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Minutes of Committee Meeting – Weds 22nd October @ 7.30pm 
 

Attending: Jo Astor, Jane Betterton, James Croft, Paul Goddard, Magesh 
Ramakrishnan. Apologies: Nick Lund 

 

Agenda: 
1) Apologies – Nick has unavoidable work commitments 
2) Litter pick – feedback – actions arising - All 
3) November 15th Tombola preparation required - All 
4) Christmas Tree preparation – anything required? 
5) WNDP update - JA/PRG 
6) Planning applications discussion – All 
7) Updates from Members on any other current and ongoing matters 
8) Review progress on actions from previous meetings 
9) AOB  - confirm 11th November meet,  discuss need for & possible agenda items for 

proposed 10/12 Open Meeting, agree 2026 Committee Meet dates  
Agenda Item 2  
• The ‘Litter Pick Saturdays’ held on 27th Sept. & 18th October were a success. 

Circa 15 and 10 volunteers respectively including Committee members took 
part. Thanks are due to all these people. Areas covered included Cradhurst, 
Springfield Road, the A25 and Westcott Heath. A greater area could be covered 
with more volunteers given we had access to enough equipment. Thanks are 
due to MVDC for their support. The after party gathering of volunteers in ‘The 
Hub’ each time was a delight! 

• Thoughts arising:  
1. Consider whether specific signage asking people not to throw litter on the 

roads and streets etc could be introduced. Other villages have it - PRG 
2. The WVA to promote / lead more Litter picks in 2026 – say March, June, 

September - Note only 
3. Include a short piece on the LPS in next Newsletter / Mag article – JA 
4. Litter Pick preparation notes to be written up for the 2026 file - PRG  
Agenda Item 3:  
• Appeal for Christmas related Tombola items to be broadcast  - JA 
• Raffle tickets and float needed – MR 
• Additional items to be procured early w/c 10/11 as required – PRG / NL 
• Team agreed to meet @ 3pm on Friday 14th November at the Village Hall to 

set up table/boxes/equipment/signage & to confirm Saturday timetable - All 
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Agenda Item 4:  
• Tree etc to discuss with James Leaver – including permissions / procurement, 

advertising sale of trees, lights preparation, quality of decorations, set up 
requirements / team – and confirm in writing to the Committee – PRG 

• Tree set up to be Saturday 6th December – note PRG & MR are away     
Agenda Item 5:  
• JA updated the Committee. All were urged to read & comment on the 

documentation circulated for the formal consultation. Deadline for 
comments is 24th November. The next steps were outlined right up to the 
referendum scheduled for 7th May 2026. 

• The WVA continue to financially support the WNDP. Latest forecast costs 
are under £6k compared to initial estimates of over £7k.  – Note only 

 

Agenda Item 6:  
• The October planning applications schedule to date was discussed and the 

approach to each generally agreed. PRG to write up and circulate the latest 
version 

• Clarify what the decision ‘SPLIT DECISION (TREE OR CONDITIONS)’ 
means on application 0839 for Sondes Place Farm - PRG 

• Application 02346 was discussed in some detail and it was agreed that a 
letter of objection is required given the location and given that if granted the 
application is not to be seen as a precedent for other similar situations. 
PRG to write a draft for review and submission to MVDC Planning Dept. 

• Rumours abound about potential development around Rokefield – JL to be 
asked what contacts he has to enable investigation – PRG 

• The confirmation that MVDC would not be persuing an HGV ban in central 
Dorking was welcomed. 

Agenda Item 7 / 8  
• It was agreed that the WVA would support First Aid related activity / training 

/ signage proposed & agreed by Richard Packer  
• Suggestions from Tim Way on the Silent Soldier location discussed and 

agreed. 
• Content for next Mag agreed – deadline is 8th November. ‘Specials’ details 

to send to JA - PRG  
 

Agenda Item 9 – AOB 
• Meetings confirmed as  

- 11th November - venue tbc 
- 10th December as a potential Open Meeting - but to be confirmed & 
venue when we meet on 11th November  
-   5th February 2026 
-   Further 2026 dates, Open Meets & AGM date to discuss in future 
- Civic dinner 13/3/26 attendee – Magesh volunteered  
- Magesh to attend RA meeting @ 9.30am on 27th November @ Pippbrook 
The meeting finished at 9pm 
PRG  29th October 2025    


