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SUBJECT: Designation of the Westcott Village Forum as a neighbourhood forum
and approval of the neighbourhood area for the Westcott Neighbourhood Plan.

Recommendation(s): To designate the Westcott Village Forum as a neighbourhood
forum and to approve the Westcott Neighbourhood Area for the purposes of
preparing the Westcott Neighbourhood Plan.

The Cabinet has the authority to determine the Recommendation(s)

Executive Summary:

This report seeks the designation of Westcott Village Forum as a neighbourhood
forum and the approval of the Westcott Neighbourhood Area by the Cabinet in order
for Westcott Village Forum to start its preparation of the Westcott Neighbourhood
Plan. The area and forum have been consulted upon and no representations were
received.

Council Strategy Priorities and Commitments:
Fairer

Supporting individuals and communities to lead safe, healthy and fulfilling
lives.

We will
e Improve the delivery of affordable and social housing to meet local need,
e Focus on young people, the vulnerable and those most in need when
planning and delivering services,
e Promote health and wellbeing through enabling the provision of sports, leisure
and cultural activities and encouraging responsible enjoyment of our parks,
open spaces, heritage and countryside.
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Greener

Striving to become carbon neutral and maximising opportunities to ensure
Mole Valley remains a highly attractive area.

We will

o Protect and enhance the natural and built environment, and ensure our areas
of natural beauty and wildlife are well looked after,

e Promote the development of sustainable infrastructure, with a particular focus
on active travel,

e Work towards becoming a carbon neutral organisation by 2030 while using
our role as place leader to influence carbon reduction across Mole Valley,

e Influence partner agencies to prevent and lessen the impact of environmental
issues, focusing our efforts on water quality, air quality and flooding.

Opportunity
Enabling a prosperous local economy with thriving towns and villages.

We will
o Facilitate sustainable development that takes into account social, economic
and environmental factors, including protection of the Green Belt,
e Support new and existing businesses to thrive and achieve their growth
aspirations,
e Supporting initiatives that bolster other high streets, local businesses and
rural areas.

Background/Introduction

In May 2024, the Westcott Village Forum informed the Council of its intention to be
the official neighbourhood body to prepare a neighbourhood plan for Westcott. Since
the Westcott Village Forum is not a parish council, under the Neighbourhood
Planning (General) Regulations 2012, both the Westcott Village Forum and the
proposed neighbourhood area, which the plan covers, need to be designated by the
Council.

The forum’s constitution outlines that the forum shall exist for a maximum of five
years and is open to all residents from the village and other stakeholders with
interests within the village. 132 individuals are listed on the forum’s members list
which exceeds the Localism Act’s minimum of 21 members.

The proposed neighbourhood area for Westcott is largely similar to the previous
neighbourhood plan area, apart from on its eastern boundary with Dorking where the
ward boundary changed in 2023. This boundary change has increased both the
population and land area compared to the previous area.

Designation Procedure

In order to be designated, the Westcott Neighbourhood Forum established a start-up
group of volunteers to help oversee the formation of the forum members list and
create the constitution and working groups.

As required by the neighbourhood planning regulations, the forum conducted a
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consultation on the Westcott Neighbourhood Forum and the neighbourhood area
from 1 April to 16 May 2025 with information placed on the Westcott Village website,
on Mole Valley District Council’s website, in The Village magazine (April 2025) and
on noticeboards in the neighbourhood area.

One representation in support was received, which is one more representation than
for the recent consultations on neighbourhood area designations at Ockley and
Charlwood.

The final step in the process is for the Cabinet to designate Westcott Village Forum
and the Westcott Neighbourhood Area.

Financial Implications

Any relevant costs to Mole Valley District Council of neighbourhood plan production
are borne by the Planning Policy budget. However, as set out in the Chief Planning
Officers letter of 6 June 2021 (Update on financial support for neighbourhood
planning in 2021/22 (publishing.service.gov.uk)), the Council can claim a £20,000
grant from the Government when it sends a plan to a referendum.

Legal Implications
The Localism Act 2011 places a legal requirement on the Council to assist and
support local communities in the preparation of neighbourhood plans.

The designation of the Westcott Village Forum and Westcott Neighbourhood Area
has been carried out in accordance with the Neighbourhood Planning (General)
Regulations 2012 (as amended).

Risk Implications

No significant risks to the Council have been identified. Working with local
communities to help them shape where they live has the potential to foster positive
relationships between the Council and local communities. As required by the
regulations, the Westcott Neighbourhood Plan will be in conformity with the Local
Plan at a strategic level.

Options

Option 1 — To Designate the Forum and Neighbourhood Area

This option would allow Westcott Neighbourhood Forum to progress its
neighbourhood plan, which would provide a local dimension to plan making and
planning application decisions in Westcott.

Once examined and made, the Westcott Neighbourhood Plan would become part of
the Council’s Development Plan, alongside the Mole Valley Local Plan.

Option 2 — Not to Designate the Area

This option would mean that the opportunity to have local input into plan-making and
planning application decisions would have been missed and this would make the
Council’s decision making poorer.

Option 1 is the preferred option.

Corporate Implications

Monitoring Officer commentary
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The Monitoring Officer confirms that the relevant legal implications have been taken
into account.

$151 Officer commentary
The S151 Officer confirms that all financial implications have been taken into
account.

Equalities Implications
The designation of the Westcott Neighbourhood Forum and Neighbourhood Area has
no direct equalities implications.

Employment and Resource Implications
There are no additional resource or employment implications required to support the
Westcott Neighbourhood Plan.

Sustainability Issues
The Westcott Neighbourhood Plan will be required to be in conformity with the Local
Plan, which itself was subject to an extensive and detailed Sustainability Appraisal.

Consultation
The Westcott Neighbourhood Forum will carry out further consultations on the
substance of the neighbourhood plan.

Communications
The Westcott Neighbourhood Forum will be responsible for communications until the
referendum takes place.

Background Papers
Appendix 1- Proposed Neighbourhood Area Boundary Map (see below).

MVDC Website: Westcott Village Forum Consultation documentation
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APPENDIX 1

Westcott Neighbourhood Area

Proposed Westcott Neighbourhood Area

[ Westcott Neighbourhood Area Boundary
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