village 
who contended that there was “no 
such thing as mental health” and that 
“during the war, we just got on with it”. 
Unfortunately, the research shows 
that far from being no such thing, 
mental health issues were rife during 
the war, with many suffering in silence 
and returning from war with PTSD, 
depression, anxiety and suicidal 
ideation, to say nothing of the women 
who had to deal with their own mental 
health issues and those of returning 
soldiers.  
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Garden Maintenance

O�  ce:   01306  898  917
Mobile: 07887  511  515

Garden and Grounds maintenance throughout the year

Complete garden and grounds maintenance and clearance
For more details on all services and my 3-stage lawn-care programme see website

• Complete lawn care & mowing
•  Granular & liquid lawn fertilisers
•  Moss control & complete weed 

treatment
• New poly-S technology
• Border maintenance

•  Fruit trees pruned
•  Hedge trimming
•  Leaf clearing
•  Hard stand jet washing
• Tur� ng & seeding
•  Plants supplied and planting

www.premiergardensdorking.co.uk • davidpremiergardens@gmail.com

Premier Gardens

Get IT Fixed
Get IT Connected

Expert Repair & Maintenance

ChalkHill Systems
www.chalkhillsystems.co.uk

We make technology work for you 

Call now on 01737 845980
Brockham based. No call out charges.

Fully transparent quotations with no hidden costs.

MicklehamParish News Dec 2013 63x88.indd   1 18/12/2013   18:26:00

WT Exterior Cleaning 

BEFORE

BEFORE

AFTER

Free  Estimates

www.wtexteriorcleaning.com

Call William Tooth  
07984  

883 555
Westcott, Dorking

HONESTY • INTEGRITY • EXCELLENCE

OAP  
Discounts

JET-CLEANING
• Patio’s

• Driveway’s
• Roofs

• Decking
• Walls

GUTTERS CLEARED AFTER
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          GREEN WESTCOTT (cont.)

In fact, we can go back even further 
to Hippocrates (460-377 b.c.) to find 
early evidence of mental health 
disorders where Hippocrates identified 
depression which he described as 
melancholy. Later, Galen (130-200 
b.c.) described ‘pain and breathing 
difficulties’ in women as hysteria and 
attributed this to a wondering womb! 
The Greek word for womb is hyster.

Thank goodness research has 
progressed somewhat and mental 
health difficulties are thankfully not 
attributed to wandering parts of the 
anatomy nor are they dismissed out of 
hand now but are increasingly being 
seen as a symptom of a system or 
environment, which is breaking down.

What can we do when we feel 
overwhelmed? 
So, what can we do when we are 
swept along by these enormous 
feelings which threaten to overwhelm 
us? How can we get some kind of 
perspective without denying the 
realities of what is happening to our 

planet? 

Often anxiety is brought on by sensing 
a lack of our own capacity to change 
anything. Structural problems can limit 
the possibilities of individuals to affect 
change. We can recycle, reuse and 
repurpose all we like, we can buy 
electric cars, stop using single use 
plastic, turn the heating down, yet all 
the while our governments continue 
to invest in the very drivers of climate 
change that they are admonishing us 
to get rid of!  When there is inaction by 
the powers that be, we are left feeling 
that the survival of the planet rests 
solely on our shoulders.

If we think of governments as being 
parents and we, the people are the 
children, the lack of good responsible 
parenting has resulted in the children 
becoming overanxious about the 
state of our world. Meanwhile, the 
parents seem hell bent on ignoring 
the immediate dangers and are 
failing to keep their children safe. The 
result, understandably, is anxious and 
depressed children!
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Painters and Decorators

Working in Westcott 
since 1980

Our repeat clients prove our 
Quality and reliability

Phone for free estimates and 
local references

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.com
Tel: 01306 876110

Mobile: 07880848459

Shiers 
Decor

01483 284769
info@springreachnursery.co.uk
www.springreachnursery.co.uk

VISIT SURREY’S FINEST NURSERY
Just 5 mins from RHS Wisley

Buy homegrown plants direct from our nursery in Surrey. Local British produce of the 
highest quality direct from the grower.

We offer a fantastic range, all supported by expert advice and service.

Spring Reach Nursery
Long Reach
Ockham, GU23 6PG

Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm
Sunday 10:30am-4:30pmTrade enquiries welcome

Clematis Trees Hedging Ferns Shrubs

GrassesClimbersRosesPerennialsFruit

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.co.uk
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          GREEN WESTCOTT (cont.)
As children who are now grown, we 
can look back at our parents and 
recognise their failings and that we 
all have varying levels of agency and 
thus differentiated responsibilities. 
Engaging in action to work towards 
change, both at a structural level and 
in our local communities, can be a 
helpful way to channel eco-anxiety. 
This is best when done alongside 
others and with time embedded for 
emotional support too.

If you have been affected by any 
of the topics raised in this article 
please seek help from mental health 
charities. Dorking Minds or the Climate 
Psychology Alliance may be able to 
help you. 

It can often be difficult to talk about 

our worries for our planet and the 
future.  We will be holding a Climate 
Café at St John’s Community Hall 
on Tuesday 27th February 7.30-9pm, 
to offer a space to share concerns 
around the climate and nature crisis.  
All are welcome.  

Nancy Lund

         Dorking Dhamma: 
         Meditation and Buddhism in Dorking

         Mondays 7.30 to 9.00 pm

Monday evening drop in classes available and open 
to anyone interested in practicing meditation and learning a bit more 
about the Buddhist perspective on this. The drop in classes are open 
to any experience levels, from complete beginner to someone who has 
been practising for years. The group meets at a location in Dorking 
from 7.30 to 9.00 pm each Monday. 
For more details call Paul on 07821158271 or visit the group web-
site www.dorkingdhamma.com



60

ADVERTISERS’ INDEX
A-STAR TAXIS           24

ACQUIS Chartered accountants      24

AMBIENT Electrical Services               46

ANTHONY WAKEFIELD Insurance       20 

broker 

ATTUNE REFLEXOLOGY          10

BECKY’s professional dog          24

grooming 

BRAMLEY HOUSE Residential home  30

BRAY ESTATES Property consultants   52

BULLIMORES Chartered accountants 48

CHALK HILL SYSTEMS IT repair and     56

maintenance

COLIN CAMPBELL Electrician         18

DAPPER & SUAVE Home accessories  54 

DAVE FORD TREE CARE            52

DENBIES WINE ESTATE          12

DORKING CBT           54

DORKING DECORATORS         42

DORKING LAWN TENNIS & SQUASH CLUB  38

DORKING PEST CONTROL SERVICES  16

DORKING SERVICE CENTRE         64

ECO LOGS Firewood                      48

EDE BROS Removals and storage     18

EMWOOD Pest Control                      24

FLOWERS BY ELAINE                             42

GB FENCING AND TREE SURGERY      16

HANNAH SCHELLANDER          30

Hypnotherapy

HOME COUNTIES CARERS         54

HOME INSTEAD           10

IRONING SERVICE          24

J A JOINERY Traditional carpentry    48

JAMES CROFT Wedding                     12 

Photography

J CASEY Decorating &            22

building services 

JAZ2 Sophisticated jazz                    46

JENNIFER MARGRAVE Solicitors LLP  16

JS PAINTING & BUILDING SERVICES   48

KINGFISHER FARM & FLOWER SHOP  26 

MANOR HOUSE SCHOOL                   14

MARTIN FINNIS HANDYMAN               18

MEABY & CO                       44

MF DECORATING AND BUILDING      52 

MAINTENANCE

MICHAEL LLOYD Building plans         48

for home improvements

MS.PT FITNESS                       30

PAS Financial and Mortgage            52

Solutions 

PHIL’S MOWING                                   20



61

PREMIER GARDENS Garden               56

maintenance 

RB FENCING                                    22

REMEDIAL ROOFING          28

SEYMOURS Estate agents         28

SHERE KITCHENS          26

SHERLOCK FUNERAL SERVICE         20

SHIERS DÉCOR Painting &          58

decorating 

SOFT INTERIORS BY JOSEPHINE         28

SPRING REACH NURSERY         58

SURREY DOWNS TREE CARE         42

SURREY HILLS DOG TRAINING         16

SURREY HILLS HEATING LTD         58

SWEPT AWAY Cleaning service         24

THE TREE ASSOCIATES          18

TONY WINCH Carpenter            18

TRACEY’S SEWING ROOM         54

WESTCOTT GARAGE                      42

WT EXTERIOR CLEANING                     56

RIVERBANK SURGERY 

Westcott Street, Westcott, Surrey RH4 3PA  Tel: 875577
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The  emergency out of hours mobile number is 07501 655200
The surgery is closed and the phones are diverted from 1.00-2.00pm.
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Dorking Service Centre Ltd

Award Winning Local Garage

www.dorkingservice.co.uk 01306 747050

Garage Services:

158 -160 South St 
Dorking 
Surrey 
RH4 2ES

MOT
While U Wait

Wheel Alignment Diagnostics Servicing 
All Makes & Models

Air Conditioning Cam-Belts

Brakes

ClutchesDigital Service  
Records

Bike MOT

Tyres
At Web Competitive  

Prices

Suspension  
& Steering




