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Agenda:  Committee Meet Thursday 28th May @ 7pm    
 

Attending: Jo Astor, Jane Betterton, James Croft, Paul Goddard, Magesh 
Ramakrishnan. Apologies: Nick Lund,    
Guest: Tim Way, Chairman of the Westcott Village Forum 
 

Agenda: 
1. Apologies 
2. Update on the current status of the WNDP. Request to enable a Westcott 

Village Forum meeting on the same evening as the WVA AGM - TW  
3. Review of minutes for meeting 28/04/26 and any comments or updates or 

actions arising - All 
4. Planning applications – discuss any of note – JC 
5. Resident queries list - JB  
6. 2026 AGM preparation – discuss and formally agree the draft reports and 

accounts for circulation prior to the AGM and for presentation at the AGM – All 
7. AOB 
 

 Meeting Minutes & Actions arising: 

Agenda Item 2 
• TW gave an update on the WNDP status and the ongoing discussions 

relating to the status of Riverbank Surgery 
• JC offered to speak to relevant parties with the revised Policy 7 wording for 

safeguarding the services as opposed to the building. TW to send him that 
wording and anything else of relevance. Action TW/JC 

• Committee agreed to a Westcott Village Forum meeting being held 
immediately after the conclusion of the WVA AGM on 24th June. 

• AGM start date to be 7pm aiming to conclude by 8.15pm for the WVF 
meeting to start shortly thereafter 

• TW/JA to collate meeting notifications for the WVF to include the 
information on the likely revised / delayed schedule prior to a Village 
Referendum  Action: TW/JA 
 

Agenda Item 3 – items for comment / still to action: 
• PRG has mailed Lucy O’Connell, the Electoral Services MVDC contact to 

ask how and when MVDC will confirm the next steps in setting up a Parish 
Council. As at 28th May no reply received. Post meeting: Reply received 
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from Lucy on 29th May confirming she is progressing considering next steps 
and will organise a local meeting to discuss them by early July.   

• JA noted the names of two residents who want to be involved in any PC 
start up project. 

• Still outstanding – to progress the CIL application for the electrical 
supply and sleeve for the Xmas Tree. Action: PRG 

• School Lane pot holes conclusion tbc  Action: JB 
• Litter Pick to be held morning of Saturday 8th August. Kit to be reserved 

with MVDC. Action: PRG 
• To reassess how to identify monies to refurbish the Dovecote and Bus 

Stop which are badly in need of attention. Could this qualify for CIL 
funds?  Action: MR 

• Magesh to continue to support the Westcott Parking Group and actions 
allocated to the WVA. Action: MR 

• Private Road list to be drawn up. Can SCC help? Action: PRG 
 

Agenda Item 4 
• Planning applications have been reported by MVDC on their weekly 

planning lists from two WVA Committee members without either of the 
two members notifying the other Committee members in advance. 
Following discussions with the two members, they confirmed it is co 
incidental that both were submitted and registered in the same week. 

• The two applications are as follows: 
1)  MO/2026/00623 submitted by James Croft (and Mrs Croft). The MVDC 

planning register in summary reads:  
Location: land to the east of Vale Lodge, Balchins lane, Westcott, RH4 3LP 
Proposal: certificate of lawfulness for the proposed use of land for recreational 
campsite for not more than 60 days in total in any calendar year. 
Registration Date: 19/05/2026   Applicant Name: Mr & Mrs Croft 

2) MO/2026/00649 submitted by Jane Betterton (and Robert Alloway). The 
MVDC planning register in summary reads:   
Location: Corbiere, 1 The Paddock, Westcott, RH4 3NT 
Proposal: Erection of part single, part two storey rear extension and alterations to 
fenestration. 
Registration Date: 21/05/2026   Applicant Name: Robert Alloway 

• At some length in the meeting, JC and JB were reminded of their 
responsibilities and duties as a Trustee. In this case - given the WVA 
Committee’s responsibility for oversight of the WNDP and all planning 
applications submitted within the Westcott boundary – notifying other 
Trustees prior to submission is clear best practice. JC and JB apologised 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/BALCHINS+LANE,+WESTCOTT,+RH4+3LP?entry=gmail&source=g
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and confirmed they were not trying to gain any advantage by not notifying 
other Trustees.  

• Before the two applications were discussed in detail, MR agreed to circulate 
a memorandum of Trustees responsibilities. All Trustees were asked to read 
and note the content and requirements of the WVA Constitution accessed 
on the WVA website. Action: MR 

• The applications were then presented respectively by James and Jane and 
each discussed.  The interim conclusions were that it was likely that the 
WVA would comment formally on application 00623 for policy reasons, but 
not comment on 00649. These conclusions will be confirmed following 
Trustees looking at and considering all the papers submitted so any 
response can be agreed and submitted by the 15th June MVDC deadline.  
Action: All Trustees. PRG to co ordinate     
 

Agenda Item 5 
• Current queries list to be circulated and all Committee Members to 

check it includes those known to / dealt with by them. Action: JB/All 
• List to be referred to in the Committee Annual Report. Action: PRG 

 

Agenda Item 6 – AGM 2026 preparation 
• Holy Trinity Church is booked for the 24th June AGM. New start time to 

be advised & Zoom link to be secured 
• Final draft papers: Agenda, Committee Report, Financial Report and 

Accounts were discussed and amendments agreed.  
• Final copies to be circulated for formal sign off by Trustees – by return 

email to PRG please. Action PRG / ALL 
• To discuss what to provide to the Examiner Hugh Parry – MR/PRG 
• These final papers to be published on the WVA website asap in advance 

of an ‘GM call newsletter’    Action: PRG/JA 
• Appropriate slides then to be prepared by JA/JC for non-financial 

aspects using photos as the main communicating medium and 
appropriate slides then to be prepared by MR/PRG for the financial 
aspects. Note emphasis on brevity and clarity needed   Action: JA/JC  
and MR/PRG 

• All to meet 7.15pm on 15th June to confirm AGM arrangements 
 

Agenda Item 7 
• Committee to confirm by email to JA that the WVA will organise a 

Tombola table for Westfestivity on 14th November 2026 on the same 
lines as 2025. Action: All 
PRG 30th May 2026    


