
Westcott Village
Magazine             April 2024



2

Abinger Nursery.................................33
Advertisements Index …….…..…60-61
Dorking Arts Society...........................49
Dorking Group of Artists....................34
Dorking Local History Group.............53
Dorking Museum ...………............43-45
Dorking Rock Choir Concert............31
Floodlighting ........................................9
From Holy Trinity..……………….........4-5
From Your District Councillors...........59
Green Westcott.................…........55-57
Holy Trinity Services ..........................6-7
Jan Wylie............................................53
Kids For Kids Administrator Needed...49
King’s Men Concert..........................34
Mid Surrey Community Fridge Van...13
Music in Dorking.................................15
Playing the Organ at Holy Trinity...29-31
QRMW ...........................................50-51
RHS Bumblebee Survey.....................39
Riverbank Surgery..............................61
RSPB.....................................................23
Spring Photos......................................41
Surrey Hills All Saints School..........35-37
Table Top Sale....................................32
Westcott Coffee Morning.................21
Westcott History Group................25-27
Westcott Village Association ….......11
Westcott Village Hall Hire.................40
Westcott Village Hall Meeting..........19
Westcott Village Hall Quiz Night......36
Westcott Village Hall Update...............17
Westcott Volunteer/Baby Meals.........21
Westfest 2024......................................47
Who’s Who in Westcott …....…...62-63

Westcott has a population of over 
2,000 and this is the only magazine 
written specifically for the Westcott 
area by the people of Westcott.  It 
is hand delivered, free of charge, to 
every household and further copies 
are available at the church, local 
shops, pub and doctor’s surgery.

If you have any articles, photos, 
letters, etc that you think we may  
like to feature in the next issue,  
please email the Editor on:

editor@westcottmag.com
But please note, publication will     
always be subject to space and at 
the discretion of the Editor.

Copy deadline for 
May issue:

8th April 2024

This magazine, published by the 
Church in Westcott, is printed on 
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 
accredited paper from a sustainable 
source. The views expressed are 
those of the individual writers and 
do not necessarily reflect the views 
of the Church, Editor or Westcott 
residents.

Cover photo - Westcott Heath by NIck Jordan-Moss
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FROM THE EDITOR
April already! Where 
does the time go?  
Now the clocks have 
changed - I hope 
you all remembered 
- the evenings will get 
longer very quickly (I 

know it’s actually the same amount 
of time each day but that is how it 
feels!) and we really have finished 
with winter.

I  have been admiring the magnolia 
trees around the village this week 
- they are always a good sign that 
spring has sprung, and they seem 
particularly good this year.

This month in the magazine there are 
some beautiful spring photos to share, 
please keep sending them in so we 
can all enjoy them.

The Leith Hill music festival is at the 
Dorking Halls in April, which is always 
fun, and the Village Hall is hosting a 
table top sale on 20th. The coffee 
morning is on 3rd, again 
with cakes and books 
and jigsaws - so much 
more than just a coffee! 

On page 39 there are 
details of a bumblebee 
survey being run by the 
RHS, where you take 
photos of bumblebees 
on flowers and upload 

them to the survey, so they can work 
out which flowers are most important 
to the bees as they come out of 
hibernation.

Enjoy the sunshine that is hopefully 
coming, although maybe take a brolly 
and watch out for the April showers 
too, and get out on the footpaths 
that we are lucky enough to have all 
round us in Westcott.

I’ll leave you with some important 
dates for your diary in April - the 2nd 
is World Autism Awareness Day, while 
9th is Unicorn Day. 11th April is National 
Pet Day, and 23rd is St George’s Day 
and also World Book Night (just to be 
different!) The favourite in our house, 
however, is Penguin Day which falls 
on 25th April. I think you’ll agree 
that covers all bases - something for 
everybody!

See you in May,
Cath

editor@westcottmag.com
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THE ART OF GATHERING

What are your gathering 
places? I have just returned 
from the village coffee morning
which happens on the first 
Wednesday morning of every 
month and it was a joy to
see people from across the village 
gathering together 
for conversation, 
coffee and
cake. It got me thinking 
about the significance 
of gathering places 
in community.
Both contemporary 
social-sciences and 
the biblical narrative 
make the claim that we
are, at heart, social creatures. 
At the heart of our being is 
not so much the claim that
‘I think therefore I am’ (sorry 
Descartes) but rather that ‘I 
am because we are’. Even
as a form of radical individualism 
has taken hold in the 
western world over the past
sixty years, this reality still 
seems to hold true on a 
fundamental level: It is the art of
gathering in community that 
makes us fully alive human beings.

...FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

We live in a world 
where many of us 
can find like minded 
people to gather with
virtually at the touch 
of a button. Yet while 
an online world of 
individuals who share
opinions or interests 
has some value, 
it is merely a 
shadow of true community. True
community takes time, 
commitment, difference, and the 

art of gathering. True
community is both 
costly and at the 
same time worth every 
ounce of effort that it
takes to build.

When you hear the word 
church, it may well bring to 
mind big old buildings with
steeples, but the 

Greek word found in the Bible 
which is normally translated as
‘church’ is ecclesia, which 
means a public assembly 
or gathering. It is the act of
bringing people from across 
an area together for a 
shared purpose. This is one of
the reasons why church is 
for all – the non-religious, the 
devout, the questioning, the
doubters, the desperate, 
the content, the happy, and 
those at the end of their rope.

“TRUE COMMUNITY 

TAKES TIME, 

COMMITMENT, 

DIFFERENCE AND THE 

ART OF GATHERING.”
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...FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

Church is a gathering of people – all are 
invited – to explore the possibility and
plausibility of faith, hope and 
love in an individualistic age. 
You are always welcome
through our doors.
What are the spaces where 
you gather in person with 
others? We are blessed in the
local community with an 
abundance of groups, 
communities and spaces where we
can gather with others. 
Groups like the cricket club, 
our wonderful school, Cookie
Club, the WVA, the local 
history group, the gardeners 
club, the community garden,

the coffee morning. Communities 
like the mountain bike 
community that connect
through Nirvana Cycles, the 
dog walking community, 
Green Westcott, Alcoholics
Anonymous. Spaces like the amazing 
new café space at St John’s Chapel, our
village pub, corefit physio, 
the village hall. [Apologies to 
the countless other groups,
communities and spaces that 
I haven’t mentioned here.] 
Where are the spaces that
you help create the art of 
gathering which is the lifeblood 
of a community like ours?

Rev Tim 
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DATE 8:30AM 10:15AM

7th    
April

Book of Common
Prayer Communion

All Age Morning Worship

14th        
April

Book of Common
Prayer Communion

Holy Communion with Sunday Club

21st
April

Book of Common
Prayer Communion

Holy Communion with Sunday Club

28th
April

Book of Common
Prayer Communion

Holy Communion with Sunday Club

8.30am  Book of Common Prayer Communion, A  warm 
welcome in our beautiful, traditional service.

10.15am Friendly, relaxed service, using Common Worship 
and a range of music styles. This service is also livestreamed 
on Zoom.

For 10:15am Zoom service connection, please 
scan this QR code, or visit the Online Services 
page of thechurchinwestcott.org.uk and 
follow the link.

The church is open every day, 9am-4pm for private prayer & 
reflection

APRIL SERVICES AT HOLY TRINITY

MARKING LIFE EVENTS
All who live in Westcott or have a connection here are very 
welcome to have christenings, funerals, weddings in Holy Trinity. 
Contact vicar@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk for more information.
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Wednesdays 10am Communion at St John’s

MIDWEEK PRAYER & WORSHIP

B U I L D I N G
F R I E N D S H I P S

S H A R I N G
L I F E
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THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT
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THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

The Church in Westcott is part of the Westcott Good Neighbour Scheme and 
we are always here for a chat, prayer, pastoral need. 

Debt advice: Paul Stacey (paulstacey88@gmail.com)
Holy Trinity Pastoral Assistants: Mark Shakespeare (01306 888010), Ali Mabley 
(alimabley.htw@gmail.com)

For help, or more information, please contact 
Tim Armstrong, Vicar: vicar@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk
or visit thechurchinwestcott.org.uk
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Call: 01372 741 544 
email maggie.adenmosun@homeinstead.co.uk
www.homeinstead.co.uk/epsom-mole-valley
Each Home Instead franchise is independently owned and operated. Copyright © Home Instead® 2023.

If so, come and work for Home Instead Epsom and Mole Valley, 
a 5 star employer, rated as outstanding by the Care Quality Commision.

• £23.50 - £28.30 per visit
• Petrol allowance and paid travel time
• Minimum call time - 2 hours
• Excellent training provided

Dorking, Westcott, Westhumble, Capel

Benefits include: Pension scheme, health scheme, holiday pay, shop discounts

Would you like to

make a real difference
to people’s lives?
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     WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION NEWS
Thank you to everyone who came to 
the WVA Open Meeting at the Prince of 
Wales on the 21st March.  The update  
on village news included the review 
of the Westcott Neighbourhood 
Development Plan, Surrey 
County Council’s Rights of Way 
Improvement Consultation and Mole 
Valley District Council Local Plan.  
We also had some guest speakers 
including Marisa Heath, Cabinet 
Member for the Environment at Surrey 
County Council, and Westcott’s own 
Tim Way BEM who spoke about the 
Community Foundation for Surrey, 
which is a new grant-making charity 
focused on supporting local good 
causes.  

We are keen for people to step 
forward and help with the review of  
the Westcott Neighbourhood 
Development Plan please. The current 
plan, which has been in place since 
2017, expires in 2026 (a copy of which 
can be found on the village website). 
The NDP is an important document 
which enables us to play a much 
stronger role in shaping Westcott’s 
future and setting out a positive vision 
for the future development and 
needs of our community. Decisions 
on planning applications are made 
by reference to both the MVDC Local 
Plan and Westcott’s Neighbourhood 
Development Plan policies. If you are 
interested in joining a steering group 
to review and update the current plan 
alongside a professional adviser, please 

get in touch by emailing contact@
westcottvillage.com  

Turning the clock back a little….in 1840 
when St John’s was built, a box tree 
was planted in the grounds. The tree 
stood for 180 years until 2020 when 
it had to be felled due to rot in the 
trunk. Local carpenter, Alan Waring, 
salvaged some of the wood and after 
carefully seasoning it in his workhop has 
now made a beautiful clock which has 
been hung in St John’s for all to enjoy. 
Pictured is Alan Waring presenting the 
clock to Rev. Tim Armstrong on behalf 
of St John’s.  

Finally, looking ahead, the Westcott 
Village Association AGM will be held 
on Thursday 27th June 2024 at 7.30pm 
at Holy Trinity, please pop the date in 
the diary and come and join us.

As always, in the meantime, do get in 
touch via contact@westcottvillage.
com with any queries or to find out 
more.

WVA Committee
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Denbies Wine Estate

Dorking, Surrey, RH5 6AA | denbies.co.uk | 01306 876616

The Vineyard Hotel  |  Tours & Tastings  |  Dining
Art Gallery  |  Experience Days  |  Wine & Gift Shop
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The Mid Surrey Community Fridge van now visits Westcott 
every Tuesday opening at 2:45pm

It stays in the village for up to half an hour from opening at 
St John’s Chapel in Chapel Lane

Many come early to queue and chat – 
it’s a good catch up!

Please come along and stop this food going to landfill 

If you can make a small donation, it would be appreciated
      Mid Surrey Community Fridge 
      relies upon these donations 

      (£2.50 is suggested)

        Bring your shopping bags, 
        bring your friends, 

        pick up for your neighbour
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Nursery | Prep | Senior

Contact us for an Individual Tour

www.manorhouseschool.org | 01372 457077 | admissions@manorhouseschool.org 

‘A Love of Learning’

Register for a Taster Day

Book an Open Day

VISIT US
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            MUSIC IN DORKING
9th at 7.15, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £19, 01306 881717

12th & 13th at 7.30, Leith Hill Music Festival at Dorking Halls, £17-24, 01306 881717

24th at 7.15, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £19, 01306 881717

30th at 7.45, ballet screening at Dorking Halls, £19, 01306 881717

The main event for April is the Leith Hill Music Festival, with two days of 
competitions and concerts. On Friday 12th, five choirs from Dorking and the 
surrounding towns and villages will sing in competition in the morning, rehearse 
together in the afternoon with the festival conductor Jonathan Willcocks, and 
then give a concert in the evening. On Saturday 13th another five choirs will 
take their turn.  Both concerts will have the benefit of professional soloists and 
the Southern Pro Musica orchestra. 

Friday’s concert will begin with Mendelssohn’s Hebrides overture played by 
the orchestra, after which the choir will sing Vaughan Williams’ ravishingly 
beautiful Serenade to Music and Mozart’s highly dramatic Requiem.  
Saturday’s programme will comprise Lux aeterna by the American composer 
Morten Lauridsen, and Puccini’s Messa di Gloria, an impressive setting of the 
mass, named for its exuberantly joyful Gloria section. This will be Jonathan’s 
final festival after ten years at the helm, so we hope for a full Dorking Halls for 
his last two concerts.

There are three Royal Ballet screenings at the Dorking Halls this month. First 
comes a triple bill celebrating the choreographer Kenneth Macmillan, 
and then Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake with a live screening plus a later encore 
screening.
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01483 562722
enquiries@margravellp.co.uk

www.margravellp.co.uk

The Old Post Office, 130 Epsom Road
Guildford, Surrey GU1 2PT

MARGRAVE SOLICITORS LLP

•  Wills, Trusts and Probate

•  Lasting Powers of Attorneys

•  Court of Protection matters

•  Care Fee advice

•  Advising Attorneys / Deputies

•  Non-mortgage related 
residential conveyancing

Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority 
SRA number 533213

...

About us Our services

Wills

Asset Protection

Lasting Powers of Attorney

Advice regarding Enduring Powers of Attorney

Court of Protection - Deputyships/Statutory Wills

Probate and Trusts

Funding for Care & Nursing

Carer's Rights

Conveyancing (where no mortgage involved)

Before we meet

When you meet with us you will be expected 
to provide identification, usually your passport
or driving licence, and a utility account dated
within the last three months. This is a legal 
requirement under the money laundering rules.

You will receive our Terms of Business so you 
know what to expect and how much we charge.  
More details may be found on our website. 

CALL 01483 562722 to make an appointment

www.jennifermargrave.co.uk

Jennifer Margrave
Solicitors LLP

enquiries@jennifermargrave.co.uk

Our professional memberships include:-

For many years Jennifer Margrave Solicitors 
LLP has provided legal advice to older people 
and their families, specialising in living with 
dementia, wills and trusts, provision of care 
and asset protection. Jennifer Margrave set 
up the practice in 1995 and following her 
retirement in 2018 Joanne Mason and Julie 
Orgill continue as the partners of the firm. 

A team of legal and support staff offer a vast 
wealth of knowledge relating to wills and 
inheritance tax planning, lasting powers of 
attorneys, probate and trusts, asset protection 
and advice on funding for nursing care.
  
We have a conveyancer who can offer 
assistance with buying or selling property 
where there is no mortgage involved.
  
Court of Protection matters are also 
undertaken which may include applications 
for deputyships when no power of attorney is 
in place or statutory will applications. We also 
manage the affairs of clients who may have 
nobody else to act for them.  

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

Jennifer Margrave Solicitors - Outside page - R1.pdf   1   12/03/2019   10:42:02

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

Dorking Pest Control
 Services Local Authority Approved Contractors

Experts in pest control 
throughout Surrey 

 Office: 01306 743001
 Ivor: 07710 117491
 Chris: 07971 519415

Our Services Include:
Wasps, Bee Swarms, Hornets,
Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Fleas, Flies,
Ants, Cockroaches, Bed Bugs,
Rabbits, Moles, Foxes and Deer.

• Domestic, Commercial and Industrial

• Contract Work

• Preventative Control Programmes

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

• Felling • Tree Surgery 
• Pruning • Hedge • Cutti  ng

• All Types of Fencing Supplied & Erected 
• Fully Insured Free Esti mates

Tel: 01403 824048 
Mobile: 07714 689 824

CHEAP HARDWOOD 
LOGS FOR SALE
www.gbfencingandtreesurgery.co.uk

IMDT accredited trainer using proven science
based methods of positive, ethical, reward based

training.  

Locally based my aim is to provide you with
informative - practical – fun learning, services include:

• Preparing for your new arrival - home set up
• Puppy through to adult training.
• Group classes and bespoke 1-2-1 training
• Behaviour consultations
• Focused training workshops
• Trusted trainer for Therapy Dog Training UK
• Hoopers classes

www.surreyhillsdogtraining.com
info@surreyhillsdogtraining.com

John Venn
Tel: 07880 707467
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Programme Delay, Fundraising and Community Support
Following the village consultation in November the trustees’ professional advisers 
submitted a document and request for pre-application advice from Mole Valley 
District Council (MVDC) Planning Department just before Christmas. At the time of 
writing MVDC planners have confirmed that they have not yet started reviewing this 
which sadly means a delay to our programme. In the meantime,  the Development 
Group and their advisers continue to use the waiting time constructively and have 
tendered quotations for all reports which might be required to support a planning 
application. We await MVDC planner’s response before the planning application 
is submitted. This is unlikely to be before June 2024. We will ensure that details of the 
proposed planning application scheme are shared with the neighbours of the two 
sites and the village is notified before the application is submitted. Please keep an 
eye on  https://www.westcottvillagehall.com/ and other digital communication 
channels to keep up to date. The application will primarily be focused on access, 
site layout, building scale and massing and materials. Details on the developed 
internal design of the new community building will be the subject of further 
consultation with the village and existing users after planning consent has been 
secured. 

It is a priority for the trustees that we have and maintain funds for the operation 
and management of the Village Hall to ensure that it remains open for business. 
In addition, we currently have sufficient funds to meet the cost of submitting the 
planning application. However, there will be some further technical information 
that will be needed post planning consent and further funds will be needed to 
meet these costs.  The trustees are therefore focusing on fundraising initiatives. We 
are holding a Table Top Sale on 20th April, a Pie and Mash – Quiz Evening on 18th 
May and a Rock Choir Evening on 7th June 2024, details of which are elsewhere 
in this issue.  Please get involved in our endeavours, this project is now at the stage 
where we all need to start to work together to deliver our new village hall. 
The trustees have recently been successful in a Community Infrastructure Levy 
(CIL) application for a sum of money needed for health and safety work on the 
existing building and have recently initiated two grant applications to help meet 
the professional fees post-planning. We expect to make further grant applications 
as and when they are needed. 

Jim Brodrick has recently joined the trustees and we are extremely grateful to have 
his extra help and support. There is an open meeting on April 24th at 7pm at the 
Village Hall.  Please come along and get involved. 

Sally Hewetson, Interim Chair

         WESTCOTT VILLAGE HALL UPDATE Westcott
Village Hall

About the venue: Hire rates:

The Perfect Venue for any event
The Westcott Village Hall, previously the Reading Room, is in the 

heart of the village of Westcott, in the Surrey Hills close to Dorking. 
It is a flexible space with diverse amenities available for hosting 

classes, meetings and functions.

Mobile: 07967 286636        Email: info@westcottvillagehall.com
www.westcottvillagehall.com

• 1 x large hall (100 pax)
• 1 x meeting room (8 pax)
• Drop down projector screen
• Modern audio system
• Wi-Fi
• Male and female cloak rooms
• High capacity gas heating
• Large car park onsite

• Mornings - £19 - £32
• Afternoons - £24 - £61  
• Evenings - £35 - £69
• Kitchen (fully equipped) - £25
• Sale of alcohol licence - £20
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Colin Campbell
Local Electrician

T:  01306 883 126
M: 07770 760 581

colincampbell146@btinternet.com

 Registered Part P 
 Approved Contractor 

We are a local tree surgery company offering all 
aspects of tree works by our qualified and fully 
insured team.  

info@ttasurreyltd.co.uk 
0800 1978490 

Sundown Cottage, Guildford Road, Westcott, Surrey, RH4 3QE 

• Tree surgery 

• Felling 

• Stump removal 

• Planting 

• Hedge cutting 

• Consultancy 

• Oak Processionary 
Moth treatment & 
nest removal  

Westcott based 

01306 711293
edebros.co.uk

• Established 1926, 
Capel-based 
and family owned

• For STRESS-FREE
local, national and
worldwide moves

• Contact us 
for your FREE
estimate...

HANDYMAN

Martin the Handyman 
can do them for you.

Call: 07770692499
Email: martinfinnis@gmail.com

Have you been
putting off jobs?

FREE ESTIMATESFULL LIABILITY INSURANCENO JOB TOO SMALL
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Notice of a Meeting of the Trustees of Westcott 
Village Hall Trust CIO at the Westcott Village Hall 

on Wednesday, April 24th 2024 at 7pm

Westcott Village Hall Trust CIO is governed by its trustees. With limited 
exceptions (and reflecting how modern charities are generally run) only the 
trustees are entitled to attend and vote at meetings. However, in the interest 
of transparency and good governance, the trustees have adopted a policy 
to declare their quarterly meeting to be held in April each year as an ‘open 
meeting’ which residents may attend as observers.

This year, the trustees’ April meeting will be held in Westcott Village Hall at 
7pm on Wednesday, 24th April 2024 and all residents of Westcott and the 
neighbourhood are warmly invited to attend as observers. The business of 
the meeting will include:

(i) a review of the CIO’s report and accounts for the year ended 31 December
2023 which are currently in the course of preparation; 

(ii) the appointment (or, if eligible, re-appointment) of trustees; 

(iii) a proposal to defer the review of the CIO’s report and accounts 
for this and future calendar years to the trustees’ meeting to be held in 
September or October of the following year to allow for the possibility that 
the preparation by the trustees of the accounts, and their review by an 
Independent Examiner, will become more complex if the redevelopment 
project proceeds as is intended, annual accounts not being due for filing 
with the Charity Commission until the end of October in the following year;

(iv) a proposal to increase the quorum requirement for meetings of trustees 
from two to four;

(v) consequential amendments to the Governance Rules and to the 
Constitution to reflect items (iii) and (iv) above, if adopted; and

(vi) such matters concerning the operations of the CIO as may arise and be
appropriate for discussion in an open forum.

Sally Hewetson, Interim Chair, Westcott Village Hall Trust CIO

Westcott
Village Hall

About the venue: Hire rates:

The Perfect Venue for any event
The Westcott Village Hall, previously the Reading Room, is in the 

heart of the village of Westcott, in the Surrey Hills close to Dorking. 
It is a flexible space with diverse amenities available for hosting 

classes, meetings and functions.

Mobile: 07967 286636        Email: info@westcottvillagehall.com
www.westcottvillagehall.com

• 1 x large hall (100 pax)
• 1 x meeting room (8 pax)
• Drop down projector screen
• Modern audio system
• Wi-Fi
• Male and female cloak rooms
• High capacity gas heating
• Large car park onsite

• Mornings - £19 - £32
• Afternoons - £24 - £61  
• Evenings - £35 - £69
• Kitchen (fully equipped) - £25
• Sale of alcohol licence - £20
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 Home and Household
 Business
 Listed Buildings
 Valuables, Antiques & Art

With you every step 
of the way

01306 740 555

Anthony Wakefi eld & Company Ltd is authorised & regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority with reference: 307545. 
Company number: 01756254. Our registered offi ce is 4 Guildford Road, Westcott, Surrey RH4 3NR.

www.anthonywakefi eld.com

Sherlock Funeral Service 
130-year-old, independent, 

family business. 

• Funeral Directors & Monumental 
Masons 

• Private Service Chapel & Rest 
Rooms 

• Home visits if required 
• Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

 

Trellis House 
190 South Street  
Dorking RH4 2ES 
T: 01306 882266 
E: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk 

Sherlock Funeral Service 
is a part of Stoneman 
Funeral Service as of 

2010. 

Lawn Mowing
Lawn Treatments
Garden Tidy Ups
Turfing
Hedge Cutting
Pressure washing

Dorking and surrounding areas

07905 160765
phil@philsmowingdorking.co.uk
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WESTCOTT VILLAGE 
COFFEE MORNING 

 
Wednesday 3rd April 

at 
The Village Hall 

10.30 - 12.00 midday 
 

Jigsaw and Book exchange 
Sandra’s delicious cakes & scones 

 

Come and join us          

Westcott Baby/Volunteer Meals

Calling all new and expectant parents in Westcott, Did 
you know, the village of Westcott has a long tradition of 
delivering “baby meals”... contrary to the name, this is 

a hot meal for the family (rather than the new baby!), delivered to your 
door every evening for two weeks. It’s a welcome respite from the chaos 
a new baby brings and a pretty unique service we are incredibly proud of. 
We have a list of 40+ volunteer cooks in the village who will buy, cook and 
deliver a meal. Many of the residents of Westcott will tell you how incredible 
it was to have people from their community arriving on the doorstep with 
dinner every day as they struggled to adjust to life with a new baby, and 
what’s more, we love to do it! If you’re living in Westcott and expecting a 
baby or know someone who is, PLEASE get in touch we’d love to help! 

By the way - if Westcott residents need meals while adjusting to a family 
crisis, illness or discharge from hospital we can also help. Please get in touch.

Anna & the Westcott Volunteer cooks team 

Anna Kemkers 07710425487
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RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
AGRICULTURAL • SCHOOLS • ACOUSTIC

 HOARDING • GATES • SECURITY 

RICHARDSON & BRADS FENCING LTD
T: 01306 640 143 - 01483 414 745

E: INFO@RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK
W: WWW.RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK

A: 168 SOUTH STREET, DORKING, SURREY, RH4 2ES
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Dawn Chorus
Many forms of wildlife watching 
involve a degree of discomfort – Arctic 
cold, tropical humidity, windswept 
headlands or small boats in choppy 
seas. At this season, however, we can 
enjoy one of the world’s best wildlife 
experiences while still in bed. Even in 
cities, but certainly in our area rich in 
mature gardens with shrubs and trees, 
the dawn chorus reaches its peak 
in May. As the breeding season hots 
up, male birdsong reaches its zenith 
because the territory for food-gathering 
must be protected.  For many species, 
strong musical performance also offers 
the opportunity for liaisons with willing 
females.  

Almost all birds sing as the day gets light.  
This proclaims “I’ve survived the night 
and this is still my patch.” It also makes 
good use of the time between waking 
and having enough light and warmth 
for insects to take wing and the serious 
business of food gathering for a hungry 
brood to start. For many migrants such 
as the warblers, the males arrive first to 
set up territories, so the dawn chorus 
provides the first point of contact for 
prospective pairs.

It is worth getting up in the dark (around 
4am) at least once in May to enjoy the 

          DORKING AND DISTRICT RSPB
full benefit of the experience outdoors.  
Wear a fleece, take a plastic bag and a 
cushion to sit on, settle quietly and wait.
The tawny owl hoots as it retires to its 
daytime roost in a large tree after a night 
of hunting.  Not long after, a robin begins 
to sing. Then every robin within earshot 
competes. Blackbirds soon join in with 
their melodies. Robins and blackbirds 
have large pupils and so see more at 
dawn and dusk than most garden birds.  
The chaffinches, the pigeons and doves 
are heard next. Then the others join the 
chorus in rapid succession. The dawn 
chorus is an experience, not a tutorial, 
so don’t expect to learn to identify 
birdsong during the dawn chorus. Lots 
of individuals of every species are all 
singing at once in a glorious cacophony.

RSPB Dorking & Districtare holding a 
dawn chorus walk on Saturday 4th 
May at Bookham Commons. Meet 
at 5am at Bookham Tunnel Car Park, 
Commonside, Great Bookham KT23 
3ES what3words///same.most.gently 
Leader: Glenn Tel: 07483 848837 
(Car Park run by NT, walk is free to RSPB 
members or £5 to non members, no 
toilets.) Listen to the sounds of spring 
awakening & learn about the birdsong 
of our resident songbirds and migrants 
that arrive each spring. 

Facebook: RSPB Dorking and District 
Website: https://group.rspb.org.uk/
dorkinganddistrict/ 
Email: rspbdorking@gmail.com

Jonathan Groves
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Faye and her team are friendly, reliable 
cleaners who can solve all your  

household chores.  
Working in Westcott for 12 years.  

Local references available.  
Phone 07590 276238  

info@astartaxi.co.uk

A-Star Taxis
01306 882299

ALL OCCASIONS
ANY LOCATION

AIRPORTS  HOTELS  PUBS  RESIDENTIAL 
CLUBS  7 SEATER  6 SEATER  ESTATE

SALOON  PRESTIGE  WHEELCHAIR ACCESS

IRONING SERVICE
No time for ironing?
Let us help with our 
friendly ironing services
•Collection & delivery
•Quick turnaround
•Every care taken

www.professionalironingservice.com

Tel Jane on 01306 737176
or 07976 050 808
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The Distinguished Residents of Milton 
Heath House

The house was built in 1872 for 
Arthur Powell, the son of a wealthy 
London wine merchant. He was not 
particularly interested in wine making  
but he appreciated that the business 
depended on bottles and decanters 
and he developed a glass making 
factory in the Whitefriars area of 
London that had once housed a 
Carmelite monastery. Whitefriar’s  
glass soon became a household 
name and the family fortunes were 

e n h a n c e d 
by the 
c o m p a n y ’ s 
stained glass.   
Examples of 
this can be 
seen in church 
w i n d o w s 
t h r o u g h o u t 
the country, 
including at 
Holy Trinity 
Church here in 
Westcott.

          WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP 
After Arthur Powell’s death in 1894 
the house was bought by James Carr 
Saunders, a London Underwriter but 
it was his granddaughter, Madeleine 
Slade,  who lived at the house while 
her father, Admiral Sir Edmond Slade, 
was serving overseas. Her name is 
now remembered because of her 
association with Mahatma Gandhi.   
She read Gandhi’s biography by 
Romain Rollands in 1924 and was so 
fascinated by his principles of ‘non 
violence’. She wrote and asked 
Gandhi if she could become his 
disciple and live in his ashram in 
Gujarat. 

In 1925 Madeleine, aged 33, travelled 
to India where Gandhi gave her 
the name Mira Behn (Sister Mira).   
She learned to speak Hindi, took a 
vow of celibacy and as Mira Behn 
accompanied Gandhi throughout 
his non-violent campaign for India’s 
freedom from British rule. She was also 
at his side in England in 1931-1934 
when they attended the Round Table 
Conferences on the future of India.   
Before returning she had interviews 
with British politicians including Lord 
Halifax, Churchill, Attlee and Lloyd 
George on Indian independence.   
She was active in spreading the spirit 
of non-violence and was considered 
by the British to be important to India’s 
independence which eventually  
led to the partition into India and 
Pakistan in 1947.
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‘Kingfisher’ Farm Shop
Flower Shop

Celebrate
170 years

growing watercress
saturday 11 may

For more information 
kingfisherfarmshop.com/surrey-day

T 01483 202 143
M 07506 699 887

www.sherekitchens.co.uk

Bespoke... Naturally
Every Shere Kitchen is unique 

and built to last. We work 
collaboratively with each client 

to develop a truly bespoke 
design. Beautiful materials are 
blended with fine craftmanship 
at our workshop. Extensions,
new builds or listed buildings.

Contact us to arrange a
complimentary consultation.   
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          WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP (cont.)
Gandhi was assassinated on 30th  
June 1948 by a Hindu nationalist 
because he was considered too 
outspoken in defence of the Muslims. 
The assassins were executed. Mira 
Behn remained in India for the next 11 
years before returning to England in 
1959, and a year later went to live near 
Vienna where she died in 1982 aged 
90.   She wanted to live in the country of 
Beethoven whom she greatly admired 
and whose music she enjoyed playing 
on the piano. The Indian government 
awarded her the Padma Vibhushan 
medal  - the country’s second highest 
civilian honour for distinguished 
services to the development of 
farming and rural communities. She 
wrote an autobiography entitled The 
Spirit’s Pilgrimage in 1960. 

The next family 
to live in this 
house in the 
early 1900’s 
was that 
of Jacques 
Cartier of the 
Paris jewellery 
firm. He had 
n u m e r o u s 

contacts with the Maharajahs in 
India, many of whom came to stay 
at Milton Heath during the 1920’s and 
1930’s. The firm of Alfred Cartier had 
been long established as a jeweller 
in Paris but at the beginning of the 
20th century the founder entrusted 
its international future to his three 

sons. Louis took over responsibility 
in Paris, Pierre went to New York 
and Jacques Cartier, the youngest, 
was assigned to the London office. 
He purchased Milton Heath House 
(and Sondes Place next door). From 
there he travelled extensively buying  
pearls from sheikhs in the Middle East, 
and establishing profitable contacts 
with India’s Maharajahs.    
 
After Jacques’ death in 1944 his son, 
Jean Jacques, continued to live 
there and it was ‘JJ’  who successfully 
objected to a proposal to build a 
large housing estate on Milton Heath  
citing, in addition to other 
environmental arguments, the 
additional traffic entering the Westcott 
Road where his grandson had been 
killed in a motor accident in 1962. The 
house is now used as an office by TMB 
Marketing and some other firms.

The next event will be a talk by 
David Rose on ‘Surrey Villages, 
Past and Present’ on Tuesday 21st 
May at our usual venue in St John’s 
Church Hall at 8pm. The WLHG 
committee encourages suggestions 
for talks and relevant articles from 
the members. Contacts by email  
at westcottlocalhistory@gmail.com 
and for local information at our 
website  - www.westcottlocalhistory.
org.  

Roger Christian

1930 Cartier clasp for £121,000
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remedial roofing 
• provided or intended for people with roof issues and deficiencies. 
“remedial roofing”We specialise in:

New roofs, 
slate & tiled roof 

specialists

ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED

Recommended, vetted & monitored local traders and service providers. Recommended by 
previous customers, vetted by Checkatrade, monitored via customer feedback. Obtain an up-to-

date report of remedial roofing on www.checkatrade.com

All roof repairs, 
moss removal & 
gutter clearance

New uPVC 
Fascia, soffit & 

guttering

Flat roofs, 
traditional felt & 
GRP fibreglass

Call us today for a FREE quotation on:

01306 304736 | 07852 833802                         

info@remedialrooÞng.co.uk                                                     
www.remedialrooÞng.co.uk


Average Score 10/10

BUY, SELL or LET
your property with…

Local  People  • Local  Knowledge • Local  Experts

27 South Street, Dorking, Surrey  RH4 2JZ
www.seymours-estates.co.uk

Seymours Dorking
01306 776674

sales@seymours-dorking.co.uk
lettings@seymours-dorking.co.uk 

 
Soft interiors 

By 
Josephine 

 
BESPOKE HIGH 

Quality CURTAINS, ROMAN BLINDS AND 
soft furnishings  

 
PERSONAL AND FRIENDLY advice on 

design 
 

Fitting service available 
 
 

        Telephone:  01306 644802 (Home) 
                              07767 771777 (Mobile) 
        Email:        josoftinteriors@gmail.com 
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PLAYING THE ORGAN AT HOLY TRINITY
When I bought a house with my 
wife Mary in the Paddock, we were 
delighted to find we were near the 
church. We started going to Evensong, 
and after a few months I became 
aware that there was a vacancy to 
play the Organ. I had a chat with 
the organist, Charles Helier, and he 
encouraged me to have a go. I started 
playing for the small congregation.
 
The vicar, Alan Jonas gave me cover 
as he had a strong singing voice, and 
set the tempo. During the week, I 
practiced and Mary came to listen. I 
asked her if it was OK, and she gave 
an honest answer “no!” So I went to 
see Martin Ellis, director of music at 
St Martin’s Dorking, and an erstwhile 
pupil of the famous organist George 
Thalben Ball. Martin was reluctant 
to take me on as all his other pupils 
were teenagers aiming for organ 
scholarships at university. I said I just 
wanted to improve my playing at 
Westcott, and he agreed to teach 
me, but only on the condition that I 
practiced hard. He introduced me to 
playing Bach, then moved to more 
modern works once I had made 
progress, but I was relieved to find that 
most organ works were simpler than 
the ones he set me to learn.

I continued to play at Westcott, I also 
started playing at funerals. The most 
bizarre was for Matt [name changed 
for privacy]. Matt was a bit of a rogue, 
but very likeable. His son gave a great 

eulogy, the drift of which was that 
Dad had been a good influence on 
the youth of the village. At this point, 
there was an audible stage whisper 
from the body of the church “have we 
come to  the right funeral?” Rather too 
much laughter. Things then got even 
odder. It had rained all week, and the 
grave digger had not been able to 
complete his work. Alan went to check 
that all was in order, when there was a 
loud shout from the grave “I forgot my 
ladder and can’t get out!” Matt would 
have enjoyed this.

Shortly after, I received an invitation 
to play once a month at St James 
Tunbridge Wells. This was an honour, as 
the organ was as big as a cathedral 
one. The Saturday before my Sunday 
debut, I thought I would go and test 
the organ. The church was locked so 
the verger had to come and let me in. 
When he had left, I remembered what 
Bach used to say when he faced a 
new organ, “let’s see what this box of 

Johann Sebastian Bach at the organ
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GET fitter, stronger and healthier
FEEL more energised and resilient
BE motivated and supported

STRONG IN BODY AND MIND

YOU 
CAN

1-2-1 PERSONAL TRAINING  
in Westcott and the Surrey Hills

CONTACT:

 07940 540224 
 hello@msptfitness.com

www.msptfitness.com

• Private gym
•  Bespoke training 

programmes
•  FREE initial 

consultation

Take charge of your health and well-being 
TODAY!

07846 508117

WWW.HANNAHSCHELLANDER.COM

ANXIETY & PANIC ATTACKS

FEARS & PHOBIAS

TRAUMA & PTSD

CONFIDENCE

SLEEP PROBLEMS

UNWANTED HABITS

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT

 

CLINICAL HYPNOTHERAPY � TRAUMA THERAPY

Tel: 01306 740003 • Email: info@bramleyhouse.net 
Web: www.bramleyhouse.net

Westcott Street, Westcott 
Dorking RH4 3NX

Bramley House is a residential home from 
home set in beautiful grounds nestled 
in the heart of the Surrey Hills. We pride 
ourselves on tailoring to all levels of 
residential care needs from respite breaks 
and companionship reasons through to 
dementia and more complex requirements.

 24 hour care and support
 16 delightful rooms
 Friendly caring staff
 Freshly prepared meals
 Permanent & respite stay
 Varied activities and outings



31

whistles can do!”. Then he pulled out 
all the stops. I did the same. There was 
a huge sound, and the whole building 
vibrated. The next day as I sat at the 
console ready to play, the irate vicar 
approached and said “yesterday the 
verger reported that the new organist 
was mad, and tried to blow the roof 
off the church. Please play quietly!” I 
never pulled out all the stops again.

Back in Westcott, I sometimes played 
for 3 services on a Sunday. Then Covid 
came. I resigned from St James, and 

Evensong at Westcott was scrapped. 
Now the family service has a band, 
but the organ is still played at the 8.30 
communion service , to the satisfaction 
of the congregation. 

I have really enjoyed playing the 
organ at Holy Trinity, and would like 
to thank the congregation for their 
appreciation and support.

Gordon Williams
Sub Organist, Holy Trinity Westcott

PLAYING THE ORGAN AT HOLY TRINITY (cont.)

Dorking Rock Choir

LIVE at Holy Trinity Church, Westcott, RH4 3L�

Friday 7th June 2024 | 1�:30 - 21:30 �ho+ti#e

(Doors �&en at 1�:30)

Tickets just £10

Search Westcott Village Hall Rock Choir' on Eventbrite.com

Go to link https://WVHRockChoir.eventbrite.com

or simply scan the QR code below

Profits in aid of the Westcott Village Hall Development Fund



32

Table 
                 Top Tables still 

available  

Only £10

Profits go to the Westcott Village Hall Development Fund

Sat 20th April   11am – 2pm 

1 Institute Road, Westcott, RH4 3NP
Westcott Village Hall

Come along and grab a bargain !!!
Free Entry        Tea, Coffee and Refreshments        Hot and Cold food 

£10 a Table (8ft) for sellers  
Pre-booking essential   Email: info@westcottvillagehall.com or Tel: 07967286636
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              ABINGER NURSERY
Up, up and away! Passports at the 
ready!! Whilst it has been raining and 
pouring outside we decided to take 
a trip to sunnier climates. On a flight 
piloted by Henny and stewarded 
by Hayley – in an authentic uniform- 
we buckled in and enjoyed a zoom 
through the skies - landing first in Brazil 
before nipping to Paris then onto 
Canada.  What a whistlestop tour!

It’s been dinosaur season inside and 
out with the fabulous addition of our 
own Jurassic Park in the garden. We 
have helped to cultivate a landscape 
to rival the land before time and even 
had time to add a magnificent bug 
hotel too! Watch out for the dinosaur 
roars if you are passing by. Inside 
the floor is lava!!  We have taken an 
old tepee and carefully dribbled fire 
coloured paint at the top to create 
an utterly amazing volcano.

Who knew you could find fossils in 
Abinger?  Well neither did we but we 
thought the Jurassic Coast a little too 
far after our trip around the world so 

we made our own! Carefully rolling 
out the clay and pressing shells and 
bugs into it to make our mark. Once 
suitably painted we were able to take 
them home and hang them up to 
marvel at.

There probably aren’t that many 
bones you’d feel like nibbling on 
except the yummy ones we created- 
our very own funny bones! We 
dipped pretzels into melted white 
chocolate and added popcorn and 
marshmallows at each end to create 
the perfect bone shape. We then 
discussed the bones in our bodies 
and made sure to have a few x-rays 
in our doctor role play area.

If you have a child looking to start 
Nursery please don’t hesitate to get 
in touch.  Please call 07842 978823 
or email abingercommonnursery@
gmail.com  We can’t wait to show 
you around!

Kate Fairbrass
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Dorking Group of Artists 
Spring Exhibition: 

Betchworth Village Hall, Station Rd, 
Betchworth, Surrey RH3 7DF 

Friday 3rd – Sunday 5th May 10:00 – 17:00, 
Monday May 6th 10:00 – 16:00

The Dorking Group of Artists, are delighted to be returning to 
Betchworth Village Hall for their popular Spring exhibition. 

The original art in our exhibition is all for sale at affordable 
prices and the paintings demonstrate a wide range of different 

subjects, styles and media. Entrance to the exhibition is free. 
Betchworth Village Hall is  opposite Knights Garden Centre.

 
For more information see www.dga.org.uk, 

Facebook @dga4art, or contact@dga.org.uk. 

Angela Hall, Chair, Dorking Group of Artists
Email: jackycowdrey@hotmail.com

’
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     SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS PRIMARY SCHOOL
Bees
Bees have had a wonderful day 
celebrating 100 days of school.  They 
commemorated the event with a 
delicious cupcake, a badge and a 
game of Simon Says. Fun was had by 
all!!

Hedgehogs
Hedgehogs have 
been looking at 
all things Stone 
Age across the 
curriculum. They 
have completed 
some brilliant story 
writing based on 

‘Stone Age Boy’ alongside learning 
about Stone Age houses, jobs and 

clothing in history. In Art, we have 
been looking at prehistoric drawing 
techniques using charcoal. We then 
went on to create our own cave 
wall drawings(made from lentils and 
pulses) and created our own cave 
drawings.  

Hedgehogs have also been busy 
making their own Roman shields. We 
then practised our marching in our 
Roman legion formation. We made 
sure to march in time with our partner 
and to make our turns very sharp. We 
had so much fun marching around 
the school and practising moving our 
shields above our heads to create 
the testudo formation for protection. 
We even filmed our marching so 
that we could evaluate our own 
performances on the big screen!

KSSX
Thank you to KSSX - Air Ambulance 
Charity for Kent, Surrey and Sussex for 
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PPiiee  ‘‘nn  MMaasshh

Westcott Village Hall
1 Institute Road, RH4 3NP

Saturday 18th May 
 Doors open 6:45pm

PPrrooffiittss  ggoo  ttoo  tthhee  
WWeessttccootttt  VViillllaaggee  

HHaallll  
DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  

FFuunndd

Tickets 
£15

BBooookk  vviiaa  

QQRR  ccooddee  
LLiinnkk https://WVHQuizNight.eventbrite.com

OOrr  ppoopp  iinn  aatt  JJoonn  aanndd  MMuumm

BBaarr  &&  RRaaffffllee  
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     SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS SCHOOL (cont.)

coming in to see us and giving us an 
inspiring insight into the critical work 
this charity does on a daily basis.  The 
children thoroughly enjoyed wearing 
red for Feb recently and we raised 
over £100 for this amazing charity.

ROAR Project 
Winners!
In the Autumn 
Term, all Year 6 
children at Surrey 
Hills were fortunate 

to be able to take part in the ROAR 
Project: an innovative competition 
from Lions International delivered 
by 8billionideas. This is designed to 
promote an entrepreneurial spirit  
for all students, unlocking their 
innovative DNA. Our winning entry was 
judged by Cranleigh Lions who entered 
it into the National Competition - it 
was deemed to be ‘very strong’!

World Changing Idea
Congratulations to our winners with 
their ‘Friend 
in your 
p o c k e t ’ 
m e n t a l 
health app: 
Evie, Ethan, 
M a d d i e , 
Nancy and 
Lila.

Our runners up with their ‘Re-roller’ 
invention, to reduce unnecessary 
packaging waste were: Odett, April, 
Betsy, Vika, Amelia-Rose and Maya. 

Also highly commended were Aidan, 
Alex and Noah who designed the 
‘Super Support Suit’ to help alleviate 
problems for people with physical 
disabilities and issues with movement.

A special note to Will, Zach and  
Daniel for their invention ‘The Arthritis 
Helper’ which impressed the judges.

We were reminded that in this age  
of Artificial Intelligence, we still 
rely on the wonder of the human 
brain to create innovative and 
groundbreaking ideas.

Mrs Fyson
Headteacher
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             RHS BUMBLEBEE SURVEY
Can you be a bumblebee spotter?

This spring the RHS  are calling on 
gardeners to help them record 
bumblebees on flowers in gardens 
and parks. Bumblebees are a key 
group of wild pollinators, and like 
many pollinating insects, bumblebees 
face the challenges of habitat loss 
and climate change.

Bumblebees mostly overwinter in the 
UK as queens, which emerge from 
sheltered places as spring progresses. 
The emerging bees need flowers to 
provide nectar while the protein-
rich pollen from flowers is fed to the 
developing larvae of the worker 
bumblebees.

More information is needed on which 
flowers do bumblebees use. To help 
find the answer, the RHS are hoping 
gardeners will become community 
scientists and help spot bumblebees 
on flowers this spring. To help capture 
this information, they are using a 
popular wildlife recording tool called 
iNaturalist. This can be downloaded as 
an app onto a smartphone and used 
to capture records when you are out 

in your garden or local park, up to 31st 
May. Records can then be submitted 
to the ‘Bumbles on Blooms’ project 
within iNaturalist.

As an alternative, you can also add 
photos to the Bumbles on Blooms 
project via the iNaturalistUK website. 
You will need a minimum of one photo 
clearly showing the bumblebee on a 
flower, but ideally, take two photos 
from different angles of the bee on 
the flower, plus a third photo of just the 
flower it was on, particularly if you are 
unsure about the type of flower it is.

For more information about the survey 
check out 
https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/help-
our-research/bumbles-on-blooms

(Idea provided by Babs Lawry, 
following a Daily Mail article on March 
2nd - details from RHS website)
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Westcott
Village Hall

About the venue: Hire rates:

The Perfect Venue for any event
The Westcott Village Hall, previously the Reading Room, is in the 

heart of the village of Westcott, in the Surrey Hills close to Dorking. 
It is a flexible space with diverse amenities available for hosting 

classes, meetings and functions.

Mobile: 07967 286636        Email: info@westcottvillagehall.com
www.westcottvillagehall.com

• 1 x large hall (100 pax)
• 1 x meeting room (8 pax)
• Drop down projector screen
• Modern audio system
• Wi-Fi
• Male and female cloak rooms
• High capacity gas heating
• Large car park onsite

• Mornings - £19 - £32
• Afternoons - £24 - £61  
• Evenings - £35 - £69
• Kitchen (fully equipped) - £25
• Sale of alcohol licence - £20
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SPRING PHOTOS

These top 3 
photos were 

taken by Melanie 
Banner, showing 
Westcott off in all 

its spring glory!

The bottom 2 photos were sent in by Babs Lawry, The daffodil one was 
taken at RHS Wisley and the crocuses at Snell Hatch cemetary, so not 

quite local, but they are so spring-like I couldn’t not share them!
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01306 640418

01306 640418

Established Local Family Business

Established Local Family Business

Over 20 Years Experience

Internal & External

Commercial & Domestic

Friendly, First Class Service

Surrey / Sussex / Greater London

Over 20 Years Experience

Internal & External

Commercial & Domestic

Friendly, First Class Service

Surrey / Sussex / Greater London

Guildford Road • Westcott RH4 3QE

0 1 3 0 6  8 8 5 3 7 9
WESTCOTT

 Friendly village garage

 Superb service

 Good value

 MoT’s arranged

  Member of Guild of 
Master Craftsmen

• Quality Flowers • Personal Service • Customer Satisfaction •

• Wedding Specialists •
• Qualified Florists • Fresh Flowers & Plants • Local Delivery •

• Varied Gift Selection • Corporate Functions • Special Occasions •
• Funeral Tribute Specialists • Interflora Worldwide •

66 High Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1AY
T: 01306 883511  • E: fbe@btconnect.com

www.flowersbyelaine.co.uk

A6 advert.qxp_Layout 1  25/05/2017  02:44  Page 1

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Surrey Downs Tree Care is based in 
Westcott with over 30 years of 

experience 
All aspects of tree care and hedge 

management undertaken 
 

Contact us on 01306 875146 or 
07855232552 
Email Surreydownstc@gmail.com 
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          DORKING MUSEUM
Family Activities at Dorking Library: 
In conjunction with Dorking Library, 
on Tuesday 2nd April, 10am to noon, 
we will be celebrating April’s Earth 
Day, an annual event to demonstrate 
support for environmental protection.  
Children can use WWF craft materials 
to make a snow leopard doorhanger.  
Aimed at 4–11-year-olds, materials are 
provided free and children must be 
accompanied.
 
Easter Challenge: Up until 13th April, 
during normal opening hours, families 
are invited to come and follow the 
clues around the Museum to spell a 
name.  When you have completed the 
challenge, collect a small edible prize!

Walking in Dorking:  As the weather 
improves, what better way to make the 
most of the attractions this area has to 
offer than with the Museum’s popular 
programme of guided walks which 
starts a new season.  These include two 
on the edge of town. A Betchworth 
Castle tour includes exclusive access to 
the Castle enclosure: Sunday 14th April, 
2pm, from the gateway opposite the 

Hillier garden centre on the A25 Reigate 
Road. The walk on the Deepdene 
Trail takes in the grotto, woodland 
walks, parterre and temple, and offers 
exclusive access to the grade 2* listed 
Hope family Mausoleum: Sunday 21st 
April, 2pm, from the Dorking Golf Club 
clubhouse.

In the town centre, the Family Treasure 
Hunt for young history detectives (£4 per 
family) offers a prize for all participating 
children: Thursday 4th April, 2pm.  Our 
ever-popular Dorking Historic Pub Walk 
reveals stories of hostelries, pubs and 
inns both past and present: Saturday 
6th April, 6pm.  See Dorking as you have 
never seen it before on the guided walk 
of Hidden Historic Dorking: Sunday 14th 
April, 11am. Preceding walks all start at 
the Museum. 

And, a new 
itinerary for 
this year, 
the Blue 
P l a q u e s 
a n d 
S t a t u e s 
walk tells of 
some of the famous people who lived 
or were active in Dorking, revealing a 
diverse range of interests and activities: 
Sunday 21st April, 2pm, from the Cubitt 
statue opposite Dorking Halls.

All walks last around an hour and a half 
and should be booked in advance: 
details and booking at dorkingmuseum.
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org.uk/guided-walks-around-dorking/.  
Walks may also be arranged for private 
groups on these or other itineraries: see 
website for details, enquiries and group 
booking.  

South Street Caves tours: 

One of Dorking’s most popular 
attractions, the 17th century South 
Street Caves lie beneath Dorking’s busy 
streets, complete with graffiti carved 
into the walls, the oldest dating back 
to 1666.  A series of staircases, galleries, 
wine vaults and chambers lead down to 
the ‘Mystery Chamber’, 50 feet below 
street level.  Guided tours take place 
on the last Saturday of each month of 
the season.  Open Day on 27th April.  
Tours start at 10am, 11am, 1pm and 
2pm, each lasting about 45 minutes 
and led by a trained guide.  For details 
and open day bookings (which sell out 
fast!) see dorkingmuseum.org.uk/south-
street-caves/. Private group bookings 
may also be made, e-mail caves@
dorkingmuseum.org.uk to arrange a 
date. 

A Call to Arms: The History of the Surrey 
Yeomanry: The Museum’s current 
temporary exhibition follows the history 

of the Surrey Yeomanry from its original 
formation as a voluntary unit in 1794 
during the war against Revolutionary 
France. Having been disbanded at 
least twice 
during the 
early 19th 
century, it 
was revived 
in 1900 at 
the time 
of the Boer War, being commanded 
by Lieutenant Colonel Henry Cubitt. 
It was based in Dorking during the First 
World War, when many of its members 
served in India and the Middle East. 
The exhibition includes historic uniform 
jackets presented to the Museum by 
the Surrey Yeomanry Trust, weaponry 
and profiles of some who served.

Get involved: The Museum is looking for 
new volunteers who can spare a few 
hours a month at the front desk or in a 
range of other roles with flexible working 
in the Museum, in the community or 
from home.  Current opportunities in 
digital communications, school/youth 
visits, artefacts and guided walks.  
See dorkingmuseum.org.uk/about/
volunteer-opportunities for further 
details.  

Dorking Museum, 62 West Street, 
Dorking RH4 1BS. Open Thursdays 1pm-
4pm, Fridays and Saturdays 10am-4pm, 
free entry.   www.dorkingmuseum.org.
uk.  01306 876591.

          DORKING MUSEUM (cont.)
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JAZ2
SOPHISTICATED DINNER JAZZ

The Best of Sophisticated, Melodic Jazz
Add a little musical magic to your garden party/ 
anniversary/charity event or any kind of celebration, 
indoors or outdoors….
Featuring Ralph Sutton (piano) Cathy Williams (vocals), 
let JAZ2 entertain you and your guests with the best in 
sophisticated, melodic jazz...

Past Performances:
❖  Polesden Lacey Lazy Summer Sunday Jazz Afternoons
❖  Denbies Wine Estate
❖  8-year residency at Royal Academy of  Arts, Piccadilly, London
❖  Hilton Hotel, BT Tower, National Portrait Gallery, and 

many others in London
Music is great, sound quality is excellent, fees are very 
reasonable…..why wait?

Just call or email me for a chat about your requirements

www.jaz2.com Ralph Sutton: 01306 886826 or 07836 275102 
email at ralph@jaz2.com

- New electrical installations 
- Lighting design / installations
- Full and partial reviews
- Consumer units upgrades
- Security / Garden lighting

- Smoke alarm installations
- Additions and alterations
- Electrical installation
 condition reports

Offi ce: 01306 252100  |  Mobile: 07502 264108

Email: mjsyred@yahoo.co.uk  |  www.ambientelectricalservices.co.uk
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Accountants for Life

T: 01306 880880
E: partners@bullimores.co.uk

W: www.bullimores.co.uk
Bullimores LLP licensed to carry out the reserved legal activity 
of non-contentious probate in England & Wales by the ICAEW

 Tax • Accounts • Probate
Inheritance Tax & 

Executorship

ECO LOGS
Cut, split & seasoned hardwoods  
from local woodland restoration

Bulk grab bags & kindling 
delivered

www.ecologs.net

01306 712850    07765 214647

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

LOCAL PAINTING AND  
DECORATING COMPANY
House Painting * Windows * Doors * 

Ceilings * Walls  * Frames  
Paper Hanging 

 

SURREY TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATIONS
FULL LIABILITY INSURANCE

07876 130 016
jhnsmthrs@aol.com

jspaintingandbuildingservices.co.uk

 

Building Plans 
For Home Improvements & Extensions 

Many local projects completed 
Planning & Building Regulations Approvals 

Fast Efficient Service 
“Established over 30 years” 

MICHAEL LLOYD 
CEng MICE MIHT 

Phone: 01483 205479 or 07958 791402 
For free consultation 

Email: michael@lloydplanning.london 

Things I love about 
April - many family 

birthdays, longer days, 
more flowers in the 

garden and the feeling 
that spring is really 

here! 
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               Tuesday 9th April 10.30

Our April lecture features The Great Sun 
King, Louis XIV, best remembered for the 
creation of Versailles, an extraordinary 
and lavish court which became the 
seat of French government and the 
envy of every other European monarch. 
Lecturer Jane Gardiner will talk about 
the sumptuous state apartments, the 
vast gardens and pleasure pavilions and the spectacular entertainments 
which took place at one of the greatest courts in Europe.

The talk will take place in the Martineau Hall, Dorking Halls with coffee 
available from 9.30am. Visitors are welcome for a fee of £7.50 but please 
contact Sue Bax on 01737 223932 (email - sue.bax1@btinternet.com) 
to book as seating is limited. For more information and details of the 
forthcoming programme, please visit www.theartssocietydorking.org.uk  

Local Charity seeks an Experienced Administrator 
to Help Change Children’s Lives

Are you an experienced Administrator with a keen eye for detail, 
clear communication and excellent organisational skills?  Do you believe in 
sustainable development and wish to make a lasting difference to children’s 
lives? Do you live near Dorking and have your own laptop with MS Office? If 
so, we would love you to join our small, friendly team at Kids for Kids!
Hybrid role – home-based with up to 2 days per week in the Dorking office. 
£12-£15 per hour commensurate with experience. 20/30 hours per week.

Find out more and apply here:
https://www.kidsforkids.org.uk/recruitment-administrator/
or email davina@kidsforkids.org.uk for more information.
Please do share with friends and family - we would love to hear from you!
 

Charlotte Allum
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        QRMW
We have had an extremely busy lead 
up to Spring at the woodland and 
with our Charity work including our 
Easter Egg Hunt. The woodland wildlife 
have really been busy too. The birds 

are nesting in 
many of our 
nest boxes 
which are 
located on 
trees around 
the woodland, 
the spring 
bulbs are in full 
and glorious 

bloom, the buds on the bushes are 
ready to burst and the ferns are 
showing signs of unfurling.  Its all 
coming to life which always makes me 
feel fortunate to be able to spend time 
in the woodland enjoying the wonders 
of nature.

We also recently had to say farewell 
to our ‘Woodland Padre’, Reverend 
David Grundy and his wife Reverend 
Judith Grundy. It was a sad day for us,  
David has been so supportive to the 
woodland during his time in Holmbury 
St Mary but we of course wish both 
him and Judith a very happy and long 
retirement; although from the plans 
they were telling me about maybe not 
such a quiet retirement!  

We also had a visit to the woodland 
by Reverend Kia Pakeman and sat 
on the balcony of our Visitors Centre 

for an hour or so having an extremely 
interesting conversation. We know she 
is going to be immensely busy over the 
next few months and wish her well.   
Kia is unable to attend our 10th 
Anniversary and Commemoration 
Service on 1st June due to another 
pastoral engagement however, 
Reverend Virginia Smith will be 
joining us and participating in the 
Commemoration Service which is 
being held for the loved ones of 6 
families of Veterans who are no longer 
with us. 

W e 
welcome 
V i r g i n i a 
a n d 
hope she 
e n j o y s 
the day 
with us 
which is 
also a celebration of our Memorial 
Woodland having been officially 
opened for 10 years on Saturday 1st 
June. Everyone is welcome to this 
special day so do come along. I will 
be making my welcome speech at 
12.30 when the programme for the 
afternoon will commence.

Our Charity work has been very busy 
too, some of the work has been quite 
sad when we were needed to help 
Veterans in times of difficulty. But this 
week, although distressing to see 
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one of my own army mates suffering 
with poor health issues, it was very 
rewarding that we were able to help 
him in a small way, which is quite an 
emotional story. About six months ago 
a Veteran sadly lost his wife and he 
came down to the woodland from the 
Midlands to deliver and donate her 
almost new mobility scooter to QRMW. 
This week it was brought to our 
attention that another Veteran was 
housebound due to severe health 
issues and unable to walk more than  
a few yards.  It was mentioned that if  
he had a mobility scooter it would 
make a huge difference to his life and 
wellbeing.  So I charged up the mobility 
scooter we had been donated and 
delivered it to him. 

It was quite an emotional hour or  
so we spent talking about old times 

in the boxing team, and looking at 
photos of when we were young fit 
soldiers. The photo with this article 
I think speaks for itself! Not only will 
this piece of equipment make a big 
difference to this Veteran’s life, it was 
a very rewarding experience for me 
and my fellow Trustees, Debbie and 
Colvin. This is what The Quick Response 
Memorial Woodland Charity does but 
not without help from other people,  
like the Veteran who donated the 
scooter, and from donations we 
receive or the fundraising we do 
ourselves. We are five volunteers who 
receive no benefit from the Charity, 
we do not have a regular income nor a 
Sponsor but with others’ generosity we 
are able to assist those Veterans who 
are very often in need of assistance 
quickly.       

I hope this month’s update has given 
you a small insight into the work that 
we do not just at the woodland by 
providing a place of Remembrance, 
Reflection and Comradeship, but 
also working alongside our charitable 
organization that can help those who 
are suffering, be it by paying a bill that 
keeps them in their home or providing 
the basics to live.   

Paul Cooling, Chairman
The Quick Response Memorial Woodland

Registered Charity No: 1174651
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Professional 
Arborists

Dave Ford
Tree Care

Tree Felling l Pruning l Planting l  
Stump Grinding l Hedgerow 

Management l Emergency Work l
Contact us for a free quotation:

T: 01306 888 441 

E: info@davefordtreecare.co.uk

www.davefordtreecare.co.uk

A5 advert 2022.indd   1A5 advert 2022.indd   1 18/04/2022   16:3218/04/2022   16:32

CHARTERED SURVEYORS

○  Chartered Surveyors -  fully qualified and regulated

○  Property Managers -  commercial, estate, and unique

○ Registered Valuers - market, charities act, probate,  
  divorce, lending etc 

○  Fixers - solving issues, building defects, 
  adding value, general advice

�  01306 740837
�  office@brayestates.co.uk   |   �  www.brayestates.co.uk

We are qualified and experienced chartered surveyors 
providing a personal tailored property consultancy service
to our clients.

We are equally at home in town or country and have all the 
necessary expertise and adaptability to succeed in satisfying 
our clients’ requirements.

We are a small family run business,  
second generation, with over 60 years experience, 
living and working locally in the village of Westcott

We follow all social distancing protocols
Our services include:
• Internal/external painting & decorating
• Wallpapering
• Building maintenance (internal & external)
• Plastering/plaster boarding
• Free estimates

For any enquiries please contact Adrian: 
Phone: 01306 882083   Mobile: 07958 712522 

Email: adrianfewings@googlemail.com

For Mortgages and Protection
A local and friendly service, tailored  

to your needs based in Westcott

PAS Financial & Mortgage 
Solutions Ltd

T: 01306 881399  M: 07710 854040
E: paulstacey88@gmail.com

28 Ashley Road • Westcott • Surrey • RH4 3QJ
PAS Financial & Mortgage Solutions Ltd is an Appointed Representative of 

Primis Mortgage Network which is a trading name of Advance Mortgage Funding 
Ltd which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
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                     Dorking Local History Group

The DLHG continues its popular programme of both live and Zoom talks on 
a fascinating range of topics. These are free to members, but non-members 
are welcome. Upcoming dates include:

• Germany’s WW1 Bomber Offensive against London:  
Live talk by Ian Castle on the bombing of 
London in the First World War from Zeppelins 
through to the Gotha and ‘Giant’ bombers.  
Monday 8th April at Crossways Community 
Baptist Church, Junction Road, Dorking RH4 
3HB, 7.15 for 7.30pm, £2 at the door for non-
members.  

• Woking 1919-39: Photographs by Sidney Francis: Zoom talk: Jane Lewis 
and Jill Hyams of Surrey History Centre with images that give glimpses of 
what Woking was like in the interwar years.  Monday 22nd April https://
www.meet-up.com/Surrey-History-Meetup/. 

For further details of talks and other activities – or to join DLHG – go to https://
dlhg.org.uk.

 

Jan Wylie - Rest in Peace

Sadly Jan Wylie passed away on 29th February after a long 
period of living with motor neurone disease. There will be a 

remembrance service at Holy Trinity soon but as we went to press the date 
had not yet been set.

Jan was a keen participant at the church for many years, as well as being 
a member of Westcott Wives, and she was also a valued member of the 
team here at the magazine, helping with the distribution allocations and 
doing deliveries round the village herself before she could no longer do so.

Jan will be missed by many in the village, and we send our good wishes to 
her husband Glenn, and all of her family and friends.
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Our friendly, reliable, trustworthy and competent  
team will take care of all your Chores & Challenges. 

Give us a call on 01483 224 985

We’re excited to introduce a new service from Home Counties Carers. Let us remove 
your worries by dealing with the Chores & Challenges that get in the way of enjoying 
life! A Hatha Helper will meet with you as regularly as you desire to help resolve all 
your Chores & Challenges of life, removing the stress replacing it with joy.

l  Digital Phones, online banking, 
apps, broadband 

l  Admin tasks Bills, paperwork, 
utilities, phone calls

l  House keeping Cleaning, 
tidying, sorting

l  Driving Everywhere considered

l  Health Accompanied medical 
appointments

l  Shopping and errands 
Grocery shopping, collecting 
prescriptions

l  Handy person Home and 
garden maintenance

Bev 
Your local 

Hatha Helper
Guildford

We do more 
than care
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          GREEN WESTCOTT
Plastics Inside – the hidden crisis
‘In March 2022, scientists confirmed 
they had found microplastics in human 
blood for the first time’. This rather 
alarming fact is taken directly from a 
BBC article and you can be sure that, 
if these plastics are within us, then they 
are definitely in many other species 
that we share our planet with too. We 
all know the issue of plastic is huge – we 
have seen numerous images on the 
news and in social media, of plastics 
being washed up on beaches around 
the world and turning up in the bellies 
of starving birds, fish and mammals. 

In 2014 a study concluded that there 
were 250,000 tons of floating plastic 
debris in the oceans and that, even 
then, this number was increasing. Not 
only is this impacting directly on wildlife, 
but these very same plastics have been 
shown to be connected to diseases 
in humans and in reductions in fertility 
rates in people around the world.

Micro and Nano plastics
The term microplastics refers to pieces 
of plastic which are smaller than 0.5mm 
in diameter, which is roughly equivalent 
to a grain of rice. While nano plastics 

are far smaller, at just 100 nanometres 
or less. In December 2023, a published 
paper looked at the impact of micro 
and nano plastics, specifically on their 
impact on reproductive systems. They 
concluded that the plastic particles 
which enter our bodies via skin 
contact, inhalation, or ingestion, target 
reproductive systems by disturbing cell 
development. Indeed, another study 
looking at the trends of reproductive 
systems, analysed sperm counts in the 
20th and 21st century. Their analysis 
showed that in 1973, sperm counts had 
fallen on average by 1.2% but post 
2000, this rate of decline had increased 
by 2.6%.  The researchers state that 
‘this world-wide [reproductive] decline 
is continuing in the 21st century at an 
accelerated pace’. 

These studies clearly show that 
plastics are causing not only a fertility 
crisis, but they are also impacting us 
through other diseases. Studies show 
that plastics are increasing rates of 
diabetes, respiratory system issues, low 
birth rates, neuro toxicity and cancer, 
to name but a few. One study reported 
the link between Parkinson’s disease 
and dementia, as a direct result of 
exposure to plastics. This 2023 study 
found that ‘Nano plastics interact with 
a particular protein that is naturally 
found in the brain, creating changes 
linked to Parkinson’s disease and some 
types of dementia’. 

Our world is full of plastic, and it is 
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Garden Maintenance

O�  ce:   01306  898  917
Mobile: 07887  511  515

Garden and Grounds maintenance throughout the year

Complete garden and grounds maintenance and clearance
For more details on all services and my 3-stage lawn-care programme see website

• Complete lawn care & mowing
•  Granular & liquid lawn fertilisers
•  Moss control & complete weed 

treatment
• New poly-S technology
• Border maintenance

•  Fruit trees pruned
•  Hedge trimming
•  Leaf clearing
•  Hard stand jet washing
• Tur� ng & seeding
•  Plants supplied and planting

www.premiergardensdorking.co.uk • davidpremiergardens@gmail.com

Premier Gardens

Get IT Fixed
Get IT Connected

Expert Repair & Maintenance

ChalkHill Systems
www.chalkhillsystems.co.uk

We make technology work for you 

Call now on 01737 845980
Brockham based. No call out charges.

Fully transparent quotations with no hidden costs.

MicklehamParish News Dec 2013 63x88.indd   1 18/12/2013   18:26:00

WT Exterior Cleaning 

BEFORE

BEFORE

AFTER

Free  Estimates

www.wtexteriorcleaning.com

Call William Tooth  
07984  

883 555
Westcott, Dorking

HONESTY • INTEGRITY • EXCELLENCE

OAP  
Discounts

JET-CLEANING
• Patio’s

• Driveway’s
• Roofs

• Decking
• Walls

GUTTERS CLEARED AFTER



57

          GREEN WESTCOTT (cont.)
estimated that by the year 2050, plastic 
will be found in the digestive tract of 

99% of all sea 
bird species! 
M a m m a l s 
including us, are 
also at risk with 
approximately 

63,000–430,000 tonnes of micro plastics, 
entering farmlands annually through 
sewage sludge applications. 

What is in the plastic?
There are more than 10,000 chemicals 
identified as plastic additives and 2,400 
have been classified as detrimental 
to marine and terrestrial eco systems.  
1,000 of these chemicals are identified 
as endocrine disruptors which lead 
to endocrine difficulties, including 
insulin release and growth and 
developmental abnormalities. Many 
of the chemicals within our systems are 
able to cross the blood brain barrier, 
leading to multiple issues in our health 
and reproduction. There are specific 
endocrine disrupting chemicals now 
found to have the ability to cross 
the placenta, from mother to child, 
resulting in infant abnormalities and low 
birth rates. 

So where does it stop? 
Plastic is a byproduct of the fossil fuel 
industry, with over 99% of plastic made 
from chemicals sourced from fossil fuels. 
In 2019 the production and incineration 
of plastic produced 850 million metric 
tons of greenhouse gases. It is estimated 

that, if allowed to continue at this rate, 
this will rise to a staggering 2.8 billion 
metric tonnes by 2050! Since 1950, 90% 
of all the plastic produced has never 
been recycled. This is, in part, due to the 
difficulty in recycling mixed materials 
although other factors also play a role. 
The point is, that plastic is still being 
produced and if we are to halt the 
plastic problem in our world, we need 
to cut it off at the source. If your bath 
is overflowing and the plug is blocked, 
you don’t 
k e e p 
s c o o p i n g 
the water 
out with a 
bucket, you 
turn off the 
tap first! 

We too must turn off the source of 
the plastic in the first instance. Big 
corporations must invest in innovative 
solutions to this problem and commit 
to reducing their reliance on fossil fuels. 
But we have a voice too and should 
demand better from these companies 
and support sustainable ways out of this 
crisis. Our planet deserves our support 
in this, we are in this together and need 
to strive for a plastic-free future for all 
our sakes. 

For links to articles referenced, please 
visit our website: https://greenwestcott.
org

Nancy Lund
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Painters and Decorators

Working in Westcott 
since 1980

Our repeat clients prove our 
Quality and reliability

Phone for free estimates and 
local references

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.com
Tel: 01306 876110

Mobile: 07880848459

Shiers 
Decor

01483 284769
info@springreachnursery.co.uk
www.springreachnursery.co.uk

VISIT SURREY’S FINEST NURSERY
Just 5 mins from RHS Wisley

Buy homegrown plants direct from our nursery in Surrey. Local British produce of the 
highest quality direct from the grower.

We offer a fantastic range, all supported by expert advice and service.

Spring Reach Nursery
Long Reach
Ockham, GU23 6PG

Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm
Sunday 10:30am-4:30pmTrade enquiries welcome

Clematis Trees Hedging Ferns Shrubs

GrassesClimbersRosesPerennialsFruit

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.co.uk
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The last few months have been quite 
a busy time at MVDC. As I am sure you 
are aware, there is an ongoing crisis 
in local government financing across 
the country, with many councils going 
bankrupt and introducing sky high 
council tax rates which impact residents 
and local businesses. However, we are 
pleased to state that MVDC is nowhere 
near this level, with our budget 
delivering £1.8 million worth of savings 
while maintaining services from waste 
management, playgrounds, holiday 
activities, planning and much more 
that I know residents in our village rely 
on. 

The Council has also unpaused the 
Mole Valley local plan which designates 
housing and development sites in order 
to meet housing targets. The local 
plan should be implemented later 
this year and ensures a minimum 40% 
affordable homes in all development 
sites, with development being carbon 
neutral and mandating increases in 
biodiversity. In Westcott, the land at 
Mill Way House, Bramley House and 
Heathcrest (Policy DS63) has been 
allocated for 15 flats to be built. Further 
information on the local plan can be 

found at futuremolevalley.org. 

We have been busy with public 
works around the village, alongside 
Hazel Watson, our County Councillor: 
including fixing the kerb stones by the 
bus lay-by near UNUM. We have also 
installed a new handrail on the sloped 
path from Springfield Rd to Cradhurst 
Commons, which should make walking 
there much easier! 

Finally, Westcott has received 2 further 
grants through CIL funding: £7,500 
to replace a solar powered vehicle 
activated sign with an electric one and 
£2,600 for works at Westcott Village 
Hall, following a recent fire safety 
assessment. 

As always, if you have any concerns 
or need help with anything, do not 
hesitate to email us and just before 
signing off, remember to mark May 
2nd in your calendars; that’s local 
government election day so no matter 
who you support, it’s always important 
to get your voice heard and vote! 

Leah, Abhi and Chris

FROM YOUR DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
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DENBIES WINE ESTATE          12

DORKING CBT           54

DORKING DECORATORS         42

DORKING LAWN TENNIS & SQUASH CLUB  38

DORKING PEST CONTROL SERVICES  16

DORKING SERVICE CENTRE         64

ECO LOGS Firewood                      48

EDE BROS Removals and storage     18

EMWOOD Pest Control                      24

FLOWERS BY ELAINE                             42

GB FENCING AND TREE SURGERY      16

HANNAH SCHELLANDER          30

Hypnotherapy

HOME COUNTIES CARERS         54

HOME INSTEAD           10

IRONING SERVICE          24

J A JOINERY Traditional carpentry    48

JAMES CROFT Wedding                     12 

Photography

J CASEY Decorating &            22

building services 

JAZ2 Sophisticated jazz                    46

JS PAINTING & BUILDING SERVICES   48

KINGFISHER FARM & FLOWER SHOP  26

LCM ARCHITECTS                                 32

MANOR HOUSE SCHOOL                   14

MARGRAVE Solicitors LLP             16

MARTIN FINNIS HANDYMAN               18

MEABY & CO                       44

MF DECORATING AND BUILDING      52 

MAINTENANCE

MICHAEL LLOYD Building plans         48

for home improvements

MS.PT FITNESS                       30

PAS Financial and Mortgage            52

Solutions 



61

PHIL’S MOWING                                   20

PREMIER GARDENS Garden               56

maintenance 

RB FENCING                                    22

REMEDIAL ROOFING          28

SEYMOURS Estate agents         28

SHERE KITCHENS          26

SHERLOCK FUNERAL SERVICE         20

SHIERS DÉCOR Painting &          58

decorating 

SOFT INTERIORS BY JOSEPHINE         28

SPRING REACH NURSERY         58

SURREY DOWNS TREE CARE         42

SURREY HILLS DOG TRAINING         16

SURREY HILLS HEATING LTD         58

SWEPT AWAY Cleaning service         24

THE TREE ASSOCIATES          18

TONY WINCH Carpenter            18

TRACEY’S SEWING ROOM         54

WESTCOTT GARAGE                      42

WT EXTERIOR CLEANING         56

RIVERBANK SURGERY 

Westcott Street, Westcott, Surrey RH4 3PA  Tel: 875577
      
OPENING 
   TIMES:

The  emergency out of hours mobile number is 07501 655200
The surgery is closed and the phones are diverted from 1.00-2.00pm.

For information on advertising please contact advertising@westcottmag.com

    Morning   Evening
Monday  8.00-1.00  2.00-6.00
Tuesday  8.00-1.00  2.00-6.30
Wednesday 8.00-12.30   Closed
Thursday  8.00-1.00  2.00-6.00
Friday   8.00-1.00  2.00-6.30



Dorking Service Centre Ltd

Award Winning Local Garage

www.dorkingservice.co.uk 01306 747050

Garage Services:

158 -160 South St 
Dorking 
Surrey 
RH4 2ES

MOT
While U Wait

Wheel Alignment Diagnostics Servicing 
All Makes & Models

Air Conditioning Cam-Belts

Brakes

ClutchesDigital Service  
Records

Bike MOT

Tyres
At Web Competitive  

Prices

Suspension  
& Steering




